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0 FRONT COVER ICEBREAKER AT WORK-USS Atka (AGE 3) 
forces her way through heavy ice formations somewhere be- 
tween Greenland and Resolute Bay. Two other icebreakers, 
USS Burton Island (AGB 1) and USCG Norfhwind, made Arctic 
history by breaking through famed ‘Northwest Passage.’ 

0 AT LEFT: Oflicers and crew members of USS Kearsarge (CVA 
33) line the rail while visiting San Diego, Calif. 

CREDITS: All photographs published in ALL HANDS are 0% 

cia1 Department of Defense Photos unless otherwise designated. 
Photos at top of page 18, bottom of page 19, top and lower 
lef t  photos on page 20 by the Springfield (Mass.) Sunday 
Republican. 
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GALLANT SHIP USS Hartford (left) will be ’stationed‘ at Mobile, Ala. USS Conste181ation goes to Baltimore, Md. 

OLD SHIPS NEVER DIE 
FOUR OLD SHIPS are sailing out of 

the U. S. Navy, leaving behind 
them a wake of glory from the Bar- 
bary Coast to Manila Bay that will 
ride the tides as long as there is 
salt in the sea. A fifth vessel, replica 
of the saiIing ship days, will be re- 
stored and remain with the Navy. 

Under Public Law 523, passed by 
the 83rd Congress, the Navy is dis- 
posing of four of its historic ,ships- 
Constellation, Hartford, Olympia and 
Oregon. 

Within a year the old frigate Con- 
stellation will be delivered and turn- 
ed over to citizen groups of Balti- 
more, Md., while Hartford will be 
towed to Mobile, Ala. The steam 
vessels Olympia and Oregon were 
headed for the scrap pile untiI the 
Navy granted them a six-month re- 
prieve-during which period any 
city, state, or civic group that wants 
to offer them a haven can do so. 

- 

The same law also provides for 
the U. S., frigate Constitution at 
Boston, Mass., giving the Navy the 
authority to repair, equip and re- 
store her, so far as may be practic- 
able, to her original condition. Con- 
stitution wiII not be on active service, 
but it will be the Navy’s responsi- 
bility to maintain her hereafter. 

Under the law, the Navy will 
patch up Constellation and Hartford 
just enough to deliver them to their 
respective sponsors, Baltimore and 
Mobile. The care of these gallant old 
ships is up to the cities. 

Enemy guns, storms at sea and 
even the slow attack of time has 
failed to sink them but these relics 
are old and weary. It is only fitting 
that an Act of Congress should de- 
termine their final disposition. From 
the pages of naval history here is a 
brief description of these “old ladies” 
in their heyday: 

uss Constitution, one of the most 
successful and famous Navy ships 
ever to sail the seas, was authorized 
by Congress in 1794. Launched in 
1797, she first went to sea under the 
command of Captain Samuel Nick- 
erson in 1798. Her frame was made 
of live oak and red cedar and her 
decks of pitch pine from Georgia 
and South Carolina. Paul Revere, 
one of the best metalsmiths of his 
day as well as famous equestrian, 
made the bolts, spikes, rudder- 
braces, blocks and dovetails and the 
bell. 

In 1803, Constitution sailed 
against the Barbary pirates and after 
the outbreak of the War of 1812 
started to sea under the command 
of Captain Isaac Hull. Off the At- 
lantic coast she fell in with a British 
squadron of six ships and made her 
escape in one of the most dramatic 
and sustained chases in naval his- 
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NAVY is repairing, equipping, restoring USS Constitution. The famed frigate will be maintained at Boston. 

tory. On 19 Aug 1812 Constitution, 
with Hull still in command, defeated 
the British ship Guerriere. 

Before her fighting days were 
over, Constitution had won three of 
the greatest battles ever fought by 
a single ship. In 1830 she was de- 
clared unseaworthy and would have 
been dismantled had not public 
opinion been aroused by “Old Iron- 
sides,” a poem glorifying the ship, 
written by a 21-year old Harvard 
student named Oliver Wendell 
Holmes. Holmes was an American 
man of letters, the son of a minister 
and the father of the famous Justice 
of the United States Supreme Court. 
When printed in the Boston Adver- 
tiser, “Old Ironsides” was immensely 
popular and not only saved the 
famous frigate from the scrap heap 
but also established Holmes’ repu- 
tation as a poet. 

Congress appropriated the neces- 
sary funds, “Old Ironsides” was re- 
built in 1833 and became the Rag- 
ship of the Mediterranean squadron. 
Twenty-odd years later, in 1855, 
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New Life Is Assured For 

Three Great Ships, Two 

Others May Still Find Home 

Constitution was finally laid up at 
Portsmouth, N. H., where for many 
years she was used as a training 
ship. 

Since 1897 the famous frigate has 
spent most of her time at the Boston 
Navy Yard almost in the shadow of 
the Bunker Hill Monument. The 
Navy will spend about $390,000 to 
fit her out again and maintain her 
as a commissioned ship-though not 
in an active duty status. She has al- 
ready been 90 per cent restored and 
her continued upkeep is financed 
partly by the government and partly 
by the contributions of the privaie 
citizens who visit her daily. 

Unfortunately, the frigate Con- 
stellation, which lies in a berth just 

across the pier from her, hasn’t 
fared so well. Though rebuilt sev- 
eral times, this old veteran is now 
little more than a hulk - mastless, 
worm-eaten, and held together by 
supporting timbers and a “cat’s 
cradle” of steel-cable bracings. 

Contrary to popular belief Con- 
stitution and Constellation were not 
sister ships. Although launched with- 
in 44 days of each other in 1797, 
they were constructed from different 
plans. Constitution and CoMella- 
tion were but two of the six frigates 
authorized in 1794 by Congress. 

Constitution was about 12 feet 
longer and three or four feet wider 
than Constellation. Also, Constitu- 
tion was rated as a “44-gun’’ ship; 
United States and President were 
her sister ships. Constellation was 
rated a “36”; her sister ship was 
Congress. 

Constellation’s first contribution to 
naval history took place on 9 Feb 
1799 in the West Indies, during 
naval hostilities with France. Under 
Commodore Thomas Truxtun she 
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USS OLYMPIA (ex-CL 15) is now standing by at Philadelphia Naval Shipyard. 
The vessel was Commodore Dewey’s flagship during Spanish-American War. 

defeated the French frigate Instir- 
gente in a sharp engagement. Insur- 
gente lost 29 killed and 41 wounded 
compared with only five men killed 
or wounded aboard Constellation. 
The defeat and capture of the 
French frigate was a feather in Trux- 
tun’s cap-he not only provided vig- 
orous backing to his Government’s 
policy of commerce protection, but 
set high standards for the new na- 
tional Navy. 

Again on 1 and 2 Feb 1800, dur- 
ing the same naval war with France, 
Constellation, heading for Guade- 
loupe, sighted the French frigate 
Vengeance. Captain Truxtun order- 
ed his men to aim at the hull of the 
enemy ship. Contrariwise, the French 
commander fired repeatedly into the 
American ship’s rigging in order to 
try to disable her. The battle lasted 
five hours and the French suffered 
about four times the losses of the 
Americans. The Constellation’s main- 

mast finally fell, and the French es- 
caped into the darkness. 

Those were the great years for 
Constellation. Thereafter her star 
faded. During the War of 1812 she 
was isolated at Norfolk, during the 
Civil War she was mostly on the 
Mediterranean station; and from 
1865 to 1870 she served as a re- 
ceiving ship. She carried midship- 
men on cruises from 1871 to 1878, 
took relief supplies to the Irish 
people in 1880, then carried stores 
for the Navy until 1893. For the next 
21 years she saw duty again as a 
receiving ship. 

Another ship that will also be 
moving to a new “home” is Hart- 
ford-a wooden, unarmored, sloop- 
of-war built at Boston in 1858. She 
is going back to Mobile Bay where 
she gained fame during the Civil 
War. 

I t  was 5 Aug 1864 when the 
three-masted, high-funneled, steam- 

USS CONSTITUTION i s  shown in action against Levant and Cyane in War of 
18T2. At right may be seen upper deck gangway, carrying carronades. 

and-sail warship wrote this chapter 
in America’s history books. The Con- 
federates had protected the narrow 
port of the channel not only with 
forts but also with a double line of 
mines (then known as “torpedoes”) 
and left free of obstruction only a 
passage for their own blockade 
runners. 

That day Commodore David Far- 
ragut with his fleet of four ironclads 
and 14 wooden ships steamed up the 
Bay in the early morning, the iron- 
clads abreast of the wooden ships 
and closer to shore, while the wood- 
en ships were lashed together in 
pairs. Tecumseh led the inner col- 
umn; Brooklyn led the wooden ship 
column, followed by Hartford, com- 
manded by Captain Drayton. Hart- 
ford was tethered to Metacomet, 
commanded by Lieutenant Com- 
mander Jouett. 

Early in the engagement, Tecum- 
seh, a monitor which was leading the 
Federal fleet in the port column, 
went down with nearly all hands 
after a “torpedo” exploded under 
her. For a time there was consid- 
erable confusion in the Federal fleet. 
Brooklyn which was directly ahead 
of Hartford, wavered, stopped and 
began to back up. Commodore Far- 
ragut, who had climbed up into the 
rigging of Hartford to get a better 
view of the operations, hailed her 
to find out what the trouble was. 

“Torpedoes ahead,” replied the 
captain of Brooklyn. 

“Damn the torpedoes!” shouted 
Farragut. “Four bells! Captain Dray- 
ton, go ahead! Jouett, full speed.” 

The Federal fleet went on to cap- 
ture the forts and defeat one iron- 
clad ram and four gunboats. 

Farragut and his famous Hartford 
had covered themselves with glory. 
Mobile Bay was now to be closed to 
the blockade runners who had 
brought supplies into the Confed- 
eracy. As in their famous battle of 
1862 and 1863 when they wrested 
control of the Mississippi from the 
South, Farragut and his flagship had 
given the union one of its greatest 
victories of the Civil War. 

Today Hartford’s bilge pumps 
work around the clock keeping her 
afloat. She was last opened to visitors 
on Navy Day 1948. Now she will 
return to the scene of her triumph, 
where she will be restored and main- 
tained by the citizens of Mobile. 

Standing by, at Philadelphia 
awaiting further orders that will de- 
termine her fate, is Olympia. Built 



stacks were seen from the beach 
and the Spanish shore batteries 
opened up, firing three or four shots. 
After that all was quiet and the 
squadron of six American ships en- 
tered Manila Bay. 

Once inside the harborathe Ameri- 
can ships cut their speed and waited 
for dawn. At sunrise, Dewey was 
surprised to find the Spanish fleet 
standing off in what was considered 
a vulnerable position. In order to 
protect the citizens of Manila from 
bombardment the Spaniards had not 
sought shelter from their shore guns 
but were anchored at the end of the 
Bay. 

In the battle that followed the 
Spaniards turned out to be  no 
match for the American vessels. By 
noon every one of the Spanish ships 
had been sunk or was in flames in 
one of the most brilliant victories 
in all naval history. (See this 
month‘s Book Supplement, “You 

eady,” on page 59 
i account of this 

fought in Spanish-American War, served as dynamite barge in World War 11. 

launched at San Francisco 26 Oct 9 days spent in port) which requir- 
1893, and commissioned 15 Jul ed 4100 tons of coal. It was a per- 
1896. She was 351 feet 2 inches formance unprecedented in battle- 
long, with a beam of 69 feet three ship histoiy and was the naval sen- 
inches. She was rated a “first class sation of the day. 
protected cruiser” in her day and Today Oregon is in Apra Harbor, 
cost $3,180,000. Guam. Towed there in 1944 with a 

The opening of the War with 1400-ton load of explosives and 
Spain found Oregon at Rio de given the designation “IX 22,” she 
Janeiro. She left the port of Callao, was used during World War I1 as a 
Peru, the first week of April 1898; dynamite barge. Shorn of her super- 
reached the Straits of Magellan structure and stricken from the 
about 1530 16 April in a fearful Navy’s active list, Oregon also awaits 
storm; reached Rio de Janeiro, Bra- further orders. 
zil 30 April and, after a brief stay, However, regardless of their dis- 
went to Bahia, Brazil and then Bar- position, the foundation laid by 
bados, arriving 18 May. She was these invincible old ships has gone 
thus able to join the North Atlantic far toward enabling the U. S. Navy 
squadron in its operations against to grow into the greatest fleet in 
the Spaniards off the coasts of Cuba the world. 
and Puerto Rico. The ships of the past are the sym- 

It  was a long and remarkably SUC- bols of the Navy’s glorious history- 
cessful voyage - 68 days at sea, the ships of today’s Navy are the 
14,000 nautical miles with a speed future of the fleet. 
averaging 11.6 knots (exclusive of -Ted Sammon 

CREW MEMBERS of USS Oregon cheer wildly as the colors are hauled down 



awarded, by purchase from the U. 
Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. In such cas 
a letter request for authority to pu 
chase specific medals must be fc  
warded to the Chief of Naval PE 
sonnel (Attn: Pers B4 for office] 
Pers E3 for enlisted personnel 
Washington 25, D.C. 

After verification of entitlemer 
the applicant will be informed of tl 
total charge made by the US. Mint, 

(1) Requires housing. including cost of mailing. The reply 
i o \  T. .nr.r:nn mnd has served on to the applicant, signed by the Chief 

y 11, L ~ l ~  Armed F~~~~~ of of Naval Personnel, will serve as 
for than bo years. authorization to purchase the speci- 

he serviceman has been fied medal or medals. This reply 
nor+:fir\ntg, it is up to him must then be forwarded by the ap- 

ements with the plicant to,  the Superintendent, U.S. 
.-." --.. -ing agency. The Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 

;nr,rronCe will then be All purchase requests to the U.S. 
L l , ~  ~ * a v y  Department as Mint must be accompanied by a 
e serviceman retains own- postal money order or certified 
the property and remains check made Payable to the Treas- 

urer of the United States. 

'--- +adquarters 

of Defense, or an authority designa- 
ed by him, stating that the service- 
man: 

HOUSING INSURANCE -a new 
law which will help the Navyman 
on active duty to build or buy a 
home has been enacted by the 83rd 
Congress as Section 222 of the Na- 

1 
1 

baDtLzy 

nn artivp duty. der the new law 
the new mortgage guaran- PROOF FOR BAQ - In the fu- 

_ _  Navymen _ _  _f,,, ture, married enlisted men applying 

_-_- Loan prlvllege documents provingthe eligibility and 
.hese instructions may still apply *Or the FHA benefits* relationship of their dependents. 

have hean nromulcrated. ALL HANDS 

- - . .... - .._ . . . . 

financing that will be required. 
Naval officers and enlisted men 

alike will ha eligible for benefits un- 

' ' 
EDALS - Person- 

ne1 who have lost or damaged their 
. eplacement from 

a1 Personnel by 
sending a letter request which sets 

ices under which 
r damage occurred. 

Any decoration, medal, bar, ro- 
sette or other device to which an 
individual is entitled will be sent 
without charge providing that such 
loss or damage is not the fault of 
the individual nor due to neglect. 

- . -. . . - 

. c . .. . 

A man with no children will have 
to produce either a certified copy or 
a photostat of his marriage certifi- 
cate; a man with children must have 
either a certified copy or photostat 
of his children's birth certificates as 
well as his marriage certificate. 

In cases where it is impossible to 
obtain a birth certificate for a child, 
an affidavit of two unrelated persons 
having knowledge of the date of the 
child's birth and the name of its 
parents will be acceptable. 

Normally the applicant will have 
--- -__- - _-.. . cement is subject to veri- to produce these- documents upon 

Before a Navyman is eligible for application. If they are not readily 
the benefits of the program, he must available, his application will be ac- 
have a certificate from the Secretary duplicates of medals previously cepted without delay and he will be 

fication of entitlement. 
In addition, personnel may obtain 

I 
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MODERN PT BOATS will be larger, sturdier, speedier and more deadly than their famous World War II counterparts. 

New PT Boats Take uation Tests . 
OUR SLEEK, aluminum-hulled mo- 
tor torpedo-PT-boats are now 

roaming Atlantic waters, practicing 
maneuvers that made their World 
War I1 plywood counterparts fa- 
mous the world over. 

Less than three years old, each of 
the four motor torpedo boats now 
in use was constructed by a different 
company, or shipyard. They all differ 
slightly in virtually every respect- 
from engine to hull design. The 
present evaluation tests will deter- 
mine a prototype suitable for mass 
production in time of emergency. 

approximately 95 feet long, 25 feet 
wide and can zip through the water 
at about 50 knots. The World War I1 
models were some 15 feet shorter, 
five feet narrower, and had a top 
speed of about 40 knots. 

Typical World War 11 PT boats 
mounted two twin 50-caliber ma- 
chine gun mounts, a 20mm, one 37- 
mm and one 40mm gun, several 
automatic rifles and submachine 
guns. They usually carried four tor- 
pedoes. However, they were also 
able to substitute depth charges for 
the torpedoes when needed. 

in the Pacific, the motor torpedo 
boats occupied a much more impor- 
tant place in the over-all strategy 
than their weight and size seemed to 
merit. At this time, there was a need, 
for saving larger naval units for de- 
fensive operations until American 
forces attained their desired strength. 
In the final stages of the war, when 
U.S. task forces and fleets ranged 
the Pacific, striking at will, attention 
was drawn from the PTs. Neverthe- 
less, they continued to carry out im- 
portant assignments in areas where 
the larger units didn’t operate. 



one 5000-ton ship, believed to 
be an aircraft tender, sunk 
one 5000-ton ship, type uniden- 
tified, sunk 
one tanker set afire by tor- 
pedoes 

0 two landing barges, carrying 
troops, sunk 
three divebombers and one sea- 
plane destroyed 

Later exploits of MTBRon THREE 
included the transfer of General 
Douglas MacArthur, his family and 
20 staff members from Corregidor. 
MTBRon THREE also spirited Phi- 
lippine President Manuel Quezon, 
his family, cabinet members and staff 
to safety. 

In the Battle of Surigao Straits, 
PTs won high praise for helping to 
rout a Japanese task force made up 
of battleships, cruisers and destroy- 
ers. The PTs-39 of them spread out 
over a large area in groups of three- 
knocked the enemy force off balance 
through their torpedo attacks. The 
Japanese ships were forced to resort 
to star shells, searchlights, AA and 
secondary battery fire in beating off 
the ‘Peter Tares,’ thereby exposing 
themselves to larger U.S. fleet units 
deployed farther up the strait. 

PT boats proved their worth in 
island warfare at Guadalcanal. Ar- 
riving at Tulagi just across from 
Guadalcanal, in October 1942, the 
PTs went into action immediately, 
surprising an enemy task force which 
was shelling Henderson Field and 
Marine positions. 

One of the hottest jobs handled by 
PTs was that of setting up an operat- 

OFFICERS direct operation from bridc 1. 



SMOKE SCREEN is laid by these I 

tached to the Fifth Naval District, 

inn hnro nnrl innirlentallv nrnvirlin 

protection for our landings at Min- 
doro in the Philippines back in mid- 
December of 1944. Patroling off the 
beaches after the landings, the 
squadrons were without air cover or 
the support of other surface units for 
three days during which enemy 
planes attacked almost continuously. 
The PTs shot down 20 planes dur- 
ing those three days and damaged 
all that came within range. 

What was considered to be one of 
the most daring air-sea rescue opera- 
tions of World War I1 was effected by 
two PT boats. A downed flier was 

notor torpedo boats. They are now at- 
and are operating out of Horfolk, Va. 

bobbing around in a liferaft in Wasi- 
n 
:t 
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li Bay, off Halm 
September, 1944. 
a rescue by sea 
With carrier planes flying contint 
ous protective cover, the two P? 
zigzagged through 
anese minefield u 
centrated fire from 
teries. Turned back three times i 
the face of enemy fire, the PTs mad 
still another attempt, rescued th 
flier and safely escaped. 

Not all of the PTs’ heroic wor 
was done in the Pacific. In the Medi 
terranean, for example, twg PTs too 

PT BOAT CREW puts their vessel through its paces. Right: Three aluminum-hi 

on two German destroyers, luring 
them away from the convoy they 
were supposed to be protecting. 
When the Nazi force was contacted, 
the two PTs moved in close, let go 
their torpedoes at  the destroyers 
and turned away. The destroyers 
gave chase but the tiny plywood 
boats hid in their own smoke screen, 
dashing in and out to fire at  the 
destroyers which were believed hit 
by the torpedoes. Meanwhile, the 
Nazi convoy had been wiped out by 
other Allied craft, including another 
U.S. PT boat. 

MTBRons received a lot of praise 
for their patrol successes during the 
Normandy landings. Heavy seas 
swamped landing craft during the 
invasion and forced heaving ships 
to put out sea anchors. Farther out, 
a line of PTs pitched and tossed 
along an imaginary line. Suddenly, 
radar showed a “positive contact.’: 
The little fleet converged on the 
point, finding several German E- 
boats trying to sneak in among Al- 
lied vessels. The PTs opened up with 
such a heavy barrage that the E- 
boats turned and fled. 

At the end of World War 11, for 
reasons of economy, the PT boats 
were “honorably discharged” from 
the Navy. Only four, to be used for 
experimental purposes, were to be 
kept in service. 

Now all of the famed plywood 
boats have disappeared from the 
Navy. It remains for the aluminum- 
hulled “mighty mites” to carry on 
the outstanding Navy tradition es- 
tablished by their predecessors. 

. 

sd ‘Peter Tares‘ race through the waters. 



levator Theater 
LEAVE it to enterprising Navymen to come up with 

new ideas. Take those elevators aboard flattops, 
for example. A few Navymen have found there are 
more uses for them than transporting aircraft from one 
deck to another. 

Elevators offer excellent stages for concerts and 
variety shows. The bulkheads make fine backgrounds 
for murals. Several carriers have painted charts of the 
world on them and have traced cruise routes. 

Here are photos showing the original and some 
improvised uses for elevators aboard aircraft carriers: 

Upper left: Elevator of uss Tarawa (CVA 40)  shows 
'round-the-world track of flattop's recent cruise. Upper 
right:. Forward elevator provides stage for concert 
played by General Headquarters Band of Philippine 
Army on board uss Boxer (CVA 21). Right center: 
Gala show took place on elevator 'stage' on board uss 
Coral Sea (CVA 43). Lower right: Plane is raised to 
flight deck of carrier. Lower left: Number three ele- 
vator of uss Yorktown (CVA 10) lowers TBM. 
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Sailors Get Liberty 
HEN THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER uss Tarawa (CVA 40) 
and the escort destroyer uss O’Bannon (DDE 450) 

paid a good-will visit to New Zealand and Australia 
earlier this year, it marked the first time U. S. naval 
units had visited those countries since World War 11, 
except for a brief stopover in 1947 by Rear Admiral 
Richard E. Byrd’s Antarctic expedition. 

The visit by the U. S. ships was in connection with 
the twelfth anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea. 
Guest of honor for the occasion was Fleet Admiral 
William F. “Bull” Halsey, USN (Ret.). 

The good neighbor visit of the two ships this year 
recalled the wartime camaraderie of American, Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand forces. Nearly three million 
U. S. fighting men passed through the two countries 
on their way to Pacific battle areas. The hospitality 
of these countries became an armed forces legend. 
This hospitality hasn’t lessened, as the crewmen of 
Tarawa and OBannon will testify. 

The two ships stayed several days at each of the 
ports of Sydney and Melbourne, Australia; and Well- 
ington, New Zealand. Visits were highlighted by pub- 

THOUSANDS of New Zealanders wait their turn to go.aboard U S S  Tarawa (CVA 40). Below; U. S. Marines march 



TURNABC in Ports Down Under tainers. 

lic welcomes, exchange visits, parades, formal balls, 
parties and athletic events which included baseball, 
basketball, soccer and pistol shooting. 

At each of the three ports, there were tremendous 
crowds waiting to go aboard the two ships. At Welling- 
ton, for example, there was a nine-mile traffic backlog 
piled up. Although tens of thousands passed through 
the vessels, there were more than 30,000 people who 
weren’t able to get aboard. 

While Australians and New Zealanders were getting 
a good look at our Navy’s latest jet aircraft, helicopters 
and the multitude of electronic devices of the two 
U. S. ship, sailors were getting their first look at the 
Anzac countries-from the wide boulevards and beau- 
tiful beaches to the kangaroos, koala bears and the 
world-famous platypus. 

In New Zealand, Navymen were taken on a govern- 
ment-provided tour of North Island. Their trip included 
a tour of Rotorua, center of New Zealand’s famous 
thermal region and a visit to the Maoris, with their 
interesting art and architecture. The Maoris enter- 
tained the sailors with colorful songs and dances. 

BABY KANGAROO makes friends with sailor in Australia (above righ 
- with Royal New Zealand Air Force players. Below right: U. S. of3c 



‘KEEPERS OF THE GATE’-Gate vessels (YNGs) open strings of buoys to enable friendly ships to enter port. 

You‘re a Ping and a Clunk to HEC 
s YOU APPROACH Norfolk from A the sea you may notice, if your 

eyes are better than average, a few 
dozen weatherbeaten sandbags toss- 
ed carelessly against the side of one 
of the many sand dunes character- 
istic of the area. This particular sand 
dune just “happens” to be located 
on one of the points near the mouth 
of the harbor. If your eyes are phe- 
nomenal, you may detect a small 
door among the sandbags. 

Unless your official business con- 
cerns harbor defense, that will be 
about the extent of your knowledge 
of one of the most vital elements of 
our national security. The “sand 
dune” is Norfolk HECP-Harbor En- 
trance Control Post-and the buoys 
and gate vessels are the surface 
manifestation of a system of steel 
nets which constitute the harbor’s 
last line of defense from torpedoes 
and submarines. 

You will no longer pass the string 
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of small buoys which, with its two 
small gate vessels, until recently 
guarded the harbor against unan- 
nounced entry. Your skipper will 
probably be pleased, for the buoys 
and tenders are normally regarded 
by honest navigators as just one 
more menace to sea-going traffic. But 
those buoys, which support the har- 
bor’s anti-sub and torpedo net, are 
a welcome addition to Norfolk‘s de- 
fense in time of war. 

There’s more to it than that. How- 
ever, the mechanisms and procedures 
discussed here are, for obvious rea- 
sons, not described with an eye for 
precision and accuracy. 

It’s enough for most of us to know 
that the approaches to our more im- 
portant harbors conceal a complex 
network of mechanical and elec- 
tronic ears and eyes which insure 
that any vessel below, or on, the sur- 
face is properly identified before it 
enters the harbor. 

“Harbor defense might be com- 
pared to an iceberg,” comments CDR 
E. L. Willey, USN, Officer-In-Charge, 
Harbor Defense Unit, Naval Base, 
Norfolk, “only a small part is visible; 
the most important portion is below 
the surface.” 

Skill and experience are required 
to operate and maintain this highly 
technical equipment. In time of na- 
tional emergency, harbor defense ac- 
tivities must be tremendously ex- 
panded. Many of the duties con- 
nected with harbor defense will at 
that time, as they have in the past, 
be assigned to Naval Reservists. 

To help prepare themselves for 
that day, Naval Reserve Harbor De- 
fense Divisions have been organized 
on the East and West Coasts, from 
Portsmouth, N. H., to San Diego, 
Calif., and in Hawaii and the Canal 
Zone. 

How does harbor defense work 
when, for example, your ship enters 
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NAVYMAN checks mine wiring (left). Mine i s  eased over the side of vessel during harbor defense training exercise. 

in and out of Norfolk, but you’d 
be safe to estimate that from 60 to 
100 vessels are tracked daily. Dur- 
ing a four-day period last year, more 
than 500 vessels were accounted for. 

HECP is not a place for anyone 
with weak nerves. Tightly crammed 
with equipment and men, each of a 
series of rooms produces its own 
peculiar type of bedlam. 

In one, patterns of green light 
weave and twitch across oscilloscope 
screens. Every object in the harbor 
is reflected by a writhing green light: 
Eager has passed the mouth of the 
harbor and is overtaking a plodding 
ferry; YMP 1 is checking up on the 
hydrophone that has been giving 
trouble; an outbound oiler is making 
a nuisance of itself; and a sub is slip- 
ping out to sea for training duty. 
Every vessel writes its own pattern. 

In other rooms, men with ear- 
phones listen to the audible traffic 
of the “silent” sea. Fish are grunting, 
croaking and snapping, schools of 
shrimp sound if they were cracking 
tons of peanut shells; the beat of 
big and small propellers form a 
counterpoint to the throb of ship’s 
engines. Through the ping and clunk 
of the heralds, monitors track the 
course and speed of every vessel in 
the harbor. All such activities are 
automatically recorded by galvano- 
meters on long reels of tape. 

In the central control room, phone 
plotters at a vast transparent harbor 
map sketch the course and progress 
of every ship in the area through 
the data fed them by electronic 
components. 

By the time Eager has finally 
passed over the heralds, you have 

NAVY TUG tows line of buoys with torpedo nets attached. This sew, as as 
another safeguard against unfriendly vessels entering strategic harbors. 
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emerged from HECP’s sphere of in- 
fluence. It is no longer interested in 
you. 

Such a system sounds very fine 
on paper, but does it really work? 
Does it work under wartime condi- 
tions in regard to, let us say, an 
enemy submarine? How about mid- 
get subs, such as those employed 
by the Japanese and Italian navies 
during World War II? Could a sneak 
attack of such craft be detected if 
combined with normal traffic? 

Planners of harbor defense asked 
themselves such questions and de- 
cided there was only one way to 
find out. During one of the recent 
“Hardex” (harbor defense exercises) 
a midget sub was used and every 
trick in the book was tried to get 
it through HECP’s defense with- 
out detection. As a result, a few 
techniques were modified. 

The responsibility of learning how 
each of these devices operates, how 
to mainsain them, and how best to 
use the information they offer is the 
formidable job faced by members 
of the Naval Reserve harbor defense 
component. I t  wouldn’t be possible 
except for the personal coaching on 
on the part of active duty harbor 
defense personnel who have made 
available to the Naval Reserve the 
Navy equipment now in operation in 
our major harbors. 

As the entire system has, with 
time, become more and more com- 
plicated, it has been found neces- 
sary to establish two types of Naval 
Reserve harbor defense divisions- 
operational and technical. 

In turn, the technical divisions 
have again been divided into two 
types: One, (TUN), provides tech- 
nical training in the installation, 
operation and maintenance of un- 
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denvater detection equipment and 
in the fabrication, installation and 
maintenance of nets and booms. The 
other, ( T M )  , provides technical 
training in the assembly, installation, 
operation and maintenance of con- 
trolled mines and training in mine 
countermeasures including channel 
clearance, mine location and destruc- 
tion techniques. 

Operational divisions provide train- 
ing in all operational and tactical 
functions of harbor defense. 

Such activities require a wide 
range of technical skills in the en- 
listed ratings of the program. As a 
result, billets are available for boat- 
swain’s mates, gunner’s mates, quar- 
termasters, radiomen, radarmen, so- 
narmen, minemen, electronics tech- 
nicians, telemen, electrician’s mates, 
enginemen, damage controlmen, me- 
talsmiths, I. C. electricians, machin- 
ist’s mates, torpedoman’s mates, yeo- 
men and storekeepers. Women are 
eligible in those of the above ratings 
open to them. 

Because Reservists in the opera- 
tional divisions are concerned pri- 
marily with operational and tactical 
duties, they need not be qualified for 
sea duty. 

However, duty with the technical 
divisions is more strenuous. Reserv- 
ists selected for this duty must be 
qualified to perform sea duty afloat 
in order to install and maintain sea 
units of the harbor defense equip- 
ment. 

Although many special skills are 
required in the technical divisions, 
previous experience in harbor de- 
fense operations and techniques is 
not considered a prerequisite for 
membership in a Naval Reserve di- 
vision although it is desirable. 

Because of the complexity of har- 
bor defense equipment, it is neces- 
sary for Reserve divisions scattered 

HARBOR DEFENSE members plot vessel’s course. Naval Reservists take part 
in both operational and technical aspects of the harbor defense program. 

over. comparatively large areas to 
use the centrally-located facilities es- 
tablished and operated by the Regu- 
lar Navy. Harbor defense divisions 
located in Baltimore, Md., and Rich- 
mond, Va., for example, find it neces- 
sary to commute each month to Nor- 
folk for a weekend of on-the-job 
training. 

A total of 24 drills and 14 days ac- 
tive duty for training are authorized 
for pay purposes for Reservists regu- 
larly attached to harbor defense di- 
visions. There is no limit, other than 
that of usefulness, to the number of 
Reservists who may be associated 
with a division in a non-pay status. 

As with other Navy activities, some 
of, the concepts and procedures of har- 
bor defense have undergone changes 
since World War 11. At the present 

time, those Naval Reservists who 
have been charged with the respons- 
ibility of instructing their divisions 
are devoting intense study to the 
new (and  classified) curriculum 
which has recently been distributed. 

The first to be issued since Jan- 
uary 1951, the new curriculum, 
which covers all three areas of har- 
bor defense and which is fully sup- 
ported by recently developed train- 
ing aids and revised technical publi- 
cations, represents a monumental job 
of research. 

The next time you enter a harbor, 
bear in mind the illustration of the 
iceberg. Come to think, the entire 
Navy with its Regular and Reserve 
forces is something like these harbor 
defense units. There’s a lot more to 
it than appears on the surface. 

’MIDGET‘ submarine was used to test efficiency of harbor defense methods. Right: Navymen look over the foreign vessel. 
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PLOTTING ROOM - Trio of Sea Scouts practices navigation at Naval Reserve Training Center, Springfield, Mass. 

Blueiacket Scouts Camp the Navy W a y  
FAR OWT ON the Nebraska prairie 

a group of Sea Scouts was en- 
camped on the edge of a crater-like 
depression, a sun-parched and dust- 
covered spot. Alongside were two 
small sailboats, apparently just un- 
loaded from trailers. It was a sad 
sight-too pathetic to be humorous, 
thought a member of the national 
Sea Scout staff who happened to be 
oassincr. 

groups like these Nebraska Sea 
Scouts, it is proving itself to be a 
“Good Scout” in many other ways. 

Innumerable items of Navy-issue 
gear, ranging all the way from watch 
caps to motor whaleboats, are now 
in use by Sea Scouts, and naval in- 
stallations throughout the U. S. are 
playing a part in the training of both 
Boy and Girl Scouts. Each naval dis- 

” 
But the blue water boys seemed 

to be in fine humor. The mess detail 
was busily cooking navy beans and 
brown bread, boatswains were rig- 
ging sailing gear, and a mate was 

out sailing courses to the 

“Too bad,” the national member 
shouted, “that you couldn’t locate 
near some water.” 

“Water!” piped up a IittIe red- 
headed ordinary seaman, “Look 
astern, sir! It’s raining over those 
hills there where you see the black 
clouds. The creeks are filling up. 
This bowl will be a two-mile lake 
in an hour-and if we’re lucky it won’t 
dry up until day after tomorrow!” 

While the Navy couldn’t very well 
be expected to furnish water for 

!8 

ins. 

INTRICATE TECHNIQUE of knot-tying 
is taught to Cub Scout Tom Hall, Jr., 
by Byron K. Hackler, TMC, USN. 

trict, river and major air training 
command appoints a collateral duty 
Scouting liaison officer who makes 
arrangements for shipboard visits and 
cruises, short flights in aircraft, tours 
of stations and bases, encampments 
at shore facilities, and instruction in 
various phases of the Navy’s sea and 
air operations. A number of installa- 
tions even support their own Scout 
troops or Cub Scout dens. 

The Navy’s current program of 
cooperation with the Boy Scouts is 
set forth by the Secretary of the 
Navy and the Chief of Naval Opera- 
tions in SecNav Inst. 5720.5 and 
OpNav Inst. 5720.11, which urge 
naval activities to arrange visits and 
tours by Scout organizations when- 
ever possible and to encourage par- 
ticipation by naval personnel in 
Scouting activities. 

Cooperation with the Scouting 
movement dates back to June 1916 
when the National Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America was charter- 
ed by Congress and organized along 
similar lines to the Naval Shore Es- 
tablishment, with regional councils 
governing the 12 geographical dis- , 

tricts. Today, the- movement boasts 
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rags and cordage, provided the quan- 
tities requested are reasonable and 
can be spared without unduly de- 
pleting Navy stocks. All material 
thus bought the Navy sells at book 
value. 

In the training line, a Naval Re- 
serve unit in Springfield, Mass., re- 
cently originated what is perhaps the 
best Sea Scout-Navy program yet 
devised. For one night each week 
of the four-week course, personnel 
from three Sea Scout Ships “took 
over” the Springfield Naval Reserve 
Training Center, manning the quar- 
terdeck, passing the word when 
necessary, attending the classes and 
drilling. Training Center station- 
keepers acted as instructors on a 
purely voluntary basis. 

Civic leaders have given the pro- 
gram their highest praise, while local 
Scout officials have requested its ex- 
tension to include other phases of 
Scouting. So important was the pro- 
gram considered by a Western 
Massachusetts Sunday paper that it 
devoted two entire pages in its roto- 
gravure section to the training. 

Sea Scout participation in naval 
training cruises is typified by the 
summer schedule of LantFleet’s Am- 
phibious Force. More than 500 
Scouts from Maryland and Virginia 
were slated this ye’ar for two-week 
cruises aboard AKAs, APAs, LSDs 
and LSTs. Through these cruises 
PhibLant has played a key role in the 
over-all Navy policy of offering 
assistance to the Sea Scouts. During 
their cruises the Scouts work and 

SEA SCOUT Deane Avery solves his 
’knotty problem’ by comparing work 
with knotboard made by Navy chief. 

train alongside regular members of 
the ships’ crews. 

The feminine side of the Navy- 
and the Scouts-also get into the act. 
Recently, Moffett Field swung open 
its doors to nearly 300 “Mariner” 
Scouts from the surrounding area. 
Mariners are Senior Girl Scouts, in 
the ninth through twelfth grades, 
who are interested in nautical activi- 
ties. Waves on duty at the air sta- 
tion took over as guides, Conducting 
tours and explaining the woman’s 
role in Navy life. 

ComEleven contributed to a 
Southern California Mariner “gam,” 
or get-together, by taking the parti- 
cipants on a conducted tour of San 
Diego harbor and local Navy activi- 
ties. 

The group included nearly a 
thousand girls-all capable of tying 
a fancy knot for a lanyard, pulling 
an oar with confident stroke, handl- 
ing the sheets of a sailboat or taking 
its helm, and between times whip- 
ping up delectable chow with only 
the merest peppering of sand from 
the Mission Bay beach where they 
were encamped. 

Cooperation with other branches 
of Senior Scouting is shown by a 
recent Air Explorer encampment at 
NAS Hutchinson, Kans., which 
brought together 285 Scouts and 
their leaders for a week-end of in- 
struction and recreation. On the 
slate of activities were instruction in 
Link Trainers, survival technzques, 
hydraulics and navigation, and a 20- 
minute ride in Navy R4D transports. 
Saturday night “base liberty” for the 
Scouts -and their Navy escorts-in- 
chded a recreation period, a Holly- 
wood “thriller” and a snack and bull 
session before taps. 

NTC Great Lakes plays a major 
part in Navy-Scout relations in the 
midwest, making “weekend boots” 
out of Senior Scouts who accept the 
Navy’s hospitality. 

Recently a group of 500 14-to18- 
year-olds arrived at  the Center for a 
two-day swimming meet. Under the 
supervision of Chief Machinist Lester 

JUNIOR SAILORS learn about radio receivers from petty office;. Right: Scouts ready bunks for two-week cruise. 
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Navy Packs Fight, Flavor in Tin Cans 
REYHOUNDS of the Fleet,” “hero- destroyer of the 1870s, a small, pow- 

/ lG ic ships named after heroic erful craft used in the last days of 
men,” “tin can,” or just plain “rust the Civil War. By the beginning of 
buckets”-however you feel about the Spanish-American war in 1898, 
them, destroyers are one of the most torpedo warfare had become an es- 
important ship types in the U. S. tablished threat, and the speedy, lit- 
Navy today. Despite a continuing tle torpedo boat destroyer (a name 
trend from jacks-of-all-trades to spe- soon shortened to “destroyer”) had 
cialized types, yesterday’s fleet work- become an established vessel. 
horses are still hard-working and Destroyers (DDs)-One of the Navy’s 
versatile men-of-war engaged in a ear l ies t  “des t royers”  was uss 
big job. Bainbridge, authorized in 1898. She 

Since it is no longer practicable weighed a mere 420 tons and was 
to build a general purpose ship of armed with two 3-inch/50s, five 6- 
the destroyer category to meet all the pound cannon and two torpedo 
possible requirements of the type, tubes. Bainbridge had a top speed 
the movment is toward specializa- of approximately 28 knots. She was 
tion, with two or more ships working. followed by bigger, faster and more 
as units on a mission, heavily armed DDs of the twentieth 

The resulting DDs, DDEs, DDRs century. 
and DLs are a far cry from their When World War I broke out in 
progenitors, having grown today to Europe, Congress immediately au- 
what was formerly a light cruiser thorized a shipbuilding program that 
stature. But they are still about the included a large number of newly- 
most all-around fighting ship the developed “four pipe” destroyers, 
Navy has, capable of tangling with fighting mites whose missions in- 
anything from an enemy submarine cluded scouting and screening for 
to a coastal battery or a battleship. the Fleet, fast torpedo attacks, smoke 

“Grandaddy” of today’s invincible screens and hot gun actions. The 
“small boys” was the torpedo boat famed “four pipers” (so-called be- 

cause of their four stacks) were 
flush-decked, rakish greyhounds, able 
to make a maximum speed of some 
32 knots and weighing in at an aver- 
age 1200 tons. Their major arma- 
ment consisted of four 4-inch and 
one 3-inch guns, and 12 torpedo 
tubes. Submarine detection gear, 
which had just been developed, and 
antiaircraft guns were also included. 

The building of 242 of these de- 
stroyers was authorized after the 
U. S. entered the war, and by 1918, 
destroyers had become the strong 
right arm of Uncle Sam’s Fleet. 

The Navy-along with other mili- 
tary forces-underwent a stand-pat 
period after the war, so no “tin cans” 
were added to the Fleet between 
1919 and 1930. Between 1930 and 
1935, however, 45 new destroyers 
were authorized. Then, from 1935 to 
1940, the Benson, Livermore, Porter 
and Craven-class destroyers came in- 
to being. 

The husky Fletcher class became 
the major Fleet destroyer in 1940 
and remained in the top spot until 
1944, when the prototype of the 
Allen M. Sumner class was commis- 

SPRAY DASHES over bow of Navy destroyer USS Zellars (DD 777) during a refueling-at-sea operation in Atlantic. 
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WW I I  DESTROYER ESCORTS are now patrol vessels: radar picket escort vessel, DER (left) and escort vessel, DE. 

FAMILIAR DD classes include Gear- 
ing (above) and Allen M. Sumner. 

under the designation of “patrol ves- 
sels.” These are the DES, which are 
correctly called “escort vessels” (not 
“destroyer escorts,” a term used in 
World War I1 to denote DE types), 
and the DERs which are radar 
picket “escort vessels.” Escort vessels 
are somewhat smaller than DDs, 
with a standard displacement averag- 
ing from 1140 to 1450 tons, and they 
lack the DDs  speed, fire power and 
armor. However, they are equipped 
with the latest detection devices and 
the newest of anti-submarine wea- 
pons. As a sub hunter they enjoy 
the advantage of a tight “turning 
circle,” giving them a maneuvera- 
bility held by few other vessels. 

The Navy’s latest DES were de- 
signed specifically for fast convoy 
work. DERs are smaller versions of 
the DDR, designed to furnish the 
same long-range warning against 
enemy aircraft and do patrol work. 

That’s the picture of the destroyer 
and related types built on or con- 
verted from destroyer hulls, Like 
other warships they are compact 
“floating platforms designed to carry 
weapons into battle” - but the de- 
stroyer is something more than that. 
There are private yachts larger than 

MODIFIED DESTROYER TYPES include the high speed mine sweepers DMS 

our typical DD-yet this ship pro- 
vides living accommodations for 
about 300 men and officers, berthing 
and messing spaces, galleys, laundry, 
post office and store. 

Fitted into a hull little more than 
370 feet long and 39 feet wide are 
innumerable compartments, store - 
rooms, lockers and cubicles. A com- 
plex web of lines and cables link 
navigational and fire control instru- 
ments, radio, radar and sonar to the 
control centers of the ship. A power 
plant which can produce as much as 
60,000 horsepower gives life to the 
whole layout. The result is a sea- 
going marvel, capable of doing any 
one of a hundred jobs-and earning 
a “Well Done” doing it. 

It’s true that destroyers are being 
specialized-witness the 33 DDEs 
and 36 DDRs-but the Navy still has 
179 run - of - the - mill “greyhounds” 
scattered throughout the world, as 
ready today as they were in World 
War I1 to screen a fleet, shoot it out 
with an enemy plane or shore bat- 
tery, act as a weather station, fron- 
tier guard or picket. All these jobs 
destroyers and destroyer men “can” 
do. 

-Barney Baugh, JO1, USN 

(left) and the light mine layer, DM. 
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Blind Veteran Rescues Three 
A blind Korean War veteran, for- 

mer member of the U. S. Marine 
Corps, braved the treacherous wat- 
ers of the Pascagoula River near 
Lucedale, Miss., to swim to the res- 
cue of two teen age girls and a 22- 
year-old man. 

Here’s what had happened. While 
wading along the banks of the river, 
the girls had slipped into deep water 
and were being carried away into 
mid-stream by the swift current. 

James Peacock, another member 
of the party, heard their cries for 
help and made an attempt to rescue 
them. He was also carried away by 
the current. 

Charles Vines, who was blinded 
by a mortar shell in Korea, then 
heard their shouts for help. He 
plunged into the river and began 
swimming towards them, guided 
only by the sound of their frenzied 
yells. On the first attempt he located 
one girl and almost managed to get 
the second one, but she was carried 
away from him by‘the force of the 
water. He then swam to the bank 
with the first girl and deposited her 
safely ashore. Immediately he leaped 
back into the river, swam to the sec- 

ond girl and brought her to shore. 
Then Vines, tiring by this time from 
his exertions, entered the water for 
the third time and rescued Peacock. 

Sailors See New Japanese Ports 
Under a new policy of making 

good will visits to Japanese ports 
not usually frequented by American 
warships, uss Saint Paul (CA 7 3 ) ,  
flagship of the U.S. Seventh Fleet, 
paid a visit to Toyama recently. 

Rarely visited by American Navy 
vessels, the port city went all out to 
welcome the visiting sailors as the 
Mayor of Toyama led a delegation of 
citizens to greet the ship and her 
crew. 

During the three-day visit, Saint 
Paul played host to nearly 2000 
Japanese school * children and en- 
gaged in a full round of sporting 
and social events. 

Highlighting the visit was a chal- 
lenge game between the ship’s base- 
ball team and the Toyama Giants. 
Some 10,000 rabid baseball fans 
saw the speedy Giants topple the 
ship’s nine 6-4. On the following 
day, the Seventh Fleet band played 
to a full house in the Toyama Muni- 
cipal Auditorium. 

Anchor Washing Made Easy 
Washing down the anchor chain 

while “lifting the hook” has become 
a safe one-man job on board uss 
Marquette (AKA 95), thanks to a 
little brain work and manual labor 
by a member of the attack cargo 
ship’s engineering force. 

Usually several men are needed 
to wash down an anchor and chain, 
with a couple of them leaning pre- 
cariously over the bulwarks to direct 
the stream of water from a two-and- 
one-half-inch hose while the anchor 
is being raised. 

T. L. Kusmierz, MEFN, USN, has 
simplified the whole operation by 
rigging up a metal rod with a clamp 
on one end to hold the hose nozzle 
over the side, and another clamp 
which is made fast to the bulwark. 
The coupling at the hose nozzle 
swivels on the extension bracket and 
is flexible enough to permit a stream 
of water to be played from side to 
side of the anchor and chain. 

Using the “Kusmierz clamp,” one 
man can direct an accurate stream 
of water merely by moving the hose 
in a limited arc, and it is not neces- 
sary to lean over the bulwark. 

’ 

/f You Don‘t Rattle fasily Try Herpetology for a Hobby 
Like to know how to have a 

rattling good time on liberty using 
only a blunt stick and a cloth sack? 
John E. Joy, HMC, USN, can fill you 
in on the details. 

Recently, for example, the good 
chief took his blunt stick and cloth 
sack into the mountainous area 
around Noxen, Penn. After a two- 
day hike he returned with his sack 
full of rattlesnakes-23 of them to 
be exact. 

Before you decide to emulate the 
chief though, it would be best if 
you studied the subject as he has 
done. Snake collecting is, in fact, 
Joy’s main hobby and dates back 
to the days of his childhood in 
Denver, Colo. 

As a youngster, he heard many RATTLERS, ANYONE? John E. Joy, 
weird stories about the activities of 
reptiles and, being an inquisitive 
type, decided to find if they were 
true. Since that time he has de- 
bunked many snake stories and 
found others which are equally 
weird but true. 

Since entering ‘the Navy in 1940, 
he has had ample chance to add to 

HMC, USN, makes a hobby of cap- 
turing and studying rattlesnakes. 

his knowledge and collection of 
snakes through his travels. He has 
hit 44 states, Japan, China, the 
Philippine Islands, other South 
Pacific Islands, Central and South 
America, Europe and several Carib- 

bean Islands in the course of duty 
and his search for reptiles. 

He has a standard operating pro- 
cedure for any new fields he at- 
temps to conquer. First he obtains 
a topographical map of the area 
and studies it for a couple of days. 
Then, taking into consideration the 
climate, season, barometric pres- 
sure and other pertinent informa- 
tion, he starts his search. 

Since it isn’t very practical to 
run around the Navy with a bar- 
racks bag full of snakes (the men 
in his compartment might object) 
the chief usually gives the speci- 
mens he collects to different scienti- 
fic laboratories in return for further 
literature and information on Her- 
petology-the study of snakes. 

If you’re interested in pitching 
a liberty with the chief, look him 
up the next time you’re around 
Pennsylvania. He’s stationed at 
NRTC Kingston. 

Maybe he’ll have a few samples of 
his catches to keep you company. 
- J. H. Llewellyn, YNC, USNR, NRTC 
Kingston, Pa. 
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This is the 1955 Enlisted Promotion Picture As It Affects You 
new computation system will go A into effect beginning with the 

February 1955 examinations for ad- 
vancement in rating. The method of 
computing the final multiple scores 
that determine who gets advanced 
within the quotas will be changed to 
give more credit to experience and 
performance factors. 

Under the new system, the aver- 
age man in a rate which is restricted 
may look forward to marked increase 
in his final multiple as he acquires 
additional service, thereby increas- 
ing his chances of advancement at 
an earlier time than under the old 
system. 

Here’s the new multiple computa- 
tion table: 

MAXIMUM 
FACTOR CREDIT CREDIT 

Exam Score Actuol Passing Score 
Mode 80 

Total Service 2 Points Per Year 40 
Service in 2 Points per Year 10 

Awards 4 points per Good 
1 Conduct Medal. 

Sliding Scale for 
other awards 20 

Final Multiple (sum) 150 

Grade 

Y0~’1l see that under the new 
method, the exam score credit has 
been kept the same while the credit 
for each year of service has been 
doubled. Also, credit for a Good 
Conduct Medal has increased from 
one point to four points. 

The new system also gives more 
credit for the period between exam- 
nations. Thus, the man who has 

I 

~ 

Why ain‘t I working? . . . Well, I didn’t 
see you coming.” 

42 

”Check that little ‘01 altimeter again.” 

been discouraged by taking the exam 
time after time without advancement 
should feel encouraged to see that 
he will now get a credit of two 
points for each period of six months 
between exams. Personnel compet- 
ing for CPO will gain four points 
per year since these are annual 
exams. 

Number of Advancements 
No forecast can be made at this 

time as to how many advancements 
will be made in 1955. However, it 
is expected that many more advance- 
ments to pay grades E-4 and E-5 
will be made as a result of large 
losses occurring as the early Korean 
conflict enlistments expire. 

Last May, 50,000 personnel were 
promoted out of the 115,000 who 
passed the E-4 and E-5 exams. In 
May of 1952, everyone in those pay 
grades who passed the exams was 
promoted. May 1954 was the low 
point, but it is expected that the 
situation will be much brighter in 
those pay grades in 1955. 

The picture will be somewhat dif- 
ferent in pay grades E-6 and E-7, 
however. The re-enlistment rate in 
these grades is much higher than in 
pay grades E-4 and E-5. The “criti- 
cal” rates (RD, SO, FT, MN, ET, 
TE, RM, MR, EM, IC and FP) will 
still be wide open. The majority of 
rates in these pay grades will get 
about the same size quotas as in 
May and June of this year, but in 
some rates no exams will be held 
next February (see box). 

0 Questions on the Advancement 
System 
In the May 1954 issue of ALL 

HANDS, p. 52, some of the questions 
asked most often about the examina- 
tion system were answered. Some 
of those answers applied particular- 
ly to advancement to pay grade E-4, 
but many were also applicable to all 
pay grades. Here are some more 
answers to frequently asked ques- 
tions which apply to all rates: 

Why not give a candidate special 
credit on his multiple score for hav- 
ing passed exams previously? 

Because passing the exam is not 
that important. The old timer gets 
plenty of credit for service under 
the new multiple system and he 
should be ready and wilIing to take 
on the new-comer without further 
aid. Passing an exam only shows 
that the candidate has the minimum 
qualifications for the next higher 
rate. Where competition for vacan- 
cies exists, only the best qualified get 
advanced. 

Why does BuPers give rates to 
men who are about to leave the 
Navy while the career man is left 
out? 

BuPers does not discriminate 
against a man just because he hasn’t 
made up his mind to reenlist. The 
man who has reenlisted, and thus, 
BuPers presumes, has more time in, 
gets credit for his additional service. 
Aside from that, it should be the 
competitive spirit that prevails. Bu- 
Pers does forecast the vacancies that 
will occur due to expiration of en- 
listments, and the size of the quota 
is adjusted to provide for those, but, 
as always, the additional numbers 
are open to service-wide competi- 
tion. 

Suppose I can’t make third-class 
by the end of my first enlistment-Is 
there any use going on? 

If you have been recommended 
for advancement, able to pass the 
examination, and are recommended 
for reenlistment, it shows that you 
have what it takes to be a petty 
officer. The new multiple computa- 
tion is designed to help men just like 
you. Watch the exam results next 
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Sea Transport Service Commands, 
except Headquarters Commander 
Military Sea Transportation Service, 
is now considered sea duty for pur- 
poses of advancement in rating. 

are contained in BuPers Notice 1414 
of 4 Aug 1954, bringing the infor- 
mation in the basic directive, Bu- 
Pers Inst. 1414.2, up to date. The 
revisions are contained in Change 2 
of that Instruction. 

Certain Former Naval Aviation 
Cadets Are Eligible for 
Two-Year College Training 

Certain Regular Navy officers still 
have two years of college coming to 
them under the Naval Aviation Col- 
lege Program. 

Under Public Law 729 (79th 
Congress) as amended, approved 13 
Aug 1946, selected Naval Aviation 
candidates who were high school 
graduates were given two academic 
years of college level instruction. 

Upon satisfactory completion of 
these two years, they were ordered 
to flight training and then to active 
duty. At the end of their first year 
of commissioned service, many of 
these officers elected to make the 
Navy their career and in order to 
complete the education of these for- 
mer NACP officers, the Navy agreed 
(under PL 729) to order them to 
their final two years of college train- 
ing while they retain their status 
as officers and retain their orders to 
flight duty. 

Previous planning called for the 
return of the former NACP officers 
to college upon completion of their 
first tour of duty. However, the Kor- 
ean war delayed this program. But 
this fall it is being started up again 
and NACP officers will be returning 
to college in increasing numbers until 
all eligible officers have completed 
the program. 

Assignment to the program is au- 
tomatic and no action is required on 
the part of the officer, except that 
he may indicate a preference for a 
particular college by writing to the 
Chief of Naval Personnel (Attn: 
Pers-C1222). Most of the 52 NRO- 
TC universities listed in the Catalog 
of U.S. Naval Training Activities 
and Courses (NavPers 91769-A, 
January 1953) plus one other, 
George Washington University, 
Washington, D.C., are used for the 

Complete details on the changes- 

college training. In order to main- 
tain their flight proficiency while 
attending college, aviators must se- 
lect an institution near a naval air 
station. 

Regular pay and allowances will 
continue while officers are attending 
college and all expenses incident to 
academic and physical training (tui- 
tion, fees, and books) will be borne 
by the Navy. 

Every eligible officer is entitled 
to two academic years of college 
level instruction. The summer term 
is considered by the Navy as one 
semester or one quarter. 

Since several years have elapsed 
since the officer’s first two years at 
college, it is expected that some dif- 
ficulty may be experienced in return- 
ing to proper study habits. Since 
there are no course requirements de- 

Ensign and His Hat  Are All 
Wet, Bot Watch Ticks O n  

The dripping ensign had just 
saved a life in the cold waters of 
Yokosuka harbor. The crew on the 
deck of his destroyer was hushed 
and expectant as he climbed 
back aboard, awaiting his first 
words. They were, “My watch 
was waterproof, so that’s all right; 
but my hat-it’s ruined!” 

Author of those far-from-im- 
mortal words was Ensign Nathan 
B. Steiger, USN, of uss Theodore 
E .  ChandleT (DD 717). 

His life-saving stint had come 
while the destroyer was tied up 
in the Japanese port and a visiting 
businessman fell between two 
moored ships. 

Steiger, who had been standing‘ 
on deck, heard the man’s cry and 
dashed over to lend assistance. 
By that time the victim in the 
water had drifted beneath heavy 
timbers that had been placed be- 
tween the two ships to serve as 
camels. 

Without hesitation Ensign Stei- 
ger climbed over the rail of his 
ship, dropped into the water, lo- 
cated and held the victim above 
the surface until others could pull 
him to safety. 

Neither Ensign Steiger nor the 
rescued man was much the worse 
for wear. The only casualty was 
the ensign’s hat. 

manded by the Navy, the officers are, 
for the most part, free to select 
courses of their own choice, subject 
only to the approval of the college 
authorities and guidance by the Pro- 
fessor of Naval Science. 

However, the officer is urged to 
enroll in courses that are a continua- 
tion of his previous studies during 
his first two years of college or to 
select subjects which will benefit him 
in his naval career. In either case, 
BuPers advises, the officer should act 
wisely in his selection of subjects so 
that he will be able to obtain a 
degree upon completion of the two 
years allowed. 

. 

- 

NROTC Ensigns and LTJGs 
May Request Transfer 
To Civil Engineer Corps 

NROTC trainees commissioned in 
the U. S. Navy as ensigns and lieu- 
tenants (junior grade), who have not 
yet been selected for retention in a 
career status and who possess an ap- 
propriate baccalaureate degree from 
a properly accredited college, may 
now request change of designator to 
the Civil Engineer Corps after com- 
pleting 12 months (and before com- 
pleting 24 months) of active com- 
missioned service. 

Authority for requesting the 
change of designator is contained in 
BuPers Inst. 1520.5B of 2 Jul 1954, 
which supersedes BuPers Inst. 
1520.5A. 

A board will be convened in Tuly 
of each year to consider the applica- 
tions of qualified officers. Applica- 
tions may be forwarded during the 
first year of commissioned service, 
and prior to 15 June of each year, 
but no request will be presented to 
the board until the requesting officer 
has completed 12 months’ active 1 

commissioned service. 
Officers recommended by the 

board will be transferred to the Civil 
Engineer Corps and assigned to duty 
in a CEC billet at the earliest prac- 
ticable date after selections have 
beeh made. Officers transferred to 
the CEC who submit requests for 
retention in the Navy will be con- 
sidered for retention as Civil En- 
gineer Corps (Code 5100) officers 
during their third year of active 
service. 

The new instruction also allows 
other NROTC ensigns and LTJGs 
to request Staff Corps designators 
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for PIS to check into the possibili- 
ties of taking advantage of changing 
their rating to one in the electronic 
field. 

Conversion to the LI  rating may 
be accomplished by one of the fol- 
lowing procedures, whichever is ap- 
propriate: 

0 Change in rating symbols of 
strikers. 

Change in rating in the same 
pay grade on recommendation and 
successful completion of service- 
wide exam. 

Advancement from PI in one 
pay grade to LI  in the next higher 
pay grade. 

PISN and PISA may qualify for, 
and be changed to, LISN and LISA 
in accordance with BuPers Inst. 
1430.4. 

Recommendations for change in 
rating from PI to LI  in equal pay 
grade may be submitted in the cases 
of personnel who take the service- 
wide competitive examination for LI  
of the same pay grade at  the regularly 
scheduled times for such examina- 
tion (the February 1955 examina- 
tions will be the first used for this 
purpose). Personnel taking examina- 
tions for change-over will have their 
examination answer sheets submitted 
to the Naval Examining Center for 
scoring. 

To be eligible for participation in 
the examination you must have com- 
pleted the appropriate naval train- 
ing courses required by NavPers 
10052B for the LI  rate concerned. 
Also you must have completed the 
practical factors in the Manual for 
Qualifications for Advancement in 
Rating (NavPers 18068) for the pro- 
fessional qualifications for the LI 
rate concerned. 

You may also qualify for concur- 
rent change and advancement in rat- 
ing by taking the examination for 
advancement to the next higher pay 
grade in the LI rating. Personnel 
who pass this examination but can- 
not be advanced due to quota limi- 
tations will be changed to LI  in 
equal pay grade. 

Naval Reservists and members of 
the Fleet Reserve on active duty 
who hold PI ratings will be recom- 
mended for a change to the appro- 
priate emergency service rating of 
LIP or LIT upon successful comple- 
tion of the service-wide competitive 
examinations. 
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”But it‘s my inspection hat and I’m sure 
the Captain won’t mind going back for it.” 

Housing Improves in Alaska 
With 344 New Homes at Kodiak 

The housing shortage in Kodiak, 
Alaska, was struck a mighty blow as 
344 modern homes were readied for 
occupancy in the Aleutian Homes 
Project. 

The first 18 dwellings were occu- 
pied in mid-July with the others be- 
ing occupied when completed. All 
units wer scheduled for completion in 
September. 

The Aleutian Homes Project, sanc- 
tioned by the FHA, began in Feb- 
ruary 1953 and is divided into three 
types of homes. Type 1 consists of 
79 two-bedroom units without 
garage. Type 2 has 171 two-bedroom 
units with garage and type 3 has 
94 three-bedroom units with garage. 
The monthly rental is $110, $130 
and $150, respectively. Utilities are 
not figured in the basic monthly rent 
figure. 

All the homes are unfurnished ex- 
cept for a few basic items. Type 1 
homes have bottled-gas kitchen 
stoves, water heaters and electric 
refrigerators. Type 2 homes have all 
these, plus an automatic clothes 
dryer and type 3 homes have all the 
above plus a semi-automatic wash- 
ing machine. 

All the homes are centrally heated 
and the heating plant may also be 
utilized as an air-conditioning unit 
during the summer. 

The four-and-a-half-million dollar 
housing project gives military per- 
sonnel top priority on occupancy, 
followed by civilian employees of the 
Navy and then citizens of the town 
of Kodiak. 

Six New Films on Navy Life 
Available for Distribution To 
Film Libraries PlOs 

Six new Navy public information 
films are now available for distribu- 
tion to film libraries arid public in- 
formation officers throughout the 
Navy. These films portray various 
phases of Navy life and are aimed 
toward giving a better understand- 
ing of the Navy’ position in the 
world today. The films are: 

0 “Report of the Navy” a 20- 
minute color film depicting the im- 
portant events that happened in the 
U. S. during the period 1953-54. 
The Navy’s role in the wind-up of 
the Korean action is shown together 
with the constant training, build-up, 
and planning done to maintain the 
Navy as a potent deterrent to ag- 
gression. 

“Story of Naval Aviation” is a 
28-minute- black-and-white film 
which shows the chronological de- 
velopment of U. s. naval aviation 
from its inception to its present role 
as a major striking weapon of the 
fleet. Such significant events as the 
first trans-Atlantic flight and the first 
U. S. carrier landing are depicted, 
as well as the use of present day 
high performance Navy jet aircraft. 
The close integration of aviation in 
fleet operations is stressed through- 
out. 

0 “The Annapolis Story” is a 28- 
minute color film which briefly out- 
lines the four-year course at  the 
U. S. Naval Academy covering its 
professional, educational, athletic and 
recreational highlights. The picture 
presents a balanced, graphic descrip- 
tion of the Academy, what it does 
and what it has to offer. 

0 “Carrier Action Off Korea” is a 
13K-minute film in black-and-white 
which illustrates the role carrier avi- 
ation played during the Korean con- 
flict. 

0 “David Taylor Model Basin” is 
a 12-minute black-and-white film 
dealing with the story of the men 
and science involved in the research, 
development and testing of ship and 
aircraft designs for the Navy. 

“Take ’er Down” is a 13?;-min- 
ute black-and-white film which pre- 
sents the thrilling history of the 
Navy’s undersea service from the 
building of uss Holland, in the early 
1900s to the launching of the atomic 
powered uss Nautilus. 
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Roundup of Action on Legislation of Interest to the Navyman 
A full slate of new laws which 

affect the Navyman, his dependents 
and the Navy veteran was passed by 
the now-adjourned 83rd Congress. 

Here is the final summary of 
changes in status of bills previously 
introduced and reported in this sec- 
tion. 

Legislation which did not become 
a public law is not included in this 
final round-up since, as explained 

below, it must now be reconsidered. 
Any bills introduced but not acted 

on as the 83rd Congress came to an 
end have now died. However, the 
same bill-or one like it-can be re- 
introduced in the next Congress. If 
a similar bill should be introduced, 
the committee work done on the for- 
mer bill will probably be taken into 
consideration by the new committee 
and therefore will not be wasted. 

USS Oregon’s Record Run 
Most Nav’ymen wil l recall the speed run 

made by the aircraft carrier USS Boxer (CV 
21) in mid-1950. Soon after the outbreak of 
the Korean war, Boxer made her record-set- 
ting trans-Pacific crossing with a load of 
badly needed aircraft. 

But this wasn’t the first time that a naval 
vessel had been called upon to perform such 
a feat of speed in time of emergency. 

When relations between the U. S. and 
Spain reached the breaking point in 1898, 
Rear Admiral William T. Sampson, USN, was 
ordered to gather together a fleet of wnr- 
ships in Florida for action in the Cuban area. 

One of the ships destined for this fleet was 
the battleship USS Oregon (8B 3), which at 
the time was berthed a t  Son Francisco, Calif. 
Captain Charles E. Clark, USN, was dis- 
patched there to take command of Oregon, 
one of the largest ships of  that time. He was 
to proceed through the Strait of Magellan 
and join the fleet in Florida. 

When he arrived, Captain Clark found the 
crew green but eager. Oregon began her 
long trip in mid-March 1898. Soon after get- 
ting underway, the ship‘s engines became 
unbearably hot. The chief engineer reported 
that Oregon would not be able to hold the 
speed necessary to reach her destination in 
time if salt water had to be taken into the 
boilers. 

The Captain told the crew the situation 
and they volunteered to give up their own 
fresh water in order to get the ship to battle. 
The crew also decided to give the firemen 
and coal passers Oregon’s stock of ice be- 
cause of the inferno-like heat of the engine- 
room during the forced run. 

The ship made record time down the Pa- 
cif ic Coast of South America but was forced 
to lie-to during a gale while passing through 
the Strait of Magellan. 

After riding out the storm, Oregon picked 
up the gunboat Marieffa which arranged 
loading of a much needed supply of coal at 
Sandy Point. Marietfa also brought word 
that hostilities with Spain were imminent. 

Recoaled at Rio de Janeiro on 30 April, 
Oregon proceeded toward the U. 5. in com- 
pany with Marietta and the merchant steamer 
Nictheroy. Slowed down by the small ships, 
Oregon finally abandoned her escort in spite 
of the danger of Spanish warships in the 
area. 

The Spanish Fleet did not sight Oregon 
and on 24 May 1898 she reached Jupiter 
Inlet, Fla., ready for battle. Three days 
later she was heartily cheered by the crew- 
men of t he  other vessels of Admiral Samp- 
son’s battle fleet as she steamed along the 
line of ships. 

Oregon had completed the longest and 
fastest run achieved up to that time in naval 
history. During the passage of 14,700 miles, 
her average speed, not including port time, 
had been 11.6 knots, a record for that day. 

An important result of the speed run was 
to point out the need for a canal to link 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans for more 
effective naval operations. 

During World War 1, Oregon served as 
flagship for the Commander Pacific Fleet. 
Her last duty before being decommissioned 
was sehing as President Woodrow Wilson’s 
reviewing ship. 

Stripped down to the main .deck, Oregon 
is at present moored in Apra Harbor, Guam. 

Family Housing - Public Law 765 
(evolving from H. R. 9924): ‘In 
part, authorizes the Secretary of the 
Navy to order the repair or construc- 
tion of more family housing units for 
military personnel and their depend- 
ents at various naval stations and 
Marine Corps activities both in the 
continental U. S. and at overseas 
bases. 

P.O.W. Benefits - Public Law 615 
(evolving from H. R. 9390): Ex- 
tends benefits to Korean War veter- 
ans similar to those offered to World 
War I1 veterans. The law provides 
benefits of $1 a day “detention bene- 
fits” for each day a serviceman was 
held captive in Korea and another 
$1.50 a day for each day that it is 
later determined that he was held 
prisoner under conditions inferior to 
those set down by the Geneva Con- 
vention or .was subjected to “in- 
humane treatment” at the hands of 

Burial Benefits - Public Law 495 
(evolving from S.1999) : Authorizes 
burial rights for Naval Reservists 
who die while on active duty, on ac- 
tive duty for training, while perform- 
ing authorized military travel, or un- 
der certain other circumstances. The 
law also provides certain burial bene- 
fits for dependents of military person- 
nel who may die while residing with 
the serviceman at a place outside the 
continental limits of the U. S. 

.his captors. 

Veteran Homestead Rights - Pub- 
lic Law 402 (evolving from S. 
1823): Allows the same benefits to 
Korean veterans allowed to World 
War 11 veterans in connection with 
priority for homestead rights. 

Reserve Officers Personnel Act - 
Public Law 773 (evolving from H.R. 
6573) : The new law is based on the 
proposition that basically, promotion 
of Naval Reserve officers on active 
duty should parallel promotion pro- 
visions for Regular officers. The law 
provides a statutory basis for Naval 
Reserve officer promotion and elimi- 
nation and also contains provisions 
relating to precedence, constructive 
credit, distribution and retention of 
Reserve officers. 

Academy Appointments - Public 
Law 381 (evolving from H. R. 
4231). Authorizes appointments from 
the “U.S. at large” of sons of mem- 
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to those of Stateside commissaries. 
The quality of food on the German 
market is excellent with the cost of 
most fresh items less than Stateside 
prices. 

Fresh milk, eggs, and butter are 
supplied to commissaries daily from 
Holland and Denmark. The prices 
of these items are reasonable, being 
about equal to the cost in the U. S. 
Also, a wide variety of baby foods 
can be purchased at all major in- 
stallations. 

Automobiles-Automobiles may be 
shipped to Europe via MSTS and 
should not be more than seven years 
old. Cars operated in Germany must 
have a minimum of $5,000-10,000 
personal liability and $5,000 prop- 
erty damage insurance coverage. 
This insurance can be bought in 
Germany. Proof of ownership and a 
shipping document - obtained 
through the MSTS office at the New 
York Port of Embarkation-are both 
needed. 

Gasoline is obtainable at 16 cents 
a gallon and is presently rationed 
at  100 gallons a month. Stateside 
motor oil is available at 25 cents a 
quart. Suitable repair facilities may 
be obtained either through the Ex- 
change system or at German garages. 
Automobiles are considered an asset 
int Germany and many pleasant trips 
are possible within the time limita- 
tions of a weekend. 

Medical care - All posts in the 
American Zone of Germany provide 
medical and dental care. General 
and station hospitals are available as 
well as dispensaries. 

Pets-At the present time, pets 
may be brought into Germany with- 
out restriction and without quaran- 
tine. Regulations covering transpor- 
tation of-pets via MSTS change from 
time to time, so it’s recommended 
that you contact the MSTS office 
in New York for current regulations 
if you desire to bring a pet to Ger- 
many. 

Education - A dependent school 
system from kindergarten through 
high school is maintained for chil- 
dren of American service personnel. 
The teachers are accredited instruct- 
ors from the States with the excep- 
tion of the language teachers, many 
of whom are foreign nationals. 
Schools are free to all dependents of 
military personnel and are available 
at  all posts where U. S. naval in- 
stallations are located. The Univer- 

sity of Maryland operates evening 
college-courses at  all major posts in 
the American Zone. 

Religion-Services are held Sun- 
days and weekdays by Army chap- 
lains of all faiths. American personnel 
may also attend German churches if 
they desire. 

Recreation - Outstanding recrea- 
tional facilities are provided by the 
Army’s Special Services division. 
Clubs, theaters, libraries, hobby and 
handicraft shops, photographic dark- 
rooms, and bowling alleys are avail- 
able as well as the usual sports of 
basketball, golf, tennis, softball and 
swimming. 

German theaters present a year- 
round program of opera, concerts and 
ballet. Large leave and recreation 
centers are set up  in Garmisch, 
Berchtesgaden and Chiemsee, where 
skiing, bob sledding and ice skating 
are favorite winter sports. 

Pamphlets giving detailed infor- 
mation on Germany may be obtained 
by writing to the Chief of Naval 
Personnel (Attn: Pers-G212), Navy 
Department, Washington 25, D. C. 

Tough W a y  to Make a Living But 
This ’Enemy’ Keeps Coming Back 

Getting shot at every day seems 
like a tough way to make a living, 
but one small Navy outfit takes it in 
stride and calls the duty “just a day’s 
work.” 

The outfit is a Utility Squadron 4 
detachment, composed of a lieuten- 
ant, three CPOs and seven white 
hats stationed at NAS, Jacksonville, 
Fla. Their job is providing tow tar- 
get service for Atlantic Fleet ships. 

The 11 men fly two JD “Invaders” 
up and down the Florida and 
Georgia coastline trailing a huge 30- 
foot target sleeve behind them while 
everything from 50-caliber machine 
gun bullets to eight-inch shells are 
thrown their way by various ships. 

On a normal towing job, each of 
the detachment’s JDs carries 12 tar- 
gets-towing them one at a time. If 
a ship requests it, the planes fly over 
while the‘ship fires at the target, and 
then drop the target close-by where 
it can be picked up by the crew to 
check the accuracy of their gunnery. 

When they are not being shot at 
they are being tracked on radar and 
intercepted by Navy, Air Force and 
Air National Guard aircraft. 





iviay ro .ZI JUI I Y ~ .  Lomtmt v au- 
thorized. * NICHOLSON, Archibald T., Jr., CDR, 
USN, for meritorious service in Korea 
from 18 Jun to 14 Oct 1952. Combat 
“V” authorized. * ODELL, John E., Jr., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 31 
Oct 1952 to 21 Apr 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * NORMAN, Oliver L., LTJG, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea\ from 25 
Aug to 21 Sep 1952. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * NOVAK, Wallace, LT, USNR, for meri- 
torious service in Korea from 17 Dec 
1951 to 12 Jan 1952. Combat “V” 
authorized. . * PASCHAL, Joe B., CAPT, USN, for 
meritorious achievement in Korea from 
13 Oct 1952 to 22 Apr 1953. Combat 
“V” authorized. * PEACOCK, Andrew J., Jr., LT, USNR, 
for meritorious service in Korea from 
24 Dec 1952 to 2 Jul 1953. Combat 
“V” authorized. * QUIGLEY, Donald F., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 27 
Feb to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * QUINN, Frank N., LCDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 21 
Nov 1951 to 6 Jun 1952 and from 19 
Mar to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * RANDELL, William B., LT, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 1 Aug 
1952 to 3 J.1 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * RODIER, Richard L., LT, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 10 Jun 
1952 to 11 May 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * ROSTAN, David A., LTJG, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 20 
Oct 1951 to 10 Sep 1952. Combat “V” 
authorized. * ROTH, Emil S., LT, USN, for meri- 
torious service in Korea from 9 Aug 
to 3 Sep 1952. Combat “V” authorized. * RUBEL, David M., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 30 
Jan to 11 Jul 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * RYAN, George G., LT, USN, for meri- 
torious service in Korea from 16 Apr 
to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” authorized. * SALMON, Nelson B., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 18 
Apr to 29 Sep 1952. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * SCHOLES, James A., LCDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 28 
May 1952 to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * SIMCOX, William A., LT, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 21 
Mar to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * SMITH, Ernest P., LCDR, USN, for 

authorized. * SMITH, Stanford S., LT, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 30 
May 1951 to 5 Jun 1952. Combat “V” 
authorized. * STEERS, William R,, LT, USNR, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 6 
Dec 1952 to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * STENCIL, Walter J., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 15 
JLI~ to 26 Nov 1952. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * STEVENS, Henry E., LTJG, USNR, 
for meritorious service in Korea from 
7 Nov 1951 to 18 Jul 1952. Combat 
“V” authorized. * SULLIVAN, Bruce M., LT, USNR, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 3 Jan 
to 8 Mar 1953. Combat “V” author- 
ized. * SUMMERS, Donald L., BMC, USN, 
for meritorious achievement in Korea 
from 1 Dec 1952 to 16 Mar 1953. 
Combat “V” authorized. * TAYLOR, Robert C., LTJG, USNR, 
for meritorious service in Korea from 7 
Nov 1952 to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * TENANTY, Joseph R., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 9 
May to 27 Jul 1953. Combat “V” au- 
thorized. * THOMPSON, Ray S., Jr., CDR, USN, 

for meritorious service in Korea from 27 
Nov 1951 to 3 Jul 1952 and from 14 
Nov 1952 to 8 Mar 1953. Combat “V” 
authorized. * WADSWORTH, Victor F., CDR, USN, 
for meritorious service in Korea from 
21 Nov 1951 to 30 Mar 1952. Combat 
“V” authorized. * WELLS, Tom H., CDR, USN, for 
meritorious service in Korea from 6 
Nov 1951 to 4 Apr 1952. Combat “V” 
authorized. * WIELAND, Daniel T., Jr., LT, USN, 
for meritorious service in Korea from 
26 Jul 1951 to 8 Aug 1952. Combat 
“V” authorized. 





BATTLE OF MANILA BAY-1898 
A stag officer who watched Dewey in action tells how the Commodore ordered his squadron 
seemingly into the jaws of destruction only to turn the tables with his daring battle plan 

and fight the conflict to its blazing conclusion. 

Taken from the pages of With Dewey at Manila by “An Officer on 
hoard the flagship Olympia.” Edited by Thomas J. Vivian. originally 
copyrighted by R. F. Fen& and Co 1898. trans- 
ferred to Landau Book Co. Inc., 235 ‘Pourth Avedue, N& Yo&, N. Y. 
Now in public domain. 

New York N. Y 

I t  had been scarcely five days since the U. S., follow- 
i ~ g  the sinking of the battleship Maine in Havana 
harbor, had declared war on Spain. 

Now,  halfway around the world, the battle-gray ships 
of Commodore George Dewey’s Pacific squadron slid 
stealthily into Manila Bay to  take on the highly regarded 
Spanish Fleet in the first major action of the war - and 
one of the most decisive. 

To many it shaped up as a one-sided battle - on the 
side of the Spanish. Spain boasted of the prowess of 
Rear Admiral Patricio hf ontojo’s squadron. Moreover, 
it was known that shore batteries were spotted all around 
the Philippine harbor and the enemy’s “minefield” had 
been widely advertised. 

But Dewey Rnew his ships, he knew the fighting 
quality of his men - and he also knew 
plenty about the enemy harbor. H e  h d  
been reading everything he could on the 
Spanish defenses. So o n  the night of 1 May 
1898, the American commander led his 
battle-darkened fleet into the harbor, right 
past rows of protecting shore batteries that 
fired only an occasional shot in protest. 

A s  the first streaks of dawn painted the 
sky, Dewey spotted the Spanish armada 
drawn up in a line across the entrance to 
the small bay which separates Cavite from 
the mainlanjd (see chart). His stratefy was 

fire at about 5000 yards, gradually lessen the range to 
2000 yards, and then countermarch in a line approxi- 
mately parallel to that of the enemy fleet. His  vessels 
would thus turn an alternate side in firinf enabling every 
battery to come into play in succession, t ereby easing the 
strain on the sweating gunners. Montojo, on the other 
hand, would be forced to  fire from his fixed positions. 

How well the Commodore’s strategy worked and with 
what devastating egect the American gunners carried out 
their mission is dramatically told in this eyewitness 
account of the battle set down by an unnamed officer on 
board the flagship Olympia. 

WITH DRUMS BEATING TO QUARTERS, we sailed some 
seventeen miles up the bay. As soon as we had 

sighted the Spaniards, our fleet passed in a broad curve 
to the east side of the bay. Then, with the Olympia 
leading, we curved around the Manila water front, again 
turned and headed for a sailing line exactly parallel to 

the line of Montojo’s fleet. 
The Commodore’s plan-and from first 

to last he followed it out with a grim and 
steadfast precisilon that made every man 
in the fleet as grim and deliberate - the 
Commodore’s plan of action was simply 
this: To detour to the east in order to drop 
the supply ships at a careful distance and 
then to sweep around with sufficient way 
to have good sailing past the enemy. Each 
of the ships was to hold her fire until with- 
in certain effective distance; to pour in every 
availabk shot as she passed the enemy’s 

to advance on the Spanish ships,--open Admiral George Dewey fleet and forts; to w6eel as soon as ;he 
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within a distance ol four thousand yards of the Spanish 
column. 

“Open with all guns,” said the Commodore, and they 
were opened. That is, all on the port broadside. The 
eight-inchers roared and the five-inch rapid firers sput- 
tered and cracked, and soon the Baltimore was booming 
away, then the Raleigh, then the Boston and Concord 
and finally the Petrel, as busy and earnest in the manage- 
ment of her long popguns as though the very issue of the 
fight depended on her. 

It Gas duriig the frightful hubbub of the duel be- 
tween the admiral and the Commodore that two gun- 
boats belonging to the Mindanao and acting as torpedo 
boats crept out from behind the Cavite pier and started 
in to do desperate deeds. One stole out along the shore, 
then turned and made for the supply ships, while the 
other headed for the Olympia. The Petrel was sent after 
the first and after a sharp bark or two from her four- 
pounders, the Spaniard evidently gave up the job and 
mnrlp fnr the qhnre T h e  Petrpl made after her and while 





TWO VIEWS of the Spanish flagship Reina Cristina illustrate the devastating firepower produced by Dewey’s Squadron. 

and many of his men were killed. When the rain of gave no signs of surrender. Shot after shot struck the 
her fragments had ceased the Cristina settled and sank, Spaniard’s hull, until it was riddled like a sieve. Shell 
the remainder of her crew jumping overboard and after shell swept her upper decks, until under the awful 
swimming for the nearest consort. fire all of her upper guns were useless; but there was no 

The Baltimore then turned her attention‘to the Don sign of surrender. The main deck crew escaped, but the 
{uan de Austria,‘the Olympia and Raleigh steaming up captain and his officers clung to their wreck. On the 
to complete the destruction in as mercifully brief a time lower deck her gun crews stuck to their posts. AS shot 
as possible. The three cruisers poured a continuous after shot struck the shivering hulk, and still her lower 
stream of deadly steel into the Spaniard, which rocked guns answered back as best they might, it seemed as 
under the smashing. The Spaniard replied as best she though it was impossible to kill her. At last we noticed 
might, but in the midst of it all there came a roar that her in the throes, that sickening unmistakable lurch of 
drowned all previous noises. A shell from the Raleigh a sinking ship. Her commander noticed it too; still there 
had struck the Spaniard‘s magaine and exploded it. up was no surrender. Instead, he nailed the Spanish ensign 
shot the Austria’s decks in the flaming volcano, and so to what was left of the mast and the Don Antonio de 
terriffic was the explosion that the flying fragments of the Ulloa went down, not only with her colors flying, but 
cruiser actually tore away all the upper works of the gun- also with her lower guns still roaring defiance. 
boat El Correo which lay beside her. The Austria was a The fleet having been disposed of, our vessels next 
sinking wreck and El Correo was so nearly one that as turned their attention to the batteries, which still kept 
a coup de grace the Petrel steamed up close to the Span- firing, notwithstanding Montojo’s surrender. The most 
ish gunboat and put her out of misery and existence. pertinacious of the forts was one low down on Sangley 

A gunboat, which we learned afterward was the Point, which lies about opposite to the Cavite spit, and 
General Lezo, had been quite active during the cannon- which was armed with two Hontorio guns, which I 
ade on the Don Juun de Austria, and Commander Walker imagine must have been taken from the fleet. There were 
of the Concord, seeing this, turned his attention to the some pretty good gunners behind the Hontorios, one 
small Spaniard, and with a few well-directed shells soon of the shells striking the Boston and another smashing 
silenced her. She made for the shore, but before she the whaleboat of the Raleigh. W e  managed to cripple 
had reached it was ablaze, her crew taking to the water. one of these guns, but it was not until the Raleigh had 

The cruisers Velasco and Castilla were the next of the sailed in to about one thousand yards and had killed 
enemy’s ships to be wiped out. The Boston gave the six of the gunners that the second was silenced. 
Velasco special attention, Captain Wildes swiqging his One after the other of the remaining shore batteries 
ship around until he could give the Spaniard a broad- was settled, and then at 12:45 came what may be called 
side. When he had fired the Velasco listed heavily to the knockout blow. The bastions of the Cavite forts had 
port, showing the jagged rents in her starboard side as been crumbling under the shells of the Boston, Baki- 
she did so, then careened to the starboard and went down more, and Concord, while the Ruleigh, Olympiu, and 
smoking, with barely enough time for her crew to throw Petrel had been devoting themselves to the reduction of 
over their boats and make for the shore. The Custillu the arsenal. After half an hour’s fight of this sort the 



TAFF writer Barney Baugh, JOl, USN, got more first-hand 
comments from the office force than he expected when he 

sat down to write the story of the Navy’s cooperation with the 
Scouting movement (see page 18 of this issue). 

Digging for “color” for his story, Baugh found he had former 
Scouts all around him. Numbered among the magazine’s staff 
members are a couple of former Eagle Scouts, a Life Scout 
and three others of various grades. 

While gathering material’ for his Scouting article Baugh 
unearthed the interesting facts that (1)  a Girl Scout “Mariner” 
group, Troop No. 18 of Toledo, O., had requested and received 
permission to name their unit after the heavy cruiser Toledo 
(CA 133) and carry on that ship’s traditional spirit; and ( 2 )  a 
new revised edition of the Girl Scout Mariner’s Manual will 
give special mention to ALL HANDS. * * *  

ALL HANDS recently infiltrated the VR-7 area at Hickam Air 
Force Base. Our landing party went in and captured E. E. 
Nichols, ADAN, USN, attached to the MATS squadron. Nichols 
is now assigned to the drawing board formerly occupied by 
Ken Duggan, J03, USN. Duggan has decided to specialize in 
painting, by way of a four-year course at Syracuse University. 

New staffer Nichols studied at the University of Kansas, and 
after enlisting in the Navy, attended a Navy training school at 
Norman, Okla. Upon completion of the course he was assigned 
to VR-7, based in the land of the luau, where he was located 
and identified by our reconnaissance party. His work has 
appeared in numerous publications including the MATS maga- 
zine, “Trans-Pacifican,” of which he was an associate editor. * * *  

The aircraft carrier Randolph (CVA 15) is one for the birds. 
During flight operations one day a strange object entered the 

flight pattern, “requested” landing instructions and proceeded 
to make its approach. 

After a perfect landing, the uninvited flier was identified as 
a big-eyed owl and was immediately sent up to the executive 
officer’s stateroom for possible disciplinary action for interfer- 
ing with the night-flying operations of Carrier Air Group 14. 

The exec was lenient, however, and at  last report the visiting 
“airman” was being accorded all the courtesies of the ship. The 
owl, naturally, was given a name-“Randowl.” 
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THE BuPERS INFORMATION BULLETIN 

With approval of the Bureau of 
the Budget on 17 June 1952, this 
magazine is published monthly by 
the Bureau of Naval Personnel for the 
information and interest of the naval 
service as a whole. Opinions ex- 
pressed are not necessarily those of 
the Navy Department. Reference to 
regulations, orders and directives is 
for information only and does not 
by publication herein constitute au- 
thority for action, All original mate- 
rial may be reprinted as desired if 
proper credit is given ALL HANDS. 
Original articles of general interest 
may be forwarded to the Editor. 

~ 

PERSONAL COPIES: This magazine is far 
sale by Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Ofice, Washington 25, 
D. C.: 20 cents per copy; subscription price 
$2.25 a year, domestic (including FPO and 
APO addresses for overseas mail); $3.00, 
foreign. Remittance should be made direct 
to the Superintendent of Documents. Sub- 
scriptions are accepted for one year only. 

Distribution: By Section 8-3203 of the 
Bureau of Naval Personnel Manual the 
Bureau directs that appropriate steps be 
taken to insure that al l  hands have quick 
and convenient access to this magazine, and 
indicates that distribution should be effected 
on the basis of one copy for each 10 officers 
and enlisted personnel to accomplish the 
purpose of the magazine. 

In  most instances, the circulation of the maga- 
zine has been established in accordance with 
complement and on-board count statistics in the 
Bureau, on the basis of one copy for each 10 
officers and enlisted personnel. Because intra- 
activity shifts affect the Bureau’s statistics. and 
because organization of some activities may re- 
quire more copies than normally indicated to 
effect thorough distribution to all hands, the 
Bureau invites requests for additional copies as 
necessory to comply with the basic directive. 
This magozine i s  intended for all hands and . 
commanding officers should take necessory steps 
to make it available accordingly. 

The Bureau should be kept informed of chbnges 
in  the numbers of copies required; requests re- 
ceived by the 20th of the month can be effected 
with the succeeding issues. 

The Bureau should also be advised if the full 
number of copies i s  not received regularly. 

Normally, copies for Navy activities are dis- 
tributed only to those on the Standard Navy 
Distribution List in the ex ectation tho? such 
activities will make further Jstribution as neces- 
sary; where special circumstances warrant send- 
ing direct to sub-activities, the Bureau should 
be informed. 

erbonnel is  ef- 
fected bv the Commandant, U. S? Marine Carps. 
Request; from Marine Corps activities should be 
addressed to the Commandant. 

REFERENCES made to issues of ALL HANDS 
prior to the June 1945 issue apply to this mdga- 
zine under its former name, The Bureau of Naval 
Personnel Information Bulletin. The letters 
“NDB” used as a reference, indicate the official 
Navy Department Bulletin. 

Distribution to Marine Corps 

0 AT RIGHT: J T A L K E ~ .  in gun maunt 
aboard USS Worcesfer (CL 144) sends 
down orders to the magazine, during -recent 
gunnery practice. Photo by LT E. 1. Hayes, 
USN. 

- -  ALL HANDS 






