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Yanks Land on Luzon as Navy
Planes Sweep China Coast

T was sort of like a double reverse,

winding up with a wide sweep
around end: U.S. troops made two new
landings on Mindoro and seized Marin-
duque; then, with the Japs apparently
off-balance and thinking we were
going to carry the ball across to Ba-
tangas in the south, an 800-ship con-
voy loomed off the west coast of Luzon,
churned northward around the Jap
concentrations and cut into Lingayen
Gulf in their rear.

Thus on 8 January 1945 began the
invasion of the main island of the
Philippines, which the Japs had in-
vaded 37 months before and where
American and Filipino forces had
fought one of the most valiant battles
in all military history. Vengeful
American troops were back now on
this bloody soil, ready to start an-
other Death March of Bataan ... only
this time the “death” was to be for
the Japs.

While one fleet was putting the
Army ashore, another was going about
the task of seeing to it that this was
going to be strictly a private affair
between Gen. MacArthur’s men and
the Jap defenders, No outsiders were
to be permitted to butt in.

Admiral Halsey's 3rd Fleet carrier-
borne planes saw to that. It was more
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EYES UP: Naval gunners watch for the return of Jap
bombers that set fire.t6 the LST in the background dur-

than an air umbrella that they threw
up; it was an awesome, sky-blackening
awning that extended from French
Indochina to the Ryukyu Islands.

Fanning out like bullets from a
swiveling machine-gun, Admiral Hal-
sey’s planes swept over Jap naval
bases on Formosa, China and Indo-
china, shattering freshly-formed con-
voys just nosing out to sea and balk-
ing attempts to form others. The car-
rier planes’ daring strikes carried even
beyond the China coast inland to
Canton.

Unlike last October, when the Jap
fleet came out to try to smash our
forces off Leyte, the Nips this time did
not hurry right out to do battle—even
though General Masaharu Homma,
who had led the Jap invasion forces
in 1941, broadcast an “invitation” to
the honorable Navy to come to the
Imperial Army’s assistance on Luzon.
But the Jap navy apparently had no
immediate desire to rush in again and
mix it with Admiral Kinkaid’s 7th
Fleet and Admiral Halsey’s 3d Fleet,
which coordinated their efforts in sup-
port of the Luzon landing as they had
at Leyte and later in the Battle of the
Philippines. Further proof that the
Japs had suffered crushing losses in
the latter engagement was offered

&

while the Luzon invasion wasg in its
early days. Fleet Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz announced from Pearl Harbor
that the newest Japanese “super-
battleship,” the 45,000-ton Musashi,
had been destroyed by air attack last
24 October. Previously, it had been
established that the Musashi's sister
ship, the Yamato, had been damaged
by bombs in the same action.

Although the Japs offered practi-
cally no naval resistance to the land-
ings in Lingayen Gulf, they hurled
furious blows from the skies at our
invasion convoy as it drove northward
off the coast past Manila and again
as it entered Lingayen Gulf. The at-
tacking Jap land-based planes concen-
trated their assaults on the escorting
warships and managed to inflict some
damage.

The amphibious operation at Linga-
ven Gulf was described by observers
as the greatest of them all in a war
that has played so much emphasis on
such operations. Not so many men or
ships were involved as in the success-
ful assault upon the Normandy coast
last June. But, in that operation, men
and materials were seaborne a com-
paratively few miles across the En-
glish channel; in the Luzon invasion
the convoy traveled many miles, mak-
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Official U. S Navy photograph

ing the landing on Mindoro Island, which helped put
our forces in position for last month's assault on Luzon.
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ing a daring passage through the Sur-
igao Straits, the Mindanao and Sulu
Seas, the Mindoro Strait and thence
into the China Sea. Some 2,500,000
tons of combat and assault shipping
was strung out over the blue Pacifie
waters for more than 80 miles, and
upwards of 50,000 naval personnel
manned these ships and fought off the
Jap plane attacks.

The Tth Fleet, under command of
Vice Admiral Thomas C. Kinkaid,
USN, shepherded the huge convoy on
its perilous trip. According to press
dispatches, Vice Admiral Jesse B. Old-
endorf, USN, was in command of the
heavy bombardment and fire-support
group; Rear Admiral Russell 8. Ber-
key, UsN, commanded the close cover-
ing group; Vice Admiral Daniel E.
Barbey, vsN, directed the San Fabian
Attack Force, which was directly con-
cerned with landing troops at the
northern beachheads, and Vice Admiral
Theodore S. Wilkinson, UsN, led the

Lingayen Attack Force, which landed .

troops at the southern beachheads.
Vice Admiral Wilkinson also was sec-
ond in command in the overall opera-
tions to Vice Admiral Kinkaid.

The overall strategy for liberation
of this most prized of the Philippine
Islands was planned by Fleet Admiral
Nimitz and General of the Army Mac-
Arthur at the latter’s headquarters on
Leyte sometime just before Christmas.

Soon after, the softening up of the
Jap defenses and the confusing of the
Jap strategists began. On 29 Decem-
ber, in the deepest penetration of the
Jap-held Philippines by Lt. Gen.
George C. Kenney’s land-based planes,

bombers and fighters raked shipping
in Lingayen Gulf. On the same day,
Marine Corsairs strafed the Batangas
area, blowing up an ammunition train,
causing explosions in three others and
smashing about 20 locomotives. The
following day Navy patrol planes at-
tached to Gen. MacArthur’s command
struck at Formosa, shooting down four
Jap planes and setting fire to five
coastal freighters.

Then, on 31 December, U. 8. flyers
boomed a hearty farewell to the year
1944 with sweeping attacks up and
down the entire western coast of
Luzon, sinking or setting afire 25 Jap
ships, ranging from a 7,000-ton trans-
port to a large trawler. Meanwhile,
Marine flyers continued to hammer the
Batangas area, hitting railway . in-
stallations, barracks, reservoirs and
barges along the coast.

The Japs’' attention was focused
more intently on this area, in the
southern tip of Luzon, the very next
day —1 Jan. 1945 —when American
troops made an unopposed landing
before dawn on the east coast of Min-
doro, At just about the same hour on
2 January other troops landed unop-
posed on the west coast of this island
just southwest of Luzon. On 3 Janu-
ary, making their third landing in as
many days, troops seized control of
Marinduque Island, only 10 miles off
the lower Luzon coast. The stage
seemed set for a drive across the strait
to Batangas.

It was on 3 January that Fleet Ad-
miral Nimitz diselosed that the 3rd
Fleet’s carrier-borne planes were at
that very moment staging a two-day
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strike at Formosa and at Okinawa in
the Ryukyu Islands, in which we
sank or destroyed one large cargo
ship, one medium cargo ship, one small
cargo ship, one patrol craft, ten small
coastal cargo ships and 11 small craft
and damaged one destroyer, four DEs,
six patrol craft, one landing ship, two
landing craft, two large cargo ships,
one medium cargo ship, 34 small cargo
ships, seven small craft. In sweeps at
ground installations during these at-
tacks, the naval planes destroyed 11
locomotives, four tank cars, several
trucks and freight cars, a railway
bridge over the Tamsui River, a rail-
road station at Okayama and build-
ings, warehouses, fuel and ammunition
dumps all over the islands. While de-
stroying 121 planes, we lost only 17.

Next, the 8rd Fleet’s fast carrier
task force swept down on Luzon on 5
January, destroying enemy aircraft,
shipping and ground installations to
help blast a boulevard to the beach for
the invasion to come and to disrupt
Jap preparations to block it.

On 6 January the -carrier-based
planes continued their assaults on
Luzon and aceounted for 18 aireraft
shot down, 93 destroyed on the
ground, 117 damaged; 12 ships de-
stroyed, 14 damaged; and, in attacks
on ground installations, destroyed one
locomotive, 15 freight ecars, 46 trucks
and wiped out numerous barracks,
buildings and fuel dumps.

Meanwhile, Tokyo’s radio began bel-
lowing reports of a large invasion fleet
being sighted somewhere off the coast
of Luzon and claimed that Jap forces
had sunk or damaged “a total of 32
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enemy war vessels, including six car-
riers and 18 transports.”

The Japs were partly right. There
was, indeed, a huge U. S. convoy off
Luzon, but it wasn't going to the bot-
tom as fast as the wishful-thinking
Jap newcasters would have had you be-
lieve; instead, it was chugging unde-
terred right into the mouth of Linga-
yen Gulf, and the Japs were soon to
feel the earth-shaking shock of broad-
sides from ships that they had “sunk.”

In its voyage up the coast, the con-
voy had been subjected to intense Jap
air attacks. Communiques reported
that the Japs made repeated and des-
perate attacks against our naval force
formations in an endeavor to break the
cohesion of our movement. These at-
tacks continued even after our en-
trance into the Gulf ‘and while our
warships were blasting enemy shore
defenses.

The Jap air attacks were: described
by a newspaper correspondent aboard
the bombardment group’s lead ship: .

“We have been hit in a Japanese air

attack for the second time in two days -
—this time way inside Lingayen Gulf * -

just off the beachhead where American
troops will go ashore. ... We have
helped bombard the entrances and
beachhead. We have beaten or stag-
gered through the increasingly persis-
tent Jap air attacks and have seen Jap
aviators go flaming time after time
into the sea as we have made history.

“We were the first ‘big ship’ to sail
into the China Sea since the early days
of the war as lead ship of this power-
ful advance bombardment group, in-
cluding battleships, carriers and cruis-
ers. We were the first ‘big ship’ past
Manila Bay with its Corregidor, carry-
ing American armed might back to the
place from which it was ejected after
that gallant fight three years ago. We
fired the first big shells at the planned
beachhead, clearing the way for
troops. We sailed boldly ahead—
spearhead of the mighty drive capable
of deciding the fate of the war with
Japan.

“We are just off the Lingayen Gulf
landing beach. It is landing day—SS
day—minus three and our battle lines
have opened up, throwing heavy shells
into the beach area and pounding
enemy troops away from the shores.
This is the second bombardment today
and the invasion action against Luzon
is on.

Official U, S. Navy photograph
HISTORY. (now reversed): Gen.
Homma lands on Luzon 24 Dec. 1941
to lead Jap invaders of Philippines.
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“We are battered and scarred,
mourning our dead and individually
shaken. We are to live to hear the
call ‘Ships on the horizon!' and we
are to see the mighty landing armada
finally coming in behind us — war-
ships, carriers, command ships and
transports of all types crowding the
sea.

“Men working with burned and
bandaged hands will smile through
faces covered with grease. We are to
hear that our troops are safely ashore
and ‘know our ' gallant vessel and
others of the bombardment group that
bore the first brunt of the Japanese
air assault have made it easier for
the American soldiers and done their
job. But, right now, it is not hell, it
1s worse than hell as we burn topside
with this ammunition-jammed steel
casing threatening to explode and
many of our controls temporarily
gone.

“This hit occurred on the starboard
side of the flag bridge where the ad-
miral is holdinF a hose with sailors
against the blaze despite grievous
burns. He has to be physically ejected
from the bridge by his chief of staff,
who takes over the ficht against the
flames despite burned hands and
shock.

“The crew is swiftly running hoses
employing chemical equipment, elec-
trical units are stringing wires and
repairing communications, medical
corpsmen are aiding the wounded.
Some of these stagger past, burned
to the waist or all over. On the bridge,
some men have been blown to pieces
and others are burned so badly they
are unrecognizable but still living.
Even many of the wounded fight on.”

Killed in the pre-invasion duels be-
tween U. 8. ships and Jap planes and
shore batteries were Rear Admiral
Theodore E. Chandler, UsN, Captain
R. W. Fleming, vs~, Lt. Gen William
Lumsden of the British Army, and
William Chickering, correspondent of
Time magazine. The bomb that killed
Gen., Lumsden and Mr. Chickering
also almost hit Admiral Sir Bruce
Fraser, Commander in Chief of the
British Fleet in the Pacific, who ac-
companied the invasion troops to, in

'MOVES TOWARD LUZON: Carrier planes start strike against Manila Bay

his words, “get experience in the
work in this part of the world.”

For three days American warships
stood off the strip of beach selected
for the landing assaults and pounded
enemy emplacements. Then, on 8 Jan-
uary, the transports hove into the
Gulf and began putting down their
landing craft. Shortly after 0900 the
naval and aerial barrages moved in-
land and the amphibious craft began
zig-zagging shoreward under a blan-
ket of fire from rocket craft. Over-
head, Tth Fleet carrier-based planes
kept the skies clear of Jap planes
and strafed the beachhead sector in
direct support of the landing troops.
Then, as the troops dug into the
beach, the planes moved inland, hit-
ting installations at San Fernando,
Baguio and Rosario. Many ammuni-
tion and supply dumps, warehouses,
barracks, defense works and motor ve-
hicles were wrecked and numerous
fires started.

Opposition to our landing forces
melted away and was practically non-
existent. One division reported it lost
only two men during the landing
operations, both by drowning near the
beach. American patrols, who imme-
diately began to finger their way in-
land, were bothered only by reargunard
action, coming mainly from mortars
and an occasional machine gun or
sniper. Supplies and wave upon wave
of troops were landed under protec-
tion of naval guns. The march down
the valley toward Manila was under-
way.

Meanwhile, powerful Pacific Fleet
carrier forces were pounding away at
enemy air, land and sea facilities over
a wide area of the western Pacific in
support of the amphibious operations.
Ishigari and Miyako, important
islands in the Sakishima group of the
Ryukyus, were brought under attack
8 January in one of the fiercest as-
saults ever made by fleet carrier units,
Formosa also was blasted, and so was
QOkinawa.  Supporting the carrier-
based planes were Superfortresses of’
the 20th Bomber Command from
China bases.

Tremendous havoe was wrought in
the Formosa area. The attacking



Official U. 5. Navy photographs

... Naval AA fire dots sky above U. S. destroyer during landing on Mindoro.

‘planes destroyed two DDs or DESs,
one large cargo ship, one medium
cargo ship, 27 smaller ships and 37
planes, and damaged one DD, five
DEs, two oilers, one tanker, five large
cargo ships, three small cargo ships,
45 small ships, 42 small craft and 61
planes. Ground installations were mer-
cilessly raked by the carrier planes,
which destroyed an ammunition dump,
chemieal plant, two hangars, five loco-
motives and three tank cars; and
damaged radio stations, an aluminum
and nickel smelter and various shops.

Their nearby bases thus neutral-
ized, their local air forces shot out of
the skies, their fleet shying away from

battle, the Japs tried desperate, al-
most childish methods to try to dis-
rupt our landing operations in Lin-
gayen Gulf. On the second night of
the invasion, while the Gulf was still
crowded with the greatest convoy in
Pacific history, 12 little Jap swim-
mers paddled out toward the ships,
pushing boxes of explosives ahead of
them, hoping to “torpedo” the trans-
ports. All were killed or captured
without causinﬁ damage. Other Japs
piled into small boats laden with ex-
plosives, stole into the transport area
and attacked several ships. They
caused negligible damage. .

And, so, troops and supplies con-

- joined

tinued to pour ashore. And, as Gen.
MacArthur’s men expanded and
their four beachheads and
headed toward Manila, naval units at-
tached to his command caught a Jap
convoy on 11 January trying to un-
load at San Fernando, north of the
Lingayen landings, and all 46 ships
were sunk or badly damaged. A naval
officer described the action as “shooting
ducks in a pond.” After obliterating
these Jap ships, the victorious U. S.
forces then stood off shore and shelled
the port of San Fernando, destroying
three large ammunition dumps.

As this action solidified the Luzon
beachheads and eventual victory in
the Philippines, dispatches from Pearl
Harbor told of the first attack by
Admiral Halsey’s 3d Fleet planes on
the Indochina coast, 1,000 miles west
of Luzon, on 11 January. Hundreds
of carrier planes swooped down si-
multaneously on airfields and harbors
at Saigon, Camranh Bay, Cap St.
Jacques, Cat-Lai and Qui-Nhon and
shattered four convoys that had been
organized to send to the relief of the
Luzon Japs. Admiral Halsey seemerl
to have achieved almost complete sur-
prise. Over Saigon, Indochina’s com-
mercial port and a Jap base since the
fall of France in 1940, U. S. flyers
encountered only 18 planes and shot
down 10.

The toll taken by the carrier planes
was staggering. They sunk 41 ships,
totaling about 127,000 tons, including
a light cruiser, and damaged 28 ships,
totaling 70,000 tons. They shot down
a total of 15 planes, destroyed 77 on
the ground and 20 on the water, and
damaged 50 on the ground. Damage
to ground installations included de-
struction of a large dock at Camranh

(Continued on Page 70)

By FRANK L. KLUCKHOHN

By WireLESs T0 THE NEwW YorRK TiMES

ABOARD AN AMERICAN WARSHIP,
Jan. 7 (Delayed)—A Marine guard
stood at present arms and the ship’s
crew, lining the deck and the upﬁer
works, saluted as “taps” sounded
from a battered
bugle, while from
under an Ameri-
can flag the body
of Rear Admiral
Theodore E.Chan-
dler slipped into
the ocean. In our
ears the words
repeated by the
chaplain still
rang: “I am the
resurrection and
the life.”

Everyone re-
called how late yesterday afternoon
the entire flag bridge was ablaze
after a Japanese plane had scored a
bomb hit. Many men were blown to
bits or burned to death. From the
cauldron a staggering figure
emerged, shirt and trousers ablaze.
A staff officer slapped out the flames
of the shirt. Suddenly the figure was
helping the sailors of the damage
erew to man a hose playing on the

Admiral Chandler

‘We Have to Pay a Price for Big Gains’

blaze. The figure was that of Ad-
miral Chandler. He had to be phy-
sically ejected from the bridge and
insisted on walking below by him-
self to the sick bay. The next after-
noon, just before 6 p.m., he died
after a magnificent fight.

But last night his body was
wreathed in bandages and grease,
and liquid was being injected into
his mouth by tube. He called for me.
His first words, 1 being his guest,
were: “Are you all right?” Then
he said: “We have to pay a price
for big gains. My grandfather was
a Secretary of the §avy; my father
was an admiral. 1 had their tradi-
tions.”

One had to know that this ship had
been hit on the day before and had
had a serious fire. It was the lead
ship proceeding to Lingayen Gulf
days before the landing and had
taken the brunt of the enemy’s air
attacks; and one had to know how
our nerves were strung tense to rea-
lize how truly wonderful was that
real interest of a dying man in some-
one else.

Reprinted with permission from The
New York Times

Ted was not one of those who fool-
hardily do not count risks. In fact,
he said to me: “Stay up here dur-
ing the attacks if you like. You'll
see some good dogfights, but remem-
ber you may get it any time.” Nev-
ertheless, he trod the deck fearlessly,
keeping an eye on his division.

Ted Chandler had a distinguished
naval career after his graduation
from Annapolis, where, as a Navy
son, he was born. He was in the
class of 1915. After having been
commissioned a rear admiral in Oe-
tober 1942, he assumed command of
all the forces in the Aruba-Curacao-
Netherlands West Indies, part of
what was termed the Caribbean Sea
Frontier Command. There he dem-
onstrated the diplomacy that was
one of his special traits. ]

He distinguished himself in action
as the task group commander in
charge of the landing forces in south-
ern France and then took a cruiser
division there and saw action against
the shore batteries. He had three
battleships under his command that
helped to sink two Japanese battle-
ships and other vessels in the south-
ern battle off Leyte after the first
Philippines landing.
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Official U. S. Navy photographs

MOBILITY is the keyword of CASU organization. Here is a CASU machine-shop-on-wheels in action at Kwajalein.

Our Island Flattops

Stationary Carriers, Built and Manned by Acorns and CASUs,
Multiply Striking Power of U.S. Naval Air Arm in the Pacific

EST month saw American carrier
planes over the China coast for the
first time as 3d Fleet airmen sliced
Japan’s lifeline through Formosa
Strait to her stolen empire (see page
2). Their strikes, closing the last gap
in U. 8. Navy air cover westward
across the 6,000-mile breadth of the
Pacific, fit neatly into a pattern
shaped by the Pacific Fleet’s 1944
aerial offensive against the Ryukyu,
Kuril and Bonin Islands to close the
range on the enemy homeland from
three sides.

For more than two years the Jap-
anese have been reeling back under
our carrier blows. They knew that
they were being hit and that American
planes were hitting them. Beyond
that, they must have been doing a lot
of wondering:

How could U. S. carrier task forces
stay at sea over extended periods and
still have all the planes they needed
for continuous operations? How did
the carriers get new planes to replace
their losses? How did they repair and
recondition planes that were damaged
or burned out from prolonged use?

Answers to the questions, about
which the enemy was long kept in the
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dark, are found in the story that now
can be told of two closely geared Navy

outfits—the Acorn and the CASU.

An Acorn is an advance airfield
assembly, a typically American pro-
duct of prefabrication, all packaged
and ready to follow our landing forces
into enemy territory to set up an ad-
vance air base or convert a captured
airstrip to our needs in a minimum
of time.

A CASU—Carrier Aircraft Service
Unit—is a commissioned, shore-based
unit composed of aviation mainte-
nance, repair and ordnance personnel.
It is one of several units attached to
the Acorn. (Another such unit is the
CB, the now-famous Construction
Battalion.) The CASU readies new
planes for combat and keeps them
ready, handling service jobs which
would get in the way of other work
aboard carriers but which are not big
enough to require the major overhaul
facilities of assembly and repair shops
of naval air stations, They support all
flight operations, this support includ-
ing the making of minor repairs and
doing routine upkeep work, in addi-
tion to performing necessary adminis-
trative duties.

CASUs are a wartime product. Be-
fore the war each squadron had its
own men and equipment for mainte-
nance and repair., When war came,
the Navy utilized all existing aviation
facilities in the Pacific to handle its
expanding air arm and began to build
additional air bases on islands avail-
able to U, S. forces. Carrier planes
went ashore at advance bases, fol-
lowed by their own maintenance and
repair crews. Trouble was, the planes
got there first; and valuable time was
lost in waiting for the ground crews
and equipment. The solution was to
send CASUs into the Pacifie.

But there were other problems.
CASUs, it was found, were slowed
down by having to handle their own
equipment, transporting it from island
to island, base to base, as operations
moved westward.

In the summer of 1942, therefore,
the Acorn was created to be the
source of supply and housekeeper for
the CASU. The CASU, reduced in
simplest terms to personnel and, as
one officer put it, “what they have in
their pockets and on their backs,” be-
came more mobile.

The result was speed, efficiency and




more planes in the air—a story of
naval aviation progress that is no
longer a secret, The men of the
Acorns, trained to the Nth degree in
the art of packaging and loading,
then unloading and assembling, for-
merly labored under a wveil of secrecy.
They worked, they fought and they
built. They fought the Japanese and
protected themselves and their equip-
ment from enemy air raiders. They
also fought the natural hazards of
jungles and swamps.

Each Acorn had its own Seabee unit
that lays the airstrip and erects the
buildings to replace the tents pitched
when the Acorn first moves in. By
plane or ship, the CASU comes in to
base itself on the Acorn. Carrier
planes follow. Personnel of the squad-
ron and CASU become the guests of
the Acorn on the “stationary carrier.”

Acorns and CASUs derive the nu-
cleus of their aviation personnel from
many sources—from Class A technical
training schools for aviation ratings,
from personnel of naval air stations,
from the ranks of boot camp gradu-
ates trained by actual experience and
personnel trained by the Advance
Base Aviation Training Unit formerly
at Norfolk, Va., but recently moved to
St. Louis, Mo.

CASU personnel repair and per-
form minor overhaul work on air-
plane engines and guns; rearm planes
with bombs, machine-gun belts and
torpedoes; fix their radios, and taxi
them over the airstrips, dispersing
and parking aireraft for protection
against the weather and the enemy.

Another CASU job is the “disem-
balming” of naval aircraft that have
been treated, conditioned and packed
so as to resist tropical climates in
shipment to carriers and advanced
bases. These aircraft must be un-
packed, disembalmed as it were, as-
sembled and then put into condition,
ready to fly away and fight.

An Acorn, without a CASU, in-
cludes sufficient trained personnel to
maintain the runway and aviation
facilities in operating condition; to
opetate the control tower, field light-
ing, aerological unit, transportation
and medical facilities, and to main-
tain the berthing and messing facili-
ties to be used by the CASU and air-
craft squadron crews when they re-
port aboard. In addition to the orig-
inal Seabee unit, the Acorn also has
a Seabee Maintenance Unit (CBMU)
which becomes the public works de-
partment of the base after the initial
establishment is complete and the
main force of Seabees has been with-
drawn.

In order to simplify the assembly,
all personnel and material available
for the entire advance base program
have been grouped into what are
known as “functional components.” A
functional component is composed of
the technical or professional per-
sonnel, equipment and workshops,
buildings, materials and living quar-
ters required tp do a particular type
of job. A group of functional com-
ponents is called an advance base
unit. Acorns and CASUs fit into the
logistic picture as two of the advance
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LSTs are generally used by Acorns to move their knocked-down prefabricated
airfields to islands in forward areas where there are no docking facilities.

Bulldozers, the first gear ashore, plow a causeway to the LST's ramps.
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SEABEES attached to Acorns have job of building new airfields and improv-
ing and repairing captured fields. Husky Seabees 1above) pound coral lumps

into sand for Eniwetok runway. Another airstrip (below) is built of metal mats.




base units developed by the Navy to
speed prosecution of the war in the
Pacific. (For an article on planning,
building and maintaining advanced
bases, see INFORMATION BULLETIN,
April 1944, p. 20.)

Because they are such closely allied
aviation units, the Chief of Naval Op-
erations recently directed that the
Acorn and the CASU be “married”
when they are first commissioned,
thereafter to train as a team and to
work together. Previously, they had
been trained separately, then intro-
duced to each other after the Acorn
had moved overseas and set up an
advance base and the CASU moved in.

The role played by Acorns and
CASUs in maintaining a strong naval
air arm was emphasized by a high
naval officer in Washington. “With a
plane,” he said, “you cannot dis-
tinguish between maintenance and op-
eration. Maintenance is operation.
Unless a plane is checked minutely
prior to every flight, there is danger
that pilots and airecrewmen will lose
their lives and lose the planes they
ﬂy."

For a view of actual CASU opera-
tions, let’s look in on a CASU based
on Majuro in the Marshall Islands,
where a Japanese seaplane base was
quickly converted into a naval air-
craft assembly line. This CASU is
now based on a naval air station
which is the outgrowth of the original
Acorn. Each plane delivered to the
fleet by that CASU during a certain

month in 1944 required 160 man-hours
of work, from time of arrival at Ma-
juro until delivery. Movie and other
recreational schedules went by the
boards. Galley erews never knew the
exact hour of the next meal. Postal
clerks, the master-at-arms force, bar-
bers, yeomen, storekeepers, all turned
to in new roles as grease monkeys, to
assist the regular plane crews. Men
went day and night without sleep.

Jeep aireraft carriers brought ecar-
goes of embalmed aircraft from
Pearl Harbor, and pontoon barges
brought the cargoes ashore. From the
dock at Majuro, preserved aircraft
were towed across a Seabee-built
causeway to the aircraft pool.

Swarms of trained technicians, like
so many gremlins, began the exacting
task of putting the aircraft into com-
bat ready status. Engines, fuselages,
structures, landing gears, wheel wells,
wing roots, unpainted metal in the
cockpits and guns underwent the de-
pickling process.

Ordnancemen set to work boresight-
ing wing guns, installing camera
guns, shackles and arming rods. Ra-
diomen checked all gear for complete-
ness of equipment. Electrician’s mates
checked batteries and wiring and
lighting systems.

Engines were turned up on the pool
island and then the planes were towed
to the test line, unless major struc-
tural or metal work was necessary.
Inspection crews gave their final okay
before each plane was test flown. As

Official U. S, Navy photographs

SOME CASUs service and repair land-based as well as carrier planes. These
aviation machinist's mates are working on a PY at a Pacific advance base.
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the first planes tested returned to the
landing strip, their performance en-
tirely satisfactory, ferry hops were
arranged to send them to the fleet.

On one record day the Majuro
CASU got 80 planes off the field to
join the ferry train running to the
fighting fleet.

The Acorn’s part in the Pacific war
was unfolded to the public recently in
an address by Rear Admiral H. H.
Good, UsN, Director of Base Mainte-
nance, Office of CNO, who told the
story of “Acorn X" and its achieve-
ments in the Marianas.

“Early in December 1943, just one
year ago,” he said, “information was
disseminated that an advance naval
aviation base, an Acorn, would be
needed in a proposed Pacific operation
on or about 30 May 1944. A standard
Acorn consists of about 66 officers and
1,600 men (including a Construction
Battalion). This personnel is pro-
vided with material and equipment
sufficient to lay down two 6,000-foot
runway strips of pierced plank land-
ing mat, to provide the further neces-
sary aviation facilities to keep them
in operating condition, to service
casual planes, to operate air warning
systems, field lighting, transportation
and medical faecilities, and to maintain
berthing and messing facilities for the
supﬁ)‘ort units and aireraft crews.
Packed for shipment, an Acorn weighs
13,979 long tons and its cube is 22,374
measurement tons. This is a typical
assembly of functional components.”

Acorn X was commissioned 1 March
1944, Its officers and men were trained
in and around Port Hueneme, aboard
a training ship, and on an island
where they encountered everything
but Japs in their task of setting up an
advance air base. After two months
of generalized training, they sailed
away, to another Pacific island, then
to a forward area where the job was
done again.

“To do a good job,” said Admiral
Good, “‘each man must know his
own job and together they must form
a unit which operates as a skilled
team. There must be no fumbles.
Aviation technicians, radiomen, me-
chanics, signalmen, every officer and
man, each knew there was a job that
he could do and he was determined to
do it. The final destination, everyone
now knew, was in the hands of the
enemy. Conditions as nearly like those
that Acorn X would meet when it
reached the final destination were
simulated and the men trained under
actual battle conditions.

“There were two months of staging
and training, then the big push. Fol-
lowing closely behind the assault
waves, the personnel began unloading
and the setting up of camp in earnest.
This was old stuff to the now veterans
of Acorn X and they took everything
in stride.

“A high Navy officer reported see-
ing the Acorn X base twice within an
interval of about seven days. On the
second observation, so many bombed
and shelled structures wrecked by
American combat forces in their
assault had been removed;and new
structures erected that the base was




hardly recognizable as being the same
area which had appeared as a mass of
shambles, masonry and twisted iron a
week before.

“Perhaps the most remarkable fea-
ture of these naval aviation units
(and other functional components for
advance bases) is their capability of
producing something out of nething.
Men roam the dumps, crawlmﬁ
through masses of twisted iron an
emerging with parts of a Japanese
crane or enough material to build a
small hand truck, or even an overhead
trolley for lifting out engines, the
demolition units cooperating in the
search.

“All units must necessarily proceed
to the new destinations with the small-
est amount of handling gear and sup-
plies consistent with the operation.
They follow in the combat wave, clean
up, and with the aid of the Seabees,
turn the airstrip or the seaplane L - :
:I::c?naf;%%ts?mgﬂé?ﬁeﬂhlzgd c?:flhicbﬁ EMBALMED planes were taken to the Marshalls by jeep aircraft carriers, fer-
becomes an aircraft servicing activity ried ashore by outboard-motored pontoon barges. Here one of the lanes is
a week or two later. During this fime hoisted to pontoon dock where tractor waits to tow it to assembly line.
the officers and men are exhausted =+ : Lo
when darkness comes when they have 5 : \ :
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to cease work, for lights may attract
Japanese snipers or bombs, but they
are at it again at daylight because
more planes are arriving and the show
must go on.”

A recent reorganization affects both
the training and the mission of CASUs,
The CASUs in the forward areas
of the Pacific have now become
CASUs(F), or Combat Aircraft Ser-
vice Units (Forward), servicing and
rearming land as well as earrier-based
aircraft. Also changed to CASUs(F)
are a number of PATSUs—Patrol
Aircraft Service Units.

Both Acorns and CASUs are estab-
lished and trained at Port Hueneme
and at adjacent airfields under the
jurisdiction of the Acorn Assembly
and Training Detachment, Training
Command, U.S. Pacific Fleet. The
training program is conducted in co-
operation with ComFairWest.

Before Acorn personnel joins up - . el
;::Eh :ccﬁﬁgffshiﬁ asg‘?g:.g’l tl;fmgfscorig LIKE GREMLINS skilled CASU technicians swarm over a plane (above'}. dis-
training the same job it will later do embalming it. After assembly, CASU ordnance men boresight planes’ guns

in action. At Port Hueneme, there (below). In one record day this Marshalls CASU readied 80 planes for combat.
are loading sheds whose interiors du- : - . e " - .
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plicate LST holds. An advance air
base assembly is packaged in contain-
ers of uniform size, placed on pallets,
loaded and unloaded. When men of
the Acorn have mastered the loading
job in the sheds, they move to the
waterfront and repeat it on LSTs.

Once teamed together, the Acorn
and the CASU go into operation train-
ing at a designated airfield, setting up
an air base and aircraft maintenance
facilities with the tools and equip-
ment and under the conditions under
which they will operate later on in the
advanced area.

‘When the big push comes—*“the real
thing”—the Navy plants an Acorn.
The Acorn grows into an advance air
base, into an airstrip with its own
assembly and repair facilities, with a
CASU on the line and squadrons of
naval planes coming and going. And
in this war, an Acorn matures to a
mighty oak in a very short time.




MANPOWER, Inc.

Wars Are Won By People . . . So Meet the Navy Bureau
That Looks After Some 3,200,000 of Them—BuPers

WHETHER you wear a rating
badge on your sleeve or scram-
bled eggs on your cap, whether you
run a gun crew, an engine or a fleet,
a large part of your life these days is
affected by what goes on inside a long,
warehouselike building overlooking
Washington's Potomac River.

Officially, it’s the Bureau of Naval
Personnel. Or, in shorter form, just
“BuPers.” Its business is people—the
more than 3,000,000 of them who, like
yourself, help to make up the U. 8.
Navy.

It’s BuPers’ business to know who
you are and where you go and what
you do. It determines largely how you
are trained and how your ship is
manned and how good a crew you will
be in battle. It brings you into the
Navy, gives you training or indoctri-
nation, assigns you to duty, arranges
for your promotion, advancement or
discipline, and looks after your trans-
portation, recreation and welfare.
Some day, it will be helping most of
you return to civilian life again.

From the day you come into the
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Navy to the day you go out, BuPers
will somewhere, somehow have a hand
in your life, So let’s take a look at
that hand. What really goes on at
BuPers? What do people do there,
and how, and why, and who does
what? What happens when you find
yourself running a Navy 26 times as
large as it was in 19397 What were
some of the wartime problems, and
what did they do about them?

Postman Rings 55,000 Times

Every day BuPers gets 55,000 pieces
of mail about you. In addition, many
of the envelopes are thick with en-
closures; the enlisted personnel files
section, for instance, sorts and puts
into jackets more than 300,000 sepa-
rate sheets of information every week.

Each piece of mail that comes in is
on its way to someone in the Bureau
within 85 minutes, on the average.
That little piece of paper may be one
that changes your life considerably. It
may result in a different Navy assign-
ment for you, a change in rate or a
promotion in rank, orders to travel to

a new base or be assigned to a new
ship. In some cases, fortunately few,
the news is not so good: disciplinary
action, notices of casualty status, loss
of a ship and its men,

Follow along behind the mail de-
livery truck as it starts its rounds and
you can see some of the things that
happen as pieces of paper are trans-
lated into action.

Machines at Work

Few buildings contain more facts
about more people than the Navy's Ar-
lington Annex, which houses BuPers.
Each day’s mail brings new facts in,
asks for facts from the Bureau, calls
for decisions which can be made only
on the basis of facts. To track down
facts on a big scale, and do it accu-
rately and swiftly, the Bureau’s Rec-
ords division unleashes a flock of me-
chanical bloodhounds known as sort-
ers, collators, tabulators, interpreters,
reproducers, key punchers and veri-
fiers.

Those machines in that room over
there, for instance, clicking away as
cards whirr through them by the thou-
sand, are mechanieal sorters. Suppose
you were ready to retake Guam from
the Japs and wanted to know the



names of all Chamorros, or natives of
Guam, who had been in our naval ser-
vice when the Japs overran the island.
A sorter could sift out their cards for
you, and then a printing tabulator,
working many times faster than the
fastest typist, would list all their
names and also their last known
status: whether killed, or captured, or,
like so many, just “missing.” When
landing parties swarmed ashore, they
would have a complete list to check
against,

The day’s mail brings in some re-
quests from the field for officers with
certain qualifications: “An officer fa-
miliar with the raising of the dacao
bean” . .. “A junior officer with com-
bat demolition experience, qualified in
estimating charges” . .. “A Civil En-
gineer Corps officer with an account-
ing background” “A  French-
speaking lieutenant or lieutenant com-
mander with hotel-management ex-
perience.”

You watch the mechanieal sorters
digesting their 15,000 cards an hour,
whisking them through until their
teeth snap on the right one. Each
officer’s five major qualifications are
coded by holes punched in a card;
when the right series of holes pass by,
the machines pluck out the eard.

When the Secretary of the Navy
wants to know how many officers will
move up in rank on the next Alnav
. . . when a Congressman wants to
know how many Navy men come from
his state . .. when the Bureau wants
to know how many men of a certain
age group would be available for
specialized training . . . the mechan-
ical bloodhounds go to work.

Each morning the Chief of Naval
Personnel can tell you exactly how
many men there are in every pay
Sragie and rating of the Navy. If

uring the day the Bureau receives
word that an officer has been trans-
ferred from a destroyer to a shore
biilet, his eard is picked up and fed
through the machines that night. In
one operation, a flexoline strip is au-
tomatically stamped with his name,
rank, classification, present duty sta-
tion, date of most recent orders, file
number, and codes signifying his
qualifications, both naval and civilian,
as well as any schools attended.

People at Work

As you continue around BuPers,
ou will find hundreds of people do-
ing all sorts of tasks:

: e Waves working until midnight, to
speed the job of checking thousands
of applications for family allotments.

_ ® Detajl officers going over their
lists to assign officers to new construc-
tion.

_® An artist designing new Navy in-
signia: a shoulder patch for mine-
craft men, five-star shoulder marks
for a fleet admiral.

® A yeoman pulling an enlisted
man’s jacket out of the files to obtain
data on his service record for the
Veterans Administration, or to provide
his latest address for a worried parent.

. ® An officer in Special Services
listening intently as he reviews a re-
cording of the latest V-Discs about to
be issued to the fleet. The passers-by

do a double-take as, over the noise of
the typewriters, they hear the unmis-
takable strains of “Is You Is Or Is
You Ain’t My Baby?”

e The senior survivor of a ship
casualty, brought back to the Bureau
to make his report, sitting in a room
l\;&:riting‘ personal letters to next of

in.

® The Medals & Awards section
checking and writing up some of the
more than 1,000 awards that go to
Navy men each month for heroism or
outstanding service to their country.

o An officer just in from Guanta-
namo reporting to the Bureau on a
movie survey made there to see what
pictures the men wanted,

® Yeomen at ditto machines turning
out duplicate copies of officers’ orders.

® Experts on diesel engines writing
a curriculum on the intricacies of the
fuel system.

Visiting Firemen

In addition to officers on regular
duty at the Bureau, you will come
across others in on temporary duty
or for indoctrination in Bureau poli-
cies and programs.

Here, for instance, is a group of
lieutenant commanders called in by
BuPers from all over the country.
They're Distriect Civil Readjustment
Officers, going through an intensive
5-day indoctrination in all aspeets of
the program, listening to representa-
tives of the Bureau, the government

and civilian agencies as they tackle
the business of what the Navy can do
to assist you in the process of getting
back to civilian life after the war.

Another group of officers is making
a tour of the Bureau, stopping in at
each activity to hear what it does and
where it fits into the Bureau set-up, and
asking questions about it. After sev-
eral days of this, the officers will re-
turn to their districts and help set up
the new District Personnel Staff Or-
ganization (see page 16) which puts
personnel matters in each district on
organizational lines parallel to those
in the Bureau itself and provides for
closer liaison.

The next room you see is what
might be called the “let-your-hair-
down” room. Here many an officer
coming into the Bureau is interviewed
by three Bureau officers (from train-
ing, welfare and enlisted personnel).
Talking to him individually, they get
his reactions on their particular fields,
his comments, whether favorable or
adverse, and any suggestions he may
care to make.

Those are just a few of the various
things you might see going on around
BuPers on an average day. What's
the bigger picture? What has been
the main overall job of BuPers in the
war, and how was it met?

The Size of the Job

In simplest terms, the Navy’s man-
power problem

in World War II

e

WARTIME TEAM: Working with split-second timing, a gun crew goes into
action on a new light cruiser, getting added training on shakedown cruise,
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READING for Navy men is provided by more than
6,000 naval libraries ashore and afloat. The library
section at BuPers buys some 7,000,000 books a year. of 500 at BuPers, mostly Waves, speeds app

has been stated as “the production in
tremendous quantity of quality men.”

The pre-war Navy was small. Some
states have contributed more officers
and men to the present Navy than
were in the entire Navy in 1939. By
the fall of 1942 the Navy was ac-
cepting each month a number of en-
listed men equal to the total strength
of the peacetime Navy.

In 1941 the Navy manned an aver-
age of one ship a day. In 1942 it was
3.42 ships a day and in 1943, 5.5
ships a day. During the past year,
1944, the Navy had to man 11.7 ships
a day. Each of these step-ups iIn
manning ships was accompanied by a
comparable expansion in base forces
and shore establishments to service
and support the fleet.

On 30 June 1939 the Navy had on
active duty 11,585 officers and 110,-
872 enlisted men, a total of 122,457.
(By contrast, New York alone has
contributed more than 250,000 enlisted
men to the present Navy.) Eighteen
months later the figure had trebled.
After Pearl Harbor the real zoom set
in. By the end of 1944 there were
3,200,000 officers and enlisted person-
nel in the Navy, with an increase to
3,389,000 authorized by June of this
year.

Even apart from policy problems
and new developments, the mere phys-
ical job of manning the new Navy
was, to put it mildly, a sizable one.

Wars and Weapons

It’s a long step from binoculars to
some of our modern methods of spot-
ting enemy ships . . . or from the
planes which flew off our carriers in
the '30s to a modern Helleat fighter.
We have hundreds of destroyers—few
people realize that many of them are
as large as the cruisers of our peace-
time Navy. A modern battleship is one
of the most intricate pieces of ma-
chinery ever devised. Its operation,
maintenance and well-being involve
the use of almost every skill and every
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field of applied science known. The
Navy's weapons are complicated ma-
chines.

It would have been very convenient
to man them immediately with millions
of specialists. The Navy did not have
them. They had to be manned with
American boys off the farms, the
streets, and out of schools and factor-
ies. They had to master principles of
engineering, applied mathematics and
applied physics which underlie the op-
eration of a 16-inch gun or the main-
tenance of that intricate “no-man sub-
marine,” the naval torpedo.

That the job was in all major re-
spects done is testified by the presence
of our troops in France and by the
naval and amphibious vietories in the
Pacific. Despite submarines, our
troops and supplies are at the gates of
Germany. Despite a supply line 7,000
miles long and possession by the Japs
of every initial advantage, MacAr-
thur’s troops are back in the Philip-
pines, the Jap fleet has been handed a
severe lacing, and planes are raiding
Tokyo from the Marianas.

People did this. The best machinery
in the world is useless without the
man who knows how to use it and how
to keep it in shape for use.

Finding, training and placing these
people fell to BuPers. Knowing at the
beginning of the emergency as the
Bureau of Navigation, it was respon-
sible for the procurement, training,
distribution, promotion, diseipline and
welfare of the personnel of the Navy,
and for keeping their records. These
continued to be the Bureau’s concerns
—but even the simplest took on di-
mensions out of all relation to pre-
vious experience.

Manning a Navy

To get men for the new Navy, Bu-
Pers expanded its recruiting serviee,
adding 35 main stations and 285 sub-
stations. The Bureau called on the ad-
vertising industry for its brains and
talent, ran a ecampaign to get volun-

Official U. S. Navy photographs

FAMILY ALLOWANCE benefits for dependents of

naval personnel run over $90,000,000 monfh]r. Staff
i

cations.

teers, and by the fall of 1942 was tak-
ing voluntary enlistments at the rate
of 120,000 men a month.

The Navy had traditionally relied
on voluntary enlistments. But in the
tight manpower situation facing the
country, it was decided by civilian au-
thorities that the Navy should take its
men through Selective Service. In the
summer of 1942 this began, through
joint operation of induection ecenters
with the Army. Voluntary enlistments
were discontinued except for personnel
outside the draft age and for certain
types of specialists who were volun-
Navy.

tarily preinducted by both Army and

It was necessary to'install virtually
a new organization for officer pro-
curement, because officers were se-
lected by district commandants, with
a resulting lack of national standards
and methods too variable to insure
overall best selection of the skills
needed. Thirty-six offices of naval
officer procurement were set up, with
the Navy drawing on the businessmen
and personnel men of the country,
and installing the most modern indus-
trially tested methods of selection, in-
terviewing and forms.

The Bureau established also a se-
ries of combined procurement and
training programs: NROTC, Reserve
midshipman, V-12 (see under Train-
ing, below).

One major change was necessary
from pre-war thinking. During peace-
time the Naval Reserve organization
had been built on predetermined mo-
bilization billets—the idea was that
in time of crisis certain units would
go aboard certain ships and stations
and place them in commission.

It soon became apparent that ex-
pansion would be so great that this
method could not be used. The regu-
lar officers of the Navy and the re-
serves who had had any appreciable
training had to be spread extremely
thin, and in fact made the nucleus
which would train the 3,000,000 eciti-
zens coming in.



TRAINING in ship recognition is step in finding good
lookouts. Men here, at a night-lookout trainer, have dark
glasses for the night vision test to follow.

Training the Men

BuPers never discovered the secret
of how to wave a wand and make a
naval officer, or an enlisted technician
who could service fire-control ma-
chinery. These men had to be trained.
It takes a vear and a half to train a
pilot. A radio technician must be
placed in training not less than one
yvear before the date he is needed.

When war broke out the enlisted re-
cruit training of the Navy was con-
ducted by four fraining stations with
a capacity of 33,000. By 1943 there
were facilities for 136,000. Old sta-
tions were expanded, new ones estab-
lished at Bainbridge, Md.; Sampson,
N. Y., and Farragut, Idaho. Recruit
training ran from 5 to 12 weeks, de-
pending on needs of the fleet; present
period is 10 weeks.

Besides recruit training, at least
one-third of the men were given some
form of advance training in special
ratings before going to sea. In addi-
tion to expanding its training schools,

FOREVERY [L0OO PERSONS
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the Navy went to the colleges and
trade schools of the country and con-
tracted for their facilities and some
of their instructional staff.

It did the same with industrial con-
cerns—General Motors Corporation,
for instance, taught thousands of men
to operate, repair and maintain Diesel
motors; Packard Motor Car Co.
taught many advanced base personnel
the principles of operating a stock
operation in spare parts.

Several hundred other businesses
and schools were utilized by the con-
tract method. Through it the Navy
reached a peak of over 300 enlisted
schools with a capacity of 425,000
men.

Probably the most effective trainer
is experience. Men at sea learn on
the job, under actual operating condi-
tions. Then when the Navy must
man another ship it withdraws from
operating vessels a small number of
officers and men to form the nucleus
of the new ship. In addition to pro-
viding trained men for key jobs, this
device of the nucleus crew is of as-
gistance in providing some relief and
rotation from combat areas back to
the United States.

To decentralize the training pro-
gram, it was divided into two fields:
basic training (recruit and advanced
schools) and operational training (on-
the-job training by groups, as crew
of a ship or personnel of an advance
base unit). There has been a high
degree of decentralization in the latter
field, and there were established the
operational training commands of the
Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, respons-
ible for team training— shakedown
cruises, pre-commissioning cruises on
vessels of a similar type, ete.

Training the Officers

The chief source of officers for the
regular Navy has continued to be the

Naval Academy. In 1941 the course

was shortened from four years to
three and streamlined to produce
officers for the regular Navy faster.

2,379 CHAPLAINS serve Navy men everywhere. Ab
is believed first and only service of its kind—held
undersea in cramped quarters of a sub on war patrol.

A

Official U. S. Navy photographs
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In size and volume, the job of train-
ing reserve officers has naturally been
the big one. Before the war, the nine
NROTC units, where men in college
study courses in naval science and
tactics, at the conclusion of which
they are given commissions in the
Naval Reserve, had been expanded to
a total of 27 colleges.

Another major method is the V-7 or
Naval Reserve midshipman program.
These college men are given an inten-
sive four-month course in midshipman
schools. From this source have come
approximately 48,000 officers whose
performance at sea and whose accep-
tance of responsibility has been one of
the most successful and gratifying of
the Navy’s personnel program.

To train officers directly from eivil-
ian life, the Navy established 11 in-
doctrination schools. In addition, 264
technical schools were expanded or
established to train officers in specific
fields ranging from accounting to the
best methods of dispesing of bombs
and naval mines.

Under the V-12 program, men who
are high-school graduates or in the
early years of college are allowed to
remain in college under a speed-up
program and to finish the equivalent,
roughly, of two years of college work
(for deck candidates) and varying
longer periods for engineering and
other professional groups. While do-
ing so, they study mathematics, phys-
ics, engineering and the other basic
subjects necessary for a naval officer,
or a professional specialty such as
medicine, which the Navy needs. After
college all candidates for line commis-
sions are put through the midshipman
program.

The Navy sends these men to col-
lege as apprentice seamen and they
have the pay and uniform of that rate.
Throughout the development of V-12
there was a high degree of joint action
with the Army, and the best educa-
tional minds of the country were
called in to help plan a program
whereby armed services and educa-
tional institutions cooperated in work-

Page 13




ing out joint use of the latter’s facili-
ties and instructors.

Distributing Manpower

Faced with a constantly tightening
manpower situation in the country,
BuPers strove for economy in the use
of the Navy’s own manpower, attempt-
ing to prevent increases in comple-
ments beyond those actually needed
because of exganding jobs and new
equipment, an atternptin? to relieve
the shortage of physically qualified
male enlisted men by the use of
wounded, limited-service personnel,
and other substitutes for able-bodied
fighting men.

The most significant development
. here was the use of women in wuni-
form. Following legislation initiated
by the Bureau and passed by Congress
on 30 July 1942, recruiting started
immediately. Today the Women’s Re-
serve, better known as the Waves, has
released thousands of able-bodied
fighting men for combat areas,
(Waves have replaced 729 of the en-
listed men on duty at BuPers.) There
are now on duty 8,744 officers and
73,000 enlisted Waves. By a change in
legislation last year, Waves may now
be sent outside the continental limits
of the U.S. to restricted rear area

bases. :

In the field of placement, BuPers
was faced with one of the most tre-
mendous personnel jobs in the history
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of the country. Some 8,000,000 officers
and men, over 90% of whom were re-
cently civilians, had to be screened and
placed in naval jobs where they “could
make their best contribution to the war.
The Navy also had a responsibility to
the men themselves—to see to it that
they were, as far as possible, properly
used and given tasks worthy of their
ability and skill,

No job of this magnitude has ever
been done perfectly. The adjustment
of a man to a job is always a delicate
task. Further, there is in any war an
inevitable degree of misplacement be-
cause the processes of war require
great numbers of men in jobs for
which nobody is trained in peacetime.
It is few people’s civilian skill to carry
a musket, yet millions must do so
when war comes. What the Navy did
try to prevent was the type of mis-

lacement which results simply from
inefficiency or from a failure to ana-
lyze thoroughly the jobs to be filled and

e men available to fill them.

A major device in officer placement
was the “fleeting-up” system, which
took advantage of the fact that junior
officers aboard a ship or at an advance
base gain additional knowledge and
experience as they perform their tasks.
Then, to man new construction, the
Navy would skim off the cream of the
more experienced officers, fleeting-up
the newer ones behind them into the

CANDIDATES
LiGdr TH Cai

jobs so vacated. A similar technique
was followed with enlisted men.

Unlike officer personnel, whose as-
signments are carefully controlled by
BuPers, the placement of enlisted men
is more decentralized, with the service
force subordinate commands of the
Atlantic and Pacific Fleets given wide
latitude in the actual assignment of
men to operating units and to specific
tasks, However, throughout the war
the Bureau has been constantly re-
vising and refining the rating struc-
ture in order that a man’s rate may
represent a more specifiec description
of the duties for which he is qualified.
Much progress has already been made
in this, much yet remains to be done.

In a continuing program of billet
analysis, careful study is given by a
group of highly qualified specialists
to typical sample billets filled by of-
ficers and enlisted men. Their findings
are then recorded and edited into
manuals of gob descriptions which are
paying dividends in better placement
and in better programs for training
courses.

Incidentally, officers in the fleet may
sometimes wonder whether detailing
officers at BuPers are sufficiently
aware of conditions at sea to do a
good job of assigning officers afloat.
An occasional gripe will rise from the
wardroom to the effect that assien-
ments are made by “shore-bound land-
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lubbers” who can’t possibly have
enough knowledge of the fighting
fronts and the problems and vicissi-
tudes of sea duty to do a thoughtful
job of detailing,

A little investigation of the detail
office would quickly dispel that idea.
Actually, one of the Bureau’s best
sources of detail officers is the fleet
itself. Of the 37 male officers directly
concerned with officer detailing, 26
wear a total of 11 decorations, from
Navy Cross down, and 70 service rib-
bons, including 46 area campaign
medals with 54 engagement stars for
this war. :

Performance

BuPers groups promotion and dis-
cipline together under the general

heading of “performance” on the the-
ory that neither reward nor discipline
should operate in a vacuum but should
be balanced to provide both the best
ineentive and the best control.

The major change in officer pro-
motion was the securing of legisla-
tion eariy in the war to set aside the
permanent promotion system for the
duration in order to permit freer ac-
tion on promotions.

There has also been an increasing
degree of decentralization of author-
ity to fleet and field commanders to
make promotions of enlisted men.
Such promotions, under overall poli-
cies laid down by the Bureau, enable

5 .
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the officer in the field to reward his
men promptly and to rate his men up
as needed to fill actual vacancies.

In the field of discipline, the Navy’s
major effort has been to maintain a
fairly realistic attitude, recognizing
that the purpose of discipline is not to
penalize people who violate rules, but
to maintain morale and order in the
service,

Welfare

Navy welfare activities fall into two
fundamental classes—services to you
yourself, and a series of broader mea-
sures which contribute to morale by
providing for your long-range welfare
or that of your dependents,

Included in these services are the
provision of such things as reerea-
tional and sports facilities and equip-
ment, movies, libraries. camp shows,
radio programs, V-Dises, ship’s ser-
vice stores, officers’ messes and, in-
cidentally, the INFORMATION BULLETIN
itself. Each of these has been ex-

anded into a major business, supply-
ing the needs of 3,000,000 people in-
stead of 100,000.

Other services include such pro-
grams as insurance, dependents’ bene-
fits and family allowances, and similar
basic provisions for the financial wel-
fare and Eeace of mind of naval per-
sonnel and their dependents.

More than two and a half million
dependents of naval personnel are
now receiving family-allowance bene-
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fits monthly. Combined payments for
family-allowance benefits to depen-
dents of Navy personnel run more
than $90,000,000 a month—more than
$2,000 every minute of the day.

In administering such services,
BuPers attempts to carry out the
spirit as well as the letter of con-
gressional action. For instance, Con-
gress in 1943 amended the family al-
lowance law to include great numbers
of personnel previously excluded. The
amendment stipulated that all changes
in procedures and rates should be ac-
complished within four months from
the date of the aect.

At BuPers this involved authorizing
over 125,000 allowances per month.
By careful planning through the
months while the amendment was
being considered, BuPers was able to
have this operation entirely current
80 days after its effective date.

Much of the “night shift” work at
BuPers oceurs in two sections of the
Dependents’ Welfare division, those
which deal with benefits to dependents
and with the processing and notifica-
tion of casualty status. In these two
sections, where prompt and accurate
action means so much to the families
of Navy men, work has been at times
on a three-shift basis where needed:
at present it is on two shifts, with a
staff of several hundred, most of them
in the dependents’ benefits section, at
work from 0730 to 2400, b
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The Navy's “insurance business” is
one of the world’s largest, for of the
3,200,000 officers and men in the Navy,
95 out of every 100 carry National
Service Life Insurance, with an av-
erage policy of well over $9,000. They
are covered for the fairly astronomical
sum of about $30,000,000,000!

Even apart from ship’s service ac-
tivities afloat, there are more than
400 ship’s service departments ashore,
and a large number of branch depart-
ments. A long way from the early
bumboat sales or financially haphaz-
ard “canteen” of other days, the mod-
ern ship’s service store is a big-busi-
ness operation that brings its benefits
down to every man and every officer
in the Navy.

Movies are seen by naval personmel
all over the world. Outside conti-
nental limits, the Navy's 35-mm.
prints and 16-mm. prints (in coopera-
tion with the Army), reach the fur-
thest advance bases. Within the U. 8.,
the optional naval district motion-
picture plan permits Navy men to see
pre-release pictures at little or no
cost.

Chaplains

An additional function which Bu-
Pers must discharge bears directly
upon the religious interests and the
morale of men in service and the peace
of mind of their families. This is ac-
complished by providing religious ser-
vices, spiritual guidance and religious
counsel through the Chaplains Corps.

The Chaplains Corps of the Navy
has expanded from 206 officers in De-
cember 1941 to 2,379 on 1 January
1945. Their record has been one of
the bright pages in the public history
of the war, and men who have lived
through combat know the full mean-
ing of the contribution which they
have made to the spiritual comfort
and well-being of our officers and men.

Four chaplains have given their
lives in this war, two are missing in

Official U. S. Navy photograph
RECRUITING of Waves by BuPers

freed thousands of men for combat

areas. Girl applying here is now

assigned to recruiting duty at Los
Angeles, Calif., ONOP. .
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A new and functional-type person-
nel organization, along lines similar
to that of BuPers, has been provided
for in all naval districts within the
continental limits of the United
States, by a directive of the Vice
Chief of Naval Operations.

In place of the former set-up,
which varied from district to district,
the directive sets up a standard Dis-
trict Personnel Staff Organization,
the purpose of which is to secure
better administration of personnel
matters by: .

—providing both BuPers and dis-

trict commandants with more in-

tegrated and effective machinery
for personnel administration;

—providing one officer on the staff

of each district commandant to

whom BuPers can look for assis-
tance on its problems;

—providing on the staff of the dis-

trict commandants an organization

New Set-Up for District Personnel Staffs
Parallels BuPers’, Provides Close Liaison

which parallels insofar as feasible

the organization of BuPers in order

that channels fer conduct of busi-
ness may be clear and reasonably
standard in all districts.

The reorganization provides for the
establishment of an assistant chief
of staff for personnel in each district,
and for the grouping under him of
all district staff functions and officers
dealing with personnel matters.
These are regrouped inte five divi-
sions: distribution, training, welfare,
discipline and chaplains.

The new set-up covers personnel
matters only. All BuPers field activi-
ties (except recruiting offices and of-
fices of naval officer procurement)
remain under the commandant and
subject to his control the same as
any other activity in his district. It
is expected that the districts will
have the new plan in operation this
month.

action and five are prisoners of war
in Japanese prison camps.

Records and Transportation

Two Bureau functions which affect
the millions of men and women in the
Navy are those of transporting n_avg.l
personnel and their dependents within
the country, and maintaining adequate
records of all personnel.

More than 130 people are kept busy
in the Transportation division attend-
ing to such tasks as arranging pas-
senger transport by rail, sea and air,
including air priorities for personnel
in U. 8. and overseas . .. accumulating
data on transportation expenses . . .
obtaining refunds on unused tickets;
handling travel claims, including those
for dependents, and advising the ser-
vice at large as to their rights te
transportation under varying condi-
tions.

Before the war a job that could be
done by a dozen people, transportation
has become a $100,000,000 travel busi-
ness. A major development has been
a highly successful degree of coopera-
tion with the Army in joint use of the
railroads of the country.

Keeping and filing the records of
3,000,000 men has taxed the space and
facilities of the Bureau. The major
developments have been the adoption
of modern techniques of record keep-
ing, some of which were described
briefly earlier.

All the tasks that have been out-
lined above called for a Bureau able
and ready to take on a job for 3,000,-
000 men that it had formerly done on
only a limited scale for a hundred
thousand or so men. To meet that job,
BuPers completely reorganized itself
about three years ago.

Reorganizing the Bureau

In January of 1942 the Secretary
of the Navy and the Chief of the
Bureau asked one of the country’s
leading firms of management engi-
neers to come in and study the Bu-
reau and make recommendations as to

what steps it might take to enable it
to do its job better.

As a result, divisions and activities
were regrouped and a new “funec-
tional” type of organization set up.
For instance, there had been in the
old Bureau a Reserve Division, con-
cerned with the recruiting, training
and employment of men of the Naval
Reserve. There were many such “lit-
tle navies”—each engaged in all or
nearly all personnel functions for its
own personnel.

These were all merged in a series
of new and functional divisions. One
division was assigned the task of re-
cruiting all enlisted personnel, an-
other division the task of getting all
officer personnel. A training division
was assigned the job of training all
types of personnef, and distribution
divisions (officer and enlisted) were
made responsible for distributing per-
sonnel to all types of activities. A
welfare division was established to ad-
minister all programs designed for the

(Continued on page 55)
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WELCOME — the
first enlisted Wave
of the first large
contingent to arrive
in the Islands, Mary
Babine, Sl¢, is pre-
sented with the tra-
ditional lei of flow-
ers and a welcom-
ing kiss. The band
(left) struckup
"“Aloha"" as she
stepped ashore.

WIIILE a Navy
band played
Aloha, 203 enlisted
Waves and 11 Wave
officers from 40
states filed down the
gangplank of a
transport at Pearl
Harbor on the morn-
ing of 6 Jan. 1944—the first large con-
tingent of naval women reservists to
report for duty outside continental
United States.

Wearing their summer working uni-
forms of gray and white pin-stripe
seersucker and the new garrison caps,
the Waves came ashore in platoons of
40. Each girl carried a small musette
or overnight bag and a raincoat. The
latter proved an unnecessary precau-
tion, the sun obligingly breaking
through dull gray clouds to brighten
the occasion.

Their heavy gear, packed in seabags,
was handled by a working party of
willing sailors. When the Waves set
foot on the pier, more sailors were
there to greet them, waving their
white caps and shouting, “Aloha.”

First Wave ashore was Mary Ba-
bine, Sle, of Gloucester, Mass. E. R.
Baker, PhoMle, North Hollywood,
Calif., was there to place a bright lei
around her neck and to give her the
traditional kiss of welcome to Hawaii.

Among the arrivals was one girl
who was particularly anxious to get a
look at the islands which had inspired
her name. She was Aloha M. Cassity,
Y2c, Modesto, Calif., whose parents
had visited Hawaii before she was
born.

In command of the contingent was
Lt. Winifred Love, UsNR, Moorefield,
W. Va., who rendered a snappy salute
to Capt. H. K. Lewis, USN, personnel
officer of the 14th Naval District, as
she stepped ashore. Also on hand to
greet the Waves was Lt. Comdr.
Eleanor Rigby, usNR, Distriet Director
of Waves for the 14th Naval District.

After mustering in the pier sheds,
the women reservists were loaded on
buses for the trip to NAS, Honolulu, to
get squared away before lunch. The
menu consisted of that old favorite,
Navy beans, with broiled weiners, hash
brown potatoes, fresh Hawaiian pine-
apple pie, cocoa and cornbread.

TFollowing chow, checking in was the
first order of business, followed by
assignments to duty at NAS, Hono-
lulu, and NAS, Puunene, on the Island
of Maui.

The new arrivals included a medical
officer, a technical medical specialist,
two supply officers, and one officer on
temporary duty, and enlisted ratings
in most of the 30 fields in which they
are needed in activities of the 14th
N. D. They constitute the vanguard of
a total of 5,000 which have been re-
quested by the 14th Nawval District to
fill vacancies in complement or release
men for duty at sea or in forward
areas or for return to the U. S. under
the rotation program. All were volun-
teers for duty outside the continental
limits for a minimum of 18 months.

The contingent of Waves went to
Hawaii under the provisions of Public
Law 441, 78th Congress, signed by the
President on 27 Sept. 1944, making it
possible for women reservists of the
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard
to be assigned anywhere in the Ameri-
can Area (including North and South
America) and in the Territories of
Alaska and Hawaii, if they volunteer
for such duty. (Regulations governing
overseas duty for women reservists
and procedure for making application
were published in the November 1944
Esgst;e of the Information Bulletin, page

Prior to embarkation from the U. 8.,
the initial contingent of Hawaii-bound
Waves had reported to a West Coast
naval training and distribution center
to make preparations for the trip. The
program there included daily drills
and classes in such subjects as war
orientation, the Hawaiian area, mili-
tary courtesy, censorship, shipboard
procedure, abandon-ship drill and de-
portment aboard ship. The Waves re-
ceived the usual inoculations and phys-
ical examinations and also were taught
how to pack their gear in duffle bags.
Uniforms were inspected for service-
ability, and new items of uniform were
acquired.

Wave officers assisted in inspecting
gear before it was packed and helped
assemble records and attend to last
minute details, Recreational gear and
such items as flashlights, cameras,
radios, irons and other electrical ap-
pliances were boxed at TADCen and
shipped with the draft.

The voyage began with as much
secrecy as surrounds the embarkation
of armed troops for overseas duty.
And, like the men who had gone to the
sea in ships before them, the girls
found they had to wear or carry their
life preservers at all times, and that
smoking or showing any light on open
decks or exposed portions of the trans-
port was strictly forbidden.

The women reservists scored almost
4.0 in seaworthiness on the voyage.
Their days at sea were occupied by
movies, music and games; only one or
two admitted they had missed chow
during the trip across. The transport
crew said their seagoing ability com-
pared favorably with any draft of
troops the transport has carried.
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HELPING YOURSELF TO SHOWS

New Books Authorized
To Pool Writing Talent
Of All Ships & Stations

Every ship and every station should
be able, in the near future, to have
its own musical comedy . . . or drama-
tic presentation . . . or vaudeville
show, whether or not it boasts an
author or composer in its crew. Ready-
made entertainment will be theirs for
the asking. They won't have to write
a line or a note. All they’ll have to do
is read ’em and sing 'em.

In an effort to make full use of the
vast and barely tapped store of talent
now in the Navy, BuPers has author-
ized publication in book form of se-
lected scripts and musical scores
which have been produced by and for
naval personnel, and these books will
be distributed to all activities inter-
ested in having them.

The books will include comedy skits,
dramatic sketches, songs, blackouts,
parodies—scripts of all sorts and sizes
suitable for presentation to naval
audiences.

The program is similar to that set
up by the Army Special Services Divi-
sion, which has produced almost a
score of booklets filled with wvarious
types of entertainment, to the great
enjoyment of Army personnel.

It is one of the biggest steps taken
by the Navy to assure entertainment
for its personnel, and is especially in-
tended for the battle-weary aboard
ships far from home and the boredom-
battling personnel at far-flung over-
seas bases. (For table showing all
available recreation services and equip-
ment and how to get them, see Jan-
wary 1945 INFORMATION BULLETIN,
page 70.)

In the past, if a ship or a station
had a particularly sharp-witted gag-
ster or a deft songwriter, that ship or
station alone received the benefit of
his talent. Under the new plan it will
be available to all, and a lot of mate-
rial that has been filed away after
one or two wildly cheered perform-
ances will relive again and again at
other ships and stations. A musical
comedy that tickled the ears at Great
Lakes will re-echo under the palms of
a Pacific Island; a blackout that pan-
icked audiences at Norfolk will lay a
crew in the aisles of a warship's “rec”
room; a dramatic skit that shivered

How to Submit Material

Authors and composers who de-
sire to have their material reviewed
for inclusion in the forthcoming en-
tertainment booklets should send
it to: Officer in Charge, Navy Liai-
son Unit, Entertainment Section,
Special Services Division, A.S.F.,
256 West 45th St., New York 18,
N. Y., with an information copy of
written material to BuPers, Navy
Department, Washington 25, D. C.,
attention of Special Services Divi-
sion, Welfare Activity.
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TYPICAL audience at a remote Southwest Pacific base, soldiers and sailors
like these will be supplied fresh scripts and music by Navy show booklet.

the spines at San Diego will tingle
others in some European port.

To make all this possible, naturally,
the cooperation of authors and com-
posers 1s required. In BuPers Cire.
Ltr. 382-44 (NDB, 31 Dec., 1944, 44-
1452), which authorizes publication of
the collection of entertainment mate-
rial, authors and composers are in-
vited to submit all material they have.

Accompanying the material should
be any helpful information and sug-
gestions such as dimensional stage
diagrams, prop lists, lighting plots, di-
rection notes, playing time and so
forth. Of course, it is realized that,
in many instances, original skits have
been performed without any stage fa-
cilities at all. Even so, these skits
should be submitted, along with a
description of any improvisation that
was made by ingenious minds and
hands. And, too, BuPers is interested
in material that perhaps has never
seen the footlight of day, If you have
penned what you personally believe is
a masterpiece of fun, or drama, or
music, but those immediately around
you don’t agree, or you don’t have the
opportunity to present it to an audi-
ence, send it in anyway. Maybe those
in charge of the book will say aye-
aye with you, and your opus will pos-

sibly enjoy more performances than
“Abie’s Irish Rose.”

Each ship and station is requested
to fill out a special form, enclosure
No. 2 of the circular letter. This
form requests a detailed description
of the existing theatrical facilities at
that particular naval activity and
thus will be of value in determining
the most suitable material.

A board of competent critics, who
by experience know what Navy men
like in the way of entertainment, will
carefully review all the material sub-
mitted and will select the best for in-
clusion in the book.

It is planned that the first book will
in the main contain material that has
been and can be produced with little
or no facilities. Thus, men at ad-
vanced bases and aboard ships in com-
bat areas, where there are no scenes,
props and such, will be able to profit
quickly from the program and slap
a show together with a minimum of
time, trouble and talent.

Some faraway bases have good
show-making facilities. For instance,
at one Pacific base, the 95th CBs
have just opened a huge open-air
theater with a seating capacity of
6,700 which they have fondly chris-
tened “Radio City.” At other bases,
show-minded CBs have pitched up half

]



a Quonset hut, leaving off the front,
to provide a perfect stage and band-
stand. But the entertainment unit
hopes its booklet will convince all that
so-called theatrical facilities aren’t
necessarily needed—that a show can
sprout up anywhere, from the gun-
fringed flight deck of an aircraft car-
rier to the fantail of a destroyer with
a backdrop of depthbomb racks.

The books will be compiled and dis-
tributed as quickly as possible, de-
pending upon the promptness with
which authors and composers respond
to the request for material. It is es-
timated the first should be rolling off
the presses by 1 March 1945,

Any ship or station interested in ob-
taining the books may address re-
quests to the Officer-in-Charge, Navy
Liaison Unit, Entertainment Section,
Special Service Division, A, S. F., 25
W. 45th St.,, New York 18, N. Y. Dis-
tribution will be restricted to the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard.

No compensation of any kind for
publication of the material, or for
any performances that result, can be
paid to the authors or composers.
However, each will reserve all com-
mercial rights. It has been stipulated
that no admission can be charged for
performances in which the material is
used. BuPers also assures contribu-
tors that it will apply for a copyright
registration in the writer’s name on all
accepted material. However, it is es-
sential that the writer fill out a special
form, enclosure No. 2 of the circular
letter. The contributor will receive
full credit for his material in the
book, which also will note at what
ship or station the skit was first pre-
sented.

In time, it is BuPers’' hope to be

SPOTLIGHTED by a tropic sun, a trio entertains aboard a Navy patrol craft.
The ship's fantail serves as a stage and the blue Pacific sky as a backdrop.

able to compile and distribute “pack-
age shows,” complete as a new shav-
ing kit, containing completely routined
revues with gags for the master-of-
ceremonies, crossovers, blackouts,
sketches, parodies, community sings,
proper form of introductions for spec-
ialty acts and everything that goes te
make up a swiftly paced, well-rounded

— s R L

THE BAND of ComSerFor, 7th Flaai: holds the stage at the New Guinea Music
Hall. Soon they will be able to swap scores and arrangements with other units.

evening’s entertainment. There will,
of course, be no obligation to follow
the material word-for-word, and each
director will be free to alter the songs,
gags or situations to suit local condi-
tions.

A  wealth of top-flight material
should be available for the book. Some
really professional-like shows have
been produced by naval personnel both
ashore and at sea. A carrier aireraft
service unit presented a “new and
nautical musical comedy, ‘Waves and
Wolves,”” at NAS Norfolk. Waves of
the 4th Naval District produced a re-
vue entitled “Barnacle Belles.” Per-
sonnel at NTC, Sampson, N. Y.,
staged a star-studded revue, “The
Show is On.” And the Waves at Cor-
pus Christi, Tex., put on the “USS
Petticoat,” a musical comedy which
%rot I;‘ave notices as far away as New

ork.

At one advanced base personnel pro-
duced a variety show and costume
party called “Spook Night.” A sub-
marine base put on a musical produe-
tion titled “Night of Musie.” A Sea-
bee unit in Europe staged “Blow It
Out!” In the Pacific, “Bluejackets on
Parade” was such a hit at its origin-
ating base that it was taken on tour
to other bases, giving a total of 49
performances, not including bits that
were staged in hospitals. Another Pa-
cific show, “Navy Showboat,” enjoyed
a run of five weeks. Lanny Ross, the
radio singing star, enjoyed it so much
that he joined up with it on tour and
stayed for 10 performances, saying
it was the best military production he
had ever seen.

No longer will only a comparative
few enjoy these shows. Soon they'll
“come aboard” each ship and station in
booklet form, ready to be produced.
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ROCKETS

They Give Navy Small Craft and Planes
The Wallop of Wqﬂbt}): and Field Guns

® Planes spitting with the fierce de-
structiveness of warships. . .

e Tiny amphibious craft, bucking
beachward, scattering a thunderous
barrage that would do justice to a
battery of field guns. . .

All this—and more, too—has been
made possible by the development and
use of rockets by the Navy in this
war. So important have these weapons
become, BuOrd revealed recently, that
before the middle of this year the
Navy will be spending $100,000,000 a
month for rocket ammunition alone.
This is as much as was spent monthly
during the latter part of 1944 on all
types of naval ammunition, from side-
arm cartridges to 16-inch projectiles.
Tremendous numbers of amphibious
craft will be equipped with multiple
banks of rocket launchers; hundreds
of naval warplanes will have rocket
projectiles slung under their wings.

To step up rocket production the
Navy has made the Naval Ordnance
Plant, Shumaker, near Camden, Ark.,
the No. 1 item on its current produc-
tion and procurement program. This
new plant will be the only naval ord-
nance plant working exclusively on
rockets and—since the Navy pro-
cures most of the rockets for the
Army as well as itself—the principal
rocket-loading, assembly and storage
plant for the entire country.

The plant will cover approximately
110 square miles—70,000 acres—and
employ about 5,000 civilian workers,

in addition to supervisory naval per-
sonnel. It is hoped to have part of it
in operation by 1 March 1945, The
plant is named for the late Capt.
Samuel R. Shumaker, usN, who, as
head of the Research and Develop-
ment Section of BuOrd, was one of
the nation’s leaders in rocket develop-
ment,

Rockets have proved their value in
all theaters of thiz war. In combatting
submarines, in attacking shipping, in
slashing at enemy beach defenses to
cover troop landings, in blasting shore
establishments — in practically all
types of offensive action they have
been used with increasing success.

The weapons are not, by any means,
intended to supplant gunfire; they
merely supplement it. Their primary
advantage is in their lack of recoil,
thus making it possible to assemble
tremendous hitting power on small
craft which could not stand the shiver-
ing shock of guns of equivalent de-
structiveness.

Although rockets were not used in
combat by the Navy until early in
1942, they are not new to the military
world. Rockets as war weapons are
actually more than 700 years old. De-
veloped first by the Chinese in the 13th
century, they were used in European
wars from then until the 16th century,
when the accuracy and mobility of
cumbersome cannon were improved
and the rockets went into decline.

In the 19th century the British re-

Official U. S. Navy photographs

ON THE WINGS of the Navy's carrier planes, rockets provide highly mobile
long-range artillery. Planes' speed adds to speed and accuracy of rockets.
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vived rockets as war weapons, using
them in the burning of Copenhagen,
the siege of Danzig and against our
own Fort McHenry in Baltimore.
Their use in that last engagement has
been immortalized in The Star Span-
gled Banner by the phrase, “The rock-
ets’ red glare .. .”

First use of rockets by American
forces came during the Mexican War
of 1846-48. At that time, almost every
European army had a so-called “rock-
et corps.” But, soon thereafter, artil- ..
lery was immensely improved by de-
velopment of rifled bores and fire con-
trol, and the rocket’s light as a war
weapon was again dimmed.

During World War I there were
some isolated and ineffective instances -
of rockets being used as weapons. But,
in the main, the military limited the
use of rockets to signaling until 1941,
Early. in that year the airblitzed Brit-
ish began to scatter and shatter the
Nazis® sky fleets with antiaireraft
rockets- and, during the summer, the
Russiang unveiled their famed and
fearsome rocket launcher, Katusha, to
stem the German hordes.

By no means, however, were the




waist of an LCl as it sends a barrage of rockets hurtling toward a Jap-held beach to clear the way for U. S. forces.

Nazis caught asleep. Their scientists
and militarists, too, had been working
on ultra-modern rockets, and it was
not long before they developed their
own powerful weapons. Best known
of the enemy’s rockets is the six-bar-
reled smoke mortar, which Allied
troops, with grim humor, have nick-
named “Screaming Meemie” and
“Whistling Willie.”

For years, both civilian and military
scientist§ in the United States have
been experimenting with rockets as a
potential war weapon. In peacetime,
however, the work toward development
of a weapon is necessarily limited.
Since 1941, U. S. development of rock-
ets has been intensive and coordinated.
All American rocket and research de-
velopment is now a joint undertaking
of the War and Navy Departments,
working with the Office of Scientific
Research and Development, a civilian
pool of scientific and engineering ex-
perts mobilized for war research.
Working with these agencies are
National Defense Research Council
groups, one of which has its head-
quarters at the California Institute
of Technology, Pasadena, Calif. Prac-
tically all of the Navy's experimental

rocket work has been done at Califor-
nia Tech, and BuOrd unstintingly
praises the civilian scientists there for
their work in helping make the rocket
the effective weapon that it is today.

As simple in principle as the old-
time Fourth of July skyrocket, Amer-
ican rockets and launchers are artil-
lery-like weapons: the rocket is the
equivalent of a shell, plus the propel-
lant powder charge; the launcher is
the gun. Both rocket and launcher
vary in length and diameter. The rock-
ets have warheads that carry varying
amounts -of high explosives, or smoke
or incendiary chemicals. The tube
that extends aft of the head contains
the propellant—a material that, when
electrically ignited, generates expand-
ing gas which propels the rocket for-
ward by pushing against the head.
Some rockets have fins, either fixed or
folding, to stabilize flight.

The size of the rockets is determined
by the job cut out for them. The size
of the head chamber depends upon the
detonation desired, and the size of the
propellant chamber depends upon the
distance which the rocket must travel
and its velocity.

The Navy's first use of the rocket
was against submarines a little more
than two years ago. When Nazi U-
boats began to boldly poke their iron
heads above the water to do battle on
the surface with patrol bombers, the
Navy equipped its patrolling aireraft
with rockets which proved invaluable
in the weird duels.

Rockets from landing eraft were
given their initial battle test late in
1942, They were first used opera-
tionally in the invasion of North Af-
rica. Some 3,000 of them were manu-
factured almost overnight at Califor-
nia Institute of Technology and flown
to the east coast. Right off the bat,
they proved ideal for providing a pro-
tective barrage after the naval and
aerial bombardments have necessarily
ceased and the first wave of assault
troops is going ashore. Fired from
multiple launchers on small landing
craft, the rockets spread death an
destruction among enemy machine
gunners who might be lving in wait
for the troops to hit the beach.

A 4.5-inch rocket is usually used for
such operations. Its warhead is thin
walled, so that it not only has tremen-
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FIGHTER PLANE loaded with rockets by carrier crewmen is given increased versatility and striking power.

. Dﬁlcla; l-.| 8. Navy phutuwni
FIERY TAILS trace the path of rockets fired from an LCl, The close-range
target, Mindoro Island, can be seen smoking from previous rocket salves.
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dous explosive quality but is fragmen-
tary and showers the surrounding area
with shrapnel-like pieces of its casing.

Since their unveiling in the North
African operations, rocket-equipped
landing craft have been used effec-
tively in the invasions of Sicily, Italy,
Normandy and Southern France; and
in the amphibious assaults on Cape
Gloucester, Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Sai-
pan, Guam, the Palaus and the Philip-
pines. In the Saipan landing, rocket
launchers were put on amphibious
“ducks” and provided protection for
troops as they advanced beyond the
coverage of gunfire from naval ships
and crossed the last dangerous yards
before gaining the beachheads, At
Guam, some 10,000 were fired in less
than five minutes from the tiny as-
gault boats; it would have been im-
practical to lay down such a barrage
from shi The destruction wrought
by rockets at Guam is best described
in an account of our recapture of that
Pacific base, which said: “Ashore, the
effect of the rocket barrage was de-
vasting. Palm trees were shattered,
underbrush disappeared in shreds, and
the concussion of the rocket bombs as
they hit their targets rocked the en-
tire beach front .. . It was a quick,
awesome show.”

And then there are the words of a
young enlisted man who took part in
the landings at Salerno, Anzio and
Southern France: “There’s nothing
that bucks you up like seeing the
rocket ships doing their stuff when
yow're going in with the first wave. If
there’s anything on the beach, we
know it won’t be there after the rocket
barrage. It busts up everything, and




MANY HANDS are needed to load multiple rocket launchers on a landing craft. Note cylinder fin of this type.

that includes mines and barbwire en-
tanglements.”

The birth of the Navy airborne
rocket which is being used so effec-
tively now came in late 1943. Some
British airborne rockets were brought
over to this country for tests. Califor-
nia Institute of Technology scientists
and BuOrd experts developed a few
necessary changes to make them more
suitable for use by American aireraft.
These rockets were fired with such ef-
fectiveness in experiments by naval
flyers on the West Coast that BuOrd
ordered manufacture begun at once.

The new b5.0-inch aerial weapon
made its combat debut in March 1944
during an attack by Marine flyers on
the huge Jap base at Rabaul. Among
the targets struck was a 450-ton en-
emy ship. The flyers were most en-
thusiastic about the destructive power
of the new weapon, and so satisfying
have been its continuing performances
that the Navy is now equipping many
of its planes, both amphibious and
carrier-based, with rockets.

Navy rocket-equipped planes were
unusually successful at Mille, the Pal-
aus, Woleai, Hollandia and Truk. On
one raid against a Japanese strong-
hold in the Palaus a naval torpedo
plane squadron, combining rocket fire
with skip bombing, accounted for five
of 25 enemy ships destroyed. Rocket-
firing carrier-based planes also com-
bined use of the new weapon with
bombs in the late October sea battle
of the Philippines in which the central
attacking force of the Jap fleet was
driven back through the San Bernar-
dino Strait with heavy losses.

Equipped with rockets, fighter

planes now have the striking power
of artillery, without, of course, the
weight and recoil of the heavy guns.
As with landing craft, plane rockets
are not intended to replace standard
armament but rather to augment it.

The customary practice is to arm
a plane with eight 5.0-inch rockets,
four slung wunder each wing. With
eight such projectiles under the thumb
of the pilot, the attacking plane ap-
proximates the blasting power of a
light eruiser’s salvo. However, unlike
the eruiser's guns which can fire time
and again during combat, the plane’s
rocket launchers just pack one punch
apiece and cannot be reloaded in flight.

Combining its own propulsion with
the forward motion of the diving
plane, the airborne rocket travels with
considerable velocity. This greatly in-
creased speed makes airborne rockets
far more accurate than those fired
from slow-moving or stationary craft.

One of the most important advan-
tages of the airborne rocket in raking
enemy shipping and blasting pin-point
antiaireraft gun emplacements is the
fact that the attacking plane does not
have to come in as close to the target
as when it is divebombing or machine
gunning. Rockets can be released with
considerable accuracy at a much
greater distance from the target.
Thus pilots’ lives are not exposed as
much as on bombing and strafing mis-
sions when they are forced to pene-
trate a heavy blanket of intense enemy
short-ranged protective fire,

The Navy has carefully coordinated
its rocket program with that of the
Army in what is a perfect example of
cooperative procurement. The highly

successful “bazooka,” the 2.36-inch an-
titank weapon which weighs merely
three and one-third pounds, yet can
blast through steel armor plate, is
strictly an Army product; but all
other rockets used by the two services
are produced under naval contracts

. with the Army furnishing the explo-

sive and propellant powders and the
Navy furnishing the metal parts, and
doing the loading and assembly.

The Army Air Forces have equipped
P-38 Lightnings, P-39 Airacobras,
P-40 Warhawks, P-47 Thunderbolts
and P-51 Mustangs with rocket launch-
ers. In the China-Burma-India thea-
ter P-bls, each carrying Army-type
4.5-inch rockets, fired 290 rounds and
destroyed six large warehouses, 12
medium-sized warehouses, one foun-
dry, four locomotives, 10 aircraft, two
river boats and four native shacks, and
damaged two medium-sized ware-
houses, five medium-sized huildin%s,
one locomotive and 13 aircraft. In
one sortie against a railroad yard in
France, P-47s, in the first run, scored
a direct hit on a flak tower, putting
it out of action and then on subsequent
runs destroyed 25 locomotives, three
repair shops and a roundhouse.

Such reports show why BuOrd now
rates rocket weapons as a “must” pro-
duction item; why rocket research and .
production have top priorities.

For rockets’ success, in both Europe
and the Pacific, have turned an ageless
dream into a nightmare for our foes.
The gadget which starry-eyed inven-
tors once talked of firing at the Man
in the Moon is now carrying the war
ever closer to the little men behind
the Rising Sun.
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WAR’S FIRST SHOT AGAINST

How uss Ward, Lost Recently Off Leyte, Sank Sub
An Hour Before Enemy Planes Attacked Pearl Harbor

On 7 Dec. 1944 the destroyer-trans-
port Uss Ward, hard bit during a Jap
aerial-torpedo attack while supporting
the landing at Ormoc in the Philippines,
was abandoned without loss of person-
nel and sunk by our own forces (see
Navy Department Communique No.
561, p. 49).

On 7 Dec. 1941, just three years earl-
ier, the Ward had fired what is believed
to have been America’s first shot of the
war against the Japanese. The first de-
tailed public account of that action ap-
pears below.

The article is an excerpt from the
book Battle Report, prepared from of-
ficial sources by Comdr. Walter Karig,
USNR, and Lieut. Welbourn Kelley,
USNR, of the Navy Department’s Office
of Public Relations, and published re-
cently by Farrar & Rinehart, Inc., for
the Council on Books in Wartime.

Between the time of this first victory
over the Japs off Pearl Harbor and ber
loss off Leyte the Ward bhad been in ac-
tion in the Solomons, New Guinea and
Philippine campaigns.

USS Ward was slightly on the de-
crepit side, but she was Lieut.
William Woodward Outerbridge’s first
command, and he was proud of her.

Outerbridge had been executive of-
ficer of Uss Cummings, one of the more
modern destroyers, when he was pro-
moted to the command of the Ward,
which was named for Comdr. James
Harmon Ward, first naval officer
killed in the War Between the States.
The Ward was a product of the 1918
construction frenzy, an obsolescent
four-piper which had been launched
in the world’s record time of 17%
days after her keel was laid in the
Mare Island Navy Yard on 15 May
in that “last year of the war.” She
had been cataYOgued as overage since

24 July 1934, and although the de-
stroyer had been reconditioned a year
or so before, her designed top speed
of 30-plus knots would cause her to
get lost in the wake of the newer tin
cans. - Her 4-inch .50-caliber guns
were antiques beside the dual-purpose
5-inch 38’s of later destroyers, and
they could not be elevated sufficiently
to serve as antiaircraft weapons.

But still she was a fighting ship.
Most important, she was his ship, and
as his first command the name Ward
would echo fondly in his memory all
the rest of his life. . . .

The Ward was standing in for
Pearl Harbor that night of 6 Decem-
ber, having completed her first patrol
under Lieutenant Outerbridge’s com-
mand. After a check to make sure
that all stations were manned and
everything aboard shipshape, the new
skipper turned in at around 2400.
There was no sea cabin on the Ward,
so Outerbridge slept in the chart-
house, just aft of the bridge. His bed
was a wire bunk which could be easily
stowed. There were, of course, com-
paratively good quarters below, but
when a ship is at sea her captain is
never far from the bridge.

Of course when the captain is asleep
or resting he can be called at any time
by the officer of the deck, whose duty
it is to notify his superior at any hour
of significant changes in the weather,
deviations from the established course
or speed, the sighting of shore points
or ships, or anything else of however

"COMMENCE FIRING," said Goepner, and number

| gun loosed the first shot of the war in the Pacific.
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mild importance to the ship’s mission,

Outerbridge recalls that he felt the
usual nervousness of a young officer
not yet wholly accustomed to his first
full command, and so he dozed fitfully
in the cramped wire cot atop the
chartroom table. He was the only
“vegular Navy” officer aboard, of the
Academy class of '27. All others of
the ship’s company and crew were
Naval Reservists, practically all from
the 47th Reserve division of St. Paul,
Minnesota. But that did not worry
the skipper. “They were a good bunch
—they were all 4.0 boys,” he said
later.

The Ward was operating on only two
of her four boilers, standard practice
for the kind of work she was doing—
cutting three-mile figure 8’s by steam-
ing up one side and drifting down the
other with the tide. With half her
power cut out, Ward had a top speed
of 20 knots but she was not making
that much when Outerbridge hazily
heard, in his half-sleep, the shuffle of
feet on deck plates as the men on the
morning watch came up to relieve the
midwatch.

The midwatch was not relieved at
the stroke of eight bells that morning.

" Two minutes before 0400 Ens. L. F.
Platt, UsNR, notified Outerbridge that
a blinker signal had been received
from the minesweeper Condor, inform-
ing Ward that she had detected a sus-
picious object in the darkness to the
westward of her sweep area, and that
she believed it to have been a sub-
marine.

Outerbridge immediately ordered
the ship to general quarters.

The gong sounded its summons. The
ship sprang to life.

When general quarters is sounded
aboard a ship it demands instant ae-




THE JAPS

tion from all, bar none except the
helpless in sick bay. Gun crews race
for the deck and ammunition handlers
tumble below to magazines and hoists.
Watertight doors clang shut and are
dogged down. Damage-control parties
spring to their stations. First-aid
equipment is broken out and placed
at strategic points about the ship
where it might be needed. Every man
has a job to do—fast. For a minute
or two all is apparently frenzy. Then
comes quiet, as every man stands at
his station awaiting orders.

Lieut. H. T. Doughty, USNR, the ex-
ecutive officer, reached the bridge from
his quarters below while the alarm
was still sounding.

“What's up, Captain?”

Outerbridge told him, as he rang
for all the speed Ward’s two boilers
would provide and as he conned the
ship in the direction Condor had given.

The Ward searched for mearly an
hour, combing a wide pattern and
with all topside hands on lookout. No
sound contact was made, no suspicious
craft or object was sighted. Then she
returned and spoke Condor again, this
time by voice radio over the TBS
(talk-between-ships) cireunit. As in-
tercepted and logged by a naval radio
station on Oahu, the dialogue went:

Ward: What was the approximate
distance and course of the sub-
marine you sighted?

Condor: The course was about what
we were steering at the time, 020
magnetic and about 1,000 yards
from the entrance.

Ward: Do you have any additional
information on the sub?

Condor: No additional information.

Ward: When was the last time ap-
proximately that you saw the sub-
marine?

Condor: Approximately 0350 and he
was apparently heading for the
entrance.

. “If the Condor people saw anything,
it isn’t out here now,” Quterbridge
concluded. “Secure from quarters, Mr.
Doughty. Set condition two and keep
a sharp lookout.”

The bos’un passed the word to se-
cure, and the ship relaxed. Those men
not on watch straggled back to their
sleeping quarters and hit the sack.
Doughty returned to his bunk, and
Outerbridge to his cot in the chart-
house. Ensign Platt turned over the
deck to Lt. (jg) O. W. Goepner, USNE,
a young Chicagoan who had entered
the service via the naval ROTC unit
at Northwestern University. He was
also gunnery officer of the destroyer.

At 0637, Outerbridge was again
awakened, this time by Goepner shout-
ing: “Come on the bridge, Captain!
Come on the bridge!”

Outerbridge grumbled sleepily, as
he swung his feet to the floor. But
what Goepner had to say caused the
destroyer captain to cancel his com-
ment on overzealous young reserve of-

EVERY OFFICER and man in a position to view the engagement agreed that
the first shot was a near miss, that the second penetrated the conning tower.

ficers. Hs grabbed his spectacles and
Japanese kimona, On the bridge in
the next instant he followed Goepner’s
excited directions: off the port bow
was the target ship Antares, towing
her cumbersome raft to Pearl Harbor,
and between ship and raft was a
smaller object which had no right to
be there.

“We’ve been watching it, sir, and
we think it’s moving,” Goepner said.
He hurriedly explained that the ob-
jeet had been first sighted to port as
Ward and Antares came abreast, and
that he had ordered the destroyer’s
course reversed to bring it to closer
view.

“Go to general quarters,” instantly
ordered Outerbridge. “Go to general
quarters—and bear a hand!”

One look at the suspicious object,
and he knew that it was a submarine
conning tower; he knew, too, it was
unlike any submarine’s silhouette with
which he was familiar. And, with
that, Antares blinker-messaged her
suspicion that she was being followed.

Later Outerbridge admitted to an
awful moment when it occurred to
him that the submarine might just
possibly be one of our own; that if he
attacked and sank it he would be send-
ing some of his own brothers-in-arms
to death. Whatever his thoughts,
they caused no delay in his actions.
I;le had his orders. He acted upon
them.

Outerbridge rang up full speed and
ordered the helmsman to come hard

right and to head for the submarine.

“Load all guns and stand by to
commence firing.”

Over the battle circuit came the
word: “Number one gun manned and
ready, sir Number two gun
manned and ready. . .”

“Stand by to drop depth charges,”
ordered Outerbridge, and he told
Goepner to fire when ready.

The Ward’'s new course was plotted
just barely to miss collision with the
submarine. As the destroyer bore
down upon the target a Navy PBY,
returning from long-range patrol,
circled overhead and dropped a smoke
bomb to help mark the submarine’s
locations. In the confusion of the next
few hours, the plane was first under-
stood to have sunk a submarine. It
was now about 0645, with a murky
dawn rising behind the destroyer. . ..

The Ward was now within a hun-
dred yards of the submarine.

““Commence firing,” said Goepner,
and Number 1 gun in the bow of the
destroyer loosed the first shot in the
war of the Pacific!

The shell screamed over the target
by inches and ricocheted into the sea.
And now it was obvious that the sub-
marine was truly a mystery ship, a
pygmy whose conning tower presented
only a sharpshooter’s target.

Number 3 gun opened up from the
waist of the ship. The Ward’'s range
finders did not operate under 600
yards, so the gun was on the pointer
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fire, like a squirrel rifle, with a point-
blank range of 756 yards.

The gun spoke and its detonation
was echoed in a yell as the projectile
was seen to strike the conning tower.
As the Ward's stern crossed the bow
of the diving submarine, Quterbridge
ordered: “Drop depth charges!”

Chief Torpedoman W. C. Maskza-
witz was at his station on the fantail,
adjusting the pistols on the depth
charges so that the explosions would
meet the submarine at the stages of
its estimated descent.

There were four short blasts of the
ship’s whistle, and with each blast an
ashean rolled off the stern into the
submarine’s path. The pattern was
perfect.

“I let go the first charge just as the
sub started under,” Maskzawitz said
later. “The second charge was already
in the water when the first one ex-
ploded. I think the sub waded directly
into our first charge.”

There was no doubt in the mind of
anyone topside that the submarine
had been struck and sunk. Outer-
bridge marked the time—0651—and
sent a message to Pearl Harbor:

“We have dropped depth charges on
sub operating in defensive area.”

Outerbridge thought that perhaps
this was inadequate notification of a
most extraordinary event, so the first
message was followed in two minutes
by a second;

WE HAVE ATTACKED FIRED
UPON AND DROPPED DEPTH
CHARGES UPON SUBMARINE OP-
ERATING IN DEFENSIVE AREA.

He waited for a few minutes and
then queried the naval radio station
to be sure his message had been re-
ceived and understood. The operator

at Bishop’s Point acknowledged re-
ceipt.

When some of the secrecy guarding

the Navy's files may be relaxed after

the war, historians can read the eye-
witness reports of this engagement
submitted by every officer and man in
a position to view it. Most terse of
them all is Seaman 2/¢ William Fen-
ton’s, the young reservist who pointed
No. 3 gun:

“Was standing 4-8 watch when gen-
eral alarm sounded. I manned gun
3, my station, saw submarine conning
tower, got word to fire when on. Got
on target and fired. We shot at their
port side. Submarine went down just
after it passed our stern, then depth
charges were dropped.”

One of the fullest statements is that
of Seaman 1/¢ H. F. Gearin, who was
quartermaster when, as he described
it, “the Antares stood out over the
horizon from the southwest. She had
a tow with about 300 feet of line out.
At 0640 the helmsman. H. E. Raen-
big, Seaman 2/c, called my attention
to a black object almost midway be-
tween the Antares and her tow, I im-
mediately took a look at it and re-
ported it to the officer of the deck.
The Antares at this time was almost
broad on our port beam. Her tow
was broad on our port bow. She was
about a mile distant. . .”

Raenbig, the first man to sight the
enemy, had a view of the ensuing ac-
tion so good that he could see the
gleam of glass in the periscope. In
his report he tells of seeing a hole ap-
pear in the conning tower after No.
3 gun spoke. Russell H. Knapp,
boatswain’s mate second class and gun
captain, said that “it looked to me as
if our shot hit at the base of the mov-
ing object, but I am not sure that the
shell exploded, although there was a
loud report at the time.”

The depositions independently taken
from every officer and man in a posi-
tion to view the engagement agreed
that the first shot was a near miss,
that the second penetrated the con-
ning tower at the water line. From

captured specimens it was later
learned that the two-man subs had no
hatch between conning tower and hull.
A hit meant a kill. %t was to a mor-
tally wounded submarine that Chief
Maskzawitz's depth charges gave the
coup de grace—a full hour before the
Enemy’s descent in force on Pearl Har-
or.

The Ward's work was- by no means
over, Now that the submarine had
been sunk, the destroyer began a
methodical search of the restricted
area, Caught in the level rays of sun-
rise, a fishing craft was sighted where
it should not have been—a motor-
driven sampan out of Honolulu which
put on all speed as Ward charged
down upon it. But the sampan quickly
abandoned hopeless flight and hove to,
wallowing in the water as the de-
stroyer surged alongside. Three Jap-
anese came to the rail, two with their
hands in the air and one waving a
white flag, The prize taken by Ward
was turned over to a Coast Guard
cutter that had joined the pursuit, and
Ward proceeded with her task of
combing the harbor entrance, dropping
depth charges on every suspicious
echo her sonic apparatus raised.

“T suppose we killed a lot of inno-
cent fish,” Outerbridge now remarks,
“but there is a chanee—a chance—
that we got one other submarine.”

The Coast Guard cutter, with the
sampan in tow, was heading into the
harbor mouth when Ward’'s lookours
passed the word of an extraordinary
number of airplanes over Pearl. With
that, pillars of black smoke rose up
inland, and, seconds later, the rever-
berations of tremendous explosions
boomed across the water. War man-
euvers of the past few months had
been realistic enough, but they had
;{at reached these fantastic propor-
ions.

Then an airplane screeched out of
a dive, and Outerbridge saw a black,
cylindrical object hurtle from it in an
arc toward the cutter
and its captive. The
bomb fell astern of the
sampan, its explosion
demolishing a skiff that
was in tow, but what
Ward’'s men were look-
ing at were the wver- -
milion disks on the
plane’s wings,

“I knew then,” Out-
erbridge says mildly,
“that all hell had
broken loose.”

THE SAMPAN quickly aban-
doned hopeless flight and
hove to. Three Japanese
came tfo the rail, two with
hands in air and one waving
a white flag.
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STEPS UPWARD: Men from fleet. toting seabags, report to V-12 unit at University of California at Los Angeles.

Commissions for Enlisted Men

Larger Proportion of Officer Appointments Now Going
To Those from Ranks . . . Who's Eligible, How to Apply

AJthouggl the total number of com-
missions being granted by the Navy,
Marine Corps and Coast Guard is less
today than earlier in the war, when
the three services were expanding
from a combined peacetime comple-
ment of some 300,000 to their present
strength of more than 3,000,000, a
larger proportion of new commissions
now is going to personnel from the
ranks and a smaller share to civilians.

More men from fleets and stations,
and fewer civilians, are being selected
for the wvarious officer-training pro-
grams, and about the only billets being
filled directly from ecivilian life are
highly specialized ones for the Medical
Corps, Supply Corps and Chaplain
Corps.

There are six paths an enlisted man
in the Navy may follow to reach
appointment as a commissioned officer:

1. The V-5 Program, requirements

for which are set forth in Bu-
Pers Cire. Ltr. 138-44 (NDB, 15
May 1944, 44-572). (Former
aviation officer candidates who
were de-selected or voluntarily
withdrew because of quota re-

strictions previously in force
may apply for re-entry under
BuPers Cire. Ltr, 391-44, see
page T2 of this issue for details.)

. The V-T Program, BuPers Circ.

Ltr. 373-44 (NDB, 15 Dec. 1944,
44-1402).

. The V-12 Program, BuPers Cire.

Ltr. 374-44 (NDB, 15 Dec. 1944,
44-1403).

. Competitive examination for en-

trance into U. 8. Naval Acad-
emy, BuPers Circ. Ltr, 294-44
(NDB, 30 Sept. 1944, 44-1142).

5&6. Direct temporary or perma-

nent appointment in USN and
USNR, BuPers Circ, Ltr. 152-43
(NDB, cum. ed. 43-1326) ; BuPers
Cire. Ltr, 159-42, (NDB, cum. ed.
42-1023). A new directive, deal-
ing with direct appointments in
the regular and reserve compo-
nents of the Navy, is now being
prepared and will be issued in
the near future. Provisions in
the new directive will be sub-
stantially the same as those con-
tained in this article,

Details on V-7 and V-12 were re-
ported in the January 1945 INFORMA-
TION BULLETIN, p. 73. Procedure to
follow to obtain one of the 200 Nawval
Academy appointments granted annu-
ally to enlisted men was described in
the November 1944 issue of INFORMA-
TION BULLETIN, p. 70. The following
material, therefore, deals mainly with
the procedure and requirements for
permanent and temporary appoint-
ment from enlisted status.

These two paths to a commission
allow for a considerable leeway in age
and educational requirements, and are
less rigid about physical qualifications
than the other four paths. Enlisted
men in the Reserve may apply for
temporary or permanent appointments
in the Naval Reserve; regular Navy
men may apply for temporary ap-
pointments in the regular Navy.

For permanent appointment, the
age span is 19 to 37, inclusive; the
educational requirements are a degree
from an accredited college or two
years accredited-college work plus one
year of active duty at sea; and the
physical qualifications include mini-
mum 15/20 vision correctible to 20/20,
and normal color perception.

For men qualified for certain speci-
fied billets, some of the qualifications
are waived. A directive will be issued
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APPOINTMENTS DIRECT
FROM CIVIL LIFE

in the future calling for applications
for such highly specialized jobs.

For permanent appointment, the
candidate must submit an application
to BuPers, via his CO, who will rec-
ommend only the very best prospects.
If granted a commission, the man
usually is sent to an indoctrination
school for two months or so. In ex-
ceptional cases a new officer may go
directly to his billet without indoe-
trination. .

To be eligible to apply for tempo-
rary appointments, men must be rated
petty officers first class or above, or be
warrant officers. Appointment as tem-
porary officer must be initiated by the
CO and is based on the recommenda-
tion of CO, service record, civilian
background and leadership qualities.
There are no fixed educational require-
ments, and the age limit varies with
the commission applied for. A certain
amount of sea duty is required but
this may be waived in exceptional
cases, and shore duty outside the con-
tinental limits is sometimes accepted
in lieu of sea duty.

The difference between appoint-
ments to temporary and permanent
commissions is that six months after
the war the temporary officer reverts
to his former status., Full protection
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of his permanent status is assured
each enlisted man or warrant who ac-
cepts a temporary commission. Under
the law, he shall not be “prejudiced
thereby in regards to promotion, ad-
vancement, or appointment” and his
“rights, benefits, privileges and gratui-
ties shall not be lost or abridged in
any respect whatever.”

If physical disability is incurred
while serving in a temporary appoint-
ment in the line of duty the officer is
entitled to retirement pay at the rate
of 75% of the active duty pay of his
temporary rank.

For temporary appointment from
warrant or chief warrant to ensign or
lieutenant (jg) one must:

1. Have had 12 months’ continuous
active duty, as warrant and/or
chief warrant;

2. Be physically fit for all duties
afloat and ashore, with waiver
possible for defects which are
not organic and not likely to in-
terfere with performance of duty.
Vision must be 15/20, with ex-
ceptionally qualified candidates
accepted at 12/20, correctible to
20,20,

3. Have had education sufficient so
that he can do necessary paper
work,

4. Have clear Navy record for five
years and no offenses indicating
moral turpitude.

For temporary appointment from
CPO or POle to ensign, one must:

1. Have had five years’ continuous
active duty (afloat and ashore);
or equivalent experience in
closely related civilian job; or
two years of college, one year
afloat;

2. Be physically fit for all duties
afloat and ashore, with waiver
possible for - inorganic defects
which are not likely to interfere
with performance of duty. Vision
must be 15/20 in each eye (12/20
in exceptional cases), fully cor-
rectible;

3. Have at least two years’ high
school ;

4, Have a clear Navy record with
no offenses for five years, or for
entire service if less than five
years.

From CPO and POlc to temporary
warrant:

1. Have had five years’ continuous
active duty afloat and ashore, or
three years’ afloat since T Deec.
1941; or equivalent experience in
civilian job; or two years of col-
lege and one year afloat;

2. Be physically fit, with waiver for
defects which are not organie
and not likely to interfere in the
performance of duty. Vision
8/20, fully correctible;

3. Be not more than 50 wyears old
(men over 40 must be outstand-
ing) ;

4, Have education sufficient to do
paper work;

5. Have clear Navy record for at
least two years with no offenses
showing weak character or moral
turpitude on record.

For appointments not requiring sea-
going qualifications (such as carpenter
(CEC) and personnel in the aviation
category) service outside the continen-
tal limits may be considered equivalent
of sea duty; and, in exceptional cases,
certain types of service within the
U.S. are acceptable.

Coast Guard

Like the Navy, the Coast Guard is
pleased with the achievement of for-
mer enlisted men who have risen to
commissioned rank and to warrant
grade, and it is continuing its policy
of gleaning the ranks for the best
available men to fill officer billets
whenever they are open. However,
the Coast Guard does not participate
in the V-5, V-T or V-12 programs (ex-
cept for V-12 medical or dental grad-
uate work) and, at present, is up to its
full commissioned and  warrant
strength.

Vacancies occur from time to time
beeause of retirements, resignations
or deaths of officers and thus a lim-
ited number of highly qualified en-
listed men are sought for the Reserve
Officer Training Course at the Coast



Guard Academy (Coast Guard Per-
sonnel Bulletin No. 138-44).

To be eligible to apply for this
training, a man must:

1. Have reached his 21st, but not
his 34th, birthday at time application
is made;

2. Meet regular Coast Guard physi-
cal requirements;

3. Not have been previously en-
rolled in the academy course and
dropped out for any reason.

Any eligible man desiring this train-
ing may make application to his CO,
who will indicate by endorsement
whether or not he recommends trans-
fer. If he recommends the man, the CQ
will then arrange for administration
of the new Officer Candidate Qualifica-
tion Examination and the physical ex-
amination. Reports of these then will
be forwarded with the man’s applica-
tion and the CO’s endorsement to
Coast Guard Headquarters. If the man
is not recommended, the CO will for-
ward the application to headquarters
with a statement of the reason why
the man isn’t recommended.

The Coast Guard Academy course
is a general one and graduates are
commissioned for general duty only.
Personnel retain their ratings through-
out the course. Upon successful com-
pletion, members of the regular Coast
Guard are promoted to temporary of-
ficer status and members of the re-
serve receive reserve commissions.

For selection of men to fill vacan-
cies in warrant grades, eligibility lists
are maintained by the Coast Guard
Procurement Office.

Under this system, when it becomes
apparent that certain types of war-
rant officers will be needed—say, for
instance, carpenters—an Alcoast is is-
sued notifying COs that approved ap-
plications of qualified enlisted men
will be accepted for consideration.
The CO’s recommendations of these
men are briefed by the Procurement
Officer, a panel of officers grade the
candidates and an eligibility list is
established. The best available appli-
cant is.placed at the top of this list,
the next best is second, ete. Then when
the need for a warrant carpenter
arises, the top man on the list, if still
qualified and available, will be se-
lected and appointed. No warrant car-
penter is appointed except from this
list of enlisted men, and no other
names are solicited or considered for
the list until the original group is ex-
hausted. This is true in the case of
electricians, machinists, gunners, pay
clerks, ete. Only exception is the war-
rant boatswain. Names of prospective
warrant boatswains are not solicited
by the Procurement Officer, since
enough candidates are received with-
out solicitation from COs. These
names are kept available for consid-
eration when need arises.

In compiling eligibility lists the
Coast Guard Procurement Office gives
particular attention to length of ser-
vice, health and general experience
(ashore and afloat). No applicant can
be more than 50 years of age.

Marine Corps

Enlisted men of the Marine Corps
are not only still participating in the

Offic®zgl. S. Navy photopraph

CAMPAIGN RIBBONS lend color to group at Purdue as V-12 trainees (left)
swap combat yarns with two veterans (right) assigned to unit as consultants.

V-12 College Training Program with
a new class to start 1 March 1945
(Marine Corps Letters of Instruection
871 and 805), but COs are being
urged to select enlisted personnel for
assignment to the Training Battalion,
Marine Corps Schools, or the pre-
Platoon Commanders School (former-
ly pre-0.C.8.), leading to further as-
signment to the Platoon Commander
School, formerly O.C.S. (Marine Corps
Letter of Instruction 878).

An applicant for transfer to the
Platoon Commanders School, Marine
Corps Schools, must fulfill the follow-
ing requirements:

1. Be on active duty;

2. Have completed four months’ ac-
tive service immediately prior to date
when recommended by CO;

3. Be a male citizen who has
reached his 19th birthday, but not his
32d, on date of application;

4. Be physically qualified for com-
missioned rank, including minimum
vision of 15/20, correctible to 20/20.

5. Have a minimum edueation of
two years (four semesters) of college
work successfully completed in an ae-
credited institution; or a minimum of
one year (two semesters) in college
and one year service outside contin-
ental limits when application is made.

6. Have passed the Marine Corps
GCT with a minimum standard score
of 110.

7. Be recommended by his CO on
the basis of clearly demonstrated of-
ficer-like qualities,

The applicant should address his ap-
plication in his own handwriting to
the Commandant, Marine Corps, and
submit it via his CO along with birth
certificate, physical report by Navy
medical officer and certified transeript
of college record.

A warrant officer or enlisted man
seeking appointment as a second lieu-
tenant for aviation ground duty must
be on active duty, be a citizen who has
reached his 25th, but not his 40th
birthday on date of application, and
have two years’ college or its equi-
valent.

The application should be accom-
panied by (1) a letter from the can-
didate in his own handwriting to the
Commandant, U. S. Marine Corp_s, re-
questing a commission as aviation
ground officer and outlining briefly
his education, career and service rec-
ord; (2) a birth certificate under the
seal of office of issue; (3) a Navy
medical officer’s certificate.

All eandidates recommended will be
considered by a selection board at Ma-
rine Corps Headquarters. Those se-
lected will be commissioned as second
lieutenants and, where necessary, or-
dered to the Aviation Ground Officers
School at Quantico, Va. Men ap-
pointed from the first three pay grades
will receive temporary appointments
in the Marine Corps or its reserve;
those from below the first three
grades will receive permanent appoint-
ments in the reserve.
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~—True-Story Adventure

‘A Rather Full Day’

The following report was written
aboard a Navy rescue vessel by a Hell-
diver pilot the day after be participated
in a strike by carrvier aivcraft against
Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands.

T all started yesterday morning

when, at 0845, I was awakened
gently but firmly out of my sack and
was told that I was going on the first
strike. That in itself was a change
from the planning of the day before,
since I had not been scheduled to take
off until the second strike, which was
at about 1400. )

After a quick briefing and a bite of
breakfast, we manned our planes. Pro-
ceeding to kill some more time sitting
in the cockpit, we finally took off at
1000. .

After about an hour and 20 minutes
the target came into view. It was a
very innocent looking little island.

The ack-ack wasn’t too bad to start
with; but as we got closer, it got
thicker—and I mean thick! It was a
hell of a time to be thinking of a song,
but that verse of I Want To Go Home
that goes “Time says that ack-ack’s
a beautiful sight, Life paints a picture
of tracers at night, But this stuff we
hear is real, up close it loses appeal”
kept running t rou%h my mind. About
the time I got to that last line it was
push-over point. I saw what looked
like a Betty (Japanese twin-engine
bomber) below me on the edge of the
runway and aimed my bomb at it.

About then things started happen-
ing pretty fast. At 6,500 feet a nice
big black puff of smoke appeared
right in front of me. I don’t know
whether it was 40-mm. or bigger, but
I didn’t feel anything hit the plane.
I released at 2,500 feet and started to
get out of the local area, which was
getting rather crowded with those nice
black puffs.

All this time Harvey—who is my
rear seat man and is the best in the
business as far as I'm concerned—
was getting a rear view of the whole
action. He said he was going to take
some pictures of the damage we had
done. (I think I hit something that
burned, because there was quite a col-
umn of smoke when 1 glanced back.)

Harvey had no sooner mentioned the
camera than all hell broke loose in the
engine, Smoke started pouring from
under the cowl, and the engine started
running very rough. My cylinder-head
temperature had jumped to 290 de-
grees. I noticed my windshield was
well covered with oil, and my oil pres-
sure had dropped to between 15 and
20 pounds. It suddenly dawned on me
that wa had been hit and that our
chances of ending up in the briny deep
were good.

Just as 1 was telling Harvey to pre-
pare for a water landing and to get
the raft out, I saw one of our boys go
in. When I saw him he was at about
1,000 feet and going straight down.
There was nothing Eut a big splash
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and explosion. Nothing else.

We were still losing power and alti-
tude. At about 300 feet the plane be-
gan to hold her own at 110 knots, and
I found time enough to call Lieut.
Banker [another pilot in the same at-
tack] on the air and tell him what
was the matter. He said for me to
join up on him, and me barely mak-
ing 110 knots! I also noticed that two
of our fighters were covering me by
this time. I had hoped the plane would
keep flying; but just as 1 came into
what I thought was the wind, she
started to freeze up for good. So down
we went,

While all this was going on, I had
managed to get out of my parachute
harness and tighten my shoulder
straps. There was quite a splash
when we hit but not too much of a
bump.

By the time I got out Harvey had
the raft out and was starting to in-

flate it, A corking good job on his
part. Harvey was yelling at me to get
in the raft, but I was trying to get
the small raft in the front seat out.
I finally gave that up as a bad job
and dove off the trailing edge of the
port wing. By thjs time the raft had
drifted 30 or 40@feet from the plane
and was moving fast. I reached it by
swimming but was rather worn out.
With Harvey’s help | got my gear

With Harvey's help | . . . managed to drag myself in. . . .

off and into the raft and managed to
drag myself in too. Both of us were
pretty well worn out, and the nervous
reaction was beginning to take effect
on us. This consisted mostly of what
is commonly known as the “dry
heaves.”

We put a dye marker in the water
immediately and waved at the planes
circling us to let them know we were
OK. We then settled down to the
routine of bailing water out of the
raft and getting sick. This went on
until we were picked up, which was
about 1445,

We had been in the water about
three hours. Harvey and I both must
have dozed off, as the time seemed to
pass very quickly. Since our chances
of getting picked up were almost
1009, we didn't worry too much; or
maybe we were too tired to worry.

ur first sign that we were about
to be picked up came when some fight-
ers started buzzing us. They dropped
a couple of smoke bombs to mark us,
and we threw dye marker around like
mad, me getting most of it on myself.
When the rescue vessel came into view
—and what a beautiful si%ht it was—
Harvey and I almost fell overboard
trying to wave at it.

Aboard, we got a hot shower, clean

dry clothes, cigarets, coffee, hot soup
—all you had to do was name it and
you could have it. After being intro-
duced all around and trying to put
something in my stomach, which
wouldn’t stay, I hit the sack. When
I woke up it was time for chow, and
it stayed down this time. )

After a bull session, I turned in for
the night, winding up what I would
call a rather full day.,




New List of ‘Battle-Star’ Operations

A revised list of operations and engagements for which
stars may be worn on area service ribbons has been issued
by Cominch. The new list (NDB, 15 Jan. 1945, 45-18) in-
cludes the Marianas operation (10 June-27 Aug. 1944) in
the Asiatic-Pacific Area and the invasion of Southern
France (15 Aug.-25 Sept. 1944) in the Luropean-Afrlcan-
Middle Eastern Area, and makes some revisions in the pre-
vious list (INFORMATION BULLETIN, October 1944, p. 66).

The complete new list follows. See also item on “Smaller

Stars Authorized,” p. 73.

Asiatic-Pacific Area Sel_'\rice Ribbon

PEARL HARBOR-MIDWAY
WAKE ISLAND
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS OPERA-
TION (Including other concurrent
Asiatic Fleet operations)
NETHERLANDS EAST INDIES
ENGAGEMIENTS  (Only one
star for participafion in one or
more of the following) :
Makassar Strait
Badoeng Strait
Java Sea

PACIFIC RATDS—1942 (Only one -

star for participation in one or
more of the following) :
Marshall-Gilbert Raids
Air Action off Bougainville
Wake Island Raid
Marcus Island Raid
Salamaua-Lae Raid

GUADALCANAL-TULAGI LAND-
INGS (Including First Savo)

CAPTURE AND DEFENSE OF
G ADAI_JCANAL.

MAKIN RAID

EASTERN SDLOMDNS (Stewart
Island)

BUIN-FAISI-TONOLAT RATD

CAPE ESPERANCE (Second Savo)

SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS

GUADALCANAL (Third Savo)

TASSAFARONGA (Fourth Savo)
ENNEL ISLAND
N‘-BOLIDATIO\E OF SOUTHERN
“ SOLOMON,

ALT‘UTTANS OFERATION (Only
one star for participation in one
or more of the following) :

Komandorski Island
Attu Occupation

NEW GEORGIA GROUF OPERA-
TION (Only one star for par-
ticipation in one or more of the
following) :

New Georgia-Rendova-Vangunu
Occupation

Kula Gulf Action

Kolombangara Action

Vella Gulf Aetion

Vella Lavella Occupation

Action off Vella Lavella

PACIFIC RAIDS—1943 (Only one
star for participation in one ar
more of the following):

Marcus Island Raid
Tarawa Island R'Lid
Whake Island Ra

NEW GUINEA OPERA“[‘ION

TREASURY-BOUGAINVILLE OP-
ERATION (Only one star for
participation in one or more of
the following) :

Supporting Air Actions

Treasury Island Landing

Choiseul Island Diversion

Occupatiod 'and Defense of Cape
Torokina

Bombardment of Buka-Bonis

Buka-Bonis Strike

Bombardment of Shortland Area

Battle of Empress Augusta Bay

Rabaul Strike

Action off Empress Augusta Bay

Rabaul Strike

Battle off Cape St. George

GILBEERT ISLANDS OPERATION

MARSHALL ISLANDS OPERA-
TION (Only one star for partie-
ipation in one or more of the
following) :

Air Attacks designated by Cine-
Pac on defended Marshall Ts-
lands targets

Occupation of Kwajalein and Ma-
Juro Atolls

Occupation_of Eniwetok Atoll

Attack on Jaluit Atoll

7 Dec. 1941
8-23 Dec. 1941

8 Dec. 1941-6 May 1942

23-24 Jan. 1942
19-20 Feb. 1942
27 Feb. 1942

1 Feb, 1942

20 Feb. 1942
24 Feb. 1942

4 March 1942
10 March 1942
4-8 May 1942
3-6 June 1942
7-9 Aug. 1942

10 Aug. 1942-8 Feb. 1943

17-18 Aug. 1942
23-25 Aug. 1942

5 Oct. 1942

12-15 Nov. 1942
30 Nov.-1 Dec. 1942
29-30 Jan, 1943
8§ Feb.-20 June 1943

26 March 1943
11 May-2 June 1943
20 June-16 Oct. 1944

20 June-31 Aug. 1943

5-6 July 1943

12-13 July 1943

6-7 Aug. 1943

15 Aug.-16 Oct. 1943
6-7 Oct. 1943

31 Aug. 1943

18 Sept. 1943

5-6 Oct. 1943

4 Sept. 1943-{Date to be
announced later)

27 Oct.-15 Dec. 1943

27 Oet.-15 Dec. 1943
27 Oct.-6 Nov. 1943
28 Oct.-4 Nov. 1943
1 Nov.-15 Dec. 1943

91 Oct.-1 Nov. 1943

1-2 Nov. 1943

1 Nov. 1943

1-2 Nov. 1943

5 Nov. 1943

8-9 Nov. 1943

11 Nov. 1943

24-25 Nov. 1‘”'1

13 Nov.-8 Dec. 1943

268 Nov. 1943-2 M:mch 1944

26 Nov. 1943-2 March 1944

29 Jan.-8 Feb. 1944

17 Feb.-2 '\Iarch 1944
20 Feh. 19

BISMARCK ARCHIPELAGO
OPERATION (Only one star for
participation in one or more of
the following) :

Supporting Air Actions

Kavieng Strike
Kavieng Strike
Kavieng Strike
Green Islands Landing
Bombardments of leeng and
Rabaul
Anti-Shipping Sweeps and Bom-
bardments of Kavieng
Anti-Shipping Sweeps and Bom-
bardments of Rabaul and New
Ireland
ASIATIC-PACIFIC RAIDS — 1944
(Only one star for participation
in one or more of the following) :
Truk Attack
Marianas Attack
Palau, Yap, Ulithi, Woleai Raid
Sabang Raid
Truk, Satzman, Ponape Raid
Smrlha.ja Raid
MARIANAS OPERATION (Only
one star for participation in one
or more of the following) :
Neutralization of Japanese Bases
in the Bonins, Marianas and
& “;estern é’aclﬂc
apture and occupation of Saipan
First Bonins Raid 2
Battle of Philippines Sea
Second Bonins Raid
Third Bonins Raid
Capture and Occupation of Guam
Capture and occupation of Tinian
Palau, Yap, Ulithi Raid
Fourth Bonins Raid
ESCORT, ANTI-SUBMARINE,
ARMED GUARD AND SPE-
CIAL: OPERATIONS (One star
for participation in each of the
following) :
T8ss Vatmm—Sﬂlvage Operations
Action off Vanikaro

15 Dec. 1943-(Date to be
announced later)

15 Dec. 1943-(Date to be
announced later)

25 Dec, 1943

1 Jan, 1944

4 Jan. 1944

15-19 Feb. 1944

18 Feb. 1944

21-25 Feh. 1944
24 Feb.-1 March 1944

16-17 Feb. 1944

21-22 Feb. 1944

30 March-1 April 1944 :
19 April 1944

29 April-1 May 1944

17 May 194

10 June-27 Aug. 1944

10 June-27 Aug. 1944

1 June-10 Aug. 1944
b-16 June 1944
9-20 June 1944
4 June 1944

4 July 1944
2 July-15 Aug. 1944
0 July-10 Aug. 1944
5-27 July 1944

1
1
1
2
3=
1
2
2
4-5 Aug. 1944

8 Aug. 1942-3 Feb. 1943
17-21 July 1943

European-African-Middle Eastern Area Service Ribbon

NORTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION
(Only one star for participation
in one or more of the following) :

Algeria-Moroceo Landings

Action off ClS'1in.ncd

Tunisian Operatio
SICILIAN OCCL PATION

SALERNO LANDINGS
WEST COAST OF ITALY OPERA-
TIONS—1944 (Only one star for
participation in one or more of
the following) :
Anzio-Nettuno Advaneed Landings
Bombardments of Formia-Anzio
Area
Elba and Pianosa Landings
INVASION OF NORM A\NDY (In-
cluding Bombardment of Cher-

bourg)
INVASION OF SOUTHERN
FRANCE
ESCORT, ANTI-SUBMARINE,

8-11 Nowv. 1942

8 Nowv. 1942

8 Nov. 1942-9 July 1943

9- 15 July 1943 ; 28 July-.
Aug. 1943

9- 21 Sept. 1943

22 Jan.-1 March 1944
12 May-4 June 1944

17 June 1944
6-25 June 1944

15 Aug.-25 Sept. 1944

ARMED GUARD AND SPE-

CIAL, OPERATIONS (One star for participation in each of

the following) :

Russian Convoy Operations
Convoy ON-166
Convoy UC-1
Convoy SC-121
Convoy 11GS-6
Convoy HX-233
Task Group 21.
Task Group 21.
Task Group 21.
Convoy MKS-21
Task Group 21.1
Convoy KMF-2
Task Group 21.
Task Group 21
Task Group 21.
Task Group 21.
Convoy 17GS-36
Conveoy TTGS-37
Convov TTGS-38
Task Group 21.11
Convoy TTGS-40
Task Group 22.3

it
[ ]

;.n.

et ot et
E T

16 Dec. 1941-27 Feb, 1943
20-25 Feh, 1943

22-24 Feh. 1943

3-10 March 1943
12-18 March 1943
16-18 April 1943

20 April-20 June 1943
13 June-6 Aug. 1943
27 June-31 July 1943
13 Aug. 1943

25 Sept. -‘3 Nov, 1943

6 Nov. 1943

11 Nmr -29 Dec. 1943
2 Dec. 1943-2 Jan, 1944
T March-26 April 1944
11-31 March 1944

1 April 1944

11-12 April 1944

20 April 1944

22 Anr1l-29 May 1944
11 May 1944

13 May-19 June 1944

American Area Service Ribbon

ESCORT, ANTI-SUBMARINE,

ARMED GUARD AND SPE-

CIAL OPERATIONS (One’ star for participation in each of

the following):
Convoy 8C-107
Convoy ON-67
Task Group 21.13
Task Group 21.14
Task Group 21.15

3-8 Nov. 1942

21-26 Feb, 1942

12 July-23 Awug. 1943
27 July-10 Sept. 1943
24 March-11 May 1944
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OFFICER'S FITNESS REPORT
NAVPERS-310A (REV. 8-44)

PLEASE TYPE THIS FORM
1f me typewriter Is svallable wes Ink but ba sure all coples are loglbls.

1, NAME (last) (first)

SHIF OR STATION

DATE OF Fsl [GRMENT T0 R REPORT
Dass - OCCASION FO

DETACHMENT OF DETACHMEKT OF REG R
D OFFICER_REPORTED ON REPORTING SENIOR D SEMI-ANNUAL
FITNE!

ATe you physically qualilied

for Sea Duty T
O ves [ ne Rons
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT TOTAL A
NO. OF HOURS
KIND OF DUTY
SHORE | KIND OF DUTY

TR
8. SECTIONS 6 THROUGH 12 TO BE NAME OF REPORTING OFFICER
FILLED IN BY REPORTING OFFICER

1S THIS OFFICER QUALIFIED TO PER- TNDICATE WORE RESPONSIBLE DUTIES FOR WHIGH HE I8 IN TRAINING, (If nons, s state) DATE orEaT

FORM ALL HIS

PRESENT DUTIES? E] ves [ wo
Comment on speclal or outstanding qualifications ss well as any physical defects, which should be econsidered in dstermining the kinds of duty to which he should bé detallsd. Only comments on quall-
fications significant In detailing should be entersd hers. ANY COMMENTS REGARDING FITNESS FOR PROMOTION EHOULD BE ENTERED IN BECTION 13, ONLY.

AFPRAISAL FUK UETAIL PUKFOSES

3

WHAT DUTIES IS HE RECOMMENDED?

ASHORE AFLOAT

7. FOR EACH FACTOR TO INDICATE HOW THE OFFICER CO F.MiRs WITH ALL OTHERS OF THE %um RANK WHOSE PROFESSIONAL
ous'r*:;#ﬁ)-uﬁ lgr'i{\}f QUALITY w‘BL APPROPRLATE. N0 ENTRY WHICH I8 MADE IN " IEDE;E%I{?N WBII"I? TE ngi,llfﬁ:gggnkl?ol?ﬂﬁavﬂﬂlgfgg nﬂﬁ{]}‘f;}f’l‘ﬂw‘lﬂ HANOST BE
REFERRED TO THE OFFICER FOR STATEMENT. ONLY ENTRIES DEBIGNATEIJ IN BBC'.I'IQNH %, %, 11 AND 12 WILL BE 80 CON HOEHMUYE DN

RATING FACTORS Dbserved die

Mot Within Within | Within | Within
om » i ext Tap To,
10% 40%

1. STANDING DECK WATCHES UNDERWAY?
A. SEA DR ACVANMCE BASE DUTY
fSow door Hils oficer sampere: ket 2. ABILITY T0O COMMAND?

3. VELFORMANCE IN PRESENT DUTIES AS DESCRIBED 1N SECTION ), ABOVE?

NOTE: ITEM (A) TO DE

MARKED ONLY FORl OFFICERS
ON SEA 0B ADVANCE BASE 1. REACTIONS DURING EMERGENCIES?

BUTY o1 DURING THE PERIOD

5. PERFORMANCE AT BATTLE STATION OR IN BATTLE DUTIES?

1. ASSUME BESPONSIBILITY WHEN BPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS ARE LACEING?
. [NITIATIYE AMD RESPONSIBILITY |~ Grve Fia PLVIONS W) KED UNTEER T
How well dous thls offeers P Oraakiy 10 AVOTD MISTARES

3. FUOLLOW THROL! DERPY BSTACLES YIKG OU TIES
ASSIGNED OR ABRUMEDT

1. GRASP INSTRUCTIONS AND PLANS GIVEN TO HIM?

2, USE IDEAS AND SUGOGESTIONS OF OTHERS!

Hig%mﬂ IF ANY?! (Nams !Ellb'l
'1. INSPIRE SURORDINATES TO WORK TO THE MAXIMUM OF THEIR CAPACITYT

0. LEADERSHIP 2, EFFECTIVELY DELEGATE RESPONSIBILITY?
How woll doos Supn. onec 3. TRANSMIT ORDERS, mnucmns. AND PLANS?

. UNDERSTANDING AND SKILL
How well does this officer:

5. MAINTAIN DISCIPLINE AMONG THOSE UNDER HIS COMMAND OR DIRECTIONT

1. ABILITY T0O WORE WITH OTHERS?

E. CONDUCT AND WORK HABITS

TEDS 1TH
Hons o this sMcer sompars In: 3. ABILITY TO ADAPT TO CHANGING NEEDS AND CONDITIONS!
3. MILITARY CONDUCT—BEARING, DRESS, COURTESY, ETC.?

INDICATE YOUR ATTITUDE T (Check one)
HAVING THIS OFEl £ UNDE

8 DEFINITELY )
TO HA E SATISFIED PARTI
A WOULD YOU Dnmsa-mrlm [ Tt afacroryy [ 75 HAVE Hnry TO_HA O] paems fne
TH clmx om Hew many are In
R it Il g s g e g i g gun g | 86 B S SRS L)
SOMALLY, WOULD YOU PROMOTE HIM: (Lmsaﬂmr‘mtr CJ%obtoreny [ 1 1 LESS 50 i o
0. COMMENT IN SECTION |12 AND GIVE REFERENCE HERE TO ANY GOMMENDABLE OR ADVERSE n:nn'n HAT HAVE BEEN MADE ON THE OFFIGER DURING THIS PERIOD.

T WY ADVERSE Te AKE REGARDING FFICER'S
* QUALITIES OR PERFORMANCE?

[ res |:| NO  -If yos, exglaln | UNSATISFACTORY. Yos In either tom of Sect
ANY MENTAL OR MORAL WEAKNESS WHICH ADVERSELY AFFECTS A= ves Cwo '™ Setion 12 Samutifutet 4 m,,_"ﬁm"ﬂ"ﬂ and must be

HAS HE
HIS EFF
U NGYY
pace & clear, conclss Imdmoﬂwlmdwmmigrm mlndtu any worthy
“'m“hn%;mﬂb:u:u:rm ability, conduct be referred mr« ml, smmuﬂlmmu nature or lac
mmmugﬂm: pgmmmmn‘w:m-nnu;mmuwunmnmumm- progress” ar meﬂmunummammormauu
no experience st ‘would not be unsatisfactory in mature,

Gheck ons of thew brxes — I CONSIDER THIS REFORT 70 BE [] saisractony  [7] uwsamisracromy

STGNATURE OF OFFIGER REPORTED ON (Appiies only to Sestions | Through &)

——
When completed remove carbon paper, forward Pages 1 and 2, not detached, to BuPers. Retain Page 3 for “Officer's Quolification Record .loclur"'
PAGE 1




New Fithess Report Form Adopted

An improved form for reporting on
the fitness of officers of the Navy, de-
signed to provide a more comprehen-
sive and realistic picture of their
qualifications and performance than in
the past, has been adopted by the
Navy.

The new form, reproduced on the op-
posite page, will provide more useful
information to BuPers in detailing of-
ficers and to selection boards in judg-
ing their qualifications for promotion.

It requires reporting seniors to rate
their junior officers by:

® Comparing them with other officers,

using percentage groups, instead of
measuring them
against the 4.0 ar-

.( bitrary standard of

Two additional cop-

ifes of bracketed sec-

perfection,

® Answering speei-
fic questions about
them instead of
using the previous
very general names
of traits or char-
acteristics, which
things to different

tions of report at
left will provide
separdte records of
officer's experience
and qualifications.

meant different
people.

The new form, NavPers 310A, is
now being distributed to supersede the
old fitness-report forms, NavPers 310
and 311.

In addition to providing a more
clearly delineated description of expe-
rience and performance, it is an im-
provement from the standpoint of ef-
ficient mechanics and has been geared
into other. BuPers procedures devel-

oped during the war in the work of
detailing officers.

Besides a page of instructions, with
a work sheet on the back, the form has
three pages. Page 1 (see opposite
page) is the fitness report itself. This,
as in the past, will be kept on file in
BuPers in the officer’s fitness-report
jacket. Pages 2 and 3 repeat the up-
per part only of Page 1 and are ar-
ranged so as to be filled in as earbon
copies of the original. Page 2, dupli-
cating the first six sections of Page 1,
is to be submitted with the original
and will serve to keep up to date a
separate record in BuPers of the offi-
cer’s previous experience and qualifica-
tions for various types of duty. Page 3,
the same as Page 2 except that it
omits the blanks for “appraisal for de-
tail purposes,” will be placed in the
officer’s qualification-record jacket.
Each officer below the rank of captain
carries such a jacket with him on any
permanent change of duty station as
a guide to his new CO or personnel
officer in assigning him properly (IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN, November 1944,
p. 16).

The revised form represents the
work of many persons over a period
of months, and reflects the comments
and suggestions of more than a hun-
dred oﬁicers of mature judgment to
whom it was submitted for comment.
The new rating factors are the boiled-
down result of more than 200 questions
which were considered.

Alnav No. 222-44 (NDB, 15 Deec.
1944, 44-1379), which announced the

new form, provided also that fitness
reports on officers of the Navy—not
of the Marine Corps or Coast Guard—
are now to be submitted semiannually
for all ranks, instead of semiannually
for ensigns and annually for others.
This inerease in the frequency of re-
ports was considered necessary in view
of the tempo of promotions and the
significant experience which officers
are gaining during the war.

Periods to be covered by the reports
on all officers of the rank of lieutenant,
junior grade, and above will be the
six months ending on the last day of
February and August of each year.
The periods for warrant officers, com-
missioned warrant officers and ensigns
will be, for the time being, the six
months ending on the last day of
June and December.

Quarterly reports will continue to be
submitted on captains and command-
ers who command units afloat, indi-
vidual ships or operating commands.
Periods covered by these reports will
be the three months ending on the
last day of February, May, August
and November.

This arrangement of reporting dates
was designed to stagger paper work
on ships and stations and to avert con-
flict with dates on which material, in-
ventory and other periodie reports are
submitted.

Existing instructions for submission
of reports upon any change of per-
manent duty of the officer or his re-
porting senior remain in effect.

Standard Symbols in Use by

TO make maps, charts and similar pictorial material
mean the same thing to all men who use them, a set

1)

us.

of standard symbols has been adopted for use by United
States forces all over the world. The complete set of sym-
bols is reproduced on the two pages which follow.

% These symbols are intended for use in connection with
photographic interpretation reports, photographs, mosaies,
overlays, overprints, target charts, damage assessments,
beach studies, maps and map substitutes made from aerial
photographs, three-dimensional terrain models, ete.

Standard symbols are used to represent all kinds of in-
formation needed in military operations, such as terrain
features, weapons, emplacements, obstacles, military areas,
hydrography, damage, naval and air bases.

Their adoption as standard practice follows an agree-
ment by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 2 Aug. 1944, and they
were prepared under the direction of CNO (Photographic
Intelligence Center), Navy Department, with the concur-
rence of the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, War Department,
and Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence, War Depart-
ment. The symbols were announced for immediate use in
an OpNav letter dated 14 Dec. 1944 to all ships and sta-
tions, Navy Department bureaus and Commandant, U. S.
Marine Corps (NDB, 15 Dec. 1944, 44-1386).

In order to effect standardization of additional symbols
required from time to time, proposed new symbols may be
forwarded by initiating service agencies to the CNO (att:
Op 16-V-P), Navy Department, Washington 25, D. C., for
concurrence and dissemination.

Official U. S. Navy photograph
IT'S EASY to "read" a three-dimensional model like this,
used here on way to invasion of Saipan. But most maps
have to take such information and put it in some »
recognizable symbol form. To see how, turnto ...
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Retaining wall T

Dt

Bridge:

Indicate width in feet and con-
struction material by ‘‘material index

Bridge, out

"

Unidentified ? O I aetcc, milltinly th Demolition charge seal|’ | sridge. pontoon Pt
Vehicle, animal drawn [ Obstacles, fixed AN L Buitding i)
ANTI AIRCRAFT Vehicle, armared 'Y Obstacles, movable v e 88 gitdina, buried e
Heavy—75 mm and over. Vehicle, motor I Stakes—plot position il i Buliding dug in
e L]
Aut X 1 Battery—No. of guns: iti idi
utomatic—13.2 to 40, mm & romer ook o oists . Road block demolition —2 2=| | Building. revetted |-|
symbol indicates mh f = TR
Machine gun 6.5—7.7 mm 5 C) pi;ces el Road block partial = Building. uoder construction I e ]
Twin mount & Gu- tise: Mumeral foft of ap: Road black total ==} | cable P
propriate symbol indicates size | 75g) ST
Triple mount é in millimeters J Mines AA AR Cable, buried _CABLE_
[ Weapons or emplacement de- N [ TARAT
Dual purpose (" ) stied % Mined area. land G'Efi_a anal A
it
Self-propelled (heavy) i@ Weapon, dummy /6‘-‘. Mined area, water ' ",',ﬁ?“: Cemetery (=]
berd 1
Railway (heavy) Weapon, doubtful ? Mine field gap ﬁ%: clif Wm
; Cliff, rock
Ship . Wire, broad area X XXX bl 4
Church
Tower If material of which obstacle is con- B t
structed can be I:rzlier:ninz:f: add ap- !lras‘t. srmrﬁ-‘l’;e‘nt‘l'lm::ﬂ:?neuﬁ I;::t ‘il: Culvert ;_L
ANTI TANK E;g:;lﬁte material index'" beneath indicated by numerals.
Cut

Heavy—over 75 mm

MATERIAL INDEX

Wire, concertina sinple

Medium—50-75 mm

C-concrete, L-log, M-masonry, W-woad,
S-steal, E-earth

Wire, concertina double

OO i wﬂn?—

L
ST
Dam %
———p

DimiiLnn of flow

Light—Iless than 50 mm Bunker - Wire, single fence M- Drainage ditch Onamauy
OITGH
Self-propelled (heavy) T Casemate or blockhouse ‘ Wire, double fence Raat’ | [ [
COAST DEFENSE Emplacement, unoccupied A Fill relacc
il
Super-heavy—over 230 mm “ Emplacement, covered -k Barracks area | g Fload gate —_
Heavy—over 175 mm EXAMPLE Bivouac area - Ford #’
_ 4-gun, 280 mm heavy coast mm‘ m
Medium—105-175 mm : ﬁ :f;ﬁ::fmhﬂ“m A Eovered h: Command post Hospital
v Lake X
Light—Tless than 105 mm m Fire control center & Command post area L5
itzer— . . ; Lake, dr -
Howitzer—super-heavy over n Fire control radat A Military occupation _ Y an
Howitzer—neary—orer m Fire control visual & New construction wG | s e
Howitzer—medium—120-175 Fox hole—in quantity, outline : Lock, double
mm ﬂ area freehand & annotate £ Park, armored: - >
” - ath or trail TRAIL
r;mtnr-—hom——less than R Observation post A Park, engineer equipment: L
g o - Pipe line, buried =
FIELD ARTILLERY Observation post, artillery FAN Park, motor: rA " wariz
(1] Pipeline, overhead ay
Heavy—over 175 mm . Observation tower Park, ordnance: oRD Pipeline, surface —t
oP
- Pillbox—gun axis shows ap- Outline area, indicate type where pos- Railroad, double track R
Medium=—105-175 mm H prox. direction of fire. Show -_ sible and show numerically the number ELECTRWIED
size of gun if known. of _pieces or_vehicles. Railroad, electrified ety
Light—Iess than 105 mm 0 Sniper post Il Stores, area: |( Y| | Raitroad, narrow gauge P
| A) (B
Selt-propelled (heavy) g o o f.’:{.’, Area of slores to be inclosed In a solid Railroad, single track Codac
Howitzer—h 715 = ring. Ridge line e
II:I ' sk s t-\ Strong paint LS P Ammunition l
. River or stream ?
Howitzer—medjum—120-175 ﬂ Trench, communication AAARA Buried =
mm Road, primary
i‘;;ig;'-'"h‘_"“ iy J:L Trench, w/finng bays AMAA Coal Show numbers of lines in figures, mini-
L - - mum width of 1 line is 8 feet.
MACHLNE GUN (ground defense) Trench, fire nLrLp it (w chostica), 1CE) lRcs, secondary Joi-mag
Show number of lines in figures, mini-
Heavy —_— ‘Weapons, ptt, infantry ™7 Loose m mum width of 1 lane is & feet,
Light — Lumber E = |sand dunes : ;
- ~
Field of fi £ If material of which emplacement Ts 1
ield of fire \ ucted ““w' geie d;f, ;dd “;' 0il or gas ' Schoo i
; riate  ‘‘materi ndex" beneat|
Mortar (annotate size) |:t| :;‘:'m_ . Water @ Spring ?
Ii:'.:.fu'T.bff{:?' =] Anti-tank barrier o Tent area o Stone fence SO
Railway gun oo Jl--f | Anti-tank ditcn anma| |Tent A N e
: Stream, intermittent T
Railway gun or turntabfe ~4@- Anti-tank ditch, covered EEaw Tank, buried
Rocket projector, single Blast wall—line conforms to S . TANK
(annotate size) th Sitige Satioon [ | shape of installation protected. Tank farl H




Deciduous forest

Left flank—from sea

Tank, fuel ® Telephone or telegraph line et m;i:iﬂ'& -;f'-"r: Lo valves C.
Tank, gasometer @ Transformer station :H: Aireraft ‘1‘ T _Low Low waten _
Tank, water ® Weather station Aircraft damaged |' High water datum Al Wow_yaTIR
m:er. unspecified or obstruc- A Rircratt” dummty ’4:‘ foum:‘inns. :: :::IM!S ?
Tower, water ﬁ ANCHORAGES Aircraft revetment |_] Contours, hydrographic (3
Underground entrance >|:::: Ship I *:tir’:c"t'::" revetment under con- 'r""'i Critical line special purposes ——
VEGETATION Ship, emergenty L Aircraft shelter Sq

?;;u ’:::g;ci:;s\;nehtin e Ship, w/complete facilities @ Aitfield, complete facilities @ cinkie E:::r:l o -

BEACHES oF 1 || Airtetd, refueting facilities O gy .

Hedge Location and extent £ .-} :; Landing ground, no facilities + Tun_nlraghy Brown

Brush Gradient % I'S:eﬂi?ittai:: base, complete @ :::::::::m L :::!
Coniferous forest Center olﬁﬁ ?;:lf-'ta-'l: base, refueling @

E
= k=

Seaplane, anchorage, no facilities

BOME PLOT

Grassland Right flank—from sea [ [0 [ seavtane ramo Single bamb certain with crater | 3
Mangrove ROVE BUOYS AND LIGHTS Single bomb certain, no crater 9
Orchard or plantation O] | Buey. bell, ete. i Deoth & Beach Studies Single bomb probable. no crater | O
BEACH MATERIAL :
Palms 7 Buoy, lighted ) - Uie ity h:'l':h‘ certale 1a ‘
[FES - Mud i -.\ vicinity of arrowhead
or si T
Rain forest or fungle Vi1 Buoy, unspecified [+ ! — One or more bombs probable in 5
G - I = \\1‘ vicinity of arrowhead
2 Bty —
Rice field T Llahtship % Sing %‘-\ Area of bursts
AL -
: Light, unspecified o e
Stump land P - x Pebble Fire .acation ES
Crane B—u
Sugar cane :h_-:'_'_-‘ DANGERS Cobble °°°0 DAMAGE ASSESSMENT: For overlays
Swamp forest I'.a‘— 5 Danger, area { it Shingle 3o o 600D COVER ou:; Mithn 4 v
. Superbainl | gis burbimnce | PhISH
Swamp or marsh Rock: awash * v o \\ =
Rock, sunk
Tree + Ty snon_l
Tidal Mats Wreck, awatn ..4%‘.1. Bed rock M : =3 ‘-
amage nel repaiced
Overflowed land Wreek, sunk - Kelp o seaweed “ois i
y iz Drédge e BOTTOM MATERIAL -
Areas containing the above or other : Use same designations as for beach i ) o A 5
vegetation types should be outlined Dry-dock |:|( material.
and annotated with type indicated, - e New buildings ||
Dry-dock, floating — Sand bar above datum e Comstruction | o0 e ol repairs [
S %ﬂ ] Sand bar below datum i i Structural repasrs £
Marine railwa; T
Falls or rapids ‘\'{','_322 " ol \ Sea wall PR Construction | Repair of damaged areas | 2]
W e et submarine = {osstactes, unoerwaTER L
ell D [ i
o Net, torpedo —_ : Least activity | oreparation for rensirs) | EEEEEE
Well derrick A REEFS, BARS AND SHOALS Obstacie, large, fixed n |site cleared or no action) ENEEE
- Tetrahed ramp or hedge
Windmill 6 Edge of coral reef “\\“}‘ hog, fixed A COLOR INDEX
“Tetrahedron, ramp or hedge
Edge of rock reef 2\-I hog, maveable AN DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. For pnotographs
> = i Note. Symbaols are similar to those used
Direction finder \ﬁ\ Sand bar i Stakes, piles Or “1:" unl overlays with differentiation by
In line, show number of tetra- io calor,
B TORAL hedra etc. between precisely [&— & H.E. alone Green
Power station = Coral head—area located points. P Pl
Power transmission line (ob- _—t In multiple rows, o | <E. plus fire ple
struction) Cory (uean—lieiatnd shaw by line i Sl Fire alone Red
Power transmission line (not When used with wire or mines, use
obstruction) i) obiar Y, Sl proper symbols, ~Use material index Doubtful Yellow

REPAIR STUDIES: For photographs

Note: Symhbols; outline for clearance
completed, cross hatch for repairs in
progress, solid for repairs completed.

To structural damage
To superficial damage
To roof disturbance
First aid repairs

New buildings

Condition of area or site
(clearance or no action)

Purple
Green
Yellow
Blue
Red
Black

Ebb 2 N where known. .
Radar vB—v = " m-gm-
Flood e : Ay
Radio navigational aid “; General —— e -
Radio station .‘f’ VESSELS ! :
i : - Merchant I [ v For use in depth determination formulae
Rad smitler '
et '—I_. ‘s‘n:il;so'{ sectign of Jan No. 3in P, I. Wave length
Searchlight & 20 Distance outermost breakers
Naval l -_— from datum line
Searchlight—radar trolled
gh contro ('4" s::“dslandard designations in P. 1. Wave period
Sound locator L WAVE AND SURF CONDITIONS Wave velacity
Tower, control ? Breakers %3’ Wave height—trough to crest Cloud nbscuret!
Tower, light ﬁ Surf line *%.’(\\ ;'.',‘IL'., v crest with bottom Siteki: hicurai
Tower, radio l " Additional symbols and abbreviatiohs Angle of breakers with beach Line of -flight ——
i fnrmhyumranh'.: eesignations should -
Towse. 'siomal ’\- :nu. nsm to those published in H. 0. ‘_:u}l::;:lt: ot along-shore current Nadir point $_




NEW BOOKS IN SHIP'S LIBRARIES

The following books have been pur-
chased recently for distribution to the
service, Not all titles will be supplied
to each unit; rather it is the practice
of BuPers to distribute different titles
to small units operating in the same
area to encourage the exchange of
books. Units may request titles of
special interest from the Bureau.

Since it is expected that paper-
bound Armed Services Editions will
provide the major portion of the
recreational reading for the fleet and
other units beyond continental United
States, cloth-bound books supplied
there will be largely non-fiction.

FACT

CHINA’S WARTIME PoLiTICS, 1937-1944
by Lawrence K. Rosinger. From this
brief account of China’s powerful
political cross currents can be
gained an appreciation of that
country’s problems and her
strengths.

CoMBUSTION oN WHEELS by David L.
Cohn. The days of the Stanley
Steamer, the reign of the Tin Lizzie
and the era of the annual new
model which eame to an end 30 Jan.
1942, when the last Chevrolet left
the assembly line—all this is re-
called in this humorously thought-
ful tale of the automobile age in
America.

ForeicN Poricy BeeINg AT HOME by
James P. Warburg. Stimulating
discussion of relationships between
the United States and other peoples,
the history of our foreign policy,
prospects for peace and how we can
improve those prospects.

GARIBALDI by Nina Brown Baker.
While Italy’s fate and future hang
in the balance, this book tells the
timely story of a great Italian pa-
triot and champion of the op-
pressed,

A GreaT TIME TO BE ALIVE by Harry
Emerson Fosdick. The writer chal-
lenges us to accept these distress-
ing times, not with a mnegative at-
titude of defeatism, but with the
determination to live creatively and
positively.

JAPAN AND THE JAPANESE by the edi-
tors of Fortune magazine. Careful
and thorough job designed to show
i-;:ha.t makes a Japanese the way

e is.

LENINGRAD by Alexander Werth. Re-
turning to Leningrad, the city of
his birth, then under siege by the
Germans, Werth found the people
courageous and determined, expect-
ing and achieving the impossible.

ONE DAY oN BEETLE RocK by Sally
Carrighar. Literally one day on
Beetle Rock in the high Sierras
with the spotlight on the animals
whose home it is. Accurate detail,
keenly observed and told with a
sensitiveness that borders on fan-
tasy.

Our JuNgLE DipLomacy by William F.
Sands and J. M. Lalley. Revealing
and provocative book about U. S.-
Latin American relations of forty
years ago, before the days of the
Good Neighbor policy.
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RECREATION FOR MEN by The National
Recreation Association. Stunts and
tricks and mystery and guessing
games as well as plenty of sug-
gestions for outdoor games and
water sports.

SANK SaME by William B. Mellor Jr.
Story of the modern Minute Men
who drove the Nazi submarine in-
vaders from our shores.

THE SECOND CHANCE: AMERICA AND
THE PEACE edited by John B, Whit-
ton. A group of thoughtful men
consider the problems of building a
lasting peace, pointing out the mis-
takes made after the last war in an
effort to plan more wisely for this
“second chance.”

SxowsHOE CouNTRY by Florence Page
Jacques. A beautifully written and
illustrated account of a winter
spent on the border between Minne-
sota and Canada.

TAKE TuEM Up TENDERLY by Mar-
garet Case Harriman. Double-
edged profiles of theatrical people,
entertainers and movie people.
Witty, amusing, illuminating,.

THAT VANISHING EDEN by Thomas
Barbour. Florida seen by a na-
turalist. An album of discoveries
and personal enthusiasms, ranging
from shell mounds to alligators and
crocodiles. It’s good reading, and
it’s the Florida you haven't read
about in the travel advertisements.

THERE WERE Two ofF Us by Vera
Maynard Osborn. Childhood and
youth of an inseparable brother and
sister in a Michigan town. Whole-
some and nostalgie.

A VaLLey anp Its PeorLE by R. L.
Duffus and Charles Krutch. TVA,
symbol of “cooperative power,” and
America’s most modern experiment,
A picture book accompanied by
strong lyric prose.

FICTION

Buckskin MarsuaL by Will Ermine.
Steve Gant, U. S. marshal, plays it
safe and slow trying to smoke out
the land hungry Ducker and his

League of Drovers until an at-.
tempted train robbery provides him
with his evidence.

Cry WorLr by Marjorie Carleton.
Feverish entertainment, splicing ad-
venture with mystery and romance,
as Sandra picks the wrong hero and
finds herself involved with murder
and madness.

DEAR BaBY by William Saroyan.
Snatches, sketches and fragments
about Saroyan’s favorite people.

GREAT SoN by Edna Ferber, Seattle
and the Klondike in gold rush days
seen partly through flashbacks from
life of the fabulous Melendy family.

GREEN HazARD by Manning Coles.
Further adventures of Tommy
Hambledon of the British Secret
Service. This time, while in pursuit
of a formula for a powerful ex-
plosive, he stages a grand explosion
under the nose of Herr Goebbels—
and escapes.

'L, HATE MYSELF IN THE MORNING
and SUMMER IN DECEMBER by Elliot
Paul. In the first of these Homer
Evans, busy with a corpse on a
transcontinental train, finds life
further complicated by Mormons,
Indians, and a mobster. In the sec-
ond there’s counter-espionage in
Chile and plenty of local color.

JumpPER by Nicholas Kalashnikoff.
From the windswept plains of
Siberia comes the story of a real
horse whose adventures may well
compete with “Smoky” and “Black
Beauty.”

THE 17TH LETTER by Dorothy Disney.
Action plus for Paul Strong and his
wife as they take over the job of a
murdered friend. There's only a
theatre program as a clue to start
them off. War prisoners, sabotage,
and Canadian Mounties.

TroorERS WEST by Forbes Parkhill.
Colorful story of Indians and the
0ld West, with a young Army doc-
tor as the chief character. Lieut,
MacArthur, sent to settle an Indian
dispute, fails to secure a parley and
finds himself and his men over-
powered.

Try AND SToP ME by Bennett Cerf.
Bennett Cerf knows a funny story
when he sees one, and what’s more
he knows how to tell it.

NEW BOOKS IN THE ARMED SERVICES EDITIONS

The 32 new titles published each
month in the Armed Services Editions
are distributed to all ships in commis-
sion and to shore-based activities out-
side the U. S.

These books are special editions of
the best reading from old classics to
the newest best sellers, published only
for the Army and Navy. Their size
and shape make them especially easy
reading. They are to be freely used
and passed from man to man so that
they may be enjoyed by as many as
possible. Send any comments you may
have, or inquiries, to BuPers.

Books currently being shipped are:

0- 1—Shelley, SELECTED POEMS

0- 2—Gibran, THE PROPHET

0- 8—Mulholland, THE ART oF ILLUSION
0- 4—Grayson, THEY PLAYED THE GAME
0- 5—Hudson, TALES OF THE PAMPAS

0- 6—Faulkner, PLowMaAN's FoLLY

0- 7—Gilpatric, MR, GLENCANNON IGNORES
THE WAR
0- 8—Kober, MY DeAr BELLA
0O- 3—S8ilodmak, DONAVAN'S BRAIN
0-10—Nye, WILD HORSE SHORTY
0-11—Goodhue, JOURNEY INTO THE FoG
0-12—Forester, THE AFRICAN QUEEN
0-13=—White, LoOST WORLDS
0-14—Hope, 1 NEVER LEFT HOME
0-15—Gann, ISLAND IN THE SKY
0-16—McNichols, CRAZY WEATHER
0-17—Burnett, NoBopy LivEs FOREVER
0O-18—Runyon, RUNYON A LA CARTE
0-19—Jackson, THE LoST WEEKEND
0-20—Russell, SELECTED SHORT STORIES
0-21—Simenon, ON THE DANGER LINE
0-22—Burroughs, THE RETURN OF TARZAN
0-23—S8turgis, MEN LIKE GobDs
0-24—Hergesheimer, THE THREE BLACK
PeEnnyS
0-25—S8pearman, SELwooDp oF SLEEPY CAT
0-26—Helmericks, WE LIVE IN ALASKA
0-27—Gaither, THE RED CoCcK. CROWS
0-28—James, SELECTED GHOST STORIES
0-29—Willlams, LEavE HEr To HEAVEN
0-30—Kossak, BLESSED ARE THE MEEK
0-31—Wolfe, Looxk HOMEWARD, ANGEL
0-32—Cannon, LOoOK TO THE MOUNTAIN




PONTOONS FE

3-Year-Old War Babies
Have Important Role in
Amphibious Operations

Pontoon gear that ean quickly be
assembled into self-propelled barges,
lighters, piers, floating drydocks or
tugs has played a vital role in nearly
all our amphibious operations.

The Navy’'s present types of pon-
toon gear were designed three years
ago and have proved so successful
that no important changes in basic de-
sign have been required.

The pontoons are manufactured in
two types. The standard section is
rectangular in shape, five feet by
seven and five feet deep. A second
type, seven feet by seven and the
same depth as the other, has one end
curved for use as the prow on barges.
Both types are of welded construction,
capable of withstanding an internal
pressure of 25 pounds per square inch
and an external pressure submerged
to a depth of 28 feet.

Supplies of pontoons are placed
aboard invasion-bound ships and are
assembled en route by the Seabees.
At the scene of operations the pon-
toon assemblies are put over the side
and floated into position. (See Sea-
bees, page 46.)

When used as lighters, barges and
tugs, the pontoons are fitted with
special propulsion units of either the
outboard or inboard type. Such units
can make up to eight knots. They get
supplies ashore equally well on rock-
bound coasts or sandy beaches.

A pontoon assembly which is used
the first day of invasion as a tem-
porary wharf can soon be converted
into a lighter. A few men with
wrenches can do the job,

During the invasion of Kwajalein,
according to Rear Admiral Alva D.
Bernhard, UsN, now an atoll com-
mander, pontoons manned by Seabees
were “lifesavers in getting heavy
equipment, ordnance and material
ashore with dispatch.,” There all ma-
terial unloaded from LSTs traveled
over pontoon causeways, and they
have proved equally useful in other
landings.

One of the most ingenious uses of
pontoons has been as floating dry-
docks for repairing small craft. Many
vessels that otherwise could not have
been repaired without towing them
hundreds or thousands of miles have
been repaired on the spot. To sub-
merge the drydock, a controlled
amount of water is admitted to the
deck pontoons; to raise it, the water
is expelled by compressed air.,

Dfficial U. S. Navy photograph

AT RIGHT: This floating highway of

pontoon sections was used to
unload supplies at Kwajalein.
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UNIFORM SCUTTLEBUTT

Sir: Scuttlebutt is still floating around
about a gray uniform for enlisted men.
Is there anything in the wind?—A.D.G.,
BEM2ec, UBNR.

® As announced in the April 19}4 INTOR-
MATION BULLETIN, p. 68, the plans for a
gray twill working uniform for enlisted
men (below CPO) were deferred in order
to wutilize all available textile-finishing
equipment in the production of olive drab,
which is used by the Navy as special
clothing for personnel serving ashore at
overseas bases and afloat in the amphi-
bious force. That situation remains un-
¢hanged.— D,

DOCTORED PHOTO

Sir: In the August 1944 INFORMATION
BULLETIN, p. 7, is an offleial U. 8. Marine
Corps photograph of a marine falling to
the ground after being hit by a Jap mor-
tar shell,

Strangely enough, the September 1944
Cosmopolitan magazine carries a story on
page 37 entitled “Doctors Are Targets,
Too,” illustrated with a photograph pur-
orted to show a medical corpsman fall-
ng after being hit by a German sharp-
shooter,

To us, the two pictures look alike ex-
cept that the man in the second one has
a red-cross armband and no gun. Are
the medics trying to steal the Marines”
eredit?—R.L.J.,, WT2e¢, USN.
® Your suspicion that the second photo
had been doctored up is well founded.
But don't blame the medics. The “What's
Going On” column on page j of the De-
cember 1944 Cosmopolitan explains the
situation this way: “THE MARINES
HAVE LANDED—right on my editorial
neck! All the way from Brigadier Gen-
eral Robert L, Denig down to a couple of
privates, they arrived in force by tele-
phone and V-Mail to protest our use of
Marine Corporal Angus Robertson’s dra-
matic picture taken in combat on Saipan,
to illustrate Albert Mapisel's article in the
September issue entitled “Doctors Are
Targets, Too,” which described the Nor-
mandy invasion. Yes, Marines, we did
brush out the weapow in the original pho-
tograph, and yes, we did add the arm=
band! Why? Because when Mr, Maisel
arrived from Normandy with the -first
load of wounded evacuated to America by
air, we pulled out an article already in
the issue, gave Mr. Maisel twenty-four
hours to write his story and started
hunting for illustrations. No photograph
of a doetor shot in combat was available
anywhere. We had to dramatize Mr,
Maizel's facts. COpl. Robertson’s picture,
one of the greatest photographs of the
war, could do it, we fell. Our purpose
was sound, to bring fhe war home fo
readers; our methoed was in error, for
combat pictures are documentary and
should never be open to doubt or question.
This is what we told General Denig and
he accepted our explanation.” This note
was signed F. W., initials of the editor of
Cosmopolitan.

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION

Sir: The list for the Presidential Unit
Citation in the November 1944 INFORMA-
TIoN BULLETIN, p. 26, failed to include
the U, 8. Naval Hospital, Pearl Harbor,
7 Dec. 1941, which I believe also re=
ceived this honor.—N.T.S. Comdr., (MC)
USNR. .
® The kibm‘ta! to which you refer has
mt receswed th

n.—ED."

Page 38 .

e Presidential Unit Cita-

HOW TO WEAR RIBBONS

Sir: In the November 1944 issue, un-
der “Manner in Which Ribbons Are
Worn,” p. 84, the INFORMATION BULLETIN
says: ‘“The arrangement by seniority is
from: top down and from inboard out-
board."”

Many officers have worn their_ oldest
sribbons on the bottom row, according to
date qualified (except for ribbons denot-
ing decorations, which precede them, of
course), then added a row or rows above:
the first bar as needed,

If service ribbons are worn as de-
scribed in the article, whenever a new
ribbon is added, all others must be moved.
As regulations require that the ribbons
be sewed on the blue service uniform, it
is a tailoring job to add a mew ribbon.

Please publish the reference to the reg-

ulation which establishes the manner in
which ribbons are worn, as deseribed in
the INFORMATION BULLETIN. — W.H.W,,
Capt., (MC) vsN (Ret).
* The manner in_which ribbons are to be
worn was provided for by BuPers Cire.
Ltr. 107-42 (NDB, cum. ed., j2-343), and
issued as an addition to Art. 15-2(d) of
Uniform Regs.—ID.

PROMOTION OF RESERVES

Smm: If the date of rank of an ensign,
A-V(N), UsNr, were 1 July 1943, he
would have been eligible for promotion to
lieutenant (jg) by the 1 Oct. 1944 Alnav,
Howevér, had this same officer's designa-
tion been changed any time prior to 1
October, would he have been eligible for
promotion—since in the transition from
A-V(N) to A-V(8) he would have been
placed in an inactive duty status for one
day? The block promotion Alnavs read
“whose continuous active duty in their
respecttlve rank began within the period
o e LT 3 I

Can wyou refer me to any provision
which expressly waives this one day’s in-
active duty status for promotional pur-
poses of reserve officers?™—M.J.P., CY,
USNR.

e Prior to Alnav 1-}5 (see page 78) there
was no directive which expressly waived,
ior promotion purposes, the one day’s
realk in continuous active duty of reserve
officers transferred from A-V(N). How-
ever, in all cases of such officers, who
would otherwise have been eligible under
previous promotional directives, BuPers
recommended to the Secretary of Navy.
upon their request, that the promotion be
effected by individual letters of appoint-
ment.—IED.

ARMY VS. NAVY SHIPS

Sir: Recently we heard that the Army
has more ships than the Navy. Is this
correct?—J. C., Fle,
® No. The Army has a “navy” of some
15,000 non-combatant units; the Navy, as
of 30 Dec. 1944, had in commission 61,055
vessels of all types. For details on the
Army’s -navy, see October 1944 INFORMA-
TIoN BULLETIN, p. 28.—ED.

WAVES IN WASHINGTON

SIrR: Would you please publish how
many Waves are now in the service? It-
would also be interesting to know to
what extent women have replaced men in
the Navy Department in Washington,
D, C.—L.M.R., Cox., USNR.
®* The Women’s Reserve enrollment, as of
30 Nov, 1944, was 82,761, Approvimately
50% of the total uniformed personnel on
duty in the Navy Department in Wash-
ingion, D. C., are Waves.—ED.

NAVAL VESSELS LOST

SikR: The December 1944 INFORMATION
BuLLeTiN, p. 23, listed the U. S. nawval
vessels lost during this war. Several of
the ships listed were manned partly or
completely by Coast Guard personnel. How
come this was not indicated?—W. J. D.,
Y2e, Uscer.
® Since the Coast Guard operates as part
of the Navy in wartime, the phrase “U. 8.
naval vessels” was properly used to cover
those manned bycferannnez of both ser-
yices. Who manned which was merely one
of many details necessarily omitted to
keep the reports brief—ED.

“MAN OVERBOARD!”

Sm: About 10 months ago, when our
tanker was docked in India with a deck
cargo of P-40s, we had aboard an Army
second lleutenant as security officer. One
night when I was getting ready to hit the
sack, I heard somebody yell, "Man over-

board!" t ran to the poop ie]ck and saw
several men on a Liberty ship anchored
nearby pointing a flashlight into the
water. I saw a man splashing in_ the
water, and I threw him a life-ring. Then
1 jumped in. I landed about thiree feet
from him, got hold of his head and
helped him get hold of the life-ring. We
then hit out for shore. It was the second
looey, who had fallen over the stern when
he lost his balance while sitting on the
railing.

Some of the men tell me I may be
eligible for the Navy life-saving award.
Can you tell me what to do to get it?—

LA.C., Slec.
® To be considered for the award, you
would have to be recommended by your
immediate superior officer, who may for-
ward recommendations to the Secretary
of Navy, via official channels, or to the
delegated authority wnder whom the ves-
sel was operating at the time of the
rescue. Recommendations should contain
complete details and, if practicable, the
testimony of at least one witness, A pro-
posed citation should also accompany the
recommendation. For details see SecNav
Itr., dated ¥ March 1944, to all ships -and
%é‘atiam (NDB, 15 March 194}, $4-266).—

D,

YEOMAN RATING

Sir: Recently the rating of storekeeper
was_ broken down into three classes. This
would naturally reduce the qualifications
previously required for the former store-
keeper rating, and give men with talents
for the specialized fields more of an op-
portunity to qualify for the higher rat-
ings. would lHke to suggest that the
rating of yeoman be broken down into:
1} stenographical (shorthand) yeoman;
2) general detail yeoman. Has a change
of this kind ever been considered, or is it
now being considered by BuPers? —
C.C.K, Y2c.

—

® The suggestion yvou make has been con-

sidered by BuPers on several occasions,
but disapproved. No change, either in the
shortha qualification  or the yeoman
mgmp BsDtructure. is contemplated at pres-
ent.—ED.

WARSHIP DISASTERS

Sir: Has the Navy Department desig-
nated a ribbon or other insignia for na-
val personnel who are survivors of war-
ship disasters, such as is worn by mem-
bers of the merchant marine?—E.J.R.,
SK2c, USNR.
® No.—ED.

BILL IN CONGRESS

8m: In the July 1944 INFORMATION
BULLETIN, p. 25, an item said a bill had
been presented to Congress to provide for
the presentation of medals to members of
the Antarctic Expedition of 1939-'41. Was
the bill approved 7—R.J.M., CBM, uUsN.

® The bill to which yow refer (8-1910)
was passed by the Senate on 14 Dee.
1944, and was then sent to the House
consideration, As mno action was taken
there on this bill before the adjournment
of the 718th COongress, it died a natural
death. To be reconsidered it would have
to be resubmitted to the mew 79th Con-
gress.—ED.

INVENTIONS

Smr: I have worked out a machine
which will fry eggs sunnysideup, soft boil
eggs and fry potatoes to perfection. This
machine could operate on a chow line
and give the crew uniformly cooked, hot-
off=sthe-grill eggs, as well as cook other
foods, which would help the chow lines
run through faster.

Is there any procedure which a man in
the Bervice should follow in ealling an
invention to the attention of the Navy
Depdrtment?—H.C.R., SCic.

" @ The rights of, and regulations covering,

officers and men in the naval service, as
well as civilian employees of the naval
establishment, who have inventions which
they wish to submit to the Navy are
found in General Order 81, issued 13 May
1935 (INFORMATION BULLETIN, August
1944, p.-70).

Details relative to inventions may be
addressed to the Secretary of the Navy
fatt :—Office of Inventions), wvia offieial
channels, The 00's endorsement should
include a report as te the circumstances
under which the invention was conceived.



TUGBOATS

SIR: An article entitled “‘A’' Fleet:
Our Roving Advance Bases” in the No-
vember 1944 INFORMATION BULLETIN, D. 6,
contains this statement: “The AFT (fleet
tug) is the most powerful in the world.”

Having served aboard one of these
3,000-horsepower tugs, I know their grace,
speed and power, and 1 always regarde
them as the most powerful tugs in the
world=—until informed otherwise.

The Dutch claim that distinction for
the Zwarte Zee, 4,200 h. p. Closely fol-
lowing are the British tugs Growler,
Bustler, Hesperia and Samsonia of 4,000
h. p. The British also have the Marauder,
Bandit and Buceaneer of 3,000 h. p.

Who is right in his claims?—J.S.B., Lt.
(jg), vsnR.

® Enthusiasm for the valuable services of
our own tugs was perhaps responsible for
our unintentionally overlooking those of
our British and Dutch allies.

Your information iszparﬂy correct. The
Netherlands’ Zwarte Zee (},200 h. p.) is
the world’s most powerful tug. The Brit-
ish tugs of the Bustler class are, how-
ever, listed at 3,200 h. p., and, in addition
to those you have mentioned, include the
Award and Mediator. British 3,000 h. p.
tugs (known as the Brigand class) in-
clude, in addition to those you listed, the
Brigand, Freebooter and Nimble.—ED,

DRESS BLUE JUMPER

Sir: Is the regulation dress blue Navy

jumper which is now authorized for en-
listed men the same design as the one
which was worn before the war? If not,
when was the design changed, and may
old ones still in good condition be worn?
—L.E.F,, RDM2c,
e Prior to 81 Mar, 194 the dress blue
jumper was manufactured with a draw-
string through the hem in the bottom.
This string was eliminated by a change
in [niform Regs., Art §-30, contained in
BuPers Circ. Litr. 97-44 (NDBE, 31 March
1944, 44-383) which requires that the
jumper hang straight so that it will fully
cover the top of the trousers, However,
until such time as the draw-string tupe
jumpers now in possession are worn out
and the supply is exhausted, they may be
worn.—ID.

MAILMAN RATING

Sir: As I enlisted in the regular Navy,
I was not eligible for the Sp(M) rating.
However, since 1941 I have had two
vyears of Navy mail work. While on duty
at the FPO in New York City, I struck
for and received a Y3c rating. Later I
was assigned to duty with the %eet, where
I advanced to Y2c,

Even though our ship has no comple-
ment for the new MaM general-service
rating, for which I would.now be eligible,
I am wondering if it would be possible
for me to change to this rate ?—M.R.McF.,
Yic, usn.
® No changes or advancements to MaM
ratings are being authorized by BuPers
except as provided for in BuPFers Cire,
Ltr. 263-44 (NDB, 15 Sept. 1944 4i-
1069 ), in accordance with which special-
ists M and other rated J)ersonﬂ,sl may be
changed to MaM aboard those ships and
stations having vacancies in complement
for this rating.—ED.

FLATTOP INSIGNIA

Sir: So far the Navy has authorized
insignia for enlisted personnel in mine-
craft, Seabee units, torpedo boats squad-
rons and the amphibious forces. Is an
ingignia contemplated for personnel serv-
ing aboard aircraft carriers? I believe a
great number of flattop men would ap-
preciate an appropriate insignia being is-
sued.—F.H.0., CY, USNR.
® No such insignia is now contemplated.
However, personnel of any rating other
than aviation branch
attached to and
serving in the air
department of car-
riers for a period of
not less than three
months are required
by BuPers Circ. Lir.
28-43 ( NDB, cum.
ed. 43-525) to wear
the distinguishing
mark illustrated at
the right. Men in the
seaman branch wear
this aviation general

utility specialty
mark midway between the elbow and
wrist of the left sleeve, and all others
wear it on the right sleeve.—ED.

Limited space makes it impossible
to print more than a small proportion
of the letters received each month.
Only those of widest interest, for
which the answers' are not readily
available at ships and stations, can be
selected. If your letter does not ap-

pear, it is suggested that you check
back through recent issues of the IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN, since many.
letters must be eliminated because
they have been answered by previous
material in the Letters column or elsa-
wherﬂ—

24-HOUR CLOCK

SIR: We have had considerable dis-
cussion over the contention that the use
of the 12-hour clock, with a. m, and p. m.,
is “lubberly.” Those of us who have been
attached to operations in aviation units
used the 24-hour clock exclusively. Our
attention, however, has been drawn to the
fact that Navy Regs in various places
uses a. m. and p. m. We would like an
opinion from you on the subject and any
information as to whether and when the
24-hour clock was officially adopted by
the Navy.—W.E.S.,, Lt. Comdr., USNE.

e Article 1082 of Navy Regs, which was
put into effect on 15 July 1921, says in
paragraph (3): “The use of the 2j-hour
day, with the time expressed as a four-
figure group, the first two figures denot-
ing the hour and the second two figures
denoting the minutes, is authorized for
the naval service in correspondence as
well as dispatches, using the civil day
commencing at wmidnight, expressed as
0000.” References to a. m. and p. M. in
Navy Regs are removed as individual ar-
ticles are changed.—ED,

PURCHASE OF PUBLICATIONS

Sir: Is it permissible for an enlisted
man to purchase a personal copy of these
official publications: Navy Regs, Nawval
Courts and Boards, and BuPers Manual?
—D.C.R., CY(T), usN,
® Navy Regs costs $1.50 and Naval
Courts and Boards $i.10 from the Su-
perintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. O. The
BuPers Manual is not offered for sale.
While it is known a binder for Navy
Regs can be purchased for $§2.75 from
Remington Rand, Inc., 1615 L 8t., NW.,
Washington 25, D. C. and a binder for
Naval Courts and Boards is available for
$2.00 from the Sieber Loose-Leaf Co., 212
South 7th Blvd.,, St. Louis, Mo., it is pos-
sible that ofher firms may be able to
supply similar binders on order.—ED.

TRANSPORTATION FOR WIFE

Sir: In your December 1944 issue, p.
38, was a letter from a CPhM who was
married during the 30-day delay allowed
for him to report to his new permanent
duty station after returning from over-
seas. You said that he was eligible for
reimbursement for his wife's transporta-
tion, not to exceed what the cost would
have been from his last permanent duty
f_taticm to his new permanent duty sta-
1on,

I would like to know, then, if T am

eligible for transportation at Government
expense for my wife, whom I married in
Dmaha, Neb., while on a 15-day leave
from my permanent duty station in
Miami, ¥Florida, where I returned at the
end of the leave?—J. B., Sp(X)2c.
o Had you been married while on leave
between permanent duty stations, you
would be eligible for transportation at
Government erpense for gour wife on the
same basis as was the CPhM. However,
since you had no permanent change of
duty orders, you are mnot_eligible under
Art, 2505 (1) of Navy Travel Instruc-
tions, which provide that petlty officers
second class or above are eligible for
transportation for their dependents and
household effects on a permanent
change of station.

If you should receive orders for a per-
manent change of station you would then
be eligible for transportation for wyour
wife up to an amount equal to the cost
of tramsportation froin your present sia-
tion o the new one~ED,

OFF-DUTY CIVILIAN JOBS

Sir: I understand the Army has onh
certain occasions permitted servicemen to
work in essential ecivilian war industries
to help ease the critical manpower short-
age. What is the Navy's policy 7—B.E.S,,
CY, USNR,
® I'n accordance with BuPers Manual, Arts.
D-10204 (1) and H-1707, it has been the
policy of BuPers to grant permission for
naval personnel to accept civilian em=
ployment in times of public emergency,
providing their employnient in no way -
terferes with the regular hiring of local
civilians, and where such employment will
not interfere with the performance of na-
val duties. The emergency, however, must
be of such a nature as to require immnie=
diate remedying, and the employment of
such personnel must be at no cost to the
Government.

Personnel are not permitted to engage
in such civilian employment without first
obtaining official approval. Reguests for
permission to accept civilian employment
not of an emergency nature, but consid-
ered as wmeritorious, must be forwarded
through channels for o decision by Bu-
Pers.—ED.

RECRUIT PROMOTION

Sir: Is there any regulation which says
that a man is automatically a S2c after
four months in the Navy?—G.N. AS,
USNR.
® No. However, Recruit Rating Directive
No. § (Pers-67-Bt Pi17-2/MM), dated 13
May 1944, provides that upon completion
of recruit training advancements from
pay grade 7 shall be made from AS to
82e, F2c or Buglc, and from StMic to
StM2e~—ED.

SEA OR FOREIGN DUTY

Sir: How can a CSp(T) get duty
aboard a ship or at an overseas base?—
B.J.M., CSp(T), USNR.
® To be assigned to duty ajfloat or at an
overseas base, it would be necessary for
a COSp(T) to be changed to a general
service rating., A letter dated 9 April
1943 from the Chief of Naval Persomnel
directs commandants and COs of training
stations and COs and officers-in-charge of
training schools to effect changes to gen-
eral service ratings of equal pay grade
of physically and professionally qualified
men in Sp(T) ratings.—ED.

DEATH GRATUITY

Sir: I understand that the Navy con-
tinues a man’s pay for six months after
his death, if the death eecurred in line
of duty and not due to his own miscon-
duct. If the man had neither wife, .child
nor dependent relative, could the death
gratuity be paid to a designated mnon=-
dependent relative 7—J.A.O'M., Slec, USN.

® The Act of 22 May 1928 (as amended),
which authorizes the payment of the siz
months death gratwity, provides that if
there is mo widow or child, payment shall
be made to any other dependent relative
previously designated by the deceased. If
there is mo widow, child or previousiy
designated dependent relative, it may be
gm’d to any grandchild, parent, sister,
rother or grandparent shown to have
been dependent on the deceased prior to
his death, For the purpose of pajsnent
the determination of dependency is vested
in the Secretary of Navy, or his desig=-
nated subordinate, and that determind=-
tion is conclusive.—ED.

NO ARMED GUARD INSIGNIA

Sir: I've heard that an insignia, sim-
jlar to the one worn by the Amphibs,
has been authorized for Armed Guards-
men. Can you give me any information?
—T.J.8., Cox., USNR.
® The “AG” block-letter insignia, which
was_ originally authorized to be worn as
a distinguishing mark bg Armed Guard
personnel, was canceled by BuPers Circ.
Ltr. 53-43 (NDB, cum. ed., 1943, }3-843).
No other insignia for the AG has since
been authorized.—ED.

ADVERTISEMENT

Sir: By the time the copies of the IN-
FORMATION BULLETIN which we receive
each month get passed around the ship,
they are just about worn out. Occasion-
ally they seem to get side-tracked some
place along the line, too, and we don’t al-
ways see the magazine. Is there any way
a man can obtain a personal copy each
month—R. FCle, UBNE.
® See page T0.—ED.
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STEPPING UP THE PACE

ITH the invasion of Luzon, the Navy’s air

strikes at the Asiatic mainland, and the B-29
raids on Japan herself from Saipan, the war in
the Pacific has taken a new turn. We are step-
ping up the pace. As a result, the fruits of more
than three years of fighting are now ripening.

These, however, are only first fruits. We know
that final victory will require even more of us
than the fighting to date.

As we renew our own efforts, the Home Front
is putting on more steam too. Production quotas
are being raised, steps are being taken to insure
more war-job workers, civilian-goods output is be-
ing curtailed anew, and rationing is increasing
again to guarantee that the needs of war will be
met.

The year 1944 has brought success and added
momentum to our advancing forces. But the
Pacific is an ocean of fantastic distances. The
road to Tokyo is rough and long. While we are
stepping up the pace, the enemy has just begun
to defend his Home Empire.

QUOTES OF THE MONTH

‘e Brig. Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe, Usa, in answer to a
German surrender ultimatum at Bastogne: “NUTS!”
® Fleet Admiral King: ‘“‘Our enemies are harassed on all
fronts; we are taking advantage of every opportunity to
destroy their war making ‘machinery’ and their will to take
freedom from the world. Nor do we now have to wait for
opportunities to present themselves—we are ‘arranging’
opportunities.”
o (den, Masaharu Homma, former Japanese commander in
Chief of the Philippines: “It is to be assumed that the
Japanese Grand Fleet will now abandon its passiveness
and will deal the enemy . . . the same blows that have been
dealt Eisenhower’s forces in Europe.”
® Fleet Admiral Nimitz: “I foresee an unhappy 1945 for
the Japanese.”
® UU.S. Marine, asked to pose with the souvenirs he brought
back after 30 months overseas: “The only souvenir I
?ﬁ’n}:lght back . . . is the seat of my pants. I eould hold
at.
® President Roosevelt: “As the United Nations enter upon
a truly total offense against their enemies, it is vital that
total offense should not slacken because of any less than
total utilization of our manpower on the home front.”
® General of the Army H. H. Arnold: “We may safely
say that Germany today does not possess the air power
necessary to sustain a decisive offensive.”
® Prime Minister Churehill: “. . , nothing should induce us
to abandon the principle of unconditional surrender and
enter into any form of negotiations with Germany or
Japan, in whatever guise such suggestions may present
themselves, until the act of unconditional surrender has
been formally accepted.”
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18.
19.

20.
21,
22,

U. 8. ships, B-29s, Liberators hit Iwo Jima (23 Dec.).
Americans take Palompon in Leyte landing (24 Dec.).
Jap battleship, eruiser damaged and 3 destroyers sunk
attempting to hit U, 8. positions on Mindoro (26 Dec,).
U. S. troops relieved at Bastogne (27 Dec.); Allies
halt Nazi offensive in Belgium and go over to offensive
(28 Dec.) ; Germans withdraw (20 Jan.).

U. 8. carrier planes attack Formosa and Okinawa
Jima, destroying or damaging 331 Jap planes, 95
ships (2-3 Jan.).

35 Jap ships sunk or damaged by U. S. planes in
Subic Bay and Lingayen Gulf (2-3 Jan.).

U. 8. troops take Marinduque Island (4 Jan.).
British-Indian troops, in amphibious operations along
Burma coast, land on Akyab Island (4 Jan.), at Mye-
bon (12 Jan.) and on Ramree Island (20 Jan.).
British carrier planes hit Sumatra refineries (4 Jan.).
U. 8. Fleet units shell Chichi and Haha Jima (5 Jan.).

. U. 8. ships shell Paramushiru in Kurils (5 Jan.).

U. 8. troops under naval and air cover land from 800
ships at four points in Lingayen Gulf area of Luzon
(8 Jan.); take Tarlae, 58 m. from Manila (20 Jan.).

. B-29s bomb Tokyo (8 Jan.).

. B-29s attack Singapore naval base (10 Jan.).

. Russians occupy 75% of Budapest (10 Jan.).

. od Fleet planes attack Jap convoys and installations in

Indo-China area, sinking or damaging 69 ships, 162
planes (11 Jan.),

. Red Army starts huge offensive (13 Jan.); captures

Warsaw (17 Jan,); drives across Silesian frontier to
within 195 miles of Berlin (20 Jan.).

British enter Wetlet in Burma (13 Jan.).

3d Fleet planes attack Formosa and China coast cities
of Swatow, Amoy, Hong Kong (13-15 Jan.).

Truce ends 42-day Greek civil war (15 Jan.).

B-29s hit Formosa (16 Jan.).

Nazi troops drive within 14 miles of Strasbourg (19
Jan.) ; French troops counterattack (20 Jan.).
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Luzon Invaded as 3d Fleet
Planes Bomb China Coast;
Reds Open Winter Drive

The War

These were the headlines last month:

Americans Land on Luzon, Drive
Toward Manila. . . 3d Fleet Planes
Hit China Coast. . . Nazis Halted and
Pushed Back in Belgium. . .. Red
Army Launches Huge Offensive, Takes
Warsaw, Invades Germany. ... B-29s
Increase Tempo of Raids on Japan....
Allied Subs Take Big Toll of Jap
Shipping.

Pouring ashore from 800 ships at
four points in Luzon’s Lingayen Gulf
area, on 8 January, an American force,
estimated in press reports at up to
100,000 men, cut off most of the Jap-
held areas in the Philippines from
the enemy homeland and moved swift-
Iy toward Manila, 107 miles from the
beachheads. Supported by terrific be-
fore-during-and-after sea and air cov-
erage, the landings were made with
light casualties. By 20 January Gen-
eral MacArthur had sent his motor-
ized spearheads to within 58 miles of
the Philippine ecapital.

As the amphibs struck at Luzon, in
the biggest operation of that kind so
far in the war against Japan, Pacific
Fleet carrier forees dealt slashing

blows at enemy ships, planes and in-
stallations along a huge arc extending
from the Ryukyu Islands southwest
through Formosa and down the China
coast from north of Hong Kong to
Indochina. (For details of these co-
ordinated offensives, see p. 2.)

Prior to the Luzon landings Gen-
eral MacArthur announced that the
Leyte-Samar campaign had been com-
pleted at a cost to the Japs of 113,221
men and 2,748 planes. Our personnel
casualties were 11,217, including 2,623
killed.

LAST MARCH

As U. S,

carrier
aircraft and naval
guns softened Jap
bases in the Cen-

tral Pacific, and
planes from the
) Aleutians hit the
Kurils, our forces in the Southwest
Pacific pressed on toward the Philip-

pines by landing on Manus Island in
the Admiralties.

SUN  MON TUE  WED TRU  FRI SAT

Far to the northeast our surface
forces, together with Army and Navy
planes, battered Jap positions on Iwo
Jima in the Voleano Islands and on
Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in the
Bonins. And, at opposite ends of the
long Pacific front, U.S. naval units
shelled Paramushiru in the Kurils as
British carrier planes smashed oil re-
fineries on Sumatra.

U.S. and British submarines operat-
ing in the Pacific came in for their
share of the kill last month with U.S.
subs sginking their first aireraft car-
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by 3d Fleet carrier planes. Vessel at upper le

Official U. S. Navy photograph

JAP SHIPS trying to reinforce Leyte in Philippines are shown under attack

takes bomb hit as another,

center, goes down. At lower right a Jap DD lays smoke screen.

rier and 50 other ships, including 10
combatant vessels, and the British
undersea craft sinking 84 enemy sup-
ply ships.

B-29 Superfortresses, flying from
bases in the Marianas, China and In-
dia, struck erippling blows at Japan’s
crumbling empire with concentrated
attacks on the Mitsubishi aireraft
plant at Nagoya in Japan, the naval
base at Singapore and military and
. industrial targets at Tokyo, Omura,
and the Kobe-Osaka area in Japan, at
Formosa and at Nanking in China.

In the China-Burma-India theater
the  picture was also good. The first
series of movable air bases began
operating in China. British troops in
Burma took Kabo, 75 miles from Man-
dalay, on 1 January, and then began
clearing the Ledo-Burma supply route.
By the middle of the month the first
motor convoy slated for China in two
and a half years arrived at Myitkyina,
Burma, from India. At the end of the
month only one obstacle, at Wanting,
was blocking the supply route.

Along the west coast of Burma In-
dian and British troops made three
landings that threatened Rangoon.
Not a shot was fired when the am-
phibious forces captured Akyab Island,
important port on the Burma coast.
Other forces went ashore eight days
later, on 12 January, 32 miles south
of Akyab, landing behind retreating
Japanese troops. On 20 January
British troops, jumping another 50
miles, invaded Ramree Island below
Akyab.

The Japs, guarding against possible
Allied landings on the Asiatic coast,
landed troops in northeastern Fukien
province.

In Europe, meanwhile, Allied forces
resumed their big squeeze on Ger-

many from the east and west as Rus-
sian troops, starting a huge five-army
offensive, captured Warsaw and drove
across the Silesian border to within
195 miles of Berlin, and U.S., French,
Canadian and British troops shrank
the Nazi salient in Belgium and
pushed the enemy back toward his
Siegfried Line defenses.

On the western front the Nazis had
started an offensive in the middle of
December which carried them 51 miles
into Belgium and across the Luxem-
bourg border before they were halted
by the Allies. Stubborn resistance of
Allied troops all along the front was
typified at Bastogne, where the com-
mander of encircled U. S. troops re-
jected a German surrender ultimatum
with an emphatic “Nuts.”

Units at Bastogne held out against
overwhelming forces until they were
rescued on 27 December by U.S. 3d
Army troops. The next day no Ger-
man gains were reported in the sa-
lient, and the Allies went over to the
offensive in bitter cold and snow alter-
nating with sudden thaws. As the sky
cleared, U.S. planes went to the aid
of the ground troops, flying as many
as 13,000 sorties with 6,000 planes in
a single day.

From the north and south Allied
armor pinched the Belgium bulge. The
northern forces, comprising the U.S.
1st and 9th Armies and units from
other Allied armies, were under Field
Marshall Sir Bernard L. Montgomery,
who took over the northern forces
from Lt. Gen. Omar Bradley after the
initial German attack had breached
the communications of the 12th Army
Group (U.S. 1st, 3d wnd 9th Armies).
Gen. Bradley continued in command of
the southern forces.

By 20 January the Allies had re-
taken most of the salient and were
forcing a new entrance to the Reich
from the Netherlands. However, the
Germans were not retreating in other
sectors. With the occupation of Statt-
matten, Dalhunden and Dengolsheim,
they had created a solid front along
the Rhine from Lauterburg to Gam-
sheim. By 20 January they were with-
in 14 miles of Strashourg, capital of
Alsace.

The War Department announced
American losses in the Belgium sa-
lient from 15 December to 7 January

were not quite 40,000, including 18,000
missing, most of which were believed
to have been taken prisoner. German

losses were put at 90,000,

Allied air forces in Europe wound
up the biggest year in the history of
aerial warfare by sending more than
2,000 American heavy bombers and
fighters to blast oil refineries, railroad
yards, bridges and U-boat yards
throughout Germany. When the Luft-
waffe rose to intercept them, 78 Ger-
man planes were shot down. Round*
the-clock bombing continued all month.

On the Eastern front the Russian
Bear came out of semi-hibernation on
13 January with more fury than the
world has ever seen and hurled five
armies against the Germans in a drive
that by 20 January had brought about
the fall of the Polish cities of War-
saw, Lodz, Cracow and Tarnow.

Hammering 31 miles into East Prus-
sia, the Russians, with powerful air
support, also were forcing the encir-
clement of the Junker stronghold.
Other Soviet columns swept 25 miles
along the highway from Warsaw, cap-
tured the East Prussian industrial city
of Tilsit and advanced to within 195
miles of Berlin.

All in all, Red armies were slashing
ahead on a 650-mile front from Kast
Prussia to Czechoslovakia. The Mos-
cow radio reported: “Catastrophe has
fallen on the German armies in Po-
land. The entire eastern front has
collapsed. Only immediate surrender
can help the Germans now.” Mean-
while more of Budapest was cleared of
German troops.

At 0100 on 15 January a truce was

83,841, Total since T Dec. 1941:

CASUALTY FIGURES

Casualty figures among naval personnel through 20 January totaled

Dead Wounded Missing* Prisoners* Total

U. 8 Navy........ 21,192 10,991 8,469 2,536 43,188
U. 8. Marine Corps 10,219 26,726 902 1,942 39,7388
U. 8. Coast Guard . 672 194 29 Vs 865
Total ..ovvuves 31,983 37,910 9,470 4,478 82,841

* A number of personnel now carried in the missing status undoubtedly are
prisoners of war not yet officially reported as such.

I Diaasair s, R




signed between Leftists and British-
Greek Government troops, putting an
end to the 42-day civil war in Greece.
The truce was arranged to allow re-
sistance representatives and the Greek
Government to meet and work out
their fundamental differences. Earlier,

Prime Minister Churchill had traveled
to Athens to help settle differences,
and Archbishop Damiskinos was ap-
pointed regent pending a decision by
the Greeks on whether they wanted
e Sinking a 9,000-
ton enemy seaplane
NAVY tender and two
armed escort ves-
NEWS sels would be a
for a whole air-
craft squadron. Lt.
(jg) William B. Sumpter, USN, did it
all by himself. Flying a Catalina pa-
trol bomber at masthead-height, he
bombs during a recent night attack on
enemy shipping in the southern Philip-
pines.
e The Navy last month revealed to
the public additional details on the
is not a landing ship at all but a com-
bination transport, landing-craft fer-
ry and repair ship. The LSD, used
rimarily to ecarry non-oceangoing
anding craft to landing areas, is over
and is armed with 40-mm. and 20-mm.
AA guns. The ships are not designed
to be beached and, unlike the bulk of
the landing craft family, are given
names of their own instead of nu-
having accomodations for its own
crew, the LSD has quarters for its
“cargo personnel.” It is equipped with
cranes for loading smaller craft for
transport and repair and has within
shop. Plans for the ship were de-
veloped by a naval architecture firm
in cooperation with BuShips and
based on preliminary plans made by
the British.

their king to return.

good night’s work
bagged his three prizes with four
landing ship, dock—which in reality
457 feet long, has a beam of T2 feet
merical designations. In addition to
its hull a machine and woodworking
® In keeping with the Navy custom

. of assigning names of places in the

U. 8. to many categories of naval ves-
sels, 310 transports and cargo vessels
—APs, APAs, AKs and AKAs—now
bear the names of counties. Since a
ship is named for all counties of that
name in the various states, 629 coun-
ties are represented. The uss Clay
and vUss Union top the list of name-
sakes, each representing counties in 18
states,

® Twenty-two thousand servicemen
crammed Furlong Stadium, Hawaii,
on 7 January for the “Poi Bowl” foot-
ball game and saw the Navy All
Stars defeat an Army Air Force
team, 14 to 0, for ihe championship
of the Pacific Ocean Areas.

® NATS sky fighters have jumped
another 1,000 miles westward and are
now flying daily trips to Leyte in the
Philippine Islands. One R4D a day
flies the long ocean hop from Manus
in the Admiralties, via Peleliu, to
Leyte. In 30 minutes the plane is
ready for the return flight, Addition
of the 1,000-mile trip brings the total
route mileage of NATS Pacific Wing

1944 PRODUCTION

i
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Navy Enters

Fourth War Year

With Fleet of 61,045 Vessels

The Navy started the new year
with 61,045 vessels, including more
than 54,000 landing craft, and 37,000
aireraft of all types. This was re-
vealed recently by a Navy Depart-
ment report on 1944 production.

Of 30,070 aireraft produced for
and accepted by the Navy last year,
the report disclosed, 26,401 were of
tactical combat types—10,000 more
fighting planes than in 1943. Ord-
nance production last year, measured
in cost figures, totaled $2,800,000,-
000; 1943 production was $1,800,-
000,000.

From 1 Jan. 1942 through 1944,
the report showed, $66,682,000,000

was paid out by the Navy for mate-
rials of war, including the expense
of training and outfitting personnel.
Of the three-year total, $26,657,000,-
000 went for ship construction, re-
pair and maintenance; $11,500,000,-
000 for aircraft procurement and
maintenance and $6,000,000,000 for
ordnance.

In the shipbuilding figures used in
the report (and in the pictographs
above and below) 1941, 1942 and
1943 figures represent ship comple-
tions, the 1944 figures ship commis-
sionings; 1944 figures are actual for
1 January through 30 November,
estimates for December,
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to 31,000, with at least 30 planes in
the air at all times.

e The 150th anniversary of Navy Sup-
ply will be observed on 23 February,
marking the day in 1795 when the
office of the Purveyor of Public Sup-
plies was created. With the establish-
ment of the U, S, Navy, ships had been
authorized to carry a purser of mili-
tary rank, but supply duties ashore
were handled by civilians. The appoint-
ment of the Purveyor of Public Sup-
plies was the beginning of the Navy’s
supply and procurement system ashore.
His first duty was to outfit ships to
sail against the Barbary pirates.

Later supply was handled by the
Secretary of the Navy, later by a
Board of Commissioners and still later
by the Bureau of Provisions and Cloth-
ing. In July 1892, after the office of
Paymaster General of the Navy had
already been created, the Bureau of
Supplies and Accounts came into being.
Since then, BuS&A has continued to
grow, with new responsibilities being
added such as messing aboard ship,
until it has reached its present status,
charged with procurement, storage
and movement of supplies for the
Navy. (See INFORMATION BULLETIN,
January 1945, p. 12.)

® Progressively closer price and profit
controls by the Navy over war ma-
terials have resulted in an increase of
over 25% in the purchasing power of
the dollars appropriated to the Navy
by Congress as compared with the
purchasing power in January 1942, In
money value, the Navy is paying one
million dollars less per destroyer than
it did in 1942 and one type of land-
ing craft has been reduced from $21,-
000 to $17,000. The record of steadily
declining prices for the bulk of Navy
war items is largely attributed to the
fact that the initial cost of much
new production at the beginning of
the war was mecessarily high.

work of serviee ships which supply the
needs of the Fleet in the forward
areas of the Pacific, has been com-
mended by Admiral William F. Hal-
sey Jr.,, UsN, Commander 3d Fleet,
who sent this message to Commodore
Worrall R. Carter, USN, its comman-
der: “A rousing well done to you and
all your hard working gang . .. Beans,
bullets, black oil, bulk stores and even
bulkheads have been promptly forth-

® Service Squadren 10, a giant net- coming upon each request .. .”
Japanese Losses Inflicted by U. S. Submarines
Navy Department communiques and press releases through 20 Jan. 1945
reported the following losses inflicted on Japanese shipping by U. S. sub-
marines:
COMBATANT SHIPS
Sunk Probably Sunk Damaged Totals
Battleships 0 0 1 1
Aireraft Carriers 1 2 2 b
Cruisers 14 2 6 22
Destroyers 45 5 6 b6
Submarines 0 0 0 0
Tenders 3 1 1 B
Others 40 1 0 41
Totals 103 11 16 130
NON-COMBATANT SHIPS
Fleet Tankers 94 1 18 113
Transports 136 5 8 149
Cargo & Supply 587 17 71 675
Miscellaneous a8 3 6 47
Totals 855 26 103 984
Total Ships 958 37 119 1,114
of all Types
The above announcements cover the sinking of more than 3,500,000 tons of
Japanese shipping by U. S. submarines. '
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Official U. S. Navy photograph
ABOARD AN LST a Navy doctor and two hospital corpsmen are shown
with a Filipino mother and her new-born baby, delivered in the ship's sick bay
during the voyage back to base after participating in invasion of Mindoro.

® Twelve air groups and squadrons
which helped rout the Jap battleship
task force off Samar in the Philip-
pines on 24 Oct. 1944 (INFORMATION
BULLETIN, January, 1945, p. 2) have
returned to the U. 8. for rest and re-
grouping. They are:

Air Group 13—which shot down 8714
Jap planes and sank or damaged 148,-
500 tons of enemy combatant ships
and 275,500 tons of merchant shipping -
while participating in 11 major strikes
from July through October 1944.

Air Group 14—Sank or damaged
202 Jap ships and shot down 158
planes from May through October.

Air Group 15—Destroyed 660 Jap
planes and 251,500 tons of enemy ship-
ping in seven months of Pacific com-
bat.

Air Group 19—Destroyed 167 Jap
planes in the air and sank 12 warships
and 68 merchant ships in five months
of action.

Air Group 21—Helped sink three
enemy carriers and two cruisers and
helped damage one battleship and two
cruisers off Luzon on 24 October to
complete four months of Pacific duty.

Air Group 35—Participated in every
major amphibious operation in the
Pacific during the last 13 months;
destroyed or damaged 93 planes and
91 ships.

Air Group 37—Took part in 10 am-
phibious attacks in 13 months in the
Pacific.

Air Group 60—Climaxed 13 months
in the Pacific by scoring six torpedo
hits on battleships and heavy cruisers
and four direet and two probable bomb
hits on cruisers and destroyers while
helping to turn back the enemy off
Samar.




Composite Squadron 3—Averaged
68 combat sorties and 215 combat
hours per man while taking part in
Saipan, Tinian, Guam, Palau and
Leyte operations.

Composite Squadron 4—Completed
seven months in the Pacific by damag-
ing two enemy battleships and two
heavy eruisers.

Composite  Squadron 10— Dive-
bombed and strafed Jap warships for
two and a half hours, while protecting
CVEs off Samar.

Composite Squadron 65—One of its
pilots spotted the Jap task force off
Samar and radioed to his carrier, USS
Saint Lo, the news which readied the
CVE force for the forthcoming battle,
in which this squadron then contri-
buted materially to our victory.
® Anti-blackout suits, designed as a
sort of armor against the force of
gravity, are now being worn by naval
fighter pilots. While a pilot makes a
pass at the enemy, there may be a
pressure of three or four times his
weight pulling the blood away from
" his brain for 20 or 30 seconds. In
coming out of a dive the pressure may
last for only a few seconds, but the
pull may be eight or nine times the
force of gravity. Under these circum-
stances his brain becomes foggy and
his sight blurred; he is a “sitting
duck” for enemy pilots. The only
answer to this phenomonen—called
“blacking out”—has been perfect
physical condition and careful flying.
The new anti-blackout suits, developed
by BuAer and BuMed, prevent black-
out and greatly inecrease the pilot’s
ability to maintain clear vision during
combat maneuvers.

e The Fighting Lady, an hour-long
technicolor motion picture produced by
Twentieth Century-Fox from film shot
by Navy photographers and from cam-
eras installed in the wings of Navy
planes, is now being shown to men of
the Fleet and to theater audiences.
Called by Viece Admiral C. H. Me-
Morris, USN, chief of staff to Fleet Ad-
miral Nimitz, “the finest motion pic-
ture concerning the war yet made,”
The Fighting Lady depicts the history
of an aircraft carrier from her shake-

Official U. S. Navy photograph

NO WORK to do, fortunately, fire-
fighter on a U. S. carrier chews a
finger of his asbestos gloves as he
watches flight-deck operations.

T

Official U. S. Coast Guard photograph

ABOARD TRANSPORT two Coast Guardsmen salvage bunks ripped from
their moorings in quarters flooded when mountainous seas poured into the
ship during North Atlantic storm as she carried troops to Europe.

down eruise through her part in the
Marianas action. Most of the ship-
board scenes were filmed aboard the
uss Yorktown and Ticonderoga, and
two-fifths of the action pictures were
taken from wing cameras of Hellcats,
Avengers and Helldivers during actual
attacﬁs on the enemy. Profits from
the film will go to the Navy Relief
Society. Twentieth Century-Fox has
given 100 16-mm. prints and 25 35-
mm. prints in technicolor te the Navy
for units afloat and overseas.
e Four in the air and two in the sea
iz the one-day Jap-killing score of Ens.
Clarence A. Borley, USNR, Yakima,
Wash,, pilot of a Navy Hellcat. He
shot down four Jap fighter planes in
a recent sweep over southern Formosa
before his own plane was hit by enemy
antiaircraft fire. Seconds after crash-
landing into the sea he was bobbing
around in a lifejacket. Two Japs saw
him fall and immediately came out in
a sailing dinghy to make him prisoner.
Ensign Borley had other plans. When
the Japs were within 50 yards, he
opened fire with a .38-calibre revolver
and killed the bowman. Three more
shots finished the other Jap. Friendly
lanes dropped a raft to Ensign Bor-
ey, who was now in the middle of a
minefield. Five days later he was
picked up by a U. S. ship.
® Purchases of War Bonds by Navy
uniformed and civilian personnel
amounting to $120,701,910 brought
the 1944 total to $576,201,731, an in-
crease of 93% over 1943. Two record-
breaking performances contributed to
112% increase of December 1944 over
December 1943 : the Pearl Harbor Day
sale of $62,568,845, and the $42,023,194
total of bonds purchased through al-
lotments by uniformed personnel of

the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast
Guard. Navy yards and naval air sta-
tions led the bond program in De-
cember, with 93.6% of the civilian per-
sonnel of the yards investing 11.2%
of their gross payroll in bonds, and
94.6 of NAS personnel investing 11%.
e The firepower of the U.S. Fleet is
five times what it was on 1 July 1940,
the Navy announced last month. In-
cluding auxiliaries and Coast Guard
vessels, all U.S. naval vessels together
can fire 2,000 tons of shells in a 15-
second firing run. Behind the increase
in firepower lie radical changes in ar-
mament over fighting ships of the first
and present World Wars. In the bat-
tleship class, the new Uss Jowa packs
a walf‘op 929% greater than that of the
uss Texas, commissioned in 1914. In
the heavy eruiser division, the USS
Baltimore, commissioned in 1943, has
123% more firepower than Pensacola-
type ships commissioned in 1930. The
light eruiser Denver, of 1942 vintage,
could outshoot the uss Omaha before

Precision Instrument

In a recent statement on the ver-
satility of Navy aircraft, Rear Ad-
miral D. C. Ramsey, usN, Chief of
BuAer, cited the work of the 4th
Marine Air Wing in using Corsair
fighter planes as divebombers to
knock out Jap gun positions and
blockhouses. A pilot just back
from this work, Admiral Ramsey
reported, remarked that he would
like to have a try at some of the
German targets: “And if they
asked me to bomb a factory,” the
marine said, “my first question
would be—what department?”
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The Seabees celebrated their third
birthday 28 December with a record
of having participated in every
major U. S. amphibious operation of
the war.

Growing from an original force of
3,300 to one' of more than 234,000,
they have fought shoulder to shoulder
with the Army and Marines from
Guadaleanal to the European and
Philippine invagions. They have been
on the heels of'‘every U.S. invasion
foree, building advance bases to keep
pace with the needs of our fleet.

Authorization for BuDocks to re-

for military service came on 28 Dec,
1941. Skilled  workmen from 60
trades answered the call. The first
battalions were trained hurriedly,
sketchily equipped with a combina-
tion of Army, Navy and Marine gear
and rushed to the South Pacific to
build bases desperately needed to
hold the Japs at the Solomons line.
In the two and a half years that fol-
lowed, Seabees have become an in-
tegral part of any invasion force.
Instead of being all-purpose bat-
talions, they now have units and de-
tachments specializing in such things
as the handling and operations of
pontoons, base maintenance automo-
tive repair, fog generation, building
petroleum facilities and stevedoring.
Operations entrusted to Seabees in
a typical Marine assault include
operation of pontoon causeways and
barges and the unloading of ammu-
nition, food, artillery, tanks, trucks,
bulldozers and other uipment.
Once ashore, they defend their own
positions with infantry weapons.
Putting airfields in shape in the
midst of the fighting is an old story
with the Seabees. Many a Seabee
bulldozer operator has answered Jap
sniper fire with his own carbine. On
Saipan the Seabees put Isley field in
operation by D-plus-seven despite
bombs, mortar fire and snipers. On
Guam their construction of airstrips
was carried on so near the front

Official U. S. Navy photographs
Seabees shovel snow at northern outpost.

cruit and train construction workers

Seabees Celebrai:e 3rd Birthday

r

- Seabees blast coral for tropic airfield.

lines that bulldozer operators found
Jap tanks challenging their positions.
It was from bases which Seabees

and their Ciyil Enginieer Corps of-

ficers helped to build that much of

the strength was concentrated for -

our assault on the Philippines. Com-
bat supplies were issued from Sea-
bee-built warehouses; naval aircraft
were fueled from Seabee-constructed
fuel dumps; aircraft flew from Sea-
bee-built airfields.

Large-scale use of pontoon cause-
ways was perfected by the Seabees
in the European theater. Seabees
rode trains of pontoons to the shore
and anchored them as bridges be-
tween supply ships and the beaches.
Then, while the enemy shelled these
exposed lines of supply, the Seabees
landed equipment and munitions.
(See page 37.)

During the invasion of Normandy
pontoons were used as floating cause-
ways within artificial harbors, where
men and supplies were unloaded at
all stages of the tides. At one beach,
it was estimated, 75% of all supplies
unloaded during the first few weeks
came ashore over Seabee pontoons.

The artificial harbors, called Mul-
berries (INFORMATION BULLETIN, De-
cember 1944, p. 10), were manned by
Seabees and Civil Engineer Corps
officers from the time they were as-
sembled in England until they were
put in place and operating off the
beaches of Normandy., While sup-
ghes flowed into the beaches, other

eabees helped bring the ports of
Cherbourg and LeHavre back into
operation,

More recent Seabee handiwork has
been the readying of airfields on
Saipan, where giant B-29s now take
off for the Japanese homeland.

Secretary of the Navy James For-
restal, in tribute to the Seabees on
their third anniversary, said: “. .. I
extend my congratulations te an
organization which chose for its
motto the words, ‘Can Do,” and then
proceeded, by courage, skill and hard
work, to live up to it.”
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her modernization by 110%. Sumner-
class destroyers can lay down a bar-
rage 216% greater than the old four-
stacker class built in 1918,

e Admiral Harry E. Yarnell, usy
(Ret), returned to inactive duty for
the third time on 26 Dec. 1944. He had
been recalled to active duty for the
second time in June
1943 and since
August 1943 had
been on special du-
ty in CNO. Dur-
ing his long naval
career Admiral
Yarnell had been
the first CO of the §
vUss Saratoga, chief [
of the Bureau of §
Engineering and |
lenflmfa?hde; in et
Chief o e Asia- . 1y

Hé Tleek: Ho was Admiral Yarnell
first transferred to the retired list on
1 Nov. 1939, was recalled to active
duty in the office of the Secretary of
the Navy on 1 Nov. 1941 and released
from active duty a second time on 15
Jan. 1943.

® An inventory of $6,500,000,000 worth
of Navy supplies completed 31 Deec.
1944 will provide a complete account-
ing of field stocks and will facilitate
more efficient utilization of storage
space and save time in filling requisi-
tions. The inventory, involving two
million items, was completed in six
months, On the basis of the inven-
tory, stock records in all activities will
be kept up to date in a newly pro-
mulgated standard form.

® Planes of the Transport Air Group
flew nearly 100,000 pounds of rations
to marines on Peleliu Island in 48 fly-
ing hours and evacuated scores of
wounded men while bitter fighting still
raged around the airstrip. Respond-
ing to an emergency dispatch, 14
Douglas Skytrains, each carrying
5,100 pounds of rations, and two Com-
mandos, each loaded with 7,200 pounds
of food, flew within fighter-plane
range of the Japanese. A serious food
shortage was averted, and wounded
who could not be cared for adequately
on Peleliu were taken to rear-line hos-
pitals. The planes were borrowed from
regularly scheduled transport trips.

® Seven Navy material redistribution
centers are now in operation in the
U. 8., and 11 others are being estab-
lished, to provide facilities for the or-
derly disposal of salvaged excess and
residual materials, The Navy Mate-
rial Redistribution and Disposal Ad-
ministration, located in New York City,
is responsible for the Navy’s redistribu-
tion program and will operate the cen-
ters, which are located at Buffalo,
N. Y.; Chicago, Ill.; Eddystone, Pa.;
Edgewater, N. J.; Irvington, Calif.;
Point Pleasant, W. Va., and Alameda,
Calif. Similar centers are planned at
Corpus Christi, Tex.; Jacksonville,
Fla.; Lawrence, Mass.; Jeffersonville,
Ind.; Torrance, Calif.; Steubenville,
Ohio; Newburgh, N. Y.; Trenton,
N. J.; Lonsdale, R, 1., and Bellingham,
Wash.




SHIPS & STATIONS

® The uss Camel (IX) was busily dis-
charging gasoline one dark nigit in
the Marianas, when the crew started
counting noses and found there were
quite a few extra noses aboard. The
captain was called and told that the
forward deck of the Camel was
swarming with Japanese., All hands
went to work with tommy guns
and lesser weapons and cleaned the
decks of the enemy. A few Jap sur-
vivors leaped overboard and were
quickly pursued by the captain and
a boatload of crew members. One pris-
oner was taken to fill the vessel’s
empty brig. The Camel is a special
purpose unit of the Service Force, Pa-
cific Fleet, not intended for combat
duty. Her designation as IX means
she is one of a group of miscellaneous
craft which for reasons of age, con-
struction or funection do not fall into
the more familiar classes of vessels.

e In recent ceremonies at NAS, Pen-
sacola, the Kneib twins—Vernon and
William—were designated naval avia-
tors and commissioned ensigns in the
Naval Reserve and will go on to op-
erational training together. Previously
the identical twins were graduated to-
gether from high school and junior
college and went through the naval
aviation training program together.
They even had their tonsils removed
at the same time. Their ambition is
to fly twin-engine Navy bombers.

® The Uss Cebu has been away from
the states for a long time—no one
realized just how long until one day
last month. The call had gone around
the ship for all men who wished to
make additional allotments to report

ikt

‘crew member lassoed the fawn.

to the disbhursing office. That day the
allotment business was brisk and the
paymaster’s ‘crew worked unusually
hard. Just when they were about to
close up shop a sailor poked his head
in the office and said: “Please tell me
my wife’s first name. I've forgotten.”
® The Coast Guard cutter Chaparral
sighted a doe and her fawn marooned
on an ice pack in a river near the
locks at Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. On
seeing the ship they leaped into the
water, the doe reaching shore but her
youngster swimming directly into the
path of the cutter. A quick-thinlfll‘r}ilg

e
following report was sent by the cut-
ter’'s CO: “Sighted deer, saved same.”

® A bronze plaque honoring the late
Capt. Kenneth Whiting, UsSN, naval
aviator No. 16, was unveiled last
month by his daughter Moira Whiting,
Sp(Y)3e, in ceremonies at the NAAS,
Whiting Field, Fla. The field was
named in his honor., Capt. Whiting
was CO of the first aeronautical unit
to reach Europe in World War I. He
helped convert the USs Jupiter into the
Uss Langley, first U.S. aircraft car-
rier, and is credited with the develop-
ment and perfection of the arresting
gear used aboard ecarriers. At the
time of his death in April 1943 he was
CO of NAS, Floyd Bennett Field, N. Y.
® Iive hundred dollars was collected
within a few hours among uniformed
and civilian personnel at the Navy’s
Hydrographic Office, Suitland, Md., to
provide for the family of a sailor
whose four-year-old son died in a fire
that destroyed a four-unit apartment
house near the H.O. last month. More
than 250 enlisted personnel from the
H.O. fought the blaze which resulted
in the death of the child of Seaman
First Class and Mrs. Milton A. Bar-
ham. Barham is stationed somewhere
in the Pacific.

Official U. 5. Navy photograph

OIL SMOKE boils up from the tanker USS Mississinewa, set afire by enemy
action in the Central Pacific. A small Navy float plane helped boats from
nearby vessels rescue 80 per cent of her crew by taxiing up to spreading
rim of flames from the oil-coated waters and throwing a line to survivors.

Official U, S. Navy photograph
DOCTOR of Laws was added to the
titles held by Fleet Admiral Nimitz,
CincPac and CincPOA, when that
honorary degree from Fordham Uni-
versity was presented to him recently
by the Most Reverend James J.
Sweeney, right, Roman Catholic
Bishop of Honolulu.

e Approximately 32,700,000 pounds of
mail—equivalent to 70 letters for
every man, woman and child in the
U.S.—were handled at the NATS ter-
minal at NAS, Honolulu, last year.
The Hawaiian terminal funnels more
airmail from the mainland to the war
fronts than normally passes thrqugh
New York, Chicago or San Francisco.

HOME FRONT

® President Roosevelt in his annual
“state of the Union” message last
month urged the new Congress to en-
act a national service act. He cited a
joint Army-Navy letter urging such
action as essential to achieving full
production. The President also asked:
immediate legislation to make use of
the services of four million 4-Fs; an
amendment to the Selective Service
Act to provide for the induction of
nurses; universal military training
after the war; preparation for revi-
sion of the tax program when the war
ends.

The President’s requests came at a
time when industry was calling for
300,000 workers immediately and the
armed forces for 900,000 men by 30
June. On the heels of the message,
Selective Service asked for a reex-
amination of 364,000 deferred farm
workers and announced that men up
to 38 who leave jobs for which they
were deferred without draft board
consent will be inducted. Lower phys-
ical requirements were also estab-
lished. In other tightening-up moves,
virtually all meat was placed on the
ration list, race tracks were c'vsed
and cancellation was ‘“requested” of
conventions and trade shows involving
more than 50 persons.

In his budget message to the House
of Representatives a few days after
the “state of the Union” message the
President set expenditures for the
1946 fiscal year at 83 billion dollars,
almost 17 bhillion less than the 1945
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budget. Of the requested sum, 70
billion—in comparison to 89 billion <in
the last budget—would be earmarked
for war purposes. The President esti-
mated the overall cost of the war from
1941 through the 1946 fiscal year at
450 hillion dollars. i o

‘® Lffective last month all persons of
Japanese ancestry. who -have ‘been
proven loyal to the U.8. were. per-
mitted to return to their former:homes
in the coastal aress of- California,
Oregon and Washington, Resétfléement
of the 119,000 people: involved) " who
‘have been held in inland camps since
shortly after Pearl Harbor, will be
gradual.

® Merchant shipyards in the U.S. last
year built 1,677 ships with an aggre-
gate of 16,348,446 deadweight tons,
the U.S. Maritime Commission an-
nounced. Of the ships delivered 580
went to the Army and Navy for mili-
tary use. Although 219 fewer ships

were delivered in 1944 than in the
record year 1943, 1944 was considered
a better shipbuilding year because of
the increased number of military-type
vessels produced. (For report of naval
production, see page 43.)

® Ann Curtis, 18, San Francisco,
holder of eight National AAU swim-
ming titles and 18 swimming records,
last month became the first woman
to receive the James E. Sullivan Me-
morial Trophy, awarded annually for
the past 14 years to the outstanding
amateur athlete.

e Adolf Hitler was cut down to his
own size recently when two welders
melted down a captured life-size

bronze bust of der Fuehrer before
25,000 Brooklyn shipyard workers at
a War Bond rally. The metal will be
used in the construction of a U.S. ship.

® Work has been completed to double
the floodlighting system on the Statue
of Liberty in preparation for the day

Foursome exercises voices at Service Women's Lounge in Philadelphia station.

Canteen-Lounges Provided In Railroad Stations

Canteens, lounges and information
booths now are provided for traveling
service personnel in more than 25 sta-
tions on the Pennsylvania Railroad.

Most elaborate of these are three
canteen-lounges in Philadelphia’s
Broad Street Station, where service
personnel can bunk overnight for a
charge of 25 cents. For male enlisted

ersonnel the Broad Street Canteen

as dormitories with 180 beds, plus
washrooms and showers. The Service
Women's Lounge there, for both offi-
cers and enlisted women, provides 41
beds and, in addition to showers, faeili-
ties for washing and pressing clothes.
For male officers there are 34 beds
in the Officers’ Club, which also has a
dining room. All three canteen-
lounges have lunch bars, comfortable
chairs, writing desks, books and maga-
zines, and other accomodations for rest
or recreation.

During an average month 37,000
service men and women patronize the

Page 48

three lounge-canteens and 4,500 use
the dormitories.

There also are lounge - canteens,
without overnight dormitories, in the
Pennsylvania Railroad’s other two sta-
tions in Philadelphia, 30th Street and
North Philadelphia, and similar ac-
comodations in stations owned by the
Pennsylvania or shared with other
lines in Newark, Trenton and Eliza-
beth, N. J.: Harrisburg, York and
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Wilmington, Del.;
Baltimore, Md.; Columbus, Cincinnati,
Dayton, Dennison, Lima and Crestline,
Ohio; Terre Haute, Indianapolis, Fort
Wayne, Anderson and Richmond, Ind.;
Detroit and Grand Rapids, Mich., and
New York, Chicago, St. Louis and
Washington.

These canteens, lounges and other
facilities are supervised or staffed by
representatives of the USO, the Trav-
elers Aid Society, the Women’s Aid of
the Pennsylvania Railroad (consisting
of employees’ families) and by paid
employees of the railroad.

Germany or Japan surrenders. The
new lighting is equivalent to 2,500
times full moonlight.

® One out of every 20 persons in the
U.S. works for one of the more than
155,000 separate governmental bodies
functioning in the U.S., the Bureau of
Census reported last month. An ear-
lier accounting listed the number of
civilian employees of the goverpment
as 6,503,000, Of this number 3,335,000
were employed by the Federal Govern-
ment and 35,168,000 worked for state
and local bodies.

® Three hundred thousand babies, or
one out of every 10 born last year,
were cared for by the Department of
Labor’s Emergency Maternity and In-
fant Care program. Wives of service-
men in the first four pay grades and
aviation cadets are provided with free
medical, nursing and hospital care
during pregnancy, childbirth and for
six weeks after childbirth under the
program. Care is also provided for
i‘.};_e infant during the first year of its
ife:

® The Army’s new cargo carrying
plane, C-97, last month flew from
Seattle to Washington, D. C. in the
record time of six hours, three min-
utes and 50 seconds. The test was made
at an altitude of 30,000 feet at an
average speed of 383 miles per hour.
Thirteen persons were aboard during
the hop and a lead of five tons in
addition to fuel was carried. The C-97
employs the same wing and power
plants as the B-29, but is taller and
longer and carries mo armament. It
was originally designed to service
B-29s with fuel and supplies. Best
previous transcontinental record for
planes of similar size was made by
the Constellation in six hours and 57
minutes. The previous official trans-
continental record was held by a P-51
fighter plane which made the trip in
six hours and 31 minutes.

e It happened last month: France
became a member of the United Na-
tions. ... New York’s first professional
woman window-washer reported for
work on Manhattan's skyserapers. . . .
A machine to make colored cigaret
wrappers fo match woman’s evening
dresses was listed by the U.S. Patent
Office. . . . Twelve dead rats were used
to purchase as many movie tickets by
youths in Leonardtown, Md., in that
city’s anti-rat campaign. . . . No mer-
chant ship missed convoy during the
holiday season. . . . The WPB in a
move to smash the black market on
tin, announced that sales of any jew-
elry or similar products containing tin
would be virtually prohibited after 1
March. . . . It was announced that 34
vards of diaper cloth per infant was

manufactured in 1944, . . . A gift of -

more than $16,000, representing wages
earned Christmas Day by employees
of a Georgia shipyard, was presented
to the United Seamen’s Service.

® Approximately 175 billion strike-
anywhere matches and 125 billion book
matches will be available for civilian
use in 1945, The armed forces will
receive the entire output—170 billion
—of strike-on-box matches and 35%
of the book matches.




THE WAR AT SEA

OFFICIAL REPORTS: 21 DECEMBER THROUGH 20 JANUARY

U. §. Navy Communiques -
In Full And Pertinent
Excerpts From Others

All Dates Local Time at Scene of Action Unless Otherwise indicated

21 DECEMBER

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 210

Air strip installations on Iwo Jima, in
the Volcanoes, were bombed by Liberators
of the Strategic Air Force, Pacific Ocean
Areas, on 19 December, On the same date
Avenger torpedo planes of the 2d Marine
Alreraft Wing bombed Yap in the west-
ern Carolines,

Storage areas on Babelthuap, in thet
Palaus, were bombed and strafed by fight-
ers of the 2d Marine Airceraft Wing on
19 December. A number of boats were
destroyed by Marine fighters attacking
the Sonsorol Islands, southwest of the
Palaus on the same date.

Fighters of the 4th Marine Alircraft
Wing strafed targets on Rota in the
Marianas on 19 December. 4th Marine
Aircraft Wing fighters continued neutral-
izing attacks on enemy-held bases in the
Marshalls on the same date,

ADvANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Mindoro: One of our heavy reconnais-
sance units damaged a 6,000-ton freighter-
transport off the northwest coast, leaving
the vessel in flames. ., . . ndanao :
Medium bombers and patrol planes at-
tacking off Davao destroyed four coastal
vessels and flve barges and damaged a
1,000-ton freighter.

22 DECEMBER

Navy Departinent Communigue No. 561

1. The ves Ward, a destroyer transport,
and the vss Mahan, a destroyer, were
recently lost off Leyte, Philippine Islands,
having been hard hit by enemy aerial
torpedoes and later sunk by our own
forces.

2., This action was reported in South-
west Pacific Area communique 975.

3. There was no loss of life of person-
nel on the vss Ward.

4. The next of kin of the casualties
sustained on the vss Mahan have been
informed.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Moluceas: Air and naval pilots attacking
small shipping bivouacs and supply
dumpse on Halmahera destroyed nine
barges, " gome carrying ammunition and
supplies, . . . Lesser Sundas: Our me-
dium reconnaissance units discovered a
southbound enemy troop convoy of two
freighters escorted by a destroyver in the
Banda Sea. Masthead bombing and straf-
ing attacks resulted in the destruction of
one 2,000-ton freighter and strafing hits
on a second.

23 DECEMBER

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE =—
Visayas: Light naval units at night sank
a small freighter loaded with supplies in
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See 21 December & 19 January.

the Visayan Sea and shelled shore in-
stallations at Masbate. . . . Borneo:
Patrol planes off the north coast de-
stroyed two small freighters and dam-
aged four more, . . Lesser Sundas:
Patrol planes sank a lugger in the Sulu
Islands. ,

LonpoN, Admiralty communique —
Strong forces of enemy KE-boats which
attempted to operate on an Allied con-
voy route off the mouth of the Schelde
during the night ef 22 December were
routed by His Majesty's ships and light
coastal forces. Preliminary reports indi-
cate that at least two E-boats were sunk,
two probably sunk and flve badly dam-

aged.
24 DECEMBER

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Mindanao: Heavy and medium bombers
attacked airdrome installations and ship-
ping at Zamboanga and Davao. Thirteen
small freighters were destroyed or dam-
aged and hits were seen on the jetty and
in bivouaec, supply and dispersal areas,
followed by fires.

RoME, naval communigue — A report
from the south of France covering naval
operations during the past 11 days states
that effective gunfire support continues

be given to the right flank of the
Army in the neighborhood of the Franco-
Italian frontier. Successful bombardments
have been carried out against enemy bat-
teries and troop concentrations as well as
upon motor transport, a railway station
and bridges. The 1. 8. destroyers Hughes,
Niblack and Woolsey were all in action
tuiether with the French cruiser Jeanne
d’Are and the French destroyer L’Aleyon.
The French patrol vessel Cimeterre sank
a human torpedo off Villefranche while
another one was parked upon the beach

nearby.,

CHUNGKING, fjth U. 8. AAF commu-
niqgue—A P-51 attacked shipping at Hong
Kong on 23 December, damaging a
fre!ghte_r and destroying two enemy
planes in air combat. Fighters destroyed
a_Japanese destroyer in drydock at Hong
Kong on 21 December.

Moscow, communigque—The air arm of
the Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank a Ger-
man supply ship of 6,000 tons in the
southeastern part of the Baltic Sea.

25 DECEMBER
U. §. Pacific Fleet Communique No, 213
Ships of the United States Pacific Fleet

U. 5. WARSHIPS in the Volea-

BOMBARD

ber. The attack was
IWO JIMA

a joint operation
with bombers and
fighters of the Stra-
tegic, Air Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, and
bombers of the 21st Bomber Command
and Fleet Air Wing 1.

Coastal defenses were shelled by our
surface wunits, which encountered some
enemy gunfire but suffered no damage.
CQur ships sank an enemy destroyver es-
cort, a patrol craft and a medium-sized
landing shifo.

Forces of Liberator bombers and Light-
ning fighters bombed and strafed airstrip
installations and shore defenses. Our air-
craft destroyed one -enemy plane on the
ground and damaged six others, Two
enemy flghters attacked our planes and
meager antiaireraft fire was encountered.
All our planes returned safely.

Bombers of the Strategic Xlr Foree on
the same day bombed airstrip facilities
on_Chichi Jima in the Bonins.

Fighters of the 2d Marine Aircraft
Wing attacked installations on Babel-
thuap in the Palaus on 23 December, set-
ting several buildings afire,

Aircraft of Fleet Air Wing 2 and the
4th Marine Aircraft Wing continued at-
tacks on enemy bases in the Marshalls
on 23 December,

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERE ON LEYTE —
Leyte: The T77th Division has captured
Palompon on the west coast by an am-
phibious movement from Ormoc. The
landing in his rear took the enemy com-

noes on 23 Decem-"

pletely unawares, Caught between this

force and one advancing overland from
the east he

was able to offer little re-
sistance. Meanwhile,
troops of the 24th
NEW LANDINGS Elbivision cleaned l['ll.)
the west coast in the
BEHIND JAPS vicinity of San Isi-
ON LEYTE dro, troops of the
7th Division landed
at Puerto Bello on
the west shore of Ormoc Bay and the 32d
Division and 1st Cavalry Division are
rapidly moving west toward the coast
against practically no resistance.

The Leyte-Samar campaign can now
be regarded as closed except for minor
mopping ap. OQur losses were, 2,623 killed,
8,422 wounded, 172 missing; total of
11,217. The enemy's loss was 113,221,
Of this 54,338 were abandoned dead;
18,500 estimated dead, not yet collected
and those buried by the enemy ; 493 pris-
oners; 30,000 estimated troops sunk at
sea in the ten convoys attempting rein-
forcement, and 9,890 naval ratings in the
crews of the 41 transports of 164,250 tons
and 27 warships sunk.

In air battles 2,748 enemy planes were
destroyed in the Philippines from 20 Oe-
tober—1,515 by land-based aviation and
antiaircraft defenses and 1,233 by the 3d
Fleet carriers.

Mindanao: Naval units at night sank
an enemy motor-torpedo boat. . . . Mo-
Iuccas: Light naval patrols destroyed an

See 25 December.

enemy barge laden with ammunition and
supplies and damaged another,

Moscow, communigue — Ships of the
Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank an 8,000~
ton German supply ship in the Baltic.

26 DECEMBER
U. S. Pacific Fleet Communigue No. 214

‘Between 16 and 25 enemy planes at-
tacked an airstrip on Saipan the night
of 24 December. Our flghters shot down
three planes. Antiaireraft fire destroyed
a fourth. One of our planes was de-
stroyed on the ground and several others
damaged. Six men were injured.

Liberators of the Strategic Air Force
bombed airstrips and plane dispersal
areas on Iwo Jima in the Volcanoes 24
December, Meager antiaireraft fire was
encountered, "

Corsairs of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing attacked Rota in the Marianas on
24 December. Y

Fighters of the 2d Marine Aircraft
Wing sank an enemy barge at Babelthuap
in the Palaus 24 December.

ApvaNcED HEADQUARTERE ON LEYTE —
RBorneo: Air patrols in attacks on ship-
ping at Brunei Bay sank a 2,000-ton
cargo ship, a smaller freighter and two
barges, and damaged a coastal vessel.

CHUNGKING, 1jth AAF communigue —
Bomb-carrying P-51s struck at shipping
in Hong Kong Harbor on 24 December,
ginking a large tanker and probably sink-
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ing four other wvessels and heavily dam-

aging another. On the night of 24 De-
cember a B-24 sank a large tanker in
convoy in Formosa Strait.

27 DECEMBER

Navy Department Communique No. 562

1. United States submarines operating
in Far Eastern wat-
ers have reported
the sinking of one
large Japanese air-
craft carrier and 26
other Japanese ves-
sels, including one
converted light crui-
ser, one destroyer, two escort vessels
and two destroyer transports — seven
combat vessels. The wvessels sunk were:

One large aircraft carrier, one con-
verted light cruiser, one destroyer, two
escort vessels, two destroyer transports,
two large transports, 10 medium cargo
vessels, three small cargo vessels, one
small transport, two medium cargo trans-
ports and two medium tankers.

2. These actions have not been an-
nounced in any previous Navy commu-
nique.

Navy Department Communique No. 563

The destroyer vss (Cooper was recently
lost off Ormoe, Leyte, Philippine Islands,
as a result of a night action against the
enemy. This action was reported in
Commander in Chief, Southwest Pacific
Area, communigue 972,

The LSM 20 was also recently lost off
Leyte, Philippine Islands, as the result of
enemy action,

The next of kin of casualties have been
notified.

U. S. Pacific Fleei Communique No. 215

Surface units of the United States Pa-
cific Fleet bombarded Iwo Jima in the
Volcano Islands on 26 December. Tar-
gets included coastal defenses and air-
strip installations. An enemy landing ship
was set afilre and an enemy gunboat was
blown up by gunfire, Two of our ships
suffered slight damage from enemy coast-
al guns, The attack was a joint opera-
tion with the Strategic Air Force of the
Pacific Ocean Areas. . .

Liberators of the Strategic Air Force,
POA, bombed the Iwo Jima airstrips 25
December. Two enemy fighters were seen
in the air. Several of our aircraft suf-
fered minor damage due to antiaircraft
fire, but all returned safely. Neutraliza-
tion attacks were continued on enemy-
held bases in the Marshalls 25 December
by planes. of the 4th Marine Alrcraft
Wing., Fleet Air Wing 2 made similar
attacks on 25 and 26 December,

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Mindoro: An enemy naval force com-
prising one battle-
ship, one heavy
cruiser and six de-
stroyers was located
approaching at dusk
and was immediately
attacked by our me-
dium bombers and
fighters and our PT boats. Repeated as-
sault sorties by our air elements forced
the enemy to withdraw after some fruit-
less and inaccurate shelling of the coast
line, Three of the destroyers were sunk
and hits were scored on the battleship
and the cruiser. . . ., Luezon: Patrol
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FORCE ROUTED
NEAR MINDORO

planes sank a 1,000-ton freighter and shot
down two enemy float planes at Laoag.
. . . Mindanao: Heavy and medium bomb-
ers destroyed three small freighters, a
coastal vessel, barge and Jetty in Davao

Gulf.
28 DECEMBER

Navy Department Communique No, 564

+ 1, The submarine USs Sea Wolf is over-
due from patrol and presumed lost.
2. Next of kin of casualties have been
. informed.,

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 216

Enemy aircraft attacked United States
air installations on Saipan and Tinian,
in the Marianas, on 26 December in two
separate raids of flve and two planes
respectively. Our fighters shot down two
enemy aircraft. .

Liberators and Lightning fighters of
the Strategic Air Force made bombing
and strafing attacks on air installations
on Iwo Jima, in the Volcanoes, on 26
December. An enemy fighter was de-
stroyed in the air. Two other enemy air-
craft were destroyed and two damaged
on the ground. Moderate antiaircraft fire
was encountered.

A Navy search plane shot down an
enemy bomber near the Bonins on the
same date,

Liberators of the Strategic Air Force

mbed air installations and shipping on
and around Chichi Jima, in the Bonins,
26 December. A direct hit was scored
on_a coastal eargo vessel,

Fighters of the 2d Marine Aircraft
Wing bombed enemy installations on
Babelthuap in the Palaus, 26 December.

4th Marine Aircraft Wing fighters con-
tinued neutralizing attacks on enemy-
held bases in the Marshalls on 27 De-
cember.

ApvaNCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Leyte: Our light naval units on patrol
sank two enemy luggers. . . Borneo:
Patrol planes over Tarakan attacked ship-

ping in the harbor, damaging a 2,000-
ton freighter-transport and a small
freighter.

Moscow, communigue — Ships of the

Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank a 10,000-
ton German transport in the Baltic Sea.

29 DECEMBER

U. §. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 217

Liberators of the Strategic Air Forces,
Pacific Ocean Areas, bombed airstrip in-
stallations on Iwo Jima in the Volecanoes,
27 December. Our planes encountered in-

tense antiaircraft fire, But all returned
safely.
Corsairs of the 2d Marine Aircraft

Wing bombed and strafed enemy-held
bases in the Marshalls 28 December as
neutralizing attacks
area,

continued in that

_ ApvanceEDp HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Luzon: Medium bombers hit enemy ship-
ping in Lingayen Gulf, heavily damaging
a 7,000-ton freighter-transport by direct
hits, . . . Borneo! Patrol planes off the
north coast bombed and strafed enemy
shipping, leaving six small freighters

sinking.
30 DECEMBER

ADvANCED HEADQUARTERS oN LEYTE —
Leyte: Light naval units on night patro
destroyed four enemy barges. . . . Moluc-
cas: Night naval patrols shelled a barge
depot north of Galela.

31 DECEMBER

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 218

1. Liberators of the Strategic Air
Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, bombed air-
strips and other installations on Iwo Jima
in the Volcanoes 2§ and 29 December.
%\Iod&:rate antiaireraft fire was encoun-
ered. = :

2. Marine Mitchell bombers made
rocket attacks on enemy shipping between
the Bonins and Volecanoes 27 and 2§ De-
cember,

3. Mitchells of the 11th AAF bombed
targets in the Kurils 29 December.

4. Corsairs of the 2d Marine Aireraft
Wing bombed and strafed supply dumps
and other objectives at Babelthuap and
other areas in the Palaus 9 December.
A bridge was destroyved at Babelthuap.

5. Fighters of the 2d Marine Aircraft
Wing and the Tth AAF strafed enemy

barges at Woleal in the western Caro-
lines 29 December.

6. Search Venturas of Fleet Alr Wing
2 bombed and strafed bivouac and sup-
ply areas on Wake Island 29 December.

ghe}' were met by meager antiaircraft
re.
Neutralization raids on enemy-held

bases in the Marshalls were continued by
aircraft of Fleet Air Wing 2.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Luzon: Patrol planes at mght sank a
6,000-ton freighter-transport in Lingayen
Gulf. . . . Mindoro: Fourteen of the 32
enemy planes attacking our shipping and
shpre positions were shot down. . . .
Visayas: Light naval units on night pa-
trol destroyed four luggers off the north
coast. . . ., Borneo: At Sandakan me-
dium bombers sank a small freighter and
ithree coastal vessels and strafed others
under construction.

RoME, communigque — Naval gun fire
support continued to be given on the right
flank of the army near the Franco-Italian
frontier. Since 22 December, enemy per-
sonnel, transport and ammunition dumps
have been successfully bombarded while
a bridge was shot down by the -U. 8.
destroyver Woolsey.

Moscow, commnitnigue — Ships of the
Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank two enemy
supply ships.

1 JANUARY
U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communigque No. 219

1. Airstrip installations on Iwo Jima
in the Voleanoes were bombed by Liber-
ators of the Strategic Air Force, Pacifle
Ocean Areas, on 30 December,

2, Marine Mitchell bombers scored
rocket hits on a small coastal cargo ship
which was left dead in the water near
the Bonins on the same date.

3. Ammunition dumps and supply areas
on Babelthuap in the Palaus were strafed
and bombed by fighters of the 2d Marine
Ajrcraft “’ingl on 30 December. On the
same date arine fighters sank four
launches at Woleai in the western Caro-
lines and Marine torpedo-planes bombed
Yap in the same group.

4. Corsairs of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing on 30 December strafed targets on
Rota in the Marianas.

5. Neutralization attacks on enemy-
held bases in the Marshalls were con-
tinued 30 December by airplanes of the
4th Marine Aircraft Wing,

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON
Luzon: Our medium attack and fighter-
bombers, in the deepest penetration yet
made by our land-based aircraft, swept
enemy shipping concentrated in Lingayen
Gulf. Three freighter-transports of 8,000~
tons each, two small cargo vessels, two
destroyers and a destroyer escort were
sunk or seriously damaged.

CHUNGKING, 1jth AAF communigue —
Our aireraft struck
at shipping near

LEYTE —

Hankow 31 Decem-
JAP CARGO ber destroying two
SHIPS SUNK enemg_ freighters in
OFF CHINA the Yangtze River,

Omne freighter was
probably sunk and a
tanker left burning.
e « « « Two freighters were hit by B-2is
on Hainan Island the night of 31 De-
cember. One sank and one was left
burning.

See 27 December.



2 JANUARY

Navy Department Communigue No. 565

1. The submarine Uss Harder iz over-
due from patrol and presumed lost. The
next of kin of officers and crew have
been informed.

2, The LSM 318 has been lost as the
result of enemy action in the Philippine
area. Next of kin of fatalities and most
other casualties have been notified and
notification is en route to next of kin of
other casualties.

3. The PT 300 has been lost as a re-
sult of enemy action in the Philippine
Next of kin of casualties have been
informed.

4, The PT 311 was lost in the Medi-
terranean area as a result of enemy ac-
tion. Next of kin of casualties have been
informed.

U. §. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 220

An enemy twin-engine bomber attacked
air installations on Saipan in the Ma-
rianas 1 January, dropping a single
bomb which c¢aused no damage.

Liberators of the Strategic Air Force
on 31 December bombed Iwo Jima in the
Voleanoes. Qur aireraft struck at enemy
air installations and encountered mod-
erate antiaircraft fire.

Fighters of the 2d Marine Aircraft
Wing strafed fuel dumps and other tar-
gets on Babelthuap in the Palaus on 31
December, .

Targets on Rota in the Marianas were
strafed by 4th Marine Aircraft Wing
fighters on the same date,

4th Marine Alrcraft Wing and Fleet
Air Wing 2 alrcraft continued neutraliz-
ing attacks on enemy-held bases in the
Marshalls the same date.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE
Our northern air patrols shot down four
enemy planes and set flre to five coastal
vessels east of Formosa,

Moscow, camm%mir{uc——Ships of the
Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank an enemy
supply ship of 6,000 tons.

3 JANUARY

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 221

Carrier-based aircraft of the TUnited
States Pacific_Fleet struck at enemy in-
stallations on Formosa and Okinawa Jima
on 2 January. Details of the strike are
not yet available. y

Army_Liberators of the Strategic Air
Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, bombed the
airstrip and installations on Iwo Jima in
the Volcanoes on 1 January. Moderate
antiaircraft fire was encountered.

Army bombers of the Strategic Air
Force struck Okimura town on Haha
Jima in the Bonins on the same date.

Fighters of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing strafed Rota in the Marianas on
1 January. On the same date our fight-
ers shot down an enemy reconnaissance
plane near Saipan. !

Planes of the 2d Marine Aircraft Wing
struck at installations at Babelthuap in
the Palaus and Yap. in the western Ca-
rolines on the same date,

Neutralizing raids on enemy-held bagzes
in the Marshalls were continued by

planes of the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing
on 1 January.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERE ON LEYTE —
Luzon: Our attack bombers and heavy
patrols swept ‘enemy shipping along the
west coast from
north to south.
Twenty-five enemy
ships were sunk or
set afire comprising
a 7,000-ton trans-
port, G,000-ton
freighter, 21 smaller
freighters, two large trawlers. . . . Min-
doro: In shore-to-shore operations our
troops have landed on both the eastern
and western coasts. . . . Leyte: Our light

NEW LANDINGS
ON MINDORO

River. There was no opposition and the
island is firmly in our hands.

RoME, naval communique — Aireraft of
the Coastal Air Force attacked shipping
in the Adriatic and the Gulf of Genoa.

6 JANUARY
U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 224

1. Carrier-based aircraft of the United
States Pacific Fleet destroyed 111 enemy
aircraft and damaged
220 more in attacks
on Formosa and Oki-
nawa in the Ryu-
kyus 2 and 3 Janu-
ary. Twenty - seven
ships were sunk and

CARRIER PLANES
HIT FORMOSA
AND RYUKYUS

naval units sank five coastal i ls and

a launch.
4 JANUARY
U. §. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 222

1. Carrier based aircraft of the United
States Pacific Fleet attacked installa-
tions on Formosa and Okinawa Jima 3
January. Details of this strike and that
of the previous day are not yet availa-

e,
2. Fi%hters of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing bombed and strafed targets on
Babelthuap in the Palaus and strafed
Rota in the Marianas on 2 January.

3. Search planes of Fleet Air Wing 2
continued neutralizing attacks on enemy-
geltd bases in the Marshalls on the same

ate.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Luzon: Our air force again struck heav-
ily at enemy shipping in Subic Bay and
Lingayen Gulf. Twenty-five freighters and
transports aggregating 57,000 tons, plus
a seaplane carrier, three naval escorts, a
coastal vessel and five luggers were sunk
or severely damaged. We lost two planes,
. . . Leyte: Our light nawval units at-
tacked enemy small shipping to the west
sinking one small freighter, two coastal
vessels, a lugger and 12 barges. g
Moluwecas : Light naval units shelled shore
positions on Halmahera.

CHUNGEING, I1jth AAF communique—
P-51s struck at river shipping on the
Yangtze River from Hankow to Kuikiang
on 3 January, exploding a river steamer
and six vessels loaded with gasoline.

5 JANUARY

Navy Department Communique No. 566

The destroyer vss Reid was recently
lost as a result of enemy action in the
Philippine Islands area. The next of kin
of casualties have been informed.

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 223

Army Liberators and Lightnings of the
Strategic Air Force, Pacific Ocean Areas,
attacked the airstrip and installations on
Iwo Jima in the Volcanoes 2 January.
On the following day Liberators of the
same force bombed the same targets, en-
countering moderate antiaircraft fire and
one enemy fighter,

On 2 January Army Liberators of the
Strategic Air Force bombed enemy in-
stallations on Marcus Island.

Fighters and torpedo planes of the d4th
Marine Aireraft Wing strafed and bombed
the enemy power plant, supply dumps and
other installations on Babelthuap in the
Palaus 2 and 3 January. Marine fighters
also strafed targets on Sonsorol and
Merir Islands southwest of the Palaus on
th:a'\ isamer tda}’e.Fl Al

rcraft o eet r Wing 2 and the
4th Marine Aireraft Wing continued neu-
tralizing attacks on enemy-held bases in
the Marshalls 3 January. .

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Marmdu(fue: Our ground forces supported
by naval and air elements made a sur-
prise landing and occupied Marinduque,
Through the seizure of this island east
of Mindoro we gained control of the
Sibuyan Sea and established direct con-
tact with the southern coast of Luzon.

Kanoy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps Com-
munique—On Wednesday morning our
forces landed on
Akyab Island. Troops
landed on the north-
ern beach from nawval
craft. More troops
crossed a four - mile
stretch of water

ALLIES SEIZE
AKYAB ISLAND
OFF BURMA

from Foul Point,
Others crossed in local boats from Ku-
daung Island, at the mouth of the Mayu

an additional 68
damaged. The enemy offered ineffective
air opposition to our aircraft,

2. Surface units of the United States
Pacific Fleet bombarded enemy installa-
tiong at Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in
the Bonin Islands, 5 January.

3. The shelling was concentrated on

* facilities around the harbor of Futami Ko

on Chichi Jima and on other targets in
Okimura town and Higashi harbor in
Haha Jima. Fires were started in Oki-
mura town and an enemy cargo ship was
sunk west of Haha Jima. Answering the
attack with meager gunfire, defending
shore batteries inflicted minor damage to
units of our forces. A single enemy
fighter was observed airborne.

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 225

1. On 3 and 4 January Army Liberators
of the Strategic Air Force, Pacific Ocean
Areasg, bombed the airstrips and installa-
tions on.Iwo Jima in the Volecano Islands.

2. Burface units of the United States
Pacific Fleet bombarded coast defenses
and airstrip installations at Iwo Jima in
the Voleanoes 1 January. Numerous fires
were observed on the island. Fire from
enemy shore batteries was meager.

3. The following damage was inflicted
on enemy shipping and installations on
Formosa and Okinawa Jima by ecarrier-
based aircraft of the Pacific Fleet 2 and
3 January:

Sunk or destroyed: One large cargo
ship west of Takao, one medium cargo
ship at Keelung, one small eargo ship at

Keelung, one patrol craft, 10 small
coastal cargo ships, 11 small craft.
Damaged: One destroyer, four de-

stroyer escorts, six patrol craft, one land-
ing ship, two landing craft, two large
cargo ships, one medium cargo ship, 34
small eargo ships, seven small craft.
Ground installations destroyed on For-
mosa: Eleven locomotives, four tank
cars and several trucks and freight cars.
In sweeps over the island our aireraft
destroyed a railway bridge over Tamsui

s

See 1, 4 January.
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River, a railroad station at Okayama and
buildings and warehouses, fuel and am-
munition dumps on parts of the
island. ]

Seventeen of our aircraft were lost in
combat,

4, Army infantry units occupied Fais
Island, east of Ulithi, 2 January against
slight resistance, Eight of the enemy
were killed and six captured. Our forces
suffered losses of three killed and six
wounded,

5. Fighters of the 4th Marine Alrcraft
Wing attacked fuel storage facilities on
Babelthuap in the Palaus on 4 January.
Marine torpedo planes bombed enemy in-
stallations on Yap.

6. On 4 January aircraft of the 4th
Marine Aircraft Wing continued neutral-
izlng attacks on enemy-held bases in the
Marshalls.

Kanoy, Ceylon, naval communigue—On
4 January a very accurate and successful
attack was delivered
by British naval car-
rier - borne aircraft
against an oil re-

BRITISH PLANES
HIT SUMATRA

OIL REFINERY brandan in Sumatra.
Photographs show
that the powerhouse
and other important plants received di-
rect hits, as did oil tanks and many
other buildings. ’
RoMmE, naval communigue—During the
last eight days naval gunfire support con-
tinued to be given the army in the neigh-
pborhood of the Franco-Italian frontier.

7 JANUARY
U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communigie No. 226

Carrier-based aircraft of the United
States Pacific Fleet attacked aircraft
shipping and Installations in and u.roun:f
Luzon in the Philippines on 5 January.
Preliminary and incomplete reports show
that eight aircraft were shot down, 19
destroyed on the ground and 14 more
damaged on the ground. Details of dam-
age to shipping and ground targets are
not yet available.

Surface units of the Pacific Fleet bom-
barded installations
at Suribachi on Pa-

ramushiru Island in
FLEEY UN:Ig the Kurils on 5 Jan-
SHELL ISA| uary, startingra.
IN KURILS number of fires, The

enemy returned our
fire but our forces
suffered no damages. 5 5

Army Liberators of the Strategic Air
Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, bombed in-
stallations on Iwo Jima in the Volcanoes
on 5 January,

Supply dumps and other material were
destroyed at Babelthuap in the Palaus
by strafing fighters of the 4th Marine
Aircraft Wing on the same date.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Visayas: Light naval units on mnight pa-
trol off Cebu sank a 1,000-ton freighter,
two luggers and four barges.

RoOME, naval communique—IEnemy bat-
teries and occupied buildings in the Massa
area southeast of La Spezia were bom-
barded by the British destroyer Lookout
in support of the Army on § January.

8 JANUARY

CcuuNGKING, 13th AAF communique —
B-24s sank a freighter in an enemy con-
voy off Swatow on the night of 7 Jan.

RomEe, naval communigue—Referring to

esterday’s naval communique, it is

Kaa.med that the U. 8. destroyer Woolae;
and HMs Lookout bombarded enemy posi-
tions near Massa on 6 January.

9 JANUARY
U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 227

1. On § January carrier aircraft of the
United States Pacific Fleet attacked Jap-
anese aircraft installations and shipping
in and around the islands of Formosa,
Ishigaki, Miyvako in the Sakishima group
and Okinawa. Details of these operations
are not yet avallable,

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 228

Further reports of the attacks of air-
craft from carriers of the U. 8. Pacifle
Fleet which struck targets in and around
Luzon in the Philippines on 5 and § Jan-
uary and caused damage to the enemy
are now available as follows:

Aldrcraft: Ten shot down, T4 destroyed
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finery at Pangkalan-~

on the ground, 103 damaged on the
ground.

All aircraft figures are in addition to
those reported in Communique 226,

Shipping destroyed, not previcusly re-
ported: Three medium cargo ships sunk,
four small coastal cargo ships sunk, five
luggers sunk.

Shipping damaged, not previously re-
ported: One large cargo ship, three me-
dium ecargo ships, nine small coastal
cargo ships, one tug and 15 small craft.

. Many fires were started by the attack-
ing aireraft. In sweeps over the island,
aircraft destroyed one locomotive, 15
freight cars, 46 trucks, barracks, fuel sup-
plies and other installations and damaged
buildings and other facilities. Our forces
lost 15 planes in combat,

Partial reports from the Pacific Fleet
show that the following damage was in-
flicted on the enemy by carrier-based air-
craft in the attack on Formosa, Ishigaki
and Miyauo Jima in the Sakishima
Group, and Okinawa on 8 January; 17
aircraft destroyed; 17 aircraft damaged ;
14 small ships sunk; 17 small ships and
luggers damaged; one large tanker left
burning off Toshien, Formosa. The enemy
offered no opposition in the air. Further
details of this attack which was reported
in Communigue 227 are not now available,

On 7 January, Army Liberators of the
Strategic Air Force, Pacific Ocean Areas,
bombed air installations on Iwo Jima in
the Volcanoes. OQur aircraft encountered
moderate antiaircraft fire but all returned
safely.

Aircraft of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing and Fleet Air Wing 2 encountered
meager antianireraft fire in neutralizing
attacks on enemy-held bases in the Mar-
shalls on 6 and 7 January.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Luzon: Our forces have landed on Luzon.

In a far-flung amphibious penetration
our troops have seized four beachheads
in Lingayen Gulf.

The movement was
covered by a blister-
ing naval and air
bombardment using

LUZON INVADED
IN BI& AMPHIB

OPERATION both land-based and
carrier-based planes.

The enemy's air

force made repeated and desperate at-

tacks against our naval force formations
in an endeavor to break the cohesion of
our movement, but, beyond inflicting some
loss and damage, was unsuccessful.

In these encounters there were de-
stroyed 79 enemy planes, one midget sub-
marine, two destroyers, one coastal cargo
ship and many small harbor and coastal
craft,

The enemy evidently had not prepared
for a landing in the Lingayen sector and
ag a result of this strategic surprise, our
landing losses were insignificant, We are
now in his rear. His main reinforcement
and supply lines to the Philippines are
cut and his ground fight for Luzon will
have to be made with such resources as
he now possesses there. The back door
is closed, The decisive battle for the
liberation of the Philippines and control
of the Southwest Pacific is at hand.

General MacArthur is in personal com-

e

CHICH!
JIMA

£7e

See 6 January.

mand at the front and landed with his
assault troops. Ground forces of the 6th
Army are under Gen. Walter Krueger.
His naval forces of the Tth Fleet and
an Australian squadron are now under
Vice Admiral Thomas C, Kinkaid, usn,
and his air forces of the Far Bast Air
Foree are under Lt. Gen. George C. Ken-
ney. The 3d Fleet under Admiral William
¥, Halsey Jr., UsN, is acting in coordi-
nated support.

KanDpy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
munigue—RBritish troops and men of the
Royal Indian Navy were engaged in brisk
action with the enemy to the northeast

of Akyab,
10 JANUARY

Navy Department Communique No. 567

1. The following craft have been lost
in the Pacific area recently as a result of
enemy action: four landing craft (LsSTJ,
one motor torpedo-boat, one small sub-
marine chaser, one small auxiliary vessel,

2. The above, in_addition to the loss of

the destroyers Hull, Monaghan and
Spence, announced in a Navy Department
press release today, together with losses
previously announced in communigues,
covers all losses of surface craft during
the Philippine campaign up to 31 Deec.
1944.
[The press release announced the loss
of the three DDs and damage to a num-
ber of other vessels during a severe ty-
phoon.—ED.]

ApvanceED HEADQUARTERE oN LuUZon:
Our ground forces are flrmly established
on the south shore of Lingayen Gulf and
we have advanced an average of four
miles. Supplies and eguipment are pour-
ing ashore. The enemy was apparently
completely deceived by our landing in his
rear rather than in his front on southern
Luzon.

Carrier-based aircraft of the Tth Fleet
swept the entire beachhead sector in di-
rect support of our ground troops while
air units of the Far Eastern Air Force
swept the entire Luzon area with deadly
effect,

RoME, naval communique—In spite of
rough weather off the south coast of
France, warships continued to give gun-
fire support to the army in the neigh-
borhood of the Franco-Italian frontier,

Moscow, communigue—warships of the
Red Banner Baltic Fleet sank a German
transport vessel of 10,000 tons,

11 JANUARY

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 229

On 8 January Army Liberators of the
Strategic Air Force, PPacific Ocean Areas,
bombed air installations on Iwo Jima in
the Voleanoes.

Suribachi, on Paramushiru in the Ku-
rils, was bombed by Liberators of the
11th AAF on 9 January. The enemy of-
fered no opposition.

Corsairs of the 4th Marine Aireraft
Wing attacked enemy installations on
Babelthuap in the Palaus the same date.

Meager antiaircraft fire was encoun-
tered by 4th Marine Aircraft Wing fight-
ers in an attack on gun positions and the
power plant on Nauru, 9 January.

Fighters of the 4th Marine Aireraft
Wing also carried out neutralizing at-
tacks on enemy bases in the Marshalls,
§-9 January.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LEYTE —
Visayas: Motor-torpedo boats on night
patrol sank a 1,000-ton freighter-trans-
port at Palawan, a lugger at Cebu and
two others in the Camotes Islands.

WasHINGTON, 20th AAF communique—
The Japanese - held
naval base at Singna-
pore was attacked by
a medium force of
B-298 on the morn-
ing of 10 January.
The B~ 29s bombed
shipping installations
and reported good results.

Kanpy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
muniqgue — Indian troops have entered
Pommagyun, a steamer station on the
west bank of the Kaladan, 14 miles north-
east of Akyab.

Loxbon, Air Ministry communique —
Yesterday afternoon Beauflghters of the
RATF Coastal Command, escorted by Mus-
tangs of the RAF Fighter Command, at-
tacked enemy shipping off the Norwe-
glan coast. A small-sized enemy merchant
vessel and a minesweeper were hit and
ieft on fire, Two Beaufighters are miss-
ng.

B-29s HIT JAP
NAVAL BASE
AT SINGAPORE




Indian
Ocean

See 6 January.

12 JANUARY

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 230

Carrier aircraft of the Pacific Fleet
are now attacking the enemy off the coast
of French Indochina between Saigon and
Camranh Bay.

U. §. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 231

Additional reports from forces of the
United States Pacific Fleet which struck
at shipping along the coast of French
Indochina 11 Janu-
ary show our carrier
aircraft attacked
four convoys and
other scattered units,
sinking a total of 25
ships, including a
Katori - class light
cruiser and several destroyers or de-
stroyer escorts. Heavy damage was in-
flicted on 13 additional vessels,

Eighteen aircraft were observed air-
borne over Saigon, of which our fighters
shot down 10. A bomber off the Indo-
china coast and eight of the 50 planes
at Thanh Son Nhut air base north of
Saigon Island were destroyed. Twenty
flying boats and seaplanes in Camranh,
Cat-Lai, near Saigon, and Qui Nhon har-
bor, about 250 miles northeast of Saigon,
were also destroyed.

At last reports our surface forces had
suffered no damage and were continuing
their attacks.

Conclusive evidence has been obtained
which shows that on 24 OQOct. 1944 the
Japanese battleship Musashi blew up and
sank as the result of damage inflicted on
her by aireraft at-
tacks. These attacks
were made by car-
rier aircraft from
the Pacific Fleet
tagk force command-
ed by Viee Admiral
Marec A, Mitscher.
The Musashi and her sister ship Yamato,
which was damaged by bombs during the
same action, were the two mest powerful
battleships in the Japanese fleet,

On 9-10 January Army Liberators of
the Strategic Air Force bombed the air-
fleld and other installations on Iwo Jima
in the Volcanoes.

Torpedo planes of the 4th Aireraft
Wing attacked air installations on Yap
in the western Carolines 10 January.

Marine fghter aircraft ranged over
targets in the Palaus on the same date,
sinking barges on Koror, destroying an

CARRIER PLANES
STRIKE ALONG
INDOCHINA

3d BB ADDED TO
JAP SHIPS SUNK
IN PHILIPPINES

ammunition dump on Babelthuap and
striking other targets on Urukthapel
Island.

4th Marine Aircraft Wing fighters
bombed boat facilities at Nauru through
moderate antiaircraft flre 10 January.

On the same date Marine fighters and
divebombers made neutralizing attacks on
enemy bases in the Marshalls,

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LUZON —-
During the day our naval units attacked
an enemy concentration of 46 small
freighters and coastal vessels attempting
to unload at San Fernando, north of Lin-
gayen Gulf. All the enemy vessels were
sunk or heavily damaged. The port was

shelled and three large ammunition dumps
were destroyed. We had no losses. . . .
New Guinea: A Royal Australian Navy
unit shelled enemy coastal positions.
Kanpy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
munigue — Under cover of darkness a
force of Japanese landed from boats in
the neighborhood of Ponnagyun, approxi-
mately 14 miles northeast of Akyab town.
In a battle which lasted for more than
an hour our troops claim to have in-
flicted a substantial number of casualties.
RomEg, naval communigue—During the
early hours of 11 January, in spite of bad
weather, a force of British and U. 8.
light craft on patrol southeast of Genoa
met and engaged a convoy of enemy F-
lighters. Torpedoes were flred. IHits on
two of the lighters resulted in fires and
heavy explosions. Probable hits on a
third lighter also caused an explosion.

13 JANUARY

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 232

Following the first ecarrier attacks in
the vicinity of Saigon on 11 January nu-
merous fires were observed on shore, es-
pecially at Thanh Son airbase and at
Port Nhabe. Six transports were included
in the ships sunk at Saigon. At least six
;-.lhl].ls were sunk in the harbor at Quin-
10n,

Reports of the United States Pacific
Fleet carrier aircraft strike against For-
mosa_ on § January have now been am-
plified. They show that the following
damage was inflicted on the enemy in
addition to that reported for the same at-
tack in communique 228 :

Shipping sunk: Two destroyers or de-
stroyer escorts, one oiler, one large cargo
ship, two medium ecargo ships, 18 small
craft. Communique 228 reported that 14
small ships not inecluded in the above had
been sunk. This figure is now reduced to
nine.

Shipping damaged :
destroyer escorts, two oilers, five large
cargo ships, three medium cargo ships,
28 small ships, 42 small craft.

Aireraft: Two Zeros destroyed, 44 dam-
aged. In addition to these aircraft our
search and patrol planes shot down seven
other enemy planes on 9 and 10 January.

Ground installations: An ammunition
dump and chemical plant destroyed at
Keelung, two hangars, flve locomotives
and three tank cars destroyed at Heito,
radio stations damaged at Giran. An
aluminum and nickel smelter damaged at
Karenko. Shops damaged at Tainan,
Heito, Kobi and Toyohara.

Our forces lost four aireraft in com-
bat during the attack on Formosa.

It can now be announced that heavy
bomber units of the Tth AAF assisting
the Far Eastern Air Force have been
operating from the Palau Islands against
targets in the Philippines in support of
operations of the Commander in Chief,
Southwest Pacific. Army Liberators of
the 7th AAF have been engaged in at-
tacking the enemy on Luzon, Cebu, Neg-
ros, and Mactan. In addition, the same
units have carried out attacks in the
Palaus and western Carolines. A sum-
mary of operations from 1 Nov. 1944 to
4 Jan. 1945, shows that 1,375 tons of
bombs have been dropped on enemy tar-
gets in 714 sorties.

U. §. Pacific Fleet Communigue No. 233

1. Liberators of the 11th AAF bombed
airfield facilities near Kurabu Saki at the
southern end of Paramushiru in the Ku-
rils on 10 January, Six enemy fighters
in the air and moderate antiaircraft fire
were encountered, but all our aircraft
returned safely,

2. On the following day 11th AAF
Mitchells strafed and bombed installations
on Torishima Retto, southeast of Para-
mushiry, starting extensive fires. The
enemy sent up meager antiaircraft fire.
Liberators of the 11th AAF on the same
date struck installations in Suribachi on
Paramushiru, meeting moderate antiair-
craft fire. Four enemy fighters attacked,
of which one was damaged. All of our
aireraft returned safely from these oper-
ations.

3. Fighters of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing destroyed a building and
dump on Babelthuap and
fenses on Urukthapel in the Palaus on
11 January.

One destroyer, five

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERE ON LUZON —
Our medium fghter planes continued to
maintain complete air supremacy. They
struck enemy surface craft along the west

coast near Vigan with deadly effect, de-
stroying over 50 coastal vessels.

Surface units of the 7th Fleet bombard-
ed enemy installations at Rosario, east of
our beachhead, causing explosions and
large fires.

KanDy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
munigue — Supported by naval and air
bombardment, our troops have landed on
the Myebon peninsula in Hunter's Bay,
32 miles from Akyab town. There was
opposition from enemy artillery and ma-
chine guns but our troops have succeeded
in establishing a bridgehead.

ROME, naval communigue—On 10 Janu-
ary the French destroyer Le Fortune was
attacked by enemy explosive boats south
of San Remo, One of them was sunk by
gunfire, On 11 January the French
cruiser Georges Leygues bombarded and
obtained a direct hit on a vessel on slips
at Pietra Ligure, a small port on the
Italian coast between Savona and Im-
peria.

LoNDON, Admiralty communique — An-
other wvaluable enemy convoy carrying
war supplies was almost completely de-
stroyed by Home Fleet units off the coast
of Norway 12 Janu-

ary. The convoy of
seven or eight ships,
including a large
tanker and two M

BRITISH FLEET
UNITS DESTROY

ENEMY COMYOY class minesweepers,
was encountered close
inshore approaching

Igarsund harbor, south of Stavanger.

The convoy was illuminated by starshells
and His Majesty's ships opened fire. Pre-
liminary reports indieate that during the
short but brisk gun action which ensued
three or four of the ememy ships, includ-
ing the tanker and one of the minesweep-
ers, are believed to have been sunk.
Remaining ships of the convoy were se-
verely damaged and left blazing. The
enemy made use of shore searchlights
and joined in the action with coastal bat-
teries, but without effect. Later, during
the daylight hours, ememy torpedo-
carrying aircraft attempted to attack His
Majesty’'s force. The attack was broken

up.
14 JANUARY

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS oON LUZON —
Cebu: Our motor-torpedo boats on night
patrol sank two supply-laden luggers off
the northeast coast, . . . Leyte: Naval
patrols intercepted and destroyed four
westbound troop-laden barges off the
?prtheast coast, inflicting heavy casual-
ies,

Moscow, communigue—Ships of the Red
Banner Baltic Fleet sank an enemy sup-
ply ship of 6,000 tons. In the Memel port
area our coastal artillery sank a German
transport of 4,000 tons.

15 JANUARY

U. §. Pacific Fleet Communigue No. 234

Further reports from United States
Fleet forces which struck at shipping and
other targets along the coast of French
Indochina on 11 January show our car-
rier based aircraft inflicted the following
damage on the enemy. (This report in-
cludes damage previously reported in
communigue 231.)

Sunk: 41 ships, totaling about 127,000

See 5, 13 January.
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tons. Damaged: 28 ships totaling about
70,000 tons,

nemy plane damage: 15 aircraft shot
down; 77 destroyed on the ground; 20
aircraft destroyed on the water; about
50 aircraft damaged on the ground.

Ground installations: A large dock at
Camranh Bay was demolished, Five oil
tanks at Baigon were destroyed. Oil stor-
age facilities, warehouses and buildings
on the Saigon River were destroyed.

A seaplane hangar at Cat-Lai was de-
stroyed. Two locomotives at Quangngai
were destroyed. 0il reflneries in  the
Saigon area were damaged heavily, Fires
were started in the Saigon Navy Yard.

Our forces suffered losses of 16 planes
in combat.

‘While inflicting damage listed above,

our aircraft sank a convoy of one oiler,
four medium cargo ships, two destroyer
escorts and four coastal cargo ships, its
entirety. A second convoy was all sunk
or damaged and beached. It consisted of
one light cruiser, now believed to be the
Kashit of the Kafori class, four destroyer
egecorts, four oilers, seven medium and
two small cargo ships and one coastal
ship. A third group of ships approaching
Saigon from the south was attacked. An
oiler was sunk, one large cargo ship, one
medium cargo ship and one small coastal
cargo ship damaged. At Camranh Bay,
a destroyer escort and a small cargo ship
were sunk and at Cap St. Jacques three
destroyer escorts, one oiler, three large
cu.ri(? ships and a small cargo ship were
sun

Attacking the Saigon area heavily, our
planes sank a large oiler, a large troop
transport, two medium cargo ships, a dis-
mantled French light cruiser, the La-
motte Picquet, and damaged a large cargo
ship, four medium cargo ships and two
coastal cargo ships. Along the coast, our
planes sank an additional medium cargo
ship and damaged five small coastal cargo
vessels.

On 13 January carrier-based aircraft of
the Pacific Fleet struck at targets in For-
mosa and along the China coast, including
Amoy, Swatow and Hong Kong., Details
of these attacks are not now available.

Fires were started in the storage areas
at Iwo Jima in the Volcanoes by bombs
dropped by Army Liberators of the Stra-
tegic Air Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, 12
and 13 January. On_the same date Ma-
rine Mitchells scored rocket hits on a
small ship in Okimura Ko at Haha Jima
in the Bonins,

Fighters of the 4th Marine Aireraft
Wing attacked warehouses, defense posi-
tions, coastal defenses and a dry dock on
Babelthuap and Urukthapel in the Palaus
on 12 January. Attacks on Babelthuap
were repeated the following day.

An enemy reconnaissance plane was
shot down off Guam in the Marianas on
13 January.

Bixty-eight tons of bombs were dropped
on installations at Truk in the Carolines
ll:;y Army Liberators of the Strategic Air

orce on 13 January. Escorting Light-
ning flghters shot down two defending
enemy flghters and probably destroved
another.

Search Venturas of Fleet Air Wing 2
bombed and strafed targets on Wake
Island through intense antiaircraft fire on
12 January,

Neutralizing raids were continued by
the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing on enemy-
held bases in the Marshalls on 12 Janu-
ary.

CHUNGEING, I1ith AAF communigue —
On 14 January P-518 sank a fuel vessel,
probably sank another vessel and dam-
aged flve in a sweep over enemy shipping
on the Yangtze from Anking to Kiukiang.

16 JANUARY

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communigque No. 235

1. Carrier aireraft of the United States
Pacific Fleet attacked shipping and other
targets in Formosa and along the coast
of China, including

Canton, Swatow and
Hong Kong on 14-15
January.

2. Preliminary in-
complete reports

OUR CARRIER
PLANES HIT
CHINA COAST

show the following

damage inflicted on
the enemy 14 January.

Sunk: Nine ships totaling about 22,000
tons, including one destroyer escort and
one oller; damaged: nine ships and nine
small vessels; enemy plane damage: 16
alreraft shot down, 18 aircraft destroyed
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NEM) STALL ‘
See 7 January.

on the ground, 238 aircraft damaged on
the ground; ground installations: ware-
houses, docks and seven locomotives were
destroyed at Takao, Formosa; buildings,
ammunition dumps and other installations
destroyed or damaged at Pratas Reef,
southeast of Hong Kong.

3. Preliminary incomplete reports show
the following damage inflicted on the
enemy 15 January :

Sunk or damaged: Shipping totaling
about 82,000 tons, including the 17,000~
ton tanker Kamoi seen listing, and two
oilers seen burning; enemy plane dam=-
age: geven aireraft shot down, one air=
craft destroyed on the ground, seven air-
eraft damaged on the ground; ground
installations: the Royal Navy and Takoo
docks, harbor facilities and fuel storage
areas at Hong Kong, and Canton heavily
damaged.

4. Little air opposition was encountered
by our alireraft over any targets. Over
Hong Kong and Canton there was none.

5. A Japanese reconnaissance plane was
shot down by our aireraft off Tinian in
the Marianas 14 January.

6. Neutralizing raids on enemy-held
bases in the Marshalls were continued by
planes of the 4th Marine Alrcraft Wing
14-15 January,

17 JANUARY

ApvanceEp HEADQUARTERs ON LuzoN —
Our carrier planes in strafing sweeps
damaged four enemy freighters north of
Lingayen Gulf. Light naval patrol units
sank four enemy barges near Vigan. . . .
Borneo: Night air patrols bombed docks
at Brunei Bay and sank a 1,000-ton ves-
sel to the southwest. ... Celebes: Fighter-
bombers attacking shipping in the Ken-
dari area destroyed or damaged an oil
barge and 13 coastal vessels,

Kanoy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
munigue — Naval craft on patrol sank
three enemy armed vessels.

CHUNGKING, 1jth AAF communique —
P-51s on Monday in a_sweep of Yangtze
River shipping from Wuhu to Kikiang,
destroyed two vessels and probably de-
stroyed two others and damaged four,

18 JANUARY
Navy Department Communique No. 568
PacIFic AND FAR EAsT

United States submarines have reported
the sinking of 24 enemy vessels, including
four combat vessels — a destroyer and
three escort craft—
as a result of opera-
tions against the en-
emy in these waters.

The wvessels sunk
were: One destroyer,
three escort wvessels,
one large cargo
transport, two large tankers, one medium
cargo transport, eight medium cargo ves-
sels, two medium tankers, one medium
transport, four small cargo vessels, one
small tanker,

These actions have not been announced
in any previous Navy communique,

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 236

1. Tth AAF Liberators and Lightning
fighters, operating under the BStrategic
Air Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, attacked

U. S. SUBS
SINK 24
JAP VESSELS

airstrip Installations on Iwo Jima in the
Volcanoes on 15 January.

2. Assurance has been received that no
Frenchmen were lost in the sinking of the
French light cruiser Lamotte Picquet
(Communique 234).

3. Enemy facilities on Rota in the Ma-
rianas were strafed and bombed by the
4th Marine Aircraft Wing on the same
date.

4, 4th Marine Aircraft with fighters at-
tacked installations on Babelthuap in the
Palaus 15 and 16 January.

5. On 16 January Marine torpedo planes
and fighters struck at harbor facilities on
Yap in the western Carolines,

ADvANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LUZON—
Our naval units effectively bombed ,enemy
positions and installations at Rosario. . . .
Leyte; Motor-torpedo boats in the Ca-
motes Sea destroyed three enemy barges
and another probably. . . . Formosa:
Night reconnaissance bombers attacked
Okayama and the seaplane base at Toko,
causing large fuel fires and explosions.

CHUNGKING, 14th AAF communigue —
Fighter-bombers on 16 and 17 January
gwept the entire perimeter of Japanese-
occupied China. Thousands of tons of
Japanese shipping were destroyed.

19 JANUARY

U. 8. Pacific Fleet Communigque No. 237

1. Army Liberators of the Strategic Air
Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, bombed tar-
gets on Chichi Jima and Haha Jima in
the Bonins, starting fires among installa-
tions on both islands, on 17 January.

2. On the same date Army Liberators
also attacked the airstrip facilities on
Iwo Jima in the Volcanoes,

Marine Mitchells of the Strategic Air
Force made rocket attacks on two small
convoys north of the Bonins 18 January,
scoring hits on a medium cargo wvesse
and one other vessel. The attacks were
met with medium antiaircraft fire.

4. In operations over the China coast
on 13, 14 and 15 January our forces lost
22 carrier - based aircraft in combat.
(Communiques 234 and 236).

5. On 17 January 4th Marine Aireraft
Wing fighters and torpedo planes at=-
tacked targets in and around Arakabeson.

6. Installations on Yap in the western
Carolines were struck by torpedo planes
the same date.

Kanpy, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps com-
munique—Following ‘a naval, air and ar-
tillery bombardment our troops captured
a feature north of Kartha, on the Myebon

Peninsula,
20 JANUARY

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique No. 238

1. Army Liberators of the Strategic Air
Force, Pacific Ocean Areas, encountered
moderate antiaireraft fire while bombing
airstrips on Mareus Island 15 January.

2, During a rainstorm the night of 17
January two barges carrying about 64
enemy troops landed on Peleliu Island
from neighboring Japanese-held bases.
Forty-nine of the attackers were killed,
two taken prisoner and the remainder
surrounded by our forces. Last reports
were no damage was caused to our in-
stallations, !

3. Fighters of the 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing bombed installations on Urukthapel
in the Pala#us and struck at buildings and
small craft at Merir and Sonsorol Islands,
southwest of the Palaus, 17 January. On
the following day Marine Corsairs sank a
barge and launch and struck at a bridge
at Babelthuap.

4. On 18 January Marine torpedo
planes bombed enemy installations on
Yap, in the western Carolines.

b. Liberators of the 11th AAF bombed
Kurabu Saki at the southern end of Para-
mushiru Island in the Kurils 19 January.
Meager antiaircraft fire was encountered.

6. Neutralizing raids on enemy-held
bases in the Marshalls were continued by
planes of the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing.

ADVANCED HEADQUARTERS ON LUZON—
Leyte: Elements of our ground forces
have landed in the Camotes Islands mid-
way between Leyvte and Cebu., Minor
enemy air raids have been the only op-
position. Our light naval patrols de-
stroyed three enemy barges.

Kanny, Ceylon, 15th Indian Corps coin-
muni — Four enemy assault craft en-
ga our motor gunboats in Damngbon
Chaung, nine miles southeast of Myebon.
Two enemy craft were sunk, one was
probably gunk and one damaged.



Manpower

(Continued from page 16)

welfare and morale of the men of the
service.

By establishing a Planning & Con-
trol division, and freeing it from day-
to-day administrative problems, the
Bureau was able to get the beneiit of
long-range planning and to assign
responsibility for future operations.
Authority was decentralized, and chan-
nels to the top of the Bureau organiza-
tion narrowed, leaving the Chief and
Assistant Chief more free to deal with
basic policy and major decisions.

That these moves were sound would
appear from the faet that BuPers’ job
was done—certainly never done per-
fectly — but done. The changes also
resulted in greater efficiency in the use
of personnel within the Bureau itself.
During World War I there was an
average of 4 persons in the Bureau for
every 1,000 in the Navy. For the 10
years preceding 1942, the average was
between 3.5 and 4. The present ratio
is 1.7 persons in the Bureau to every
1,000 persons in the Navy.

Of the 5,000 people now at BuPers,
male officers number 833, or about 17%.
There were at one time 1,362 enlisted
men, but reorganization, efficient per-
sonnel management and a welcome in-
flux of Waves have enabled the Bureau
to “free a man for sea” to the tune of
almost 1,000 of them; the present num-
ber of enlisted men is down to 383,
mostly specialists. Wave personnel
now number 213 officers and 2,477 en-
listed Waves, and there are 1,411
civilian workers in the Bureau.

Looking Ahead

Main items on BuPers’ calendar
these days are four: (1) further de-
centralization, and better organization
of the Navy’s field agencies, such as
naval districts and service forces en-
gaged in personnel administration; (2)
improved methods for placement and
promotion of officers and men; (3) all
possible improvement in the job of

WIHATHSE [N A NAME?

CHARLEY NOBLE

A British merchant service cap-
tain, Charles Noble, is said to be
responsible for
the origin, about
1850, of this
nickname for the
galley smoke-
stack. It seems
that Captain
Noble, discover-
ing that the
stack of his
ship’s g?lley was
made of copper,
LST's Charley Noble gydered thsﬂ;p it
be kept bright. The ship’s crew
crew started referring to the stack
as the “Charley Noble,” and the
practice spread throughout the
British merchant service. It later
was taken up by the British ,and
American navies and is still in use.

T g

providing welfare and morale services
to the officers and men of the Navy;
(4) plans for the postwar Navy and
demobilization.

As far as the future transition from
war to peace goes, it’s impossible to
tell at this time what the precise na-
ture of the problems will be, but certain
of them do appear in broad outline and
are already receiving major attention.
These might be listed as:

The size and composition of the per-
sonnel of the regular Navy after the
war, This will of necessity depend in
large measure on the strategie require-
ments to which national policy will
commit the Navy. Alternative person-
nel plans have been drawn up and are
kept currently revised.

The number and type of Reserve
personnel to be taken into the Regular
Navy. The same points as above ap-
ply here too, and a board is now con-
vened to consider the regulations under
which  reserves will transfer to the
regular Navy, and the problem of or-
ganization of the Naval Reserve in the
postwar period. Serious attention is
being given to how to attract the best
type of Reserve officer and how to hold
for the Navy the interest and good-will
of those who return to civilian life.

The actual problem of demobiliza-
tion. In this field also the Navy has
prepared a series of alternative plans
developed from various assumptions as
to the size of the Navy to be retained
and the number of men to be de-

mobilized. Organization units have been -

established to discharge the legal and

i
L
lin

AW DD T ST ART?

SMOKING LAMP

In the days
before the mod-
ern cigaret
lighter, when
sailors couldn’t
carry matches
for reasons of
safety or scar-
city, lamps
from which a
man could get

a light were
hung in the fo'c’sle and other con-
venient places on shipboard. Smok-
ing aboard these ships of yesteryear
was restricted to specified periods
by the bosuns or deck officers who
ordered “Smoking lamp 1it” or
“Smoking lamp out.”

Today, the smoking lamp has
survived only as a figure of speech.
When the ofnicer of the deck says
“The smoking lamp is out” before
drills, refueling or taking ammuni-
tion, that is the Navy’s way of say-
ing “knock off smoking.”

AT

moral responsibilities of the Navy to
its discharged personnel, and experi-
mental demobilization centers have
been established and are now in opera-
tion. As the volume demobilization of
Army personnel will precede that of the
Navy, BuPers hopes to learn and profit
by the experience of the Army in this.

WHAT'S YOUR NAVAL 1.Q.?

1. With one exception all sentences
by courts-martial may be determined
by a majority of votes. Name the ex-
ception.

2, What U. S. naval hero said, “I
have not yet begun to fight”?

3. Which were closer to Tokyo: (a)
the U. S. warships which recently
shelled Paramushiru in the Kurils, or

(b) those which bombarded Chichi .

Jima in the Bonins?

4, The “prevailing westerlies” are
winds which blow: (a) toward the
west (b) from the west?

5. What is “laden in bulk”?

6. The drift of a ship caused by the
wind is called . . ..

7. What is “bright woodwork”?

8. Shown here is
the SEecialty mark
for the rating of

9. The island of
Okinawa, scene of
recent U. S. naval
action, is in the
(a) Philippines,
(b) Ryukyus, (c)
Voleanoes?

10. The first U. S. naval air station
was opened in 1914 on the site of an
abandoned Navy Yard at .. ..

11. Give the full titles for the rates
represented by these abbreviations:
(a) ACOMB, (b) ACBM, (c)
ACMMF.

12, Upon boarding a ship of the
U. S. Navy, the salute is first ren-

dered the officer of the deck or the
national ensign?

13. An enlisted man completes eight
years continuous service in the U. S.
Navy and receives his second Good
Conduct Award. He then has gold
service stripes sewed on his uniforms.
Is he correct or incorrect? Why?

14, The Battle of Manila Bay oc-
curred during the (a) Mexican War, -
(b) World War, (c¢) Spanish-
American War, (d) present conflict.

15. How many of the ribbons rep-
resenting campaigns and medals are
colored in horizontal stripes?

(Answers on page 70)

Seadust (NTC & ABD, Gulfport, Miss.)
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“in the actual citation which he receive
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Medal of Honor Awarded to Commanders
Of Submarine and Carrier Air Group

In ceremonies at the White House
last month President Roosevelt pre-
sented the Congressional Medal of
Honor to Comdr. Lawson P. Ramage,
USN, Lowville, N. Y., who commanded
his submarine from the bridge in a
46-minute surface duel with a heavily
escorted Jap convoy, and te Comdr.
David McCampbell, UsN, Los Angeles,
who shot down 34 Jap planes and
destroyed 20 more on the ground.

In a pre-dawn attack on a Japanese
convoy, Commander Ramage pen-
etrated the convoy’s screen and
launched a perilous surface attack
from his submarine on an enemy
freighter, A series of bow and stern
torpedoes sank the leading tanker and
damaged a second one. Exposed by
light of bursting flares and defiant of
shellfire overhead, the submarine
struck again, sinking a transport by
two forward reloads.

Commander Ramage, in the mount-
ing fire from the damaged tanker,
calmly ordered his men below and re-
mained on the bridge to fight it out
with an enemy disorganized and con-
fused. As the transport closed in to
ram the sub, Commander Ramage
swung the stern of the submarine as
she crossed the bow of the onrushing
ship, clearing her by less than 50 feet
but placing his sub in the deadly cross-
fire from escorts on all sides. He sent
three bow shots into the transport and
then scored a killing hit as a climax

COMMANDER RAMAGE receives Medal of H
President. Officer's parents and wife witness :e]]-::;:;:
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to 46 minutes of violent action. The
submarine and her crew retired un-
scathed.

Commander Ramage, first submar-
ine skipper to receive the Medal of
Honor while living, had previously
won the Navy Cross and a gold star
in lieu of a second Navy Cross for
heroic submarine action, and was CO
of the uss Trout, later lost, when that
submarine was awarded the Presiden-
tial Unit Citation.

Commander McCampbell, Comman-
der of Air Group 15, led his fighter
planes against a force of 80 Japanese
carrier-based aircraft bearing down on
our fleet during the Battle of the
Philippine Sea in June 1944, Striking
fiercely in defense of our surface
force, he personally destroyed seven
planes, while the outnumbering attack
forge was routed and virtually annihil-
ated.

During the Battle of the Philippines
in October, Commander McCampbell,
assisted by one plane, daringly at-
tacked a formation of 60 land-based
enemy aircraft. He shot down nine
Japs and forced the remainder to ab-
andon the attack before a single air-
craft could reach the fleet.

Commander MecCampbell previously
had won the Navy Cross, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and a gold star

in lieu of a second Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross. .

British Award Conferred
On 4 U. S. Naval Officers

Four U.S. naval officers have
been made Companions of the Dis-
tinguished Service Order of Great
Britain for distinguished service
in operations which resulted in the
capture of Sicily. They are Rear
Admiral Paul Hendren, USN,
Chapel Hill, N.C.; Commodore Rob-
ert W. Cary, UsN, San Francisco,
Calif.; Capt. Lorenzo S. Sabin Jr,,
U 8 N, Dallas, Tex., and Capt.
Charles Wellborn Jr., UsN, Los An-
geles, Calif. Rear Admiral Hend-
ren received the award from Ad-
miral James Somerville, RN, head
of the British Admiralty Delega-
tion, at presentation ceremonies in
Washington, D, C

Squadron Leader
Wins Four Medals

For heroism and extraordinary
achievement as leader of a squadron
of carrier-based fighter planes in op-
erations which resulted in the destruc-
tion of more than 130 Japanese air-
craft, Comdr. William A. Dean Jr.,
usN, Coronado, Calif.,, has been
awarded the Navy Cross, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross and gold stars
in lieu of second and third Distin-
guished Flying Crosses.

He received the Navy Cross for
leading fighter attacks on enemy air-
fields and fleet units during the Sai-
pan operation. On 11 June 1944 his

squadron shot down 23 enemy aircraft

Official U. S. Navy photographs

COMMANDER McCAMPBELL's Medal of Honor is
pinned on by his mother as his sister and President watch.



NAVY CROSS AWARDS

John E. Lee
Comdr.,

USN

| N

Thomas W. Hogan
Comdr.,

USN

Ciarene G. Campbell Jr.
Lieut., USNR Lieut.,

Photographs not available of Capt. William
Sle, USNR. See report of Line's citation in

in the Marianas and he shot down
four. On 20 June his squadron at-
tacked major units of the enemy fleet
and, in the face of intense antiair-
craft fire and -fighter opposition, he
personally scored a direct bomb hit on
a large enemy carrier,

For leading his squadron on a raid
on Kwajalein Atoll on 4 Dee. 1943,
in which he shot down one plane and
his squadron shot down four and de-
stroyed 11 more on the ground, he
was awarded the Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross.

Commander Dean won his second
Distinguished Flying Cross when, on
19 June 1944, he led his squadron di-
rectly into approaching formations of
enemy aircraft threatening major
units of our fleet in the Marianas Isl-
ands area. In air battles which lasted
several hours his squadron destroyed
52 enemy planes, of which he shot
down two. The enemy air attack was
disrupted and a major counter blow

i William A.
Comdr., USN

Lawrence T. DuBose
Rear Admiral, USN

Charles W. Nelson

Antone R. Gallaher
Comdr., USN

Dean Jr.

Eli T. Reich
Comdr., USN

John H. Line

USNR GM2e, USNR

V. O'Regan, USN, and Herman J. Teeter,
January INFORMATION BULLETIN, p. 59.

dealt the enemy carrier-borne air-
craft.

On 3 July 1944 in the Kazan Isl-
ands area his squadron destroyed 30
enemy planes on the ground. Then,
having lost his altitude advantage
during the attack, Commander Dean
fought his way through a vastly su-
perior number of enemy planes to
join his squadron, personally shooting
down three enemy fighters. For this
he was awarded a gold star in lieu of
a third Distinguished Flying Cross.

Seaman Cited for Taking
Charge of Sinking Ship

A seaman first class who took over
the command of a landing craft dur-
ing the Normandy invasion, when all
the officers had been wounded or
thrown clear by an explosion aboard,
has been awarded the Navy Cross.
Herman J. Teeter, Sle, USNR, Cone-

maugh, Pa., himself thrown overboard
by the explosion, swam back to the
sﬁip, climbed aboard, cut off the float
nets and then directed the abandon-
ment of the ship. Under his supervi-
sion members of the crew removed
wounded shipmates and aided the
wounded in the water until help ar-
rived.

Gold Star in Lieu of Third
NAYY CROSS

Y% Rear Admiral Laurence T. Du
Bose, usN. Annapolis, Md.: While in
command of a specially constituted
task group charged with a difficult
mission, his task group was attacked
repeatedly by large numbers of Jap-
anese aireraft. However, he fought his
group so skillfully that practically all
the attacking planes were destroyed.
His unfaltering determination, cour-
ageous and intelligent leadership con-
tributed materially to the accomplish-
ment of this difficult mission.

% Comdr. Thomas W. Hogan, USN,
Groton, Conn.: As commanding officer
of a submarine during a war patrol
in enemy-controlled waters his actions
and conduct were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Navy of the
United States.

Gold Star in Lieu of Second

NAVY CROSS

% Comdr. Antone R. Gallaher, usN,
Newport, R. I.: As commanding officer
of a submarine he skillfully penetrated
a strong enemy escort screen to
launch torpedo attacks which resulted
in the sinking of enemy wvessels total-
ing 24,000 tons. His skillful evasive
tactics enabled him to avoid severe
enemy counterattacks and successfully
bring his ship to port.

% Comdr, Thomas W. Hogan, usN,
Groton, Conn.: While commanding a
submarine during the third war patrol
of that vessel he delivered aggressive
submerged torpedo attacks upon two
heavily escorted enemy convoys, sink-
ing two vessels and damaging an-
other. He also succeeded in sinking
an enemy sailing vessel with gunfire.
% Comdr, John E. Lee, UsN, San
Diego, Calif.: As commanding officer
of a submarine he penetrated enemy
air and surface escort screens to
launch brilliantly planned torpedo at-
tacks which resulted in the sinking of
an enemy warship and other enemy
ships. His skillful evasive tactics en-
abled him to avoid damage to his ship
and bring her back to port.

NAVY CROSS

% Capt. William V. O‘Regan, usN,
New London, Conn.: As a submarine
commander in the Pacific from 14
June to 1 Aug. 1944 his capable per-
formance of duty resulted in severe
damage to the enemy, His efforts
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NAVY CROSS cont.

during this period contributed mate-
rially to the succéssful prosecution of
the war against the Japanese.

% Comdr. Eli T. Reich, usN, Washing-
ton, D. C.: While commanding a sub-
marine he penetrated strong enemy
escort screens and succeeded in sink-
ing enemy ships totaling over 19,000
tons. In addition, a well conducted
gun attack destroyed a 100-ton enemy
sampan. He skillfully evaded serious
damage by depth-charging and
brought his ship to port.

¥ Lieut. Clarence G. Campbell Jr.,
Us Pelham Manor, N. Y. (posthu-
mously) : As pilot of a torpedo plane
attached to the uss Hornet in the vie-
inity of the Marianas on 4 Aug. 1944
he pressed home a determined attack
on a large enemy destroyer. When
his torpedo failed to release he made
a second, daring run, accurately scor-
ing a direct hit amidships and leaving
the hostile vessel in a sinking condi-
tion. Forced to land on the water as
a result of the severe damage inflicted
on his craft, he skillfully set his plane
down on heavy seas without injury to
his crewmen, before he himself suc-
cumbed.

% Lieut. Charles W. Nelson, USNR,
New Orleans, La. (posthumously):
Leading a division of carrier-based
torpedo bombers against the Japan-
ese fleet west of the Marianas on 20
June 1944 he faced terrific opposition
to launch an attack on an enemy car-
rier. He led his planes down through
the clouds at high speed, holding his
course through the intense fire of the
carrier, a battleship and a screen of
several cruisers and destroyers, and
dropped his torpedo on a course
straight and true to his target. Hit
by antiaircraft fire, his plane went
into a steep bank, burst into flames

and crashed into the sea.

Gold Star in Lieu of Third
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

% Lt. Gen. Holland M. Smith, usmc,
Washington, D. C.: While Command-
ing General of Expeditionary Troops
comprising all troops of the Army,
Marine Corps and Navy attached to
the assault and garrison forces dur-
ing the capture of the southern

: Marianas Islands,
24 May to 14 Aug.
1944, and while in
direct command of
the northern troops
and landing forces
during the capture
of Saipan, he ren-
dered most distin-
guished service.
His plans for the
organization and
supply of troops,
his indoctrination
and training of
them and his tac-
tical plans for landing and for combat
all showed his mastery of amphibious
warfare. His tactical handling and
leadership of troops during tough
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Gen, Smith

ﬁg'hl:inggh proclaim his generalship to

the highest degree.

DISTINGUISHED SERYICE MEDAL

% Read Admiral Freeland A. Daubin,
vusN, Washington, D. C.: As Com-
mander Submarines, Atlantic Fleet.
from March 1942 to November 1944,
he was largely responsible for excel-
lent training procedures carried out
in the intensive schooling of officers
and crews for many of the fleet sub-
marines. Through %is initiative and
professional skill he has contributed
to the splendid results of our submar-
ine operations.

Gold Star in Lieu of Third
LEGION OF MERIT

% Capt. Charles Wellborn Jr, USN,
Washington, D. C.: As chief of staff
to an amphibious group commander
prior to and during the invasion of a
Japanese-held island in the Pacific
from December 1943 to April 1944 he
was responsible for the effective or-
anization of members of the staff
uring the preparatory phase of the
operations, By his capable assistance
in coordinating and training all units
of a task force carrying out the in-
vasion activities, he contributed es-
sentially to the success of the assault.

Gold Star in Lieu of Second
LEGION OF MERIT

% Capt. Ross A. Dierdorff, usN, An-
napolis, Md.: As commander of a task
unit and commanding officer of the
vss Elizabeth C. Stanton during the
invasion of Italy, by his training,
planning and exemplary performance
under fire enabled the troops and sup-

Army Colonel Decorated
For Service With Fleet

Col. George S. Eckhardt, Usa,
Viroqua, Wise.,, who served as
Army officer on the staff of Com-
mander 5th Fleet from 5 Aug.
1943 until 30 Nov. 1944, has been
awarded a gold star in lieu of a
second Legion of Merit. Colonel
Eckhardt participated in the occu-
pations of Gilbert, Marshall and
Marianas Islands, in sea and air
strikes in the Central Pacific and
in the Battle of the Philippine Sea.
During these operations he main-
tained close . liaison with ground
foree staffs concerned and was ever
at hand to advise the fleet com-
mander in matters concerning the
Army and amphibious and ground
force operations,

plies of his task unit to be landed
promptly. Throughout a critical
period he gallantly fought his ship,
accomplished his mission and with-
drew his unit with minimum casual-
ties to personnel.

% Capt. Elton W. Grenfell, usN, Hono-
lulu, Oahu, T. H.: As strategic plan-
ning officer on the staff of Commander,
Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet from
12 Dec. 1942 to 17 Aug. 1944 he con-
tributed materially to the success of
our submarine operations in enemy
waters which resulted in very severe
damage to the enemy.

+ Capt. Ruthven E. Libby, usn, Spo-
kane, Wash.: As commander of the
screen of naval attack forces engaged
in operations for
the capture of Sai-
pan and Tinian, 15
June to Aug.
1944, ]c'ie ex&arciseﬂ
sound judgment
and skill in draw-
ing up plans for
the protection of
our forces. In di-
recting these diffi-
cult operations he
prgvent_ed el}emy
submarines rom .
penetrating  t he Capt. Libby

screen or damaging any of our vessels.

LEGION OF MERIT

%Rear Admiral Joseph F. Farley,
vsce, Alexandria, Va.: As District
Coast Guard Officer of the 8th Naval
Distriet from June
1942 to December
1943 he safe-
guarded the many
ports in this dis-
trict during a par-
ticularly dangerous
period of the war.
He worked with un-
tiring zeal and
brilliant initiative
to direct the train-
ing and equipping
of port security or-
ganizations. De-
spite the complex-
ity of his tasks he developed superbly
trained groups which insured the se-
curity of every ship and port under
his command.

% Rear Admiral Samuel P. Ginder,
Usn, Tallahassee, Fla.: As commander
of a task group during operations in
the Marshall Islands from 29 Jan. to
22 Feb. 1944 the performance of his
task group was outstanding. The sup-
port given to our landing forces con-
tributed materially to the successful
capture and occupation of Kwajalein
and Eniwetok,

% Rear Admiral Lyndon Spencer,
vusc@, Hamilton, N. Y.: As command-
ing officer of the wSs Bayfield, the
flagship of Rear Admiral Don P.
Moon, UsN, commander of Task Force
U, he rendered every conceivable aid
to his commander and the force, a
great deal of which was beyond that
to be normally expected. The invalu-
able support rendered by the Bayfield

et

Admiral Farley



was a direct result of his exceptional
leadership, ability and devotion to

dulg.
% Brig. Gen. David L. 8. Brewster,
usMmc, Owings Mills, Md.: As chief of
staff of the administrative command
of Fleet Marine Forces, Pacific, from
9 June to 24 Aug. 1944 he rendered
invaluable assistance in the operation
of a new administrative command. He
skillfully coordinated the numerous
and varied functions of the command,
relieving the combat forces of many
problems during tactical operations in
the Marianas Islands.
% Commodore William H. Hamilton,
USN, Arlington, Va.: As commander
of a fleet air wing operating from 27
May 1943 to 1 Oct. 1944 in the Atlan-
tie, the Bay of Biscay offensive and the
English Channel offensive, his personal
leadership, energy and ability were a
source of inspiration to the aircrews.
His untiring efforts contributed mate-
rially to the uninterrupted support of
the Allied armies during the assembly
in the United Kingdom and subse-
quent invasion of the European con-
tinent.
% Capt, James D. Barner, usN, Chevy
Chase, Md.: As commanding officer of
the Naval Station, Astoria, Ore., and
the CVE pre-commissionin% detail
from 10 Feb. to 8 July 1943 he main-
tained difficult and heavy schedules
throughout this difficult period. He
was responsible for the outfitting,
commissioning and preparing of many
escort carriers and handled the count-
less details of assembly and installa-
tions of equipment expeditiously and
with thoroughness,
% Capt. William S. Campbell, usN,
New York, N.Y.: As commanding offi-
cer of the Uss Anne Arundel prior to
and during the invasion of southern
France he brought his ship through
prescribed routes to the proper un-
loading point and expeditiously car-
ried out the vital disembarkation at
the scheduled time. His able conduct
of this task contributed materially to
the effective establishment of the
beachhead and to the overall success
of the invasion. x
¥ Capt. Wallace M. Dillon, USN,
Washington, D. C.: As commanding
officer of an aireraft carrier during
operations in the Western Pacific,
6 through 24 Sept. 1944, he contributed
atly toward administering several
ecisive and costly defeats upon the
enemy. His aggressive and determined
character was a source of great in-
spiration to his officers and men.

British Honor U. S. Naval
Officer and Two CPOs

For outstanding assistance and
cooperation during salvage opera-
tions in Tunisia a lieutenant and
two enlisted men of the U.S. Navy
have been made honorary members
of the Order of the British Empire
(Military). They are Lieut. Leo R.
Brown, USN, San Diego, Calif.;
Thomas B. Hudgins, CMM, USNR,
Indianapolis, Ind.,, and Floyd B.
Stufflebeam, CSF, U 8 N R, Wood
River, Il

DECORATED BY BRAZIL: Capt. George W.
McKean, USCG, commanding officer of a
troop transport, is awarded the Medal of
Military Merit by President Getulio Vargas

of Brazil. The award was made by the
Brazilian Government for Captain McKean's
safe transporting of Brazilian troops to the
European war theater.

% Capt, James C. Guillot, usN, Pon-
tiac, Mich.: As commander of a land-
ing craft flotilla during the invasion
of southern France he developed a
high state of combat readiness in ships
and personnel under his command
during the preparatory phases of the
assault. As deputy commander of an
assault group he assembled and dis-
patched the assault boat waves to the
beach and contributed materially to
the success of the operation and early
establishment of the Allied armies.
% Capt. John P. Heath, usN, Camden,
S. C.: As Force Aviator of the Wes-
tern Naval Task Force, by his skill
and tireless devotion to duty he co-
ordinated the operations of the sea
and air forces prior to and during the
invasion of Normandy.

+% Col. Kenneth A. Inman, usmc, Pul-
aski, N. Y.: As commanding officer of
a service group attached to the 1st
Marine Amphibious Corps during op-
erations at Bouganville from 15 Nov.
to 15 Deec. 1943 he performed his
duties with sound judgment and out-
standing skill. His untiring enthu-
siasm and devotion to duty contri-
buted materially to the success of our
forees in this vital war area.

% Capt. Robert W. Morse, USN, Coro-
nado, Calif.: As Aviation Officer on
the staff of Commander, 5th Fleet,
from 6 Aug. 1943 to 15 Dec. 1944, he
participa in the invasions of the
Gilbert, Marshall and Marianas Isl-
ands and the Battle of the Philippine
Sea. He planned meticulously for
these operations and was ever at hand
to advise the Commander, 5th Fleet,
in aviation matters. His industry,
ability and understanding of the tac-
tical employment of airecraft contrib-
uted to the success of these opera-
tions.

% Capt. Henry A. Seiller, vsN, Syra-
cuse, N. Y. (posthumously) : As plan-
ning officer and later as production
officer of the Navy Yard, Philadelphia,
Pa., from 8 July 1940 to 23 Sept.
1944 he excercised keen foresight and
superior technical knowledge in the
planning and construction of battle-

R

ships, cruisers, aireraft carriers, es-
cort vessels and landing craft, and in
the conversion and overhaul of various
types of combatant ships. By his tire-
less efforts, forceful leadership and in-
spiring devotion to duty, he was re-
sponsible in large measure for the ex-
peditious completion of each assigned
task during a vital period.

% Capt. Russell S. Smith, us~N, North
Hollywood, Calif.: While serving as
gunnery officer and assistant .opera-
tions officer on the staff of Com-
mander, 5th Fleet, from 5 Aug. 1943
to 8 Dec. 1944 he participated in the
meticulous planning for many opera-
tions and was ever at hand to advise
the commander in the use of all offen-
sive and defensive weapons. During
this period forces under the command
of the 5th Fleet captured and occu-
pied positions in the Gilbert, Marshall
and Marianas Islands; secured control
of the sea and air in the Central Pa-
cific, and successfully met and de-
feated enemy fleet units in the Battle
of the Philippine Séa.

% Capt. John P. W. Vest, vsw, Ste-
vensville, Md.: As commander of a
task group in the Atlantic Fleet from
November 1943 to November 1944 he
was a forceful and inspiring leader.
Duuntless in performance of duty, he
directed the operations of his com-
mand with vigor and determination,
making it possible for his fighting
forces to sink a notable number of
German submarines.

% Comdr. (then Lt. Comdr.) Charles
W. Brewer, usN; Tulsa, Okla. (miss-
ing in action): As commanding offi-
cer of an aircraft squadron in the At-
lantic area from March to December
1943 he displayed superb airmanship
and indomitable fighting spirit. He
skillfully directed his squadron in -re-
peated attacks against the enemy,
which resulted in the destruction of
several German submarines.

+ Comdr. (then Lt. Comdr.) Briscoe
Chipman, USN, Coral Gables, Fla.:
During the amphibious assault on
Italy he commanded the beach identi-
fication group of a major task force,
placing guide boats with unerring ac-
curacy in positions to mark the proper
approaches to the shore. By his in-
spirinﬁ leadership and sound judg-
ment he contributed in large measure
to the success of the landing forces.

HEY FELLOWS
COOKIES I

(See page 61)
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LEGION OF MERIT cont

% Comdr, Edward H. Eckelmeyer Jr.,
usN, Philadelphia, Pa.: While serving
as commanding officer of the uss
Biscayne during the invasion of Sal-
erno he directeg the operations of his
ship, the ﬂagship of a major task
force, with distinetive skill and cour-
age. His vessel also gave close-in gun-
fire support and antiaircraft defense
for landing craft. As a result of his
untiring energy and bravery, the Bis-
cayne functioned at all times in a
highly satisfactory and efficient man-
ner despite frequent attacks by enemy
aireraft and heavy fire from hostile

guns.

% Comdr. William A. Fly, usn, Sum-
mit, Miss.; Comdr. Roland B. Van-
asse, USN, Anthony, R. L; Comdr.
John H. Willis, vsN, Richmond Va.;
and Lt. Comdr. Harold T. Cameron,
USNR, Staten Island, N. Y.: As com-
manding officers of vessels taking part
in the invasion of southern France
they organized and trained their ships
and boat groups to load, transport and
land the embarked Army assault units
on the invasion beaches. By skillful
seamanship and aggressive coordina-
tion they expeditiously carried out the
vital disembarkation and landing of
assault elements at the scheduled time.
Y Comdr, John 8. Mosher, USNR,
Princeton, N. J.: While serving with
the Tth Amphibious Force he obtained
vital hydrographic data on the New
Guinea area and prepared accurate
maps and charts. He obtained the re-
quired information concerning enemy
Japanese installations skillfully from
aerial phetographs, His keen foresight
enabled the planning section to pro-
vide for all contingencies.

% Comdr, William B. Perkins, USN,
Bon Air, Va.: As commanding officer
of a submarine during a war patrol
he withstood the constant danger of
aerial bombing to accomplish his as-
signed mission in a most efficient man-
ner. His skillful evasive tactics in
avoiding detection by enemy antisub-
marine measures enabled him to bring
his ship safely to port.

% Lieut. George 8. Smith, UsNR, Sal-
isbury, Md.: As second pilot of a
Navy patrol plane in action against
an enemy submarine in the Atlantic
he rendered gallant service during the
aggressive depth-charge attack. He
contributed materially to the severe
damaging and probable sinking of the
hostile vessel,

% Aldo F. Avidano, CPhM, UsNR,
San Francisco, Calif.: While attached
to the Uss Seer on the occasion of the
sinking of the uss Skill off the Gulf
of Salerno he
worked tirelessly
and with unwaver-
ing determination
to ecare for the
wounded. He skill-
fully treated ma-
jor fractures and
severe cuts and
burns and admin-
istered effective
first aid for shock.
By his prompt ac-
tion, expert pro-
fessional ability
and unselfish ef-
forts on behalf of his shipmates, he

Page 60

Avidano, CPhM

contributed in large measure to the
probable saving of many lives.

Gold Star in Lieu of Third
SILVER STAR MEDAL

% Comdr. Norvell G. Ward, usN, Roa-
noke, Va.: As executive officer, navi-
gator and assistant approach officer
of a submarine on 10 Dec. 1941 when
his ship suffered severe damage from
enemy bombs and resultant fire dur-
ing the destruction of Cavite Navy
Yard by superior enemy forces, his
zeal, inspiring leadership and untiring
efforts assisted his commanding officer
in extinguishing a raging fire; and for
five days under daily air attack, as-
sisted in repairing and getting his
ship ready for sea. Later, his out-
standing skill as assistant approach
officer, his gallant leadership and suc-
cessful navigation in strange and con-
fined waters, contributed directly to
the sinking of more than 53,000 tons
of enemy shipping and the damaging
of more than 10,000 tons of other en-
emy shipping.

Gold Star in Lieu of Second
SILVER STAR MEDAL

w Lt. Comdr. Herbert I. Mandel, usN,
New London, Conn.: As assistant ap-
proach officer in a submarine, his ex-
cellent judgment and thorough knowl-
edge of attack problems assisted his
commanding officer materially in con-
ducting successful torpedo attacks
against heavily escorted enemy ship-
ping and combatant units which re-
sulted in the sinking of 17,000 tons
of enemy shipping. His efficiency and
coolness contributed much to the sue-
cess of his ship in evading severe en-
emy counter measures.

y Lieut. William L. Smith, USNR,
New London, Conn.: In his perform-
ance of duty in a submarine during a
war patrol his conduct throughout was
an inspiration to officers and men.

L & K¢

SILYER STAR MEDAL

% Capt. Miles H. Imlay, uUscG, New
London, Conn.: As deputy commander
of an assault group in the invasion of
Normandy, undaunted by heavy en-
emy fire he took station close to shore
and coolly and promptly made spot de-
cisions on reorganization, grouping
and dispatching of craft to the beach.
Subsequently placed in charge of op-
erations afloat as assistant to the
naval officer in charge of one of the
beaches, he discharged his duties with
distinctive professional ability. His
brilliant leadership, broad knowledge
of tactical warfare and gallant devo-
tion to duty were essential factors in
the success of our invasion operations.
“ Lt. Comdr. Laurence B. Green, USN,
New York, N. Y.: On the night of 29
April 1944, as officer in tactical com-
mand of a patrol of two motor tor-
pedo boats, he carried out an attack

on four enemy barges in Nightingale
Bay near Wewak, New Guinea. Al-
though painfully wounded in the head,
he pressed home in the face of enemy
fire an attack which sank all four
barges, killing numerous. enemy per-
sonnel and destroying all the equip-
ment with which the barges were
loaded.

% Lt. Comdr (then Lieut.) Daniel E.
Henry, vsn, Lincoln Park, Pa.: As
executive officer of a warship torpe-
doed in a night engagement off Vella
Lavella 6 Oct. 1943, he quickly evalu-
ated extent of damage despite devast-
ating wreckage and failure of the com-
munication and light system. Exer-
cising great skill, thorough knowledge
of the ship and ingenious resourceful-
ness, he worked tirelessly in the dark-
ness, supervising salvage operations,
control of damage and evacuation of
the wounded; and contributing mate-
rial%y to returning the vessel safe to
port.

% Lt. Comdr. William A. Overton,
USNR, Baltimore, Md.: In the perform-
ance of his duties in a submarine dur-
ing a war patrol, his conduct through-
out was an inspiration to officers and
men.

% Lt. Comdr. Alvin H., Tutt, UsN,
De Queen, Ark.: His presence of mind
and disregard for his own safety in
remaining aboard the sinking LST 314
on 6 June 1944, to lash together all
floatable gear, was responsible for sav-
ing the lives of many officers and men.
While in the water with the survivors,
his indomitable spirit, encouragement
and exam?lle were instrumental in pre-
serving the will to stay afloat until
arrival of rescue vessel,

% Lieut. Paul M. Henderson, USNE,
Lakeland, Fla. (missing in aection):
While piloting a carrier-based plane
over Iwo Jima on 15 June 1944, Lieut.
Henderson was attacked by an over-
whelming number of Japanese air-
craft. Engaging them in fierce com-
bat and, fighting persistently and with
outstanding skill, he blasted four
from the sky.

% Lieut. William H. McCorkle, (ChC),
USNR, Kingsport, Tenn.: Attached to
a Marine defense battalion on Boug-
ainville 1 Nov. 1943, he voluntarily
went to the assistance of a corpsman
who was administering medical aid
to a wounded marine. When the corps-
man was killed, although sustaining
a wound himself, Lieut. MecCorkle
evacuated the injured marine to safety
and returned immediately to the front
lines,

% Lieut. Arthur W, Newlon, UsN,
Baltimore, Md.: As gunnery officer of
a vessel during a war patrol in en-
emy-controlled waters, his conduct
throughout was an inspiration to of-
ficers and men.

% Lieut. Robert G. Oshorne, USNR,
Knoxville, Tenn.: As naval gunfire
liaison officer in the invasion of Sicily
10-11 July 1943, Lieut. Osborne com-
pletely disregarded his own safety, ad-
vancing with the invasion forces in
the face of intense enemy opposition,
and, by his expert skill, sound judg-
ment and splendid initiative, provided
information vital to the effectiveness
of the supporting gunfire. He thereby
contributed materially to the success
of this hazardous mission.

% Lieut. William L. Smith, usNg, New




London, Conn.: His performance of
duty against the enemy at his battle
station in a submarine during three
successful war patrols resulted in the
sinking of an important amount of en-
emy shipping,

* Lt. (jg) William J. Godfrey, Jr.,
USNR, Manitowoe, Wisc.: As diving of-
ficer of a submarine, his high degree
of skill and precise
control of depth
materially assisted
in delivering ag-
gressive and suc-
cessful torpedo at-
tacks which re-
sulted in the sink-
& ing of more than
¢ 22,000 tons and the
damaging of more
than 20,000 other
tons of enemy ship-
ping. His high de-
gree of efficiency
and coolness in
emergencies contributed much to his
ship’s successful evasion of enemy
counterattacks.

“ John E. Ball, CBM, UsN, 'Valdosta,
Ga.: As a member of a special recon-
naissance party, Ball showed utter
disregard of personal safety.. His
fearless performance of duty was in
keeping with the highest traditions of
the naval service.

% Charles M. Bragan, CEM, UsN,
Houlton, Me.: During a submarine
war patrol, his careful training of the
electrical force was of greatest benefit
in maintaining the electrical plant at
highest efficiency. His skillful opera-
tion of the controllers was instn_l-
mental in enabling his vessel to avoid
being rammed by an enemy vessel. He
contributed distinctly to the success of
a commendable patrol under adverse
weather conditions and against strong
air and surface craft. _

% Leslie J. Lindhe, CPhM, vusN, High-
land, N. Y.: As a member of the crew
in a submarine, his professional abil-
ity, exceptional skill and tireless de-
votion to duty were of utmost assist-
ance to the success of his vessel’s pa-
trol during which the ship sank more
than 17,000 tons of enemy shipping.
His cool efficiency and leadership con-
tributed much to the success of the
ship in evading severe enemy counter-
measures,

% Frank D. Richmond Jr., CSM, USN,
Houston, Tex.: During three war pa-
trols of a submarine, Richmond’s ser-
viees on the bridge were invaluable

Lt. Godfrey

U. S. Navy Captain Given
High Peruvian Decoration

For his service as chief of staff
and aide to the commandant of the
15th Naval District, Balboa, C. Z.,
Capt. Damon E. Cummings, USN,
Park Ridge, Ill.,, has been awarded
the Orden Militar de Ayacucho, one
of Peru’s highest decorations. Cap-
tain Cummings, who also holds the
Military Order of Avis from Por-
tugal and the Medal of Distinetion
from Nicaragua, is now command-
ing officer of the V-12 unit at
Dartmouth College and Medical
School, Hanover, N, H.

in the successful prosecution of night
attacks which sank or damaged a
large tonnage of enemy shipping.

% Van L. Sadler, CPhM, vUsSN, San
Rafael, Calif.: While out on patrol
with a Marine company on Guadal-
canal 8 Nov. 1942, he rushed to the
aid of a wounded man and success-
fully evacuated him to a nearby fox-
hole where he administered medical
treatment. His courageous
contributed to the saving of a life.

% William P. Vrba,
CEM, usn, Kirk-
land, Ill.: As chief
electrician’s mate
in charge of the
electrical  depart-
ment of a submar-
ine during an ag-
gressive and highly
successful war pa-
trol, his conduct
throughout was in
keeping with the
highest traditions
of the naval ser-

vice.
% Harold F. Whitehead, CBM, usN,
Wilbur, Ore.: As coxswain of a tank
lighter in the amphibious assault at
Salerno he unhesitatingly assumed the
responsible duties when the boat of-
ficer of his craft was seriously
wounded. He skillfully piloted the
boat to the assifgned landing point,
effecting successful, expeditious un-
loading of vital cargo. Later, he vol-
unteered to serve as coxswain of a
tank landing craft which had lost
many of its crew.
% Eugene R. Bambrick, SFlc USNR,
Syracuse, N. Y.: When troops were
preparing to disembark from his ship,
LST 336, during the invasion of Italy,
Bambrick observed a small unexploded
bomb lying in front of the ramp and,
with utter disregard for his own
safety, picked up the dangerous mis-
sile and threw it into the sea. Later,
subjected to intense enemy machine-
gun fire, he again risked his life in a
valiant attempt to light smoke pots
on the beach to screen ships and un-
loading operations.
% Rommy B. Boyle, WTle, usN,
Springfield, T1l.: While serving aboard
the Uss Duncan off Savo Island on the
night of 11 Oct. 1942 he made per-
sistent attempts to prevent the spread
of fires around a fire room. With ut-
ter disregard for his own safety he
succeeded in clearing flames away
from the escape hatch of an engine
room long enough to permit its crew
to effect a safe exit.
% James C. Bridges, BM1e, usn, May-
nardville, Tenn.: As coxswain of a
landing boat during the amphibious
assault at Salerno, Bridges, on his sec-
ond trip to the beach with troops,
found that a large number of boats
and amphibious trucks were being
held off by extremely heavy artillery
fire. Realizing the consequences of de-
lay, he fearlessly directed his boat
through the barrage, inspiring the
waiting craft to follow and reestab-
lish an essential flow of traffic.
% Edmund M. F. Buffiington, Jr.,
MM1e, USNR, Shiremanstown, Pa.: As
a member of a naval combat demoli-
tion unit assigned to clear enemy ob-
stacles from the beach in the Nor-
mandy invasion, - Buffington was in

Vrba, CEM

action -

large part responsible for success of
the crew in blowing a 50-yard gap
through the seaward band of obstacles.
When the man assigned to carry the
equipment was unable to fulfill his
duties, Buffiington himself took it.
% John L. Farris, MoMMlc, USNR,
Gastonia, N. C.: As a member of the
1st Beach Battalion during landing
operations south of
Salerno 15 Sept.
1943, he voluntar-
ily assisted British
forees in relieving
the congestion of
vehicles which were
stalled because of
inadequate exits,
although the area
was constantly sub-
jected to a devastat-
ing barrage. When
an Army bulldozer
arrived, Farris
steadfastly re-
mained to assist in fastening tow-
cables although many of the machines
received direct hits while leaving the
landing craft.
¥ Charles W. Giger, BMile, USN,
Pittsfield, Ill.: As coxswain of the

ide boat leading an assault wave to
the beach at Salerno 9-10 Sept. 1943,
he piloted the boats to a successful,
expeditious landing despite intense
enemy fire and the attack of a vicious-
ly strafing plane. His skillful direction
of machine-gun fire scored numerous
hits on enemy aircraft.

Chester T. Hall, GM1c, USNR, Bur-
ank, Calif.: As a member of a naval
combat demolition unit which parti-
cipated in the Normandy invasion, he
successfully completed his mission in
the face of heavy gunfire and then
directed incoming craft to the beach,
exposing himself on numerous occa-
sions,
% Edward J. Jackson, BM1le, usn,
Duryea, Pa.: As coxswain of a land-
ing boat in the amphibious assault at
Sicily he skillfully landed his damaged
boat on the assigned beach in the first
assault wave and, despite heavy fire,
carried out an important hydrographic
survey, obtaining information vital to
efficiency of subsequent landings.
Y% William T. Marshall, CMle, USNR,
Port Penn, Del.: As a member of the
1st Beach Battalion during the am-

Farris, MocMM ¢
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Page 61



SILVER STAR MEDAL cont.

hibious invasion south of Salerno 15
ept. 1943, Marshall volunteered to
man a vital position on the beach and
signal our landing craft to successful
disembarkation. Through a direct line
of hostile artillery fire, he went to his
post and remained steadfast until all
landing craft were properly beached.
% Ira L. Miller, Jr., BMlc, USN, Free-
man, W. Va.: As coxswain of a land-
ing boat in the amphibious assault on
Sicily he displayed alert presence of
mind, when his boat was riddled by
machine-gun fire and shrapnel, by
plugging the holes with pegs and life
preservers. Later, attacked from the
air, he and his crew persisted in ef-
forts to refloat the sunken craft un-
til blown overboard by the concussion
of a nearby bomb explosion. Miller
returned to the boat and, finding it
beyond repair, disregarded his own
safety to salvage all guns and equip-
ment possible.

% Henry E. Burris, GM2c, USNR,
Louisville, Ky.: During the invasion
of Southern France, Burris served
aboard the LCT 452, which was dam-
aged by shore batteries when it fi-
nally beached after six unsuccessful
attempts. Fires were started in an
ammunition stowage and Burris en-
tered the flaming locker, effectively
fought the fires and disposed of four
cases of machine-gun ammunition,
thereby eliminating a source of seri-
ous damage to his craft and probable
casualties to the crew.

% Ralph Hall, BM2¢, USNR, Glendale,
Ariz.: As a volunteer member of a
special reconnaissance party on a
dangerous and vital mission, Hall ut-
- terly disregarded his own personal
safety.
+ William J. Hanstein, BM2c¢, USNR,
Philadelphia, Pa.: As coxswain of a
support boat during the amphibious
assault at Salerno he maneuvered his
boat skillfully and with aggressive
determination to direct an accurate
rocket barrage against hostile instal-
lations and rendered invaluable assist-
ance to the scout officer aboard his
craft in locating proper landing
beaches and guiding assault waves.
% William V. Hoppins, QMZ2e, USNR,
Jeffersonville, Ind.: When his vessel
—LCI (L) 220—grounded on an un-
charted sand bar during the amphi-
bious assault on Sicily he volunteered
to swim through the surf with life
lines and anchors, thereby contribut-
ing materially to the successful land-
ing of troops.

% Everett B. Tryce, BM2c, USNR,
Greenwood, Del.: As coxswain of a
landing boat during the amphibious
assault at Salerno he skillfully ma-
neuvered his eraft into position when
it was strafed by a hostile plane while
retracting from the beach during ini-
tial landing operations, and thereby
enabled his gunner to deliver a direct
hit and destroy the enemy aircraft.
% Franket A. Young, EM2c¢, USNR,
Philadelphia, Pa.: During the inva-
sion of southern France, he served
aboard the LCT 452 which was dam-
aged by shore batteries when it fi-
nally beached after six unsuccessful
attempts. Fires were started in an
ammunition stowage and Young en-
tered the flaming locker, effectively
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fought the fires and disposed of four
cases of machine-gun ammunition,
thereby eliminating a source of seri-
ous damage to his craft and probable
casualties to the crew.

% Elmer R. Bernson, MoMMa3e, USN,
Denver, Colo.: As throttleman on an
LCT in the invasion of Normandy, he
was severely wounded by fragments of
a 57 mm. shell, but continued to oper-
ate the throttles while the craft was
being beached and retracted and,
with the aid of the helmsman, head-
ed her seaward before he finally col-
lapsed at his post from loss of blood.
% Emmet L. Carpenter, CM3ec, USNR,
Austin, Tex.: As a volunteer member
of a special reconnaissance party on
a dangerous and vital mission, he ut-
terly disregarded his own personal
safety.

% Alphonse L. DeMareo, Cox., USNR,
Providence, R. I.: When a premature
explosion burst the barrel of a 20
mm. gun aboard his ship during the
Italian invasion and caused serious
fires to break out near the ready am-
munition, DeMarco observed the im-
minent danger from his station at an
adjoining gun, and promptly smoth-
ered the flames with a blanket before
they could reach the exposed shells.
% Hansen E. Farmer, Cox., USNR,
Nashville, Tenn.: As helmsman of an
LCT in the invasion of Normandy
he was wounded by fragments of a
57 mm. shell but maintained his post
at the helm -all the while the craft
was being beached, retracted and
headed seaward -again.

% Warren Hunter, Cox., USNR, Bea-
verdale, Pa.: Although his LST was
subjected twice to heavy enemy shell-
fire and bembing attacks while beach-
ing in the Gulf of Salerno to dis-
charge vital cargo during the inva-
sion of Italy, Hunter steadfastly
maintained an exposed position at the
elevator controls and skillfully assist-
ed in the unloading of supplies.

+w Edward L. Studstill, GM3e, UsN,
Ft. Myers, Fla.: During a submarine
patrol in enemy-controlled waters he
detected two separate convoys at ex-
treme range with the result that five
enemy ships totalling many thousands
of tons were sunk.

% Jack C. Wilson, Cox., USNR, Jack-
sonville, Fla.: As coxswain of a land-
ing boat in the Sicilian invasion he
went to the aid of a wounded com-
rade, administered first aid and di-
rected his removal to a place protect-
ed from hostile fire. Performing his
essential duties with outstanding skill
throughout subsequent landing opera-
tions, Wilson later returned the help-
less shipmate to his wvessel.

*Addie Zglobis, Cox., USNR, Taftville,
Conn.: During the invasion of Italy
he was coxswain of a landing boat
loaded with ammunition, which was
hit and set afire by enemy shells.
Zglobis promptly initiated fire-fight-
ing measures and fought the fire
without regard for his own safety
until concussion of another shell blew
him overboard.

Y Earl M. Berthiaume, Slc, USNR,
Marlboro, Mass.: During an enemy
air attack on a U. S. cruiser in which
he was serving in Naples harbor 23
Oct. 1943, the magazine of the anti-
aircraft gun he was loading caught
fire and he unhesitatingly disengaged

the flaming magazine from the gun
and threw it over the side despite se-
verely burned hands. His action un-
doubtedly forestalled an explosion,
directly contributing to the preven-
tion of serious injury and loss of life
to other members of the gun crew.
% Leo C. LaChambre, Sle, USNR,
Spencer, Mass.: As gunner of a land-
ing boat at Salerno in September
1943, LaChambre manned his post
throughout a vicious strafing attack
by an enemy plane while his boat was
retracting during the initial assault
and destroyed the aircraft.

% S. J. Dellapiano, S2¢, USNR, Derby,
Conn.: As a member of a naval com-
bat demolition unit during the inva-
sion of Normandy he had been given
the job of carrying four packs of high
explosive from the boat to where the
unit was working on obstacles. As
the unit beached, he was struck in
the right elbow and his arm broken.
Yet he carried three packs to the
obstacles, made a second trip with
three more, and then apologized to
his superior officer for not being able
to carry four packs because of his

wounds.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

% Comdr. Clifford M. Campbell, usN,
Colville, Wash.: As pilot of a Cata-
lina patrol plane in the Southwest
Pacific area from 15 Sept. to 20 Oct.
1943 he carried out five hazardous
night assignments behind enemy lines
to provision and equip personnel oper-
ating in strategic areas. On the night
of 20 October, despite difficult flying
conditions and enemy opposition, he
skillfully located and reached his ob-
jective to complete a vital mission.

% Comdr, Richard 0. Greene, USN,
Bremerton, Wash.:
As commander of
a fleet air photo-
graphic group dur-
ing missions in the
Caroline and Ma-
rianas Islands on
380 April and 27
May 1944, he made
repeated runs over
the area, obtaining
excellent photo-
graphs of heavily
fortified enemy
positions.

Comdr. Greene
“ Lieut. Jack D. Cruze, USN, Los An-
geles, Calif.: While piloting a patrol
plane in the Southwest Pacific area
from 4 to 15 Oect. 1943 he engaged

in frequent bombing and harassing
raids on hostile shipping and shore
installations. He sank three Japanese
barges, severely damaged warehouses,
docks and two other barges and prob-
ably inflicted damage on five cargo
ships. On the night of 4 October,
when his plane caught fire in mid-air,
he skillfully maneuvered the burning
craft for a safe landing in heavy
seas. After extinguishing the flames
he effected a difficult take-off and re-
turned to base without injury to the
crew.

wLieut. John W. Hetherington,
USNR, Plainfield, N. J.: On the night
of 15-16 March 1944, as commander




* of a Catalina airplane he located a
strongly escorted convoy. In spite of
heavy antiaircraft fire which shot out
one engine and severely damaged his
airplane, he caused severe damage to
the largest ship of the convoy. In
addition, from 15 Feb. to 30 March
1944 he flew numerous missions un-
der hazardous conditions to inflict
damage on barges, ships and shore in-
stallations.

% Lieut. Ancil C. Hudson, USNR,
Green Cove Springs, Fla. (missing in
action) : As flight leader of a carrier-
based fighter escort during a strike
on an enemy convoy in the vicinity of
of the Bonins on 4 Aug. 1944 he boldly
led superbly coordinated strafing at-
tacks. During a furious low-level at-
tack which sank a hostile destroyer
his plane was hit by a burst from an
enemy shell and erashed into the sea.
% Lieut. William C. Moseley, USNR,
New Orleans, La. (missing in ac-
tion) : As pilot of a carrier-based
fighter plane in action against enemy
forces over Guam in June 1944, he
encountered a numerically superior
force of Japanese fighters. Launch-
ing a vigorous attack, he succeeded
in blasting an enemy fighter from the
sky. On 19 June, despite a seriously
damaged plane, he personally shot
down two hostile craft and probably
a third. During a long-range strike
against the Japanese fleet he flew in
boldly to press home an accurate,
damaging attack on the hostile con-
voy.

% Lieut. Lavern M. Nelsen, USNR,
Ellwood City, Pa.: As pilot of a pa-
trol plane in the vicinity of New Brit-
ain on 23 Oct. 1943 he pressed home
accurate attacks on a Japanese de-
stroyer, probably sinking it. His at-
tack was made in the face of relent-
less antiaireraft fire from shore bat-
teries and three enemy vessels.

% Lt. (jg) Roy A. Bechtol, USNR,
Lubbock, Tex. (posthumously): As
pilot of a fighter plane in the Mari-
anas and Bonin Islands areas from
11 to 20 June 1944 during two air
battles with large forces of Japanese
aircraft, he relentlessly engaged the
enemy and succeeded in shooting
down three hostile fighters., During
the Battle of the Philippine Sea he
scored a direct hit on an enemy air-
craft carrier.

% Lt. (jg) Robert L. Carlson, USNR,
Minneapolis, Minn. (missing in ac-
tion) : Courageous and determined in
the face of antiaircraft fire which se-
verely damaged his fighter plane dur-
ing a three-plane glide-bombing at-
tack on a Japanese aireraft carrier
in the Battle of the Philippine Sea,
he pressed home a bold run on his
target. He contributed essentially to
the success of the attack in which
three hits were scored on an impor-
tant Jap vessel.

% Lt. (jg) M. M. Tomme Jr. USNR,
Troup, Tex. (posthumously): As pilot
of a carrier-based fighter plane in the
vicinity of the Bonin and Marianas Is-
lands in June 1944 he pressed home
bold attacks against hostile shipping
and shore installations. In an attack
on Iwo Jima on 15 June, he shot down
one intercepting fighter and, four days
later, shot down two hostile planes
Iéhat were part of a large striking
orce,

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL

% Lieut. William J. Cole, usN, Lib-
erty Center, Ind.: When a serious ex-
plosion occurred 7 Oct. 1943 aboard a
cruiser to which he was attached,
he rushed to within a few feet
of the explosion area to set depth
charges on safe before going below,
where, braving intense heat and nox-
ious gasoline fumes, he assisted in the
rescue of three men from burning
compartments. After the fire was ex-
tinguished, he returned to the dis-
torted racks containing the depth
charges, skillfully disarmed them and
threw them over the side.

% Lieut. Crowell C. Hall III, USNR,
New Haven, Conn.: When two MTBs
under his tactical command on patrol
off New Britain were inadvertently at-
tacked and sunk by friendly planes,
he displayed commendable presence of
mind in attempting to contact the at-
tacking planes by radio, ordering
emergency recognition flares to be
fired, preventing the men from firing
on the planes, keeping the men to-
gether in the water and in supervising
care of the wounded. He was himself
severely wounded.

% Lieut. Lester P. Isenberg, USNR,
Woodmont, Conn.: When the ss Ban-
vard, to which he was attached, was
severely damaged and the order to
abandon ship given during the ad-
vanced landings at Anzio 26 January
1944, he voluntarily remained aboard
and assisted in fighting fires and re-
storing light and power. He thereby
contriguted materially to saving this
valuable cargo ship.

% Lieut. Arthur W. Newlon, USN,
Baltimore, Md.: During a war patrol
in a submarine in enemy-controlled
waters, he performed a voluntary act
of heroism in the face of considerable
danger to himself.

% Lieut. Norman H. Watson, USNR,
Peabody, Mass. (posthumously): When
a fighter plane
crashed into a fully
armed and fueled
PB4Y at the NAB
on Eniwetok Atell
19 Aug. 1944, he
quickly organized
and directed his
men in fighting
and controlling the
fires which envel-
oped three PBYs
and threatened
other aircraft. In
close proximity to
exploding bombs, gas tanks and de-
tonating .50 caliber ammunition, he led
his men on this hazardous task until
killed by an exploding bomb. His
sacrifice was an inspiration to his men
to continue their efforts until the fire
was extinguished and many aireraft
saved.

% Lt. (jg) John L., Paladino, (MC)
USNR, Brooklyn, N. Y.: Although
wounded and suffering from shock and
prolonged exposure, when the ship to
which he was attached, LST 314, was
sunk 9 June 1944, Lt. Paladino
promptly organized first aid parties
aboard the rescue vessel and, working

Lieut. Watson

tirelessly and with expert professional
skill for eight hours, attended the sur-
vivors until satisfied that alrttflossible
medical aid had been rendered.

% Melvin J. Duran, CQM, USNR, New
Orleans, La.: When the uss Swerve,
to which he was attached, sank off
Anzio on 9 July 1944, Duran assisted
other members of the crew to abandon
ship, remaining on board until he had
exhausted all possibility of helping in-
jured and trapped men. When he final-
ly left the ship, he swam to a grou
of survivors and helped support an
care for those who were in danger
of drowning until all were rescued.
* Wilfred H. Emery Jr., CEM, vsN,
Toledo, Ohio; Aubrey D. Whitten,
QM2¢, USNR, Memphis, Tenn.; Chester
S. Caffey, Cox., USNR, Yardley, Pa.,
and John W. Downer, Cox., USNR, Col-
umbus, Ohio: After an explosion
aboard the uss Tide on 7 June 1944
they remained aboard and assisted the
executive officer until all personnel had
been evacuated, although they had
been wounded themselves, They ef-
fected the rescue of personnel from
above and below decks in the face
of fire and imminent explosions, re-
maining at their posts even though
the main deck was under water and
the ship ra%dly sinking.

% Nathan R. Fazio, CY, USNR, Buf-
falo, N. Y.: Following a delayed-action
mine explosion in the peost office in
Naples, Italy, 7 Oct. 1943, Fazio, al-
though aware of further imminent de-
tonations, went to the assistance of
trapped and injured personnel until all
had been removed.

% John G. Mack