
-- 
PASS THIS COPY 





BUREAU OF 

~ ~ ~~ 

MAY 1944 I NUMBER 326 

VICE ADMIRAL RANDALL JACOBS. USN 
The Chief of  Naval Personnel 

REAR ADMIRAL L . E . DENFELD. USN 
The Assistant Chief of  Naval Personnel 

Table of Contents 
Page 

Report of Progress ........................................ 2 
The Navy Governs . the Marshalls ................ 4 
Engebi: Aerial Photographs ...................... 9 
‘Mail Call!’ .................................................. 10 
True-Story Adventures .............................. 14 
Repair Ships ................................................ 16 
Keeping the Home Fires Burning .............. 17 

Pilots .......................................................... 20 
Enlisted Ratings of the U . S . Navy ............ 21 

Duties of Enlisted Ratings .................... 21 
Specialty Marks ...................................... 23 
Changes in Enlisted Status .................... 24 
Normal Path of Advancement .............. 24-25 
Advancement to Warrant ...................... 25 
Abbreviations and Pay Grades .............. 26 
Wave Enlisted Rates ................................ 27 

Bridge Around the World .......................... 28 
Meet the Weather ........................................ 31 
Services for Burial of Dead at Sea ............... 34 
Editorial ........................................................ 36 
Letters to the Editor .................................... 36 
The Month’s News ........................................ 37 
The War at Sea: Communiques ................ 42 
What Is Your Naval I.Q.? ........................ 47 
Decorations and Citations .......................... 50 
BuPers Bulletin Board ................................ 61 
Index .............................................................. 72 

Training Tip: South Pacific Birds as 

This magazine is published monthly in 
Washington. D . C., by the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel for the information and interest of 
the Naval Service as a whole . By BuPers Cir- 
cular Letter 162.43. distribution is to be ef- 
fected to allow all hands .easy access to each 
issue . All activities should keep the Bureau 
informed of how many copies are required . 
All original material herein may be reprinted 
as desired . 

PASS THIS COPY ALONG 
AFTERYOU HAVE READ IT 





vu1 

Por 
deg 

1 
poi 
Wh 
nuc 
nov 
tot: 
Abc 
ne1 
Na 

I 
1 the Pacific. 1 

Page 3 









-- 
wit1 
D 

nav 
wor 
do. 
his 
pro1 
..-l- 









In addition, a vast amount of mail 
is sent to men of the Navy serving 
within the U. S. This mail is handled 
through regular postal channels. 

Before the war every country in the 
world, with few exceptions, was rep- 
resented by ships sailing the seven 
seas. Today Americans are scattered 
all over the world and only the over- 
burdened transports of the Allied na- 
tions are available to  carry mail. 

War has interrupted trade routes, 
and few ports of entry are available 
to which mail can be transshipped 
with ease. Mail to the Orient via the 
Pacific has ceased. Certain Atlantic 
and Mediterranean routes are the only 
ocean lanes open to mail for Ameri- 
cans in the Far East. Air transpor- 
tation is the’ only service to  many 
far-flung overseas and advance bases. 

Despite these substantial obstacles, 
Navy mail will get to  you as quickly 

The following is a list of rules which, 
if followed by everyone, would cut 
mail complaints about 99%. 

Spell out your full name even if 1 it’s Marmaduke  Cholmondeley 
Brown.  There are about 750 M. 
Browns and scores of M. C. Browns 
in the Navy. 

Do not use nicknames. Your cur- 2 rent mail orderly may know you 
intimately as “Tony” or “Bud” o r  
“Red.” But how about the strange 
orderly who’s going to handle your 
mail at the next ship or station? 

Spell out your activity, too. Don’t 3 write 26th “Bat.” or “NCB” for  
26th Construction Battalion. There 
may be marines o r  soldiers in the 
neighborhood and thus another 26th 
Battalion. 

Don’t combine Navy numbers with 
a little care in helping it on its way. 4 mobile unit numbers. Get your 
and surely as possible-if you’ll use 

Since nobody can get your present current mailing code number and ad- 
Navy address unless you send it t o  dress from your current post office 
him yourself, directly or indirectly, and use that one only. When you 
make sure that you send it correctly. move, be. sure to get the new one 

right Mail will chase you around the 
world, but it takes time. 

If you’re sending a parcel, or ex- 5 p’ect one, make sure-or urge the 
sender to  make sure-that it’s prop- 
erly wrapped against multiple han- 
dling and rough treatment. Wartime 
handling is necessarily indelicate and 
hurried. Also, ship’s holds in tropical 
climates get hot! 

Don’t mail perishable or  breakable 6 articles unless you take special 
care in the packaging. Don’t mail 
inflammables. 

Take extra care in the writing of 7 your return address. Remember 
that one carelessly written number 
may send your next l e t t p  from home 
halfway around the world-in the 
wrong direction. 

8 Don’t complain to  your corre- 
spondents about mail. I t  only 

worries them. Report it to  the proper 
officer aboard and let him take it up 
officially or explain to  you the reason 
for delays. 



















D Blue-Faced Booby: Plumage 

tail chocolate brown; length 32-36 
inches, wing 16-1 8. 
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White  with Red - Footed Booby: White, 
tz;?in tail am? lead- F* tinged with buff; tail and 

ing edges of wings; forked tail; leading edge of wings dark; length . 
length 12-13 inches, wing 8-10. 26-29 inches, wing 13-15. 

* mainly white; wing feathers, E. 



- ENLISTED RATINGS of the U. S. NAVY 
A year ago, in May 1943, the INFORMATION BULLETIN published its Special 

section on “Ranks and Rates of the U. S. Navy,” later widely issued as  a sepa- 
rate reprint. In the year that has since passed, the need for greater specializa- 
tion in the Navy’s enlisted ratings has resulted in a tremendous increase in the 
number of such ratings-from a total of 65 then to almost 100 now-an in- 
crease of 50%. 

The Navy’s manpower, like its ships, has changed a great deal during this 
war. Fighting a more complex war than seagoing men have ever known 
before, the Navy is working with many new types of ships, vast and compli- 
cated mechanisms, new methods and techniques, equipment that makes fullest 
use of science’s latest inventions and devices. 

All this called for a more precise degree of specialization in the men who 
were to handle this equipment, and a more precise method -of marking their 
abilities-a development described more fully in the article, “Every Man Where 
He’s Best Fitted” (INFORMATION BULLETIN, Oct. 1943), which told the story 
of the Navy’s program of scientific selection and classification. 

To make possible more accurate placement of personnel and thereby increase 
the combat efficiency of the service, BuPers instituted far-reaching changes in 
the Navy rating structure, resulting in the establishment of many new ratings 
and many new subdivisions of ratings. The following material has therefore 
been gathered by the INFORMATION BULLETIN from official publications and 
other sources as a general reference on the subject. 

Information concerning the duties of the various ratings, the normal path 
of advancement, the specialty marks for all ratings, and a. complete list of 
ratings, with abbreviations and pay grades, will be found on the pages which 
follow. 

I DUTIES OF ENLISTED RATINGS I 
This section is intended f o r  informa- 
tion rather than official guidance. Be- 
cause duties vary with the type and 
size of  ship or activity, no exact de- 
scription can be given here of all the 
responsibilities and duties of each, 
.rating. The following descriptions, 
however, are applicable in general. 
AEROGRAPHER’S MATE-Reads meteor- 
ological i n  s t r u m e n  t s. Interprets 
weather data, and draws weather 
charts for  forecasting weather condi- 
tions. 
AIRSHIP RIGGER-Adjusts, repairs and 
replaces rigging. Sets and adjusts 
air  and helium valves. Repairs fabric. 
Assembles and repairs controls and 
equipment (except electronic, electri- 
cal and special). 

stalls, inspects, maintains, replaces 
and repairs electrical systems and 
equipment in aircraft. 

tains and repairs aircraft engines, 
propellers, fuel systems, brakes, hy- 
draulic system, gears, starters. Oper- 
ates machine-shop tools. 
AVIATION MACHINIST’S MATE C (Avi- 
ation Carburetor Mechanic) -Main- 
tains, overhauls and tests aircraft 
carburetors, fuel pumps and fuel- 
tank regulators. Installs, repairs and 
makes necessary adjustments to  car- 
buretors. 
AVIATION MAWINIST’S MATE F (Avi- 
ation Flight Engineer) -Checks me- 
chanical and material condition of 
planes, and efficiency of engines in 
preflight and flight conditions. Makes 
repairs and adjustments. Not as- 

AVIATION ELECTRICIAN’S MATE-In- 

AVIATION MACHINIST’S MATE-Main- 

signed to other than multi-engine 
planes. 
AVIATION MACHINIST’S MATE H (Avi- 
ation Hydraulic Mechanic) -Main- 
tains, repairs and tests hydraulic sys- 
tems and equipment on aircraft. 
AVIATION MACHINIST’S MATE I (Avi- 
ation Instrument Mechanic-Installs, 
overhauls, cleans and repairs aircraft 
instruments; adjusts and calibrates 
them for accuracy. 
AVIATION MACHINIST’S MATE P (Avi- 
ation Propeller Mechanic)-Maintains 
and overhauls propellers ; makes field 
checks on them. Also straightens, re- 
pairs and balances propellers. 
AVIATION METALSMITH-Maintains and 
repairs metal aircraft surfaces; also, 
sheet plastic material. Lays out, fits, 
cuts and forms sheet metal; does ri- 
veting, we!ding, heat treating. 
AVIATION ORDNANCEMAN-I n s t a 11 s , 
maintains and repairs aviation arma- 
ments. Boresights, synchronizes and 
test-fires guns; handles and stows mu- 
nitions. 
AVIATION ORDNANCEMAN B (Aviation 
Bombsight Mechanic)-Installs, main- 
tains and repairs the bombsight, auto- 
matic pilots used in bombing, and 
other related equipment. 
AVIATION ORDNANCEMAN T (Aviation 
Turret Mechanic) -1nstall3, maintains 
and repairs electric and hydraulic 
turrets. 
AVIATION PILOT-Acts as pilot o r  co- 
pilot of planes o r  airships. Does 
aerial navigation. 
AVIATION RADIOMAN-operates radio 
and other electronic equipment of air- 
craft. Enciphers and deciphers code 

l e  

messages. Makes routine radio re- 
pairs, minor electronic repairs. 

maintains and repairs aircraft elec- 
tronic equipment. Essentially a 
ground-crew man. 
BAKER-operates ovens. Does any 
kind of baking, operates all baking 
apparatus, takes charge of ship’s 
bakery. 
BOATSWAIN’S MATE-supervises deck 
divisions and large groups of seamen. 
Supervises manning and operation of 
all to5side gear. 
BOATSWAIN’S MATE A (Master-at- 
Arms) -Performs personnel adminis- 
tration functions ashore. Assigned to 
barracks as master-at-arms. When 
necessary, musters, forms and drills 
group to which assigned. 
BOILERMAKER-Repairs and tests fire- 
room and bailer equipment, renews 
parts, repairs boiler plates and brick- 
work of boilers. 
BUGLEMASTER - Supervises buglers. 
Acts as drum major and instructs 
bugle corps. 
BUGLER - Sounds necessary b u g 
calls. 
CARPENTER’S MATE-Does carpeni 
and joinery work; repairs or  repla, 
deck planking and other woodwo 
Lays and patches linoleum. Repa 
and maintains small boats. Caulks 
seams. 

vises ship’s galley. Takes charge of 
foodstuffs. Plans menus. Keeps rec- 
ords. Directs cooking and preparation 
of foods. Directs storing of provi- 
sions. 
COOK - Prepares food for officers’ 
mess. 
COXSWAIN-Handles small boats and 
supervises small groups of seamen on 
deck or boat duty. 
ELECTRICIAN’S MATE-stands watch 
on main switchboard, main gyro com- 
pass, and in main control room of 
electrically driven ships. Maintains 
and repairs electrical circuits and 
electrical equipment. 
FIRE CONTROLMAN-TeStS, maintains 
and repairs electrical and optical fire- 
control equipment. 
FIRE CONTROLMAN R (Rangefinder 
Operator) -Stands rangefinder watch. 
Spots gunfire, using optical equip- 
ment. 
FIRE CONTROLMAN S (Submarine)- 
Operates and maintains fire-control 
installations a b  o a r d submarines. 
Checks fire- control optical instru- 
ments and checks alignment of peri- 
scopes and fire-control equipment. 
FIREMAN-stands watch throughout 
engineer department. Striker for en- 
gineer artificer rating. 
GUNNER’S MATE-Maintains guns, gun 
mounts and gun parts. Acts as gun 
crew chief of small gun or member 
of crew of larger gun. 

AVIATION RADIO TECHNICIAN-InStallS, 

CHIEF COMMISSARY STEWARD-super- 
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cia1 technical or scientific fields. Des- 
ignator (LT) after rate indicates 
Link Trainer Instructor. 
SPECIALIST (N) -(Transport Airman) 

more) and has extensive 
disbursing regulations 

(Co~t imued on P,  

Transport Chaplain’s Specialist Control 
Airman Assistant Not Elsewhere Operator 

Classified 

Cook Steward, Cook Steward’s Mate 
Class Third Class 
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fnr 2 IO-year period. The drive con- greater part of replacements for ton- made possible principally by new 
ted replacement of over-age nage being sunk o r  blockaded. ing techniques; (2) a central pu 
nt ships by modern, fast cargo By 1940 shipbuilders realized they ing plan, by which competitive buying 
and high-speed tankers. Then, were reaching the limit of cargo ton- by shipyards is avoided and manufac- 

boration with marine engineers, nage that could be constructed with ture of ships' parts distributed more 
ierators and other interests, the existing facilities. They were already evenly, and (3)  adherence to a high 
ne Commission brought out the strained by the constantly growing re- degree of standardization of ship de- 

basic design of C-type vessels, fast quirements of the Navy. Not only sign and parts, which not only simpli- 
and the equal of any of their class were existing yards incapable of pro- fies construction but also permits in- 
afloat. Incorporated in them were con- ducing more ships than were sched- terchanging of parts between yards. 
struction suggestions made by the uled, but facilities for increased manu- In common with other craft ventur- 
armed services. Today they are prov- facture of geared-turbine propulsion ihg into war zones, Liberty ships have 
ing their worth on the ocean lanes. machinery for C-types and tankers of defense installations manned by naval 

Contracts were let in accordance the long-range program were lacking. personnel. These and other Navy men 
with this schedule until the outbreak In this crisis the Maritime Com- have been eYe-witnesses Of the effec- 
of war overseas in 1939. It became mission adapted the time-tested Brit- tiveness with which ships have 
apparent that American shipbuilders ish Sunderland tramp steamer to the carried out their missions, constituting 
would be called upon to  provide the possibilities of speed in construction, a life-line to all fronts. 

and the Liberty ship-the famous Illustrative of the effectiveness of 

INSIGNIA of the U.S. Maritimc 
Service: At left, officer cap de- 
vice; right, typical petty officer 
rating badge (CBM).  

more readily procurable reciprocating 
steam engines, this war-emergency 
vessel makes only 11 knots. The Lib- 
ertys met the need and did the  job. 
They lived up to all expectations, stur- 
dily resisting on innumerable occa- 
sions both murderous seas and enemy 
bombs and torpedoes. 

Three elements have contributed to 
the rapid, mass production of Liberty 
ships, more than 2,000 of which have 
been delivered. They are: (1) Pre- 
fabrication of large sections of ships, 

while an average of 241 days was re- 
quired to produce the first to be built, 
average time from keel-laying to de- 
livery in all the dozen yards concen- 
trating on Liberty ships has been re- 
duced to  a little more than 50 days. 
Some yards have turned them out a t  
the rate of slightly more than a month 
building time. Construction of similar 
but smaller ships in the first World 
War took at least 10 months. 

As the cargo tonnage of the United 
Nations, depleted by U-boat and aerial 
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ward to several hundred miles from 
the surface of the earth. 

On this basis, let’s take the atmos- 
phere and divide it by name. The 
lower portion, close to the earth’s sur- 
face, is known as the troposphere; the 
upper portion is the stratosphere, a 
practically cloudless area rich in 
ozone. Separating them is a narrow 
boundary zone called the tropopause. 

The weather we know is cooked UP 
and served, as it were, in the tropo- 
sphere. This zone of weather varies 
in thickness from about 60,000 feet in 
the tropics to about 25,000 feet over 
the polar regions. Over the middle 
latitudes it goes to about 36,000 feet. 
The depth of the troposphere varies 
slightly with the seasons, expanding 
during the summer, contracting in the 
winter, due largely to the heating of 
the earth’s surface and the atmos- 
phere by the sun. 

The earth receives and radiates the 
energy of the sun. Because the earth 
is composed of land and water, an un- 
equal amount of heat is absorbed over 
various regions. Land absorbs heat 
more rapidly and heats to a higher 
degree than does water. Much more 
radiant energy is received over the 
equatorial belt than over the polar 
regions. The hot air over the equator 
tends to rise, the cold air  over the 
poles to sink. 

Rising air  over the equator results 
in low barometric pressure, sinking 
air over the polar regions in high 
barometric pressure. Air flows from 
high toward low pressures, and there- 
fore there is a tendency for air to  
flow from the poles toward the equator 
at low levels and for warm air to flow 
from the equator to the poles at high 
levels. 

Rotation of the earth from west to 
east influences this interchange of air 
between the equator and the poles, 
and this deflects the winds. For ex- 
ample, if you stand facing the direc- 
tion ih which the wind is blowing in 
the northern hemisphere, winds are 
deflected to your right. In the south- 
Brn hemisphere, winds are deflected to 
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1. 21 March-Nazis renew stand in battered Cassino. 10. 10 April-Russians capture Odessa. 
2. 22 March-Japanese invade India from Burma. 
3. 22-23 March-Five thousand Allied planes drop more 

than 6,000 tons of bombs on Nazi Europe in 24 hours. 
4. 28 March-3 April-Allied bombers destroy 288 Jap  

planes at Hollandia in biggest Southwest Pacific raids. 
5. 29 March-Allied bombers of Central and Southwest 

Pacific forces begin two-way raids on Truk. 
6. 29-31 March-Pacific Fleet forces blast Palau, Yap, 

Woleai. 
7. 30 March-U. S. bombers from Mediterranean area 

begin series of heavy raids on Balkans. 
8. 2 April-Rdd Army sweeps into Rumania. 
9. 3 April-British announce German battleship Tirpitz 

set afire by carrier planes. 

11. 10 April-U. S. destroyers steam into Hansa Bay to 
bombard Japanese installations. 

12. 11 April-RAF pours 4,000 tons of bombs on French 
and Belgian railway centers. 

13. 13 April-Three thousand U. S. planes from Britain, 
Italy raid Germany, Hungary, Yugoslavia. 

14. 13 April-Australians capture Bogadjim. 
15. 14 April-Army Liberators raid Matsuwa in Kuriles. 
16. 17 April-Japs thrown back in India. 
17. 17 April-Crimea virtually cleared of Axis troops. 
18. 18-19 April-Six thousand U. S., British planes .pound 

Europe with record 9,000 tons of bombs in 30 hours. 
19. 19 April-Carrier planes from Allied naval force, in- 

cluding battleships, raid Jap  installations on Sumatra. 

U .  S .  Navy Strikes Palau Islalzds; 1 THE MONTH'S NEWS Red Army Drives into Rumania; 
(Period of 21 March through 20 April) Allies Step Up Raids on Europe I I 

The War 
The war moved onto Axis soil in 

Europe and struck perilously close to 
the Japanese homeland last month. 
For the first time since the start of 
the Russo-German war, 22 June 1941, 
the Red Army drove the enemy back 
over a border of the Soviet Union 
when it knifed into Rumania on 2 
April. On the other side of the world, 
a U. S. Navy task force smashed at 

the Palau Islands, 600 miles east of 
the Philippines, striking a crippling 
blow there even as the Japs in the 
South Pacific fell back before new Al- 
lied assaults. 

The raid on Palau-Woleai, Ulithi 
and Yap were also hit-was a three- 
day attack that began 29 March. Once 
again the Japanese navy prudently 
had retired from the scene, but our 
planes and ships accounted for 28 Jap  
ships sunk, 18 beached or damaged, 

and 160 to  214 planes destroyed. Ex- 
tensive damage was done to ground 
installations, ammunition dumps, run- 
ways and other targets. One Japa- 
Fese battleship, intercepted by a U. S. 
submarine, was torpedoed but escaped. 
Our losses totaled 25 planes, 18 lives, 
no ship damage. 

Admiral Chester A. Nimitz, in his 
longest communique of the war, said 
the Palau strike was our biggest suc- 
cess in the Central Pacific. His state- 



Offlcial U. S. Navy photograph 
RESULTS AT PALAU: Oil smoke billows up from Japanese vessels 

hit b y  carrier planes o f  the U.S. Naay task force which last month bat- 
tered enemy ship and bases within 600 miles of the Philippines. 

ment was followed a few days later by 
Admiral King’s report of 2,000,000 
tons of J ap  shipping destroyed since 
the start  of hostilities. The month 
saw U. S. submarines add to that esti- 
mate with the further destruction of 
41 Japanese ships, ranging from small 
cargo ships to scarce tankers. 

Timed with the Palau strike, Allied 
long-range bombers from South Pacific 
bases joined those of our Central Pa- 
cific forces in coordinated pincer air 
attacks on Truk. The islands making 
up Truk Atoll and others of the Caro- 
lines, particularly Ponape, were sub- 
jected to  an almost daily blasting. 

Meanwhile, mopping up of the last 
enemy positions in the Marshalls 2on- 
tinued, apace. By 4 April American 
sovereignty had been established on 
Ailuk, Rongelap, Likiep, Utirik, Majit 
and five other Marshalls atolls. A 
week later four more atolls and an 
island had been occupied with scarcely 
any resistance. Only four Jap-held 
atolls remained to (‘wither on the 
vine”-and the withering process was 
hastened by a daily rain of explosives 
from Army, Navy and Marine planes. 

As the daily bombings of Truk con- 
tinued, Admiral Nimitz’s communiques 
referred to  them as a “softening up” 
process. Japan’s Kurile Island bases 
also were being visited every few days 
by American bomobers from the Aleu- 
tians. And on 19 April pressure was 
applied to Japan’s swollen empire from 
still another direction when an Allied 
carrier-battleship force sent its planes 
against enemy installations on the 
northwest tip of Sumatra. 

In Europe the month saw the most 
important Red Army victories of the 

war. The Russians advanced in force 
into Rumania early in April. On 10 
April Odessa, important Black Sea 
port, naval base and industrial center 
which was one of the first Nazi con- 
quests, was recaptured. At almost the 
same time a two-pronged drive was 
launched to clear the Crimea of Axis 
troops. 

By mid-April that task was virtu- 
ally completed. Sevastopol was under 
siege and had become the Nazis’ own 
Dunkirk. The pocketed Germans were 
reported to  have left rear-guard units 
of Rumanian soldiery to protect their 
retreat. Nazi machine-gun squads in 
turn “protected” the Rumanian rear 
guard by mowing down any Ruma- 
nians who tried to escape the Russian 
advance. 

Both Rumania and Hungary were 
reported weary of war and ready for 
peace terms. The threat to  Hungary 
was enough to cause Hitler to  over- 
throw the Hungarian government on 
21 March and set up virtual martial 
law. 

Battered from the east, Hitler found 
little comfort in the west, where the 
American and British air assaults 
against his airplane-production cen- 
ters was stepped up to  new intensity. 

Determined to  cut German plane pro- 
duction to the bone, the Allied air 
bombardment forced the Nazis to util- 
ize the greatest portion of the Luft- 
waffe for home defense. 

In Europe, also, air  pincers were 
clamped on the enemy. Early in April 
long-range Allied bombers from Italy 
were striking at Budapest and other 
Balkan rail centers as a direct aid to 
the Russian campaign. Observers 
forecast that the time was near when 
American and British planes would 
take a coordinated and planned part 
in Russian ground attacks. 

On more than one occasion 3,000 
Allied planes were put into the air for 
assaults on Fortress Europe. The 
German fighter defense seemed to be 
weakening. The western “invasion 
coast’’ also took a severe battering. 
Late in March Hitler called a council 
of his satelite puppet leaders to dis- 
cuss future defense problems in the 
Balkans should the Allies strike there. 

As the threat of invasion from the 
west grew daily more acute, Nazi 
nerves were obviously taut. On 17 
April Great Britain stripped all for- 
eign diplomats, with ’the exception of 
American and Russian representatives, 
of time-honored diplomatic privileges. 
They were forbidden to travel o r  re- 
turn home; diplomatic pouches were 
no longer immune to inspection; code 
communication with homelands was 
barred. Censorship was tightened and 
new restrictions placed on contact 
with Eire as America and England 
took measures to prevent Allied fight- 
ing men being endangered by espio- 
nage. 

In the South Pacific the Japanese 
were staggering, too. On 11 April Al- 
lied headquarters announced that most 
of New Britain was ours as the Japa- 
nese fled to a last stand at Rabaul. 
The once-important enemy bases at 
Cape Hoskins and Gasmata had been 
abandoned. Allied airmen promptly 
turned their main assaults against re- 
maining Jap positions in New Guinea. 

Hollandia, one of the last big Jap  
bases on New Guinea, was subjected 
to  record air assault. While South 
Pacific-based bombers were blasting 
Truk, U. S. destroyers steamed into 
Hansa Bay, New Guinea, by daylight 
to  pulverize that base and other tar- 
gets along the coast. 

On 20 March Marines had landed on 
Emirau Island, in the St. Matthias 
group, 84 miles north of Rabaul and 

CASUALTY FIGURES 
Casualties among naval personnel through 20 April totaled 44,227. 

The totals since 7 December 1941: 
Dead Wounded Missing* Prisoners* Total 

U. S. Navy. ... ... 14 ,071  3 ,903  8 ,307  2 ,479  28,760 
U. S. Marine Corps 4,404 7,732 7 6 9  1 ,945  14 ,850  
U. S. Coast Guard. 320 9 1  2 0 6  . . . .  617 - - - - -  

Total . . . . . . . . 18 ,795  1?,72,6 9,.282 4 , 4 2 4  44,227 * A number of personnel now carried In the mlsslng status undoubtedly a re  
Prisoners of war not yet officially reported as such. 



Vital Shells Flown 
From U .  S .  to Italian 
Front in 34 Hours 

Tons of special shells were flown 
from the United States to the 
Italian battle area in 34 hours by 
the Naval Air Transport Service re- 
cently. 

French warships supporting Al- 
lied ground troops were running 
out of ammunition, and there were 
no other shells to fit their guns on 
that side of the Atlantic. Two big 
Douglas R5D planes took aboard 
substantial cargoes of shells and 
reached Africa with two brief op- 
erational stops. 

Weather was so bad in North 
Africa that most planes were 
grounded, but the two Navy planes 
received permission to proceed to  
Bizerte. They arrived in time t o  
keep the French warships firing. 

In South Pacific waters British sub- 
marines joined American hunters and 
accounted for seven Japanese ships. 
The British also revealed the success- 
ful use of "two-man torpedoes." These 
are torpedoes which two men ride 
astraddle through enemy waters until 
they reach the side of a hostile ship. 
The men, wearing light diving outfits, 
dive with the torpedo, attach the war- 
head to the enemy ship, set a time 
mechanism and then escape on their 
deadly water horse. 

The month also brought news of the 
death of two noted Allied military 
leaders. Gen. Nicolai Vatutin, hero of 
Kiev, died in Russia after a lingering 
illness and major operation. In Burma, 
Maj. Gen. Orde Charles Wingate, 
famed raider and jungle commando 
leader, was killed when an airplane 
carrying him to  the North Burma 
front crashed against a mountain peak 
in a storm. 

Navy News 
0 Plans are now being made for the 

less than 600 miles from Truk. The annual Fourth of July cash sale of 
South Pacific Japanese were clearly in war bonds to naval personnel, with an 
a tight spot. It was estimated that unofficial goal of one extra bond per 
100,Oo"O of them were isolated and fac- Person. Last Year, the Independence 
ing certain destr'uction. Day sale netted more than $4,000,000. 

Sharp warfare flared in Burma and Bond to personnel in 
March 1944 totaled $46,036,481, bring- 
ing the grand total of all Navy bond 
purchases since the program was 
tablished in October 1941 t o  $512,700,- 
115. Sales for March 1943 were $17,- 
759,915. 

India when, after Allied airborne 
forces had landed in northern Burma 
t' that area Of Japanese and 
Open a passage to China, Japanese 
forces crossed the Indian border for 

ply lines into Burma and China. 
a stab at ImPhal, key to Allied SUP- Of the sales for March this year, 

$17,586,675 represented war bond pur- 
chases by civilian employes of the 
Navy under the payroll savings plan; 
$25,557,769 were allotment purchases 
by uniformed personnel of the Navy, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard, and 
$2,892,037 were cash purchases by 
military and civilian pesonnel. 

March 1944 also set a new high in 
war bond allotments, with the 134,000 
new allotments for the month lifting 
the cumulative total to 1,472,382. 
Naval training centers were first in 
March payroll participation, with 20% 
of total pay, while naval air stations 
led in civilian participation with 96.7% 
of personnel purchasing. For the en- 
tire naval service, civilian participa- 
tion was 93.595, and payroll participa- 
tion was 12.1%. 

To assist discharged naval personnel 
in making the transition back to civ- 
ilian life, BuPers has instituted a pro- 
gram of civil readjustment. Officers 
will be appointed in each activity from 
which personnel are discharged to in- 
form those returning to  civilian life as 
to  their rights and privileges and the 
assistance available to  them from gov- 
ernment and civilian agencies. These 
officers will provide information and 
advice on such matters as mustering- 
out pay, the procedure for obtaining 
a former job or vocational training, 
and the prospects for continuing edu- 
cation interrupted by the war. 

Monthly production of naval torpe- 
does now is greater than the entire 
World War I output, BuOrd revealed 
last month. Torpedoes produced in 
1943 showed an increase of 250% over 
1942 and 730% over 1941, while pro- 

Momentarily, both Imphal and Ko- 
hima, key communication center, were 
threatened. On 7 April they were re- 
inforced. Slightly over a week later 
the Allies were on the offensive and 
had apparently nullified the enemy 
threat. 

Meanwhile American and Chinese 
forces had fought through the jungles 
to within 50 miles of Mandalay. 

In Italy, both fronts continued in 
bloody stalemate. The Nazis filtered 
back into the rubble of Cassino, took 
new positions and hung on. In an ap- 
parent flanking movement, the Allies 
captured Mount Marrone, 13 miles 
northeast of Cassino, on 1 April. By 
mid-April, American patrols were 
again on the offensive at the Anzio 
beachhead. 

On 4 April the British had still an- 
other sea victory to  report. Just as 
the Germans were attempting to move 
the battleship Tirpitx from her an- 
chorage in Alten Fjord, Norway, 
planes from British carriers found 
her and struck. The last of the big 
German raiders suffered numerous 
bomb hits and was set afire. It was 
believed that she had been again trip- 
pled before fully recovering from tor- 
pedoing by midget submarines last 
fall. 

Official U. S. Coast Guard photograph 

NINE JAP PRISONERS, all their fight gone, crouch on the deck of a 
landing barge as their captors prepare to take them to a nearby trans- 
port. Surprised as they huddled in a foxhole during the fighting 012 

Kwajalein, the Japs were captured by four Coast Guardsmen. 
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I United States Navy Corn- 
muniques a d  Pertinen# T H E WAR AT S EA 

Oficiul Reports: 21 March Through 20 April Excerpts of Other Reports 
United States Navy communiques and press releases are separated by dashes from excerpts of other communiques. 

All dates local time unless otherwise indicated. 

21 MARCH 
Navy Department Commulzique 

No .  512 
Pacific and Far East 

U. S. submarines have reported the sink- 
ing of 15 vessels in operations against the 
enemy in these waters as follows : 

One large transport,’ one medium trans- 
port, one large tanker nine medium 
freighters, two small freikhters, one med- 
ium tanker. 

These actions have not been announced 
in any previous Navy Department com- 
munique. 

U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Four enemy positions in the Marshall 

Islands were bombed by Army, Navy and 
Marine aircraft on 1 9  March. Thirty tons 
of bombs were dropped. On one atoll an  
ammunition dump exploded and Ares and 
explosions were observed on others. All 
our planes returned. 

CAIRO, Middee East Air-Beaufighters 
sank two supply vessels at Paros Island 
19-20 March and attacked shipping at 
Nazos and Nios . . . A merchant ship in 
convoy off Candia, Crete, was hit 1 7  
March. Despite poor weather, sweeps 
against enemy shipping have been main- 
tained for the past week. 

LONDON, Admiralty-Further successful 
attacks on Japanese s4lipping have been 
reported by His Majesty’s submarines 
operating ifl Far Eastern waters. During 
recent patrols seven ships were sunk. In  
addition, one supp!y ship of large size and 
one of medium size were torpedoed and 
severely damaged. A smaller vessel was 
set afire and driven ashore. 

Off the east coast. of Sumatra m e  of 
His Majesty’s submarines fought a brisk 
gun action with a large river steamer, 
scoring more than 20 hits on the enemy 
vessel which was left burning and sink- 
ing. Another submarine attacked an 
escorted convoy in the Strait of Malacca 
and obtained two hits on a medium-sized 
vesnf.1 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN THE SOIITH- 
WEST PAcIFIcAd?nl?YYlty  Islands: Our 
lipht naval units shelled Rambutyo Is- 
land, and destroyers bombarded enemy 
hideoiits . . . Wewak: We have de- 
troyed- another enemy convoy. off New 
Guinea. Two enemy transports, of 6,000 
and 4.000 tons respectively, escorted by 
three corvettes, were sunk by our air 
force. Many hundreds of enemy troops 
were lost. Coordinated with this attack 
our naval units at night shelled Kairuru 
and Mushu, sinking many small craft and 
starting Ares visible for 30 miles. 

22 MARCH 
Navy Departmemt Commulzique 

No.  513 
The submarine uss Bcorpion is overdue 

from patrol and must be presumed to be 
lost. 

The next of kin of casualties in the 
Scorpzon have been so notifled. 

See communique of 21 Marc6. 

U ,  S .  Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Army Navy and Marine aircraft 

bombed ’four enemy positions in the Mar- 
shall Islands 20 March (West Longitude 
date). A heavy explosion was observed on 
one of the objectives and lesser damage 
on others. All our planes returned safely. - 

CHUNGEING, 14th USAAF-On 18 March 
flghter-bombers over French Indo-China 
sank two 800-ton cargo vessels and dam- 
aged two more. A 1,000-ton steel vessel 
was sullk at Campha Port. A 1,000-ton 
and a 750-ton cargo ship were left smok- 
ing in To,nkin Gulf. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN THE SOUTH- 
WEST PACIFIC-St. Matthias Group: Our 
ground forces supported by strong naval 
and air  elements have seized a portion of 
the St. Matthias’group north of Kavieng. 
This completes isolation of all enemy units 
in the Bismarck Archipelago and places 
us in bombing range of Truk . . Ka- 
view: Our naval units bombarde‘d shore 
positions for three and a half hours, pour- 
ing in 1,000 tons of shells. Whole sec- 
tions of the town were completely de- 
stroyed and ammunition dumps exploded . Open Bay: Six enemy barges were 
destroyed . Bougainville: Our air  and 
naval units destroyed two barges. 

23 MARCH 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Army and Navy bombers struck Ponape 

and Kusaie 2 1  March (West Loneitude 
date). Fires were started among ware- 
houses and barracks. Army Navy and 
Marine planes bombed four &emy atolls 
in the Marshalls. An ammunition dump 
was exploded at one base. Seventy tons 
of bombs were dropped in these opera- 
tions All our planes returned. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN THE SOUTH- 
WEST PACIFIC-Aitape area: Our air pa- 
trols sank an enemy destroyer and two 
cargo ships of 1,000 and 1,500 tons . . 
Ubili: Our fighters destroyed or damaged 
two flghters. 

24 MARCH 
Navy Departmemt Commzmipe 

No.  514 
Pacific and Par East 

U. S. submarines have reported the 
sinking of 11 vessels as a result of opera- 
tions against the enemy in these waters 
as follows: 

One converted minelayer two small 
freighters three medium-sidd transports 
one medibm-sized tanker, three medium: 
sized freighters, one large tanker. 

These sinkings have not been reported 
fn any previous Navy Department com- 
munique. 

U .  S .  Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Thirty-three tons of bombs were dropped 

on four enemy positions in the Marshalls 
by Army, Navy and Marine aircraft 22  
March (West Longitude date). On 2 1  
March Navy planes bombed Ant Island. 
A large fire was set on one of the Mar- 
shall atolls and installations hit on an- 
other. 

Moscow, Russian broadcast-Air recon- 
naissance of the Red Banner Baltic Fleet 
in the Gulf of Finland discovered two 
groups of enemy ships. Two 2.000-ton 
transports, a patrol ship and a patrol 
pontoon were sunk. The patrol ship was 
sunk by an airman who steered his plane 
at the ship and struck it. 

25 MARCH 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Seventh AAF Liberators bombed Wake 

See commumique of 22 March. 
Navy and Marine aircraft bombed four 
enemy bases in the Marshalls. Army 
bombers hit Ponape on 22 and 23  March. 
Ant Island was bombed 23 March. Ap- 
proximately 115 tons of bombs were 
dropped in these operations. All of our 
planes returned. 

Navy Departmemt Press Release 
A medium-sized U. S. merchant vessel 

was torpedoed and sunk by an enemy sub- 
marine in January in the Arabian Sea. 
All members of the crew were rescued 
and survivors have been landed at Boston, 
Mass. 

A German submarine was recently sunk 
in the Mediterranean after a ceaseless 
poundingby gunfire and depth charges by 
two U. S .  destroyers. It was twilight 
when the battle first started and night 
settled down as  it continued. As soon a s  
the destroyer’s searchlight picked out the 
U-boat the German opened Are. The gun- 
fire from the destroyers was so effective 
that the submarine was quickly in dire 
difficulty and the destroyers abandoned 
plans to ram it. The sub settled until i t  
was vertical and then sank stern first. 

BERLIN Nazi broadcast-“German U- 
boats redently sank 46,000 tons of mer- 
chant shipping and five destroyers and 
escort vessels in the North Atlantic and 
Mediterranean. Two British torpedo boats 
were destroved in the British Channel and 

I 

two more i o  heavily damaged that their 
loss must be assumed.” 

W E ~ T  PAcrFIc-Wewak: Our heavy units 
at night sank a 500-ton cafgo vessel . . . 
Hansa Bay: Naval units attacked Bogia 
and coastal targets . Madang coast: 
Medium units attackid barges and bivouac 
areas. 

“26 MARCH 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Liberator bombers of the 11th AAF 

bombed Paramushiru and Onnekotan Is- 
lands in the Kuriles and Fleet Air Wing 
4 bombed Shimushu 25 March (West 
Longitude date). One of our planes was 
lost. On 24 March Navv alanes sank two 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS I N  THE SOUTH- 

cargo vessels near Poriape and the 7th 
AAF bombed Ponape. On the same day 
Army, Navy and Marine aircraft bombed 
and strafed three enemy-held positions in 
the Marshalls. All our planes returned. 

NAPLES, Allied Navy-Enemy strong 
points in the Anzio area were shelled by a 
British destroyer 24 March. The same 
night another British destroyer engaged 
an  E-boat with gunfire and finally sank 
it by ramming. 

27 MARCH 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Army and Marine aircraft bombed Po- 

nape 25 March (West Longitude date). 
They were intercepted by 15 Zeros. Four 
Zeros were shot down and one probably 
shot down. Corsair flghters strafed the 
runways. Intense antiaircraft was en- 



countered. Ujelang Atoll was also strafed. 
0,n . _  the,sarie $ay Army, Navy ~ $ 4  Marine I 1 



LONDON, Admiralty-Naval a 1 r c r a f t 
have carried out a successful bombing at- 
tack on the German battleship Tirpitx in 
Alten Fjord, northern Norway. Several 
Li+^ ...A,.,. ,.h+"i",.rl 



between Leghorn and Elba after a spirited 
engagement. An enemy flak ship also was 
blown up. On the same night an enemy 
schooner loaded with foodstuffs was cau- 
tu;ed and the crew made prisoner. 

LONDON, Air ministru-Yesterday after- 
noon Beaufighters of the Coastal Com- 
mand attacked an enemy convoy off the 
Norwegian coast. A large merchant ship 
was hit by a torpedo and several smaller 
ships were damaged by cannon Are. 

9 APRIL 
U. S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Operations to soften up Truk continued. 

Moen and Dublon Islands in the Truk 
Atoll were bombed by 7th AAF planes on 
the nieht of 7 April (West Longitude 
date). -At Moen the airstrip was hit and 
at Tluhlon wharves and fuel reservoirs - - . . .. 
were hit. Single Liberators from the same 
force hit Oroluk Ponape and Ujelang. 
Army and MariAe aircraft bombed and 
strafed Ponape 7 April. 

Four enemv-held atolls in the Marshalls 
were bombed'and strafed by Army, Navy 
and Marine aircraft. At one objective a 
large explosion was observed. Other Ares 
and exulosions were numerous. Antiair- 
craft Are ranged from moderate to meager. 

NAPLES Navy--On the coast of Dalma- 
tia the enemy-held town of Bar and'tts 
harbor with other enemy positions a t  U1- 
cini were shelled by light naval forces on 
thenight  of 6-7 April. -On the same night 
farther north amone the islands our naval - .. . ... -. .. . . . . . . 
forces captured an  k e m y  schooner. 

bombers struck Dublon a t  night with 51 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS I N  THE S O U T H -  
WEST PACIFIoTruk : Our Solomons-based 

tons of explosives, causing flres and ex- 
plosions which blanketed the area. Fur- 
ther reports on our 2 April attack bring 
the total of enemy planes destroyed to 38. 

10 APRIL 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Mitchell bombers of the 7th AAF and 

Marine flghters struck Ponape on 8 April 
(West Longitude date). On the same day, 
48 tons of- bombs were dropped on four 
enemy positions in the Marshalls by Army, 
Navy and Marine aircraft. Runways were 
hit and fires started. Incendiary bombs 
were dropped on Oroluk by a search plane 
of Fleet Air Wing 2. All our planes re- 
turned. 

CEYLON British Eastern Fleet-Patrols 
recently Aarried out in the Indian Ocean 
by His Majesty's ships, naval aircraft and 
shore-based RAF planes resulted in the 
interception of two large blockade runners 
or supply ships. After being attacked, the 
enemy scuttled and abandoned both ships. 

From one of these ships survivors were 
rescued and made prisoners, but opera- 
tions to rescue survivors of the other were 
halted by the suspected presence of sub- 
marines in the area. These successes ob- 
tained against ships which were probably 
carrying valuable cargoes of oil or raw 
materials were achieved without damage 
or casualties to His Majesty's ships or  
aircraft. 

CHUNQKINQ 14th AAF-Mitchells on a 
raid at the s&thern tip of Hainan Island 
attacked a number of small vessels and 
damaged a 1,000-ton freighter . . . Addi- 
tional reports for 7 April state that our 
Liberators probably sank a 1.000-ton 
freighter in the China Sea and two large 
vessels off Hainan Island . . Fighters 
on a coastal sweep ,strafed &fee large 
barges and several Junks, leaving them 
burning. 

11 APRlL 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Press Release 
Ailuk Rongelap Likiep, and Utirik 

atolls $nd Mejit ;&land in the Marshalls 
have been reconnoitered by our forces and 
U .  S. sovereignty established thepeon. 

An airfleld on Ponaae was bombed by 
'Ith-AAF aircraft 9 Apiil (West Longitudk 
date). On the same day Army, Navy and 
Marine aircraft dropped 5 5  tons of bombs 
on four enemy positions in the Marshalls. 
Wharves, barracks, hangars, gun positions 
and airstrips were hit. One Navy search 
plane bombed Ulul Island and another 
strafed two small craft near Ponape. 

NAPLES, Navy-It is reported that on 
8 April a U. S. minesweeper on patrol off 
the  Anzio beachhead shot down a JU-88. 
A-U. Sy destroyer in the same area bom- 
barded enemy positions 9 April. 

Moscow, Russia% broadcast - Three 





The Month‘s Alnavs in Brief 
The following A k a v s  were issued in 

the period 21 March to 20 April 1944: 
No. 64 - Revising instructions cov- 

ering addresses of war prisoners. The 
address should include the prisoner’s 
name, rank, internment number if 
known, camp name o r  number, and 
country of internment, Across the 
face of the cover below the address: 
Via New York City. ,. No. 65 - Announcing commissioned 
rank corresponding to present relative 
rank f o r  members of Navy Nurse 
Corps, effective 26 February 1944, for 
duration of present war and six 
months thereafter. New oaths of of- 
fice are not required to effect change 
in status. No changes in existing in- 
structions relating to authority, man- 
ner of appointment, service for  longe- 
vity, or pay status. 

No. 66 - Establishing the Naval 
Air Center, 14th Naval District. 

No. 67 - Outlining procedure for 
reducing the interval of time between 
the commission of meritorious or  he- 
roic acts o r  service and the announce- 
ment and presentation of appropriate 
awards. 

No. 68 - Directing advancement in 
rating and correction of records and 
pay accounts of firemen first, second 
and third class who were reduced in 
pay grade 1 January 1944 through 
failure of commanding officers to  com- 
ply with BuPers Circ. Ltr. 205-43 and 
in cases of men in transit on 1 Jan- 
uary 1944. 

No. 69 - Relating to  transfer of 
profits of ship’s stores. 

No. 70 - Requesting commanding 
officers (reporting seniors) who con- 
sider a temporary officer or reserve 
officer of the line or staff suitable ma- 
terial for eventual appointment to  
permanent commissioned or warrant 
rank in the regular Navy to  include 
a statement to that effect in remarks 
of fitness reports submitted in the 
future, including that of 31 March 
1944. 

No. 71 - Designating, in confor- 
mance with act of Congress, the heads 
of the Paymaster’s Department and 
the Quartermaster’s Department of 
the Marine Corps as “The Paymaster 
General of the Marine Corps” and 
“The Quartermaster General of the 
Marine Corps,” respectively. 

No. 72 - Relating to wearing of 
Presidential Unit Citation. Interprets 
Alnav 137 of July 1943 as providing 
that only those actually present and 
who participated in the action, or one 
of the actions if more than one is 
mefitioned, upon which the citation is 
based shall wear the ribbon with star 
permanently. Personnel attached to 
the cited unit but not present or par- 
ticipating in the basic action or ac- 
tions and personnel who subsequently 
joined the cited unit shall wear the 

citation ribbon without star and then 
only while attached to that unit. 

No. 73 - Appointment of officers on 
the active list of the regular Navy, 
Naval Reserve and Women’s Reserve 
(but not Navy Nurse Corps) of the 
ranks of ensign and lieutenant junior 
grade, line and staff corps, with con- 
tinuous active duty in their respective 
ranks since 1 March 1943 or  earlier 
to the next higher rank, to rank from 
1 April 1944. 

No. 74-Appointment of officers on 
the retired lists of the regular Navy 
and Naval Reserve of the’same rank 
and meeting same continuous active 
duty requirement as in Alnav 73 to 
the next higher rank, to  rank from 
1 April 1944. 

No. 75 - Directing supply officers 
ashore within U. S. and at permanent 
bases outside U. S. to plan report on 
money value of materials, by classes, 
carried in APA inventory as of 30 
June 1944. 

No. 76 - Instructing Navy postal 
personnel that  all letters and post- 
cards pertaining to Federal or state 
war ballots, and identifiable as such in 
any manner, be given airmail trans- 

portation and the most expeditious 
handling possible; that the law con- 
templates that  such matter will be 
carried as airmail, free of postage; 
that detailed instructions for handling 
war ballot mail will follow. 

No. 77 - Discontinuing immediately 
(with certain exceptions) submission 
of NavMed Form B (report of allot- 
ment expenditures and obligations) by 
all ships, including hospital ships; all 
Marine Corps and construction bat- 
talion organizations outside conti- 
nental U. S., including those in Alaska 

vanced base accounting procedures as I 

govern termination- of money allow- 
ance for quarters for dependents of 
enlisted men and filing of application 
for their family allowance. (See story 
on page 19.) 

No. 79-States that  personnel trans- 
ferred to overseas bases and task 
forces or  fleet units are not obtaining 
proper mail address instructions prior 
to their transfer. Unless correct ad- 
dresses are used;violation of security 
and unsatisfactory postal service, in- 
cluding delays and losses of mail, will 

. 

1. You are most likely to find an no matter what their rank, are never 
isobar: (a) on a weather map; (b) in saluted by enlisted men. 
Iceland; (c) wherever liquor is sold; 14. What is the first U. S. cruiser 
(d) on the dashboard of a B-24? in history to be named after a foreign 

Decatur, die? 15. What is a “donkey’s break- 

of these aboard old ships: (a) Charley 
Noble; (b) Jamie Green; (c) Jolly 
Roger? 

ters DM indicate? 17. How did the life buoy come 

18. Where-and what-is the 

19. Who was the founder of the 

2. How did the naval hero, Stephen capital city? 

3. Could you have identified each fast”? d.fl 
4 a 

4. What type of vessels do the let- 16. Can you identify this ship? 

5. What was the Eagle boat? into its name? 
6. How many blades are 

there in the propeIler design 
of the Distinguished Flying 
Cross? 

7. What do these signal 
flags predict? + 

8. Which kind of electric 
current is more extensively 
used aboard modern naval 3. (a) Galley smokestack: (b 

greatest ocean depth found? 

U. S. Coast Guard? 

Answers to Quiz 
Y. 111 d uuci ( l 0 U W ) .  

beneath the bowsprit and jib ‘b 
tea clipper ; (c)  black --- -- -:- 

4. Light minelayers. 

wkr,$ &yI zf c ~ ~ < f +  $::$Eed during 

surface combatant vessels : 
AC or DC? 

m n  aboard a battleshir, is about the 6. Four. 
9. A grain of powder used in a big 1 

I 
I 

- 
size of: (a) a particle- of dust; (b) 
a pea; (c) a man’s thumb. 9. (c)  A man’s thumb. 

by deck court. 
on trial? 

(a) south of New Guinea; (b) north 
of New Ireland; (c) west of the Phil- 
ippines; (d) east of the Gilbert fl’ytFThe German battleship T+,itp 
Islands? 17. By dropping the last thr 

named? 

i: zgfricane Or 
gale* 

16. An enlisted man objects to trial i!: 7G.summaQ‘ court-martia1* 
How can he be placed 12. Birds and general word classiflca- 

tions of logical and ei 
13. False. 

11. The island of Truk is situated: 14. The uss Calzberra in honor of the 
Australian cruiser sunk’in the Solomons 
and the capital city of Australia. 

15. A seaman’s mattress having straw 

12. After what are mine sweepers E$gz:stboufo~$&nao 1 ~ 1 ~ - - -  _ _ _  _ _ _ _  
Philippines, sometimes called the Mindanao 

13. Tme 01 false: Navy nurse% Deep 19.’ Alexander 35.400 feet. Hamilton, 4 August 1790. 



Letters to the Editor 
( Continned from Page 36)  

General Order 107 (semi-monthly N. D. 
Bul., 1 5  Feb., 44-165).-E~. 

PILOT COMMENDED FOR RESCUE 
To THE EDITOR : 

There are two heroes in the “Survival 
in the South Seas” story (INFORMATION 
BULLETIN, February 1944)-The author and 
the pilot of the rescue plane. For my 
money, the rescue-plane pilot deserves rec- 
ognition, to say nothing of identification.- 
C.T.D., Lt. (jg), USNR. 

Pilot o f  the rescue plane was Lt.  ( j g )  
Robert L. Hamblin, USN, of Altmar, N. Y. ,  
who was commended by Admiral TV. ,F. 
Halsey Jr. USN Commander South Paczfic 
A,rea and k’outi Pacific Force, for “superb 
skall and judgment” in accomplishing the 
‘reSCue.-ED. 
CPO REQUIREMENTS 
To THE EDITOR : 

Can a chief specialist (S), acting ap- 
pointment, Naval Reserve, be given a per- 
manent appointment if he has served one 
year in the grade?J.L.T CSp. ( S )  USNR. 
* Yes, i f  serving in .a sea-’;luty statu: after 
completing 1 2  months continuous service 
under acting appointment. If serving 
ashore, the requarement is 84  months in 
pay grade I-A, with aw nwnths of service 
cn a sea-duty status zn pay grades I -A  or 
2 deductible f rom the requirement. Sea- 
duty status is considered as including 
shore duty beyond the continental United 
States. For further details see BuPers 
Circ. Ltr. NO. 110-45 in the’dl December 
1 9 4 5  cunauZative edition of semi-monthly 
N.  D. Bnl., R-1185, page 754.-ED. 
To THE EDITOR: 
, What required time must a petty officer 
flrst class (no sea-duty qualifications) 
serve in that classification before he will 
be eligible for recommendation by his 
commanding officer for temporary appoint- 
ment to chief petty officer in the naval 
reserve?-P.H.S., SKlc, USNR. 

BuPers Circ. Ltr. 110-45 (semi-monthly 
N.,D. Bul., 1 July 1945, I?-1185) gives re- 
quzrements for  GPO actang appozntment 
USN and USRR, inchding 18 months ill 
present rate and six months sea duty. 
The 18-month requirement can be reduced 
to  nine months in certain caaes but the 
sea service cannot be waived ixcept by 
the Bureau. For authority and instruc- 
tions governing advancement in rating to 
CPO, acting, see also BuPers Circ. Ltr. 
77-44 (semi-monthly N. D. Bul., 1 5  March, 
4 4-314)  .-ED. 
NUMERALS UNAUTHORIZED 
To THE EDITOR: 

InfoFmktion is requested regarding the 
wearing of bronze (or brass) numerals on 
the various campaign bars of this war. 
I would like to know what they stand for, 
and the authorization for wearing them. 
My shipmates and I find the BULLETIN 
very interesting.-G.B.D. Jr., Y2c. 

Numerals are ho t  authorized; see Gen- 
eral Order No. 807, Paragraph 1 (semi- 
monthly N. D. Bul., 15 Feb., 44-165) .  
Latest oncia1 list of operations and en- 
gagements f o r  which stars may be worn 
on area service ribbons is also contained 
in General Order No. 107,  and in the IN- 

MEDAL QUALIFICATIONS 

FORMATION BULLETIN O f  March 1944,  page 
66.-ED. 

To TIJE EDITOR : 
Are former merchant marine officers 

now on active duty in the Navy entitled 
to wear the American Defense Ribbon 
with the numeral “1” in the center. pro- 
viding they were actively engaged in the 
merchant marine prior to Pearl Harbor 
and within the designated period of the 
emergency?-R.W.H., Ens., USNR. 

No. The American Defense Bervice 
Medal i s  authorized only to members of 
the Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard 
serving on active duty under oncial orders 
during the period 8 September 1989 to 7 
December 1941  or any part thereof. For 
details see General Order 172 10 April 
1948 .  bs to numerals, see answir to letter 
next above this one.-ED. 

NQ STAR FOR SURVIVORS 
To THE EDITOR : 

I was aboard the uss Vincennes, sunk 
9 August 1 9 4 2  in the Battle of Savo 

Island. I have seen enlisted men wearing 
a gold star on their dress blues and I 
understood it was to signify a iurvivor 
of a sunken ship lost in combat with the 
enemy. Please advise me if this is au- 
thorized.-A.R.E., GMM2c. 

The wearing of a gold star on the uni- 
f o rm of enlisted personnel to indicate sur- 
vzval of torpedoed or sunken 6haps in en- 
emy combat as not authorized by the Navy 
Department.-ED. 

NO HELlcOPTERS 
To THE EDITOR : 

In your January 1 9 4 4  issue page 24 
appears a‘picture of the us; Saratogd 
with the caption, “The uss Saratoga heads 
into the wind to receive returning planes.” 
If so, they must be helicopters. Take a 

good look a t  the crowded flight deck.- 

The caption was correct. You may rest 
assured that other preparations for re- 
ceiving returning planes included moving 
some of those o n  the flight deck.-ED. 

COAST GUARD STANDARDS 

E.C.W., sI(lC, USNR. 

TO THE EDITOR : 
On page 63 of the March INFORMATION 

BULLETIN there is a news item headed 
“Standards Modifled for Commission in’ 
the Naval Reserve.” Does this apply to 
members of the Coast Guard Reserve?- 
A.R.M., BM2c. USCQR. 

No.-ED. 

HOW IT STARTED 
TO THE EDITOR: 

I see,by the letters department in your 
March issue that E.W.A. questions your 
version, of the origin of the globe on the 
electrician’s-mate rating badge (INFORMA- 
TION BULLETIN November 1943 page 7 0 ) .  
Well, I heard’it your way frbm a man 
who already was an  old-timer in the Navy 
when I enlisted in 1911.  When the badges 
were delivered he said the mistake was 
noted. but bedause of ihe large quantity 
deliveied. they were accepted rather than 
cause the contractor a loss by rejection.- 
H.Y.. CBM(PA), USN (Ret). 

Any other versions?-ED. 

EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL 

In “A Summary of Regulations Governing 
the Issuance and Wearing of Decorations 
Medals and Ribbons for Naval Personnel: 
NAVPERS 15016, Revised June 1943,” It 
is stated that the Expeditionary Medal 
will be awarded to officers and enlisted 
men of the Navy and Marine Corps. Has 
this medal ever been awarded to anyone 
in the U. S. Coast Guard? Has it been 
awarded to anyone in the Coast Guard 
for action in World War  II? 

I served an enlistment in the Navy cov- 
ering World War  I and have now been in 
the Coast Guard for almost two years. At 
present I am in command of a large se- 
curity ktation. I would like you to know 
how much the offlcers and men of this 
station appreciate your vigorous, interest- 
ing. informative magazine. This is the 
best service information bulletin that I 
have seen in either war. We use it to a 
great extent in building morale and in 
keeping our men informed about new 
things in the naval service.-F.V.B., Lt., 

The Naval h’xpeditionary Medal has not 
been authorwed for any service in Wo,rld 
W a r  11 exceph that perfonzed by the de- 
fenders of Wake  Island in December 1941. 
For this heroic engagement, the medal has 

TO THE EDITOR : 

USCGR. 

TO THE EDITOR : 
BuPers recently has established rates 

for barbers. cobblers. tailors and laundrv- 
men working in ship’s service depact- 
ments. But what about men in other 
ship’s service positions? I I refer particu- 
larly to the men in the offices who handle 
the bookkeeping and accounting end of it 
who assist in administrative and super: 
visory duties and who handle the stocks? 
-W.W.A., SKlc, USNR. 

men working in ship’s service depact- 
ments. But what about men in other 
ship’s service positions? I I refer particu- 
larly to the men in the offices who handle 
the bookkeeping and accounting end of it 
who assist in administrative and super: 
visory duties and who handle the stocks? 
-W.W.A., SKlc, USNR. 

Only the four ship3 service ratings you 
mentioned above were deemed necessary 
at this time. Appropriate ratings already 
exist to provide necessary personnel to 
hawdle other duties than those provided 
by the ship’s service me& ratings. I t  i s  
the polfcy o BuPers to use civilian em- 
ployees to t i e  greatest extent possible in 
full-time ship’s service work ashore. This 
policy was amplified in a letter from Bu- 
Per8 (Pers-565-AfED/JF of 15 February 
1 9 4 4 )  inviting wives dependents and rela- 
tives of oficer and’ enlisted personnel to 
apply for  positions in ship’s service depart- 
ments ashore.-ED. 

DISABILITY AND PROMOTION 
TO THE EDITOR: 

What is the status regarding promotion 
to chief petty officer or warrant officer of 
regular Navy men assigned to limited 
shore duty only due  to physical disabilities 
caused by injuries received in acti0.n with 
the enemy?-R.E.W E M l c  USN. 

Men performing Zzmited ihore duty are 
etigible for promotion to chief petty oncer 
if they are able to perform the duties of 
the rate. Such men however, are not 
eligible for warrant g&de.-ED. 

TO SALUTE OR NOT . . . 
TO THE EDITOR: 

Question 1 8  of your saluting quiz (IN- 

“An officer. covered and walking down a 
FORMATION BULLETIN, Jan., 1 9 4 4 )  says : 

passageway of a Navy building encoun- 
ters a senior offlcer who is incovered. 
Should he salute?’ Your answer was 
“Yes.” I was always under the impres- 
sion all salutes had to be returned and 
don’t see how it could be in this case as 
the senior officer is not covered . . . Also . . . Daze 20 shows an  enlisted man re- 
porting covered and rendering a salute. 
The offlcer is uncovered and I maintain he 
will be unable to return the salute.4.D.. 
RM3c, USCQ. 

You salute i f  you are c o v e r 6 r e g a r d -  
less of whether the person you salute 2s 
covered or not. Since Navy Regulations 
(Art.  166 [SI) specify that the salute can 
be executed only when covered, an  oncer 
without headdress cannot return a salute 
(although he may acknowledge it by nod 
or greeting).-ED. 

CLOTHING ALLOWANCE 
T O  THE EDITUR: 

Am I entitled to the $250 clothing al- 
lowance under these circumstances? I 
flrst entered the Navy in May 1913 and 
was transferred to the Fleet Naval Re- 
serve (Class F4C) in April 1930. I was 
called up in February 1940 for physical 
examination and was classed as unflt for 
duty at sea or afloat. On 1 May 1940 I 
was retired on disability. On 3 March 
1 9 4 2  I was reexamined and classed as flt 
for  shore duty, and I reported for duty 
that date. Inasmuch as I was not sup- 
posed to keep any uniform after I was 
retired, I feel I am entitled to the allow- 
a nre 

Another question I would like answered 
concerns my longevity pay. I’m only 
drawing 45 per cent. All my active ser- 
vice was continuous, with an honorable 
discharge. Am I entitled to the 50 per 
cent or not?-A.H., C W T, USN, (Ret.). 

T o  your first question, the awwer  is 
No. B y  law, o?zly enlisted personnel re- 
porting for actave duty on and a f ter  i 
June 1948 are entitled to the cash clothjng 
allow3ance. A s  to your second questzon, 
more information would be necessary to  
artswer it, because of the wide scope of 
present laws. You  should submit an o n -  
cia1 request to the Chief of Naval Per- 
sonnel for statement of service for  pay 
purposes.-ED. 







which so enraged them that they re- 





shore, he completed his missions and 
retired without loss or damage. 
k c a p t .  Paul L. Mather, USN, Wash- 
ington, D. C.: In command of the 
headquarters ship of a major task 
force during the assault on Sicily, he 
1. L 1 L, 1 . , . A .  2 1 * 1 .L, 

New Zealam? Airman 
Gets Legiom of Merit 

Squadron Leader Henry Camp- 
~ - 1 1  TTT-II _ _ _ _  -2 LI.. n ._._ 7 ~7 .... m.- 

ass z: 
vi11 
tile 
Sic 
___I 



llf 5 
I get 
ty of 
eous 
last 

nber 
; life 

USN, 
dpus __  -1. 



proceeded through dangerous enemy- 
infested territory to administer last 
rites and spiritual aid. In this action 
he crossed and recrossed Japanese-held 
jungle territory. * Lieut. Harold R. Fleck, USNR, New 
York, N. Y.: When a causeway being 
moved inshore by his vessel struck a 
mine during the invasion of Sicily, re- 
sulting in many casualties, he skillfully 
beached the crippled ship under con- 
centrated fire, discharged his vital 
cargo and retreated without further 
damage. * Lieut. William H. McClaskey, USNR, 
Seattle, Wash.: As officer of the deck 
aboard a submarine in Japanese wa- 
ters, he greatly assisted on numerous 
occasions in sighting the enemy and 
enabling his own vessel to close within 
effective range. He contributed mate- 
rially to  the destruction of 12  enemy 
vessels and the damaging of two more. 

Lieut. Jonh T. Salistean, USN, Oma- 
ha, Neb. Commanding the uss LST 379 
during the invasion of Italy, he suc- 
ceeded in beaching his ship and dis- 
charging the assault troops and cargo 
after an enemy shell had temporarily 
disrupted the controls. He directed the 
ship through mine-studded waters un- 
der withering blasts of enemy shell and 
mortar fire. 
ALieut. David K. Sloan Jr., USN, 
Muncy, Pa. (missing in action) : Pro- 
viding accurate and timely information 
as assistant approach officer in a sub- 
marine in Japanese waters, he greatly 
assisted in the execution of two impor- 
tant missions which sank 11 enemy 
vessesl and damaged one. On one oc- 
casion he conducted a night engagement 
which resulted in destruction of an im- 
portant J ap  cargo vessel. 

Lieut. William Villella, USN, San 
Diego, Calif. : As commanding officer of 
a tank-landing ship in the Solomons 16 
June 1943, he was instrumental in sav- 
ing his ship as well as the lives of crew 
and passengers by effectively directing 
fire fighting and damage control when 
his ship was subjected to several dive- 
bombing and strafing attacks which 
fired the highly inflamable cargo. 
a L t .  ( jg) Benjamin F. Jetton, USNR, 
Tampa, Fla., (missing in action) and 
Ens. William C. Hedrick Jr., USNR, 
Lexington, Ky. (missing in action) : 
As communications officer and assistant 
communications officer aboard the USS 
Strong when that vessel was torpedoed 
and sunk by the Japanese in Kula Gulf 
5 July 1943, they insisted on remaining 
below decks in order to  destroy secret 
and confidential matter, continuinn 
their self-imposed task until the Strong 
went down. 
*Lt. (jg) Caydar E. Swenson, USN, 
Portsmouth. Va. : He conducted 1 h k  
boat group over enemy mine fields and 
directed the assault waves t o  assigned 
beaches during the assault on Salerno, 
depite sustained enemy attack for more 
than four hours. His skill and fear- 
lessness contributed materially to  the 
success of the operations. 
*Lt. ( jg) James M. Tidball, USNR, 
Indianapolis, Ind. : Commanding the 
uss LCI ( L )  339 during the initial at- 
tack on Lae, he maneuvered through 
withering enemy machine-gun fire and 
shells from shore batteries to success- 
fully beach his sinking vessel and un- 
load troops and cargo. * Ens. Raymond Bjorklund, USNR, 
Pana, Ill.: Attached to the uss LTC 19 

Official U. S. Navy photograph 
PILOT DECORATED THIRD TIME: Lt. (jg) Wilma S .  Fowler, USNR, Phillips, 

Tex., receives a Gold Star in lieu of a second Distinguished Flying Cross from 
Rear Admiral Albert C. Read, USN, for his attacks against two U-boats in the 
Atlantic theater. He preuiously had won the Silver Star Medal. Despite numerous 
hits on his plane, Lieutenant Fowler dropped three depth bombs close to one sub. 
One bomb exploded directly under the stern. He then flew his badly damaged 
plane back to his carrier and landed safely. 

during the invasion of Salerno, he took 
over the duties of the commanding of- 
ficer, who was missing, when the cargo 
of gasoline was fired by an enemy 
bomb. He supervised abandon-ship 
operations and effected the rescue of a 
badly wounded soldier who was help- 
less in the sea. 
*Ens. James P. Diforio, U S ~ R ,  Ma- 
maroneck, N. y.: As amphibious offi- 
cer during the assault on Salerno, he 
piloted a boat through mined waters 
to its assigned position, guided assault 
waves to a heavily defended beach and 
maintained his position for three hours 
while his boat was under sustained 
fire. 
*Ens. George R. Woodmore, USNR, 
Frederick, Okla. (posthumously) : As 
gunfire liason officer attached to  an in- 
fantry division during the invasion of 
Italy, he established a fire-control com- 
munication unit in an advanced posi- 
tion and maintained continuous con- 
tact with the firing ship. He directed 
fire with remarkable effectiveness un- 
til killed by an enemy barrage. 
*Pierce R. Moore, MoMMlc, USNR, 
Mechanicsville, N. Y. (missing in ac- 
tion): A member of a salvage-boat 
crew during the invasion of Salerno. 
he worked with outstanding courage in 
the face of intense enemy fire and ren- 
dered valuable assistance in returning 
many stranded craft t o  service. He 
continued his hazardous task until the - 
boat in which he was embarked was 
sunk by enemy fire. 
*Cyril E. Knight, Cox, USNR, Brady 
Lake, Ohio: A member of an Armed 
Guard crew in the ss Cape Mohican 

during operations in the Mediterra- 
nean area 1 August 1943, he climbed 
a vertical ladder to man his gun after 
he had been thrown to  the deck and a 
bone in his arm splintered when an 
enemy torpedo struck. Only when it 
was apparent that no further contact 
could be made 'with the enemy did he 
consent to  undergo medical treatment. 

* Comdr. Alfred L. Cope, USN, Savan- 
nah, Ga.: He boarded a wrecked non- 
rigid airship in the Bay of Biscay 30 
October 1943 and, aware of the danger 
in flying a ship with one propeller and 
power plant wrecked, he free-bal- 
looned the airship from the water and, 
with the ~ assistance of a volunteer 
crew, returned it safely to base, where 
a skillful landing was effected. 

(See Page 57) 
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SQUADRON LEADER H 0 N 0 RED: 

Lt. Comdr. Howard M .  Auery, USN, 
Rancho Santa Fe, Calif., has been dec- 
orated with the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for attacking and probably 
destroying a submarine last October. 
Unsupported by fighter planes, the 
squadron leader scored a direct hit 
with a depth bomb. An  extensive oil 
slick and large tank-like objects later 
came to the surface, indicating that 
the U-boat probably was destroyed. 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING 
CROSS cont. 
aComdr .  Joseph A. Ruddy Jr., USN, 
New York, N. Y.: Leading a flight of 
bombers from the uss Ranger during 
the attack on shipping off Bodo, Nor- 
way, 4 October 1943, he scored direct 
hits on two merchant vessels, leaving 
them burning furiously, and inflicteb 
severe damage on three other merchant 
vessels, one oil carrier and a torpedo 
boat. His superb flying skill contrib- 
uted greatly to disruption of enemy 
supply lines. 
*Lt. Comdr. Bertram J. Prueher, 
USN, Bloomer, Wis. (missing in ac- 
tion) : Persistently tracking a hostile 
submarine while piloting a bomber in 
the South Atlantic, he pressed home 
repeated attacks which severely dam- 
aged the U-boat and ultimately forced 
the Nazi crew to scuttle the submarine. 
*Lt. Comdr. David W. Taylor Jr., 
USN, San Francisco, Calif. : Leading 
his squadron from the uss Ranger 
against a well-defended merchant ves- 
sel during the attack on enemy ship- 
ping off Bodo, Norway, 4 October 1943, 
he scored three direct hits amidships 
and left the hostile vessel in flames. He 
pressed home this vigorous attack in 
the face of heavy antiaircraft fire. * Lieut. Charles A. Anderson, USN, 
Chicago, Ill. (posthumously) : As 
scouting plane pilot attached to the 
uss S a v a n n a h during operations 
against Sicily, he carried out extreme- 
ly dangerous missions deep into enemy 
territory and furnished accurate spot- 
ting information despite heavy opposi- 
tion. 
*Lt. (jg) Oren R. Chrjstian, USNR, 
Los Angeles, Calif.: During a coordi- 
nated attack on an enemy submarine 
in the Caribbean, he assumed com- 
mand after the pilot had been mortally 
wounded and pressed home a relentless 
bombing attack despite intense anti- 
aircraft and damage to his instrument 
panel. 
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*Lt. (jg) John W. Dresbach, USNR, 
Kingston, Ohio (posthumously) : As 
commander and pilot of a plane in CO- 
ordinated attack on an enemy submar- 
ine in the Caribbean, he released his 
depth charges and closed range on the 
target although mortally wounded by 
enemy fire. His cool courage and su- 
perb airmanship contributed materi- 
ally to  eventual destruction of the sub- 
marine. (“A Nazi U-boat Fights 
Back,” INFORMATION BULLETIN, Jan. 
1944.) * Lt. (jg) Jack K. Gierisch, USN, Nor- 
folk, Va.: Emerging from a cloud and 
spotting a hostile submarine surfaced 
dead ahead, he went into a dive which 
enabled his bow gunner to open fire 
with .a .50-calibre machine gun into the 
conning tower. Levelling out, he 
pressed home a bombing attack. Two 
of the explosions obliterated the swirl 
of the diving sub and were followed 
by a large oil slick. 
*Lt. ( jg) Grover C. Hannever, USNR, 
Providence, R. I.; Ens. Eugene L. 
Coupe, USNR, Nebraska City, Neb., 
(missing in action); Ens. Robert Te- 
han, USNR, st. Louis;Mo., (missing in 
action); Howard C. Brandon, ACRM, 
uSN, Lithonia, Ga., (missing in ac- 
tion); Clyde A. Smith, ACMM, USN, 
Harvard, Idaho, (missing in action) ; 
Gordon G. Merrick, AOMlc, USNR, 
Memphis, Mich., (missing in action) ; 
John R. Van Horn, AMMlc, USNR, 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., (missing in ac- 
tion); Donald W. Gardner, ARM2c, 
USNR, Huron, S. Dak., (missing in ac- 
tion), and Joseph Mihalsky, S ~ C ,  USN, 
Whiting, Ind., (missing in action) : 
Participating as  crew members of 
a heavy bomber in action against an 
enemy undersea craft, they pressed 
home an attack with courage, tenacity 
and skill, assuring eventual destruction 
of the hostile craft. Their superb air- 
manship and devotion to duty were in 
the highest traditions of the U. S. 
naval service. 

Lt. (jg) Richard G. Johnson, USNR, 
Fullerton, Calif. (missing in action) : 
A fighter pilot during the attacks on 
Tarawa and Wake Island, September- 
October 1943, he destroyed one Japan- 
ese bomber on the ground. On another 
occasion, when attacked by hostile 
fighters he promptly took the initiative 
and shot down two more. 

Official U. S. Nary photographs 

THEIR TEAMWORK PAYED OFF: 
Distinguished Flying Crosses have 
been presented to Lieut. Stewart B. 
Holt (left), USNR, Norfolk, Va., and 
Ens. Joseph D .  Horn, USNR, Long 
Beach, Calif., for an attack om a Nazi 
sub. The former attacked and prob- 
ably destroyed the U-boat as it was 
crash diving, while the latter strafed 
the enemy craft at am extremely low 
altitude. 

. 

*Lt. (jg) Billy E. Robertson, USNR, 
Broken Arrow, Okla. (posthumously) : 
When his plane was attacked by eight 
enemy fighters over the Bay of Biscay, 
he directed gunfire in support of his 
patrol-plane commander and remained 
steadfastly at his post until killed by 
an exploding enemy shell. 
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NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL 

*Lieut. Lawrence J. Mack, USNR, St. 
Paul, Minn.: Command pilot of Blimp 
K-34 taking off from NAS, Charles- 
ton, S. C., he skillfully maneuvered the 
ship down a seaplane ramp and let it  
settle into the river waters when he 
ascertained that a ground crewman 
was entangled in the short lines and in 
danger of being hauled aloft and 
dropped. He then leaped into the dark 
waters and towed the man safely to a 
nearby buoy. * Lieut. Herbert J. Miller, USNR, Seat- 
tle, Wash.: Extinguishing a raging 
fire aboard his ship off Cape May, 
N. J., 21-23 November 1943, he di- 
rected the firefighting party almost 
continuously far more than 30 hours, 
repeatedly exposing himself to danger. 
With the larger blazes ,under control, 
he renewed his tireless work when ex- 
plosions started new ones. * Lieut. Donald A. Regan, USNR, East 
Boston, Mass.: When his destroyer 
was damaged during action in the 
Kula Gulf, 5 July 1943, he entered a 
flooded engine room to rescue a ser- 
iously wounded companion and lower 
him over the side to safety on a life 
raft. Later his efforts resulted in the 
rescue of other shipmates and himself 
by friendly vessels. 
*Lt. ( jg) Leonard P. Habig, USNR, 
Maplewood, N. J.: Although his ankle 
had been shattered by enemy shrapnel 
during severe strafing and bombing of 
the torpedo boat in which he served, 
he courageously assisted in the rescue 
of the crew of a blazing craft nearby. 
He remained steadfastly at his posi- 
tion, gallantly persisting in his duties, 
until he collapsed. 
*Charles D. Rodgers, Sp (G)Ic, 
USCGR, West Hazleton, Pa. : Checking 
railroad piers during patrol duty, he 
discovered the ground area beneath a 
string of tank cars was a mass of 
flames. He turned in an alarm and 
attempted to fight the blaze alone. 
Finally, with the assistance of an en- 
gineer and brakeman, he detached a 
flaming tank car and drew adjoining 
filled cars away from the blaze. 
*Ross H. Terrien, AMMlc, USCG, 
Steilacoom, Wash.: During the rescue 
of two members of a plane lost off 
Fowey Rocks Light, Fla., 19 Novem- 
ber 1943, he courageously went over 
the side of the rescuing aircraft and, 
swimming against gigantic waves, car- 
ried a line to the weak and exhausted 
men, who were then hauled aboard. 
*John H. Vieth Jr., ARMlc, USN, 
Overland, Mo.: Serving in a patrol 
bomber which had completed the rescue 
of an Army pilot from Russell Island 
and then crashed off Lunga Point 1 
January 1943, he refused to  save him- 
self until he had succeeded in bringing 
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SURPRISED SUB: The Air Medal was 
awarded Ens. Barton C. Sheela, USNR, 
of Bakersfield, Calif., torpedo bomber 
pilot, for his adroit plane handling in 
an antisub attack. By taking advan- 
tage of available cloud cover, he suc- 
ceeded in completely surprising an 
already-alerted U-boat, which was 
forced to submerge and cease its anti- 
aircraft fire. The sub later was sunk 
by another plane. 

AIR MEDAL cont. 
and cool action under fire contributed 
materially to disrupting enemy supply 
lines. * Lt. (jg) William E. Dill, USNR, Bal- 
timore, Md.: Flying through a brist- 
ling hail of antiaircraft in a raid on 
enemy shipping near Bodo, Norway, 
he scored a direct hit on a hostile car- 
go vessel while completely surrounded 
by enemy shell bursts. 

Lt. (jg) Grover C. Hannever, USNR, 
Providence, R. I.: As pilot of a bomb- 
ing plane during an attack on an 
enemy submarine, he assisted in plan- 
ning and executing the attack and 
later in restoring the damaged plane 
to normal flight and flying it safely 
back t o  base. * Lt. ( jg) Frederic B. Sleyster, USNR, 
Perry, Mo. (missing in action) : Vol- 
unteering for the first flight to strike 
at hostile shipping and the enemy air- 
drome a t  Kahili, he pressed home a 
vigorous attack despite poor visibility. 
He contributed to the destruction of 
one vessel and heavy damage to shore 
installations during the action of 28 
February 1943. 

Lt. ( jg) Gerald W. Thomas, USNR, 
Small, Idaho: Twice sweeping down to 
masthead level to bomb an oil tanker 
during the attack on enemy ship- 
ping off Bodo, Norway, he left the 
enemy vessel beached and down a t  the 
stern. Although his plane was struck 
several times in the engine, he returned 
to  his carrier, the uss Ranger. 
*Lt. (jg) John A. L. Thomas, USNR, 
Bala Cynwyd, Pa.: Carrying out a 
daring daylight strike against 10 Jap- 
anese ships in Kahili harbor, 17 July 
1943, he contributed greatly to the 
complete destruction of seven hostile 
vessels and 49 aircraft, and to the 
damaging of another ship. 
*Lt. ( jg) Norman L. Waggoner, 
USNR, Burlingame, Calif.: on two oc- 
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casions, assigned to a dangerous task 
in the Buin-Faisi area, he displayed 
exceptional flying and navigational 
ability despite blinding searchlights 
and fierce opposition. He participated 
in numerous missions from March to  
July 1943. * Lt. (jg) Henry C. Weber Jr., USNR, 
Detroit, Mich. (missing in action) : 
Overcoming difficult navigational ha- 
zards, he successfuIly completed his 
night oDerations in the Buin-Faisi 
a&a and took part in glide-bombing 
attacks on Munda airfield against 
fierce opposition during the period 
March-April 1943. 
*Lt. (jg) Norman E. White, USNR, 
Cranston, R. I. (missing in action) : 
Silhouetted by an enemy star shell 
which damaged his plane during the 
attack on Tarawa, he courageously 
pressed home his attack in complete 
disregard of his own safety and placed 
his bombs in the target area despite 
fierce antiaircraft fire. 
*Lt. (jg) Wilson W. WoFds, USNR, 
Union City, Pa. (missing in actlon), 
and Ens. James W. Walker, USNR, 
Ryderwood, Wash. (missing in action) : 
During a tour of duty in the Solomons 
area on 1 July 1943, they courageously 
launched an attack with six teammates 
against 45 Japanese bombers and fight- 
ers over New Georgia Island. Their 
fighting spirit and outstanding skill 
contributed greatly to the success of 
this and numerous other combat mis- 
sions. 
*Ens. Elwyn P. Eubank, USNR, Ma- 
tador, Tex. (posthumously) : Flying 
numerous combat missions in the Solo- 
mons, he contributed materially on 17 
July 1943 to the destruction of seven 
Japanese vessels and 49 aircraft and 
to the damaging of another ship in 
Kahili harbor. 
*Ens. William N. Johnson, USNR, 
Dearborn, Mich. (posthumously) : He 
observed an enemy coast-defense gun’ 
opening fire on a friendly submarine 
while serving as a fighter pilot strafing 
Wake Atoll 5 and 6 October 1943. Re- 
alizing the threat to  the submarine, 
which was engaged in rescuing flight 
personnel, he made a determined at- 
tack on the hostile emplacement, put- 
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HEROES OF SUB ATTACK: Frank 
W .  Dittmer (left), AOM2c, USN, Sun 
Diego, Calif., and Aubrey A .  Mc- 
Lemore, AMM3c, USN, Sam Jacinto, 
Calif., have received the Air Medal 
for their courage and eficient per- 
formance of duty when their bomber 
attacked and probably sank an enemy 
submarine. Dittmer kept communica- 
tions open between the plane and 
carrier, enabling supporting planes to 
he sent to the scene, while McLemore 
remained at his station at the turret 
gun in the face of heavy antiaircraft 
fire. 

OHkial IJ. S. Navy rihotonraph 

DETECTED E N E M Y  SUB: James H. 
Finch, ARM2c, USNR, Leesburg, Fla., 
won the Air Medal recently for de- 
tecting the presence of an enemy sub- 
marine which otherwise would have 
escaped detection. As a crew member 
of a torpedo bomber, he coolly and 
resourcefully repaired radio equip- 
ment damaged by antiaircraft fire 
from a sub, thereby enabling his 
plane to communicate with its carrier 
and call other planes to the scene. 

ting it completely out of action. 
*Ens. John R. Landis Jr., uSNR, St. 
LOUIS, Mo. (missing in action) : A 
member of a seven-plane group which 
courageously intercepted 45 Japanese 
bombers and fighters over New Georgia 
Island 1 July 1943, he succeeded in 
damaging an enemy fighter. On 18 
July he intercepted an overwhelmingly 
superior force of hostile fighters over 
Kahili harbor and aided a group of 
our bombers to return safely to  their 
base. 
*Ens. James M. Lewis, USNR, Dun- 
candle ,  Tex. (missing in action) : On 
13 July 1943 in the Solomons area he 
intercepted, with three teammates, an 
overwhelmingly superior force of Jap- 
anese planes striking a t  our bombers 
over Kahili harbor. He pressed home 
a fierce attack which enabled our bomb- 
ers to return to  their base. 
*Ens. Jack E. Northington, USNR, 
Little Rock, Ark.: When his flight of 
bombers carried out a hazardous day- 
light strike on enemy vessels in Kahili 
harbor, 17 July 1943, he pressed home 
his attack in the face of heavy anti- 
aircraft fire and fighter opposition and 
contributed greatly to the destruction 
of seven Japanese vessels and 49 air- 
craft. 
*Ens. William R. Winn Jr., USNR, 
Little Rock, Ark. (missing in action) : 
On 17 July 1943 when his flight of 
bombers launched a daring daylight 
strike against 10 enemy ships in Kahili 
harbor; he contributed to  the destruc- 
tion of seven Japanese vessels and 49 
aircraft. Later, he scored a direct hit 
on an enemy destroyer. 
*Francis L. Donahue, ACMM, USN, 
Oxford, Iowa: As captain of a trans- 
port plane in Brazil, 16 June 1943, he 
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Policy Announced on Officer Promotions 
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Distribution of the first eight titles 
in the series of aviation rating courses 
has been temporarily delayed, but au- 
tomatic shipments to aviation activi- 
ties and the filling of separate requi- 
sition already received will be com- 
menced in the near future. The first 
titles to  be distributed are : 
10303-IntroduCtion to 

Airplanes 
10305-Blueprint Read- 

ing and Layout 
Work 

10311-Fundamentals of 
Electricity 

10313-Aircraft Corn 

10315-Aircraft Electrb 
cal Systems 

10322-Aircraft Welding 
10332-Aircraft 11s- 

draulie Equip- 
ment 

10334-Aircraft Engines 

munications 
All shipments of the remaining 22 

titles will be made in groups of eight 
or ten when the manuals are received 
from the publishers. Since Navy train- 
ing courses are not issued by BuPers 
direct to enlisted personnel, those de- 
siring to study courses for advance- 
ment in rating should consult their 
training officers. Following are other 
titles to be distributed: 
NAVPERS 
10301-Enlisted Men’d 1033&Aircraft Instru- 

Guide to Aviation ments 
Ratings 10335-Aircraft Fuels 

10302-Ed. 0 f f l eer’s  Systems 
Guide to Avia- 10336-Aircraft Propel- 
tion Ratings lers 

10304-Mathematics 10341-Aircraft Arma- 
10306-Hand Tools ment 
10312-Aircraft Radio 10342-Aircraft Fire 

Equipment Control 
10314-Advanced Work 10343-Aircraft Muni- 

in Aircraft Radio tions 
10316Advanced Work 10351-Parachutes 

in Aircraft Elec- 10361-Aerologg I 
tricity 10362-AeroIogg I1 

Work 10391-Transport Airmen 

10321-Aircraft Metals 10371-Photography I 
10323-Aircraft Metal 10372-Photography I1 

10331-Airplane Strue- (Specialist ( V ) )  
tures 

Training, officers may order titles 
from BuPers (Training Division), 
Washington, 25, D. C.; Educational 
Officer, Eleventh Naval District, San 
Diego, Calif., o r  Educational Officer, 
Fourteenth Naval District, Pearl Har- 
bor, ,T. H. 

Following are the courses required 
for all classes of each aviation rating: 

A v i a t i o n  r a d i o m a n - 1 0 3 0 3  10304 ,  10306 .  
10311,, 10312,  1 0 3 1 3  a n d  103i.t .  

A v i a t i o n  e l e c t r i c i a n ’ s  mate - 10303,  
UI3_0!, 1 0 3 0 5 ,  1 0 3 0 6 ,  10311,  1 0 3 1 5  a n d  

a n d  1 0 3 5 1 .  
T r a n s p o r t  a i rman-10391 .  
A e r o g r a p h e r ’ s  mate-10303.  1 0 3 0 4 ,  1 0 3 6 1  

a n d  10362.  
P h o t o g r a p h e r ’ s  mate - 1 0 3 0 3 ,  10304,  

1 0 3 7 1  a n d  10372.  
A v i a t i o n  b o m b s i g h t  mechanic -10303  

1 0 3 0 4  10305,  1 0 3 0 6 ,  10341,  1 0 3 4 2  and 
10343:  

A v i a t i o n  p r o p e l l e r  m e c h a n i c  - 10303 ,  
1 0 3 0 4  10305,  1 0 3 0 6 ,  10331,  1 0 3 3 4  and 
10336: 

A v i a t i o n  f l i g h t  eng ineer -10303  1 0 3 0 4  
1 0 3 0 5  10306  1 0 3 1 1  1 0 3 1 5  10331: 10332:  
10333:  10334,’ 1 0 3 3 5  ’and 10336.  

A v i a t i o n  turret mechanic--10303 1 0 3 0 4  
10305,  10306, 1 0 3 1 1 ,  10332 ,  10341: 1 0 3 4 i  
a n d  10343.  

Training course and progress test 
and examination manuals for pharma- 
cist’s mate first class are now ready 
for  distribution upon receipt of a re- 
quest from the commanding officer of 
a naval activity. 

A pamphlet, Most Used Navy Terms 
-3,000 Terns in Gregg Shorthand, is 
now available in limited quantities to 
supplement the &egg Shorthand Man- 
ual. Educational officers are advised 
to request this supplement only for 
issue to personnel who use Gregg 
shorthand frequently in connection 
with their duties. These copies are 
official, for repeated reissue until worn 
out. Enlisted men who wish to obtain 
personal copies should address their 
request to the Gregg Publishing Co., 
270 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
The price is 50 cents. 

Warning of an acute housing short- 
age in the Seattle area has been re- 
ceived from the Commander, Fleet Op- 
erational Training Command, Pacific. 

Due to  this shortage, it is suggested 
that officers assigned to Seattle, for 
duty in fitting out new vessels or  to 
billets on these vessels as they are 
commissioned, leave their wives and 
children at home. Bedding is not fur- 
nished in most of the few apartments 
which are available. Dishes or  silver 
can be purchased for a nominal 
amount. 

Comic Books Offered 
At Special Rate 

Naval personnel may subscribe to 
Classic Comics at the special rate of 
$1.50 for 20 issues postpaid, BuPers 
has been informed by the Gilberton 
Company, ‘510 Sixth Ave., New York 
City, publisher. This series of comics 
illustrates such classics as The Three 
Musketeers, Robin Hood, etc. Sub- 
scribers may expect to receive a new 
copy about every six weeks. Subscrip- 
tions should be forwarded direct to 
the publisher. 

DISTRIBUTION of the INFORMATION BULLETIN 
By BuPers Circular Letter No. 162-43 (appearing as R-1362 in the Navy 

Department Bulletin of 1 September 1943), the Bureau directed that appro- 
priate steps be taken to insure that all hands have quick and convenient 
access to the BuPers ITFORMATION BULLETIN, and indicated that distribution 
should be effected on the basis of one copy for each ten officers and enlisted 
personnel to accomplish the directive. 

In most instances, the circulation of the INFORMATION BULLETIN has been 
increased in accordance with complement and on-board count statistics in the 
Bureau, on the basis of one copy for each ten officers and enlisted personnel. 
Because intra-activity shifts affect the Bureau statistics, and because organ- 
ization of some activities may require more copies than normally indicated 
to effect thorough distribution to all hands, the Bureau invites requests for  
additional copies as  necessary to comply with the basic directive. This 
magazine is intended for all hands and commanding officers should take 
necessary steps to make it available accordingly. 

The Bureau should be kept informed of changes in the numbers of copies 
required; requests received by the 20th of the month can be effected with 
the succeeding issue. 

Normally copies for Navy and Coast Guard activities are distributed only 
to those on the Standard Navy Distribution List in the expectation that 
such activities will make further distribution as  necessary; where special 
circumstances warrant sending direct to sub-activities, the Bureau should 
be informed. 

Distribution to Marine Corps personnel is effected by the Commandant, 
U. S. Marine Corps, on the present basis of two copies per unit, down to 
and including the company. Requests from Marine Corps activities should 
be addressed to the Commandant. 

It is pointed out that the pro-rata distribution does not allow for personal 
copies, and that if every magazine is to have i ts  ten readers, i t  must be 
passed along and not retained for private use. 







3: 

'I 

, 


